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By ABEL GREEN 


Madrid, July 21. 
Traditionally, the picture busi- 
ness is conceded to have the copy- 
right on showmanship but it took | 


hotelier Conrad N. Hilton to eclipse | 


Hollywood. Junketing two TWA 
planeloads of Broadway and film 


personalities, newspapermen, news- | 


reelers and radio chatterers, along 
with other VIPs from the Spanish- 
American diplomacy, contemporary 


hotel and restaurant men, news 
photography services and_ top 
echelon invitees from Life, Read- 


er’s Digest, Collier’s, etc., the 


fes- | 


tivities attendant to the opening of | 


the new 300-room Castellana Hil- 
ton, Madrid, brought an army of 
supplementary personalities from 
the lively arts who came in from 
London, Paris, Rome and _ the 
Riviera. 

The manner in which Trans- 
World Airlines and Hilton Hotels 


forces coordinated on divers fronts | 


can serve as a manual to the pic- 
ture business when and if Holly- | 
woed goes in for one of those “in- 
ternational premieres” which have 
long cropped up in ballyhoo plans 
of such pub-ad picturemen as 
Charles Einfeld, Howard Dietz, 
Mort Blumenstock, Jerry Pickman, 
Max Youngstein, et al. It is not 
inconceivable, now 
wide-screen have percolated into | 
the European capitals, that aieal 
(Continued on page 16) 


Jehovah’s eal 
lt Very Modestly in N.Y. 


Conclave; Hoteliers Score 

New York City got a chance to 
study two sets of visitors in 
many weeks. Right after the fun- 
loving, well-heeled Shrine conven- 
tion of last week, Jehovah's Wit- 
nesses convened in New York, and 
a better-behaved and less assum- 
ing crowd will probably never hit 
the main stem again. 

Whereas the Shriners brought a 
great measure of prosperity to all 
types of amusement enterprises, 
the Witnesses chose the less ex- 
pensive entertainments. The re- 
ligious organization patronized the 
modest restaurants. The Automats 
did a thriving business, 
almost none. 





as 


The JW confab was better at-| 
This | 


tended, but less was spent. 
Sroup brought more than 125,000, 
while the Shriners came in with 
about 100,000. The fezzes spent 
an average $175, according to es- 
timates of the N. Y. Convention 


Bureau. An estimate of the Wit- 
nesses’ expenditures hasn't been 
made as yet. 

All hotel rooms were in the 
moderate bracket. The N. Y. Con- 
vention Bureau reserved 10,000 
rooms for them of which 8.000 
were used. Even at that, for a hot 
July week when anvone with snf- 
ficient means went far out of the 


(Continued on page 52) 
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first may be a once-a-month Satur- | entertainment, and having them 
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INBC-TV Makes It Official oY BSS WHLARe 
Las Vegas, July 21 

On Hayward as Producer It's roundup time in Vegas, bul 

Leland Hayward, for whom the]! instead of hitting the dust from} 
tele bidding started when hej|bucking ornery'§ cayuses, entre 
turned out the two-hour Ford anni | preneurs of the seven Strip pleas 
show last month to the tune of | ure domes are hitting paydirt from | 
critical raves, has been signed by} bucking stiff competition. Multi- 
NBC. ~ | tudes of tourists are striking it 

He'll produce undisclosed shows, | rich, if only from viewing the con- 
although it’s understood that the |centrated assemblage of topflight 


VEGAS’ NEW YEAR’S EVE IN JULY 


Hilton’s Madrid Hotel Premiere | 
Prime ‘Goyas & Dolls Showmanship 


Maj jor Legit War Seen In New Combine: 
Shubert Setting Up Own Foundation 


— By HOBE MORRISON 
| Juves Kas ii Not Another major theatre war, per- 
haps rivaling the Shubert-Klaw & 
Oaters, Berle, in I roll Erlanger battle of 20 years ago, ts 
Chicago, July 21 scen as the possible outgrowth of 
Latest survey of children's view-| the formation this week by Roger 


westerns are) LL. Stevens, Robert Whitehead and 
losing favor with the kiddies. Sur-| Robert W. Dowling of a new group 
vey, released by Paul Witty, North-| to produce plays and operate the- 
western professor of education,| atres on Broadway 


ing habits finds that 


also opined that the prediction that New outfit, with an initial bank- 
the “novelty effect” of TV would} roll of $1.000.000 and control of 
wear off has been proven false three theatres, plans not only to 
Poll of 3,000 children and their | acquire additional houses and per- 
parents and teachers in the Chi-| haps build others, but will pro- 
cago area, the fourth annual study | duce plays, some of which may be 
by Witty, showed that the kiddies |g), 4 repertory or stock company 
disliked westerns, Milton Berle and | jyysj Idea is to operate on a con- 
“Howdy Doody.” Teachers and tinuing policy similar to most 
parents agreed Most popular with) businesses. with a staff and per 
all three was “IT Love Lucy haps author actors, elc., envaged 
permanently, with a pension plan 

. VMeanwhile, it is understood that 
rit ~ 00 the Shubert in) preparation for 

® the eventual deaths of Lee and 

J. J. Shubert, have set up a Shu 

bert Foundation to control and 

S ig 00- 00 carry on the huge Shubert hold 

ing including some two. dozen 

legit, film and radio-TV. theatres 

in New York and most of the lead- 


day night stanza (at a reported ‘celia a mid-year ball during this 
$100,000 per) alternating with | extended “New Year's Eve’ in 
“Show of Shows.” He'll also be a | July.” 

consultant ot. NBC-TV program; Never before in nitery history 
and production plans sien such a high-priced collection 
On Hayward’s non-TV agenda|of show biz gems been placed on 
for next season is the production | display in such profusion. Taking 
of the new Lindsay-Crouse play,|a gander while rolling down the 
“The Prescott Proposals,” starring | Strip, the seven marquees yield 
Katharine Cornell, and the film of | this bonanza: Spike Jones’ In 
the Hemingway novel, “The Old|sanities of '54” at the Flamingo 
Man and the Sea,” starring Spen-| with Tony Martin on deck for 
cer Tracy. Thursday (23); Milton Berle & Co 
. Sands; Betty Hutton, Desert Inn; 

Herb Shriner, Mary Kaye Trio 
Transoceanic TV Last Frontier; Gale Storm who | 
exits Thursday for Norman Brooks | 
| and Henny Youngman, the Thun 
| + | derbird; Vic Damone, Bambi Linn 
Seen a Realit If | & Rod Alexander, El Rancho 
y | Vegas, and Red Skelton and Anna 

| Maria Alberghetti for the Sahara 

| salute 

DC. Sch J ll Low estimate of combined out- 
eme e S$) lay comes to $160,000 per week, 

| including supporting acts, dance 

Washington, July 21. | lines, orchs, etc. When entertain- 

Feasibility of transoceanic teie-| ment audit is compiled at July's 


the bars | 


microwave stations, co- 
possibly, lightships 
studied by an in- 
of Govern 


vision via 
axial cable and, 
will be seriously 
dependent commission 


(¢ ontinued on page 50) 


NY. Subway Boost 


ment and industry experts and 

members of Congress, if a Senate | 

resolution, favorably reported last 

week by the Foreign Relations | ° 

Committee, is enacted. a it st- uns 
Measure calls for creation of a} 

nine-member commission, five to | 

be appointed by the President, two! Broadway first-run theatres fear 

by the Speaker of the House and | their biz will be hurt by the new 

two by the President of the Senate,| 15c subway and bus fare, which 

to report to Congress by the close | becomes effective next Saturday 


| (25) in New York City 
managers feel that top 
will continue to attract New 
ers to the deluxe theatres, 

| ity opinion is that upped cost 
| transport ation is bound to cut into 


of 1954. Survey would be backed While some 
by a $250,000 budget. 
Committee action on the resolu- 


‘Continued on page 41) 


| nile patronage. 


Two Pix Names Monthly 
To Korea After Truce | ,,0n¢, Broadway, | manager 


| pointed out, 
Hollywood, July 21. |to see a new pieture will think 
Two prominent film names will | 





visit Korea each month after the | Times Square area for a show cost- 
truce is signed, under arrange- | ing 80-90¢. Even if only a subway | 
ments being made by the Holly- |! ‘fare is ne#ded, this will mean an 
wood Coordinating Committee in outlay of 30c. If a bus and subway 
cooperation with the Armed /is necessary, it will represent 60c | 
Forces, Col. Joseph Goetz, chief |per youngster for a junket to 
of the professional entertainment | Broadway. 


branch of the Special Services divi- 
sion, pointed out to George Mur- 
phy and Sian Richardson of HCC 
that these visits will be even more 
important as morale builders aften 
the truce. 


neighborhood houses would 
fit from the transportation 
particularly 
are convinced 
current on Broadway, 


the same picture, 


Tentative plans call for one star! showing in a nabe theatre 
every two weeks, either alone or. tude in such case is “we can wait” 
with supporting troupes ‘and save the cost of a 15c. fare 


| twice before taking a ride to the} 


Some first-run managers felt that | 
bene- || 
boost, | 
if prospective patrons | || 


(Continued on page 60) 


For M&L Abroad 


Paris, July 21 4 

Dean Martin & Jerry Lewis have They Must Have Laushed 
wound up their Air Force Base ¢ ; 

stints here and have a week ot Wh S D 
vacationing before heading for the en feinway sat own 
io. Pair of comics came to A h Pi 100 Y A 
Paris fuming over the booing in tt e 1ano rs. 20 
cident and press reception during Chicago, July 21 
their London Palladium — show Nationwide Steinway centennial 
Thotigh they broke records, M&L celebration, to be held in more 
came away trom London full of than 300 cities, is headlined by 
bile and malice. This erupied here special concert bookings involving 
in an article this week in the Paris the most noted pianists in the 
Herald Tribune by columnist Art) world. Concerts begin in October 
Ruchwald Outspoken anti-press and last through the 1953-54 musie 
and English aspects of the M&L season 

quotes may snowball this into a Kickoff concert will be held at 
press feud for the pair that may Carnegie Hall, New York, Oct. 19, 
pass the borders of England and) with 34 top pianists participating. 
make them targets for the scribe Benefit show also ha Dimitri 
fraternity anywhere Mitropoulos and the New York 

Among some of the quotes metic. Philharmonie Similar concerts 


pictures | 
York- | 
major- | 


of | 


the boxoffice, especially with juve- | 


soon will be | 
Atti- ||! 


(Continued on page 63) are skedded for other big keys 
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US. Shells Out $11, 


716,000,000 for °52 


Recreation; Pix, Legit in B.0. Drop 


Washington, July 21. 
The American people poured a 
record breaking $11, 716,000, 000 into 
all forms of recreation in 1952 
according to figures released to- 
day ‘Tues. by the U.S, Dept. of 
Commerce. 
However, except for a consider- 
able increase in the amount of dol- 


ars Jaid down at the pari-mutuel | 


ndows of the horse and dog 
tracks, there was an overall decline 
in the amount spent for spectator 
amusements. 

rhe big drop continued at the 
boxoffices of motion picture and | 
legit houses, with professional 
baseball also off. 

On the other hand, commercial 
varticipant amusements—billiards, 
paket riding, dance halls, skat- 
swimming pools, golf, 
definite gains all 


ing rinks, 
etc.—showed 
along the line. 
The stream of doliars poured into 
informal recreation—all the way 
from amateur photography, pur- 
chase of books, newspapers and 
sheet music to stamp collecting 
and club dues continued to mount 
and reached a record peak in 1952 
Compared with last year’s over- 
all $11,716,000,000 spent for recrea- 
tion and amusements was the 
$4,732,000,000 of a decade earlicr 
in 1942 and the $2,439,000,000 in 
the depression year of 1932. 
Motion picture theatres last year 
took in $1,134,000,000 at the box 
office, a drop of $59,000,000 from 
the previous year. The peak year 
was 1946, when the flickers grossed 
$1,512,000,000 
Legit and opera took in $87,000.- 
000 last year, contrasted with $90.- 
000,000 for each of the two 


preceding years and a peak cf | 


$103,000,000 in 1947. 

Professional baseball's big year 
was 1948, when $68,000,000 worth 
of tickets were sold. Last year the 


total was only $49,000,000. Profes- | 


sional football had one of its best 
years with $10,000,000 taken in 


and professional hockey did a fair | 


$6,000,000. Its peak years have 
been $8,000,000 ones. 

A smash $42,000,000 came in ad 
missions at the race tracks, with 
the pari-mutuels reporting a record 
net of $269,000,000. Slot machine 
owners raked in $150,000,000 atte 
payotts, one of the best year 

It was an alltime high $448,000.- 
000 year for the commercial par- 

(Continued on page 62) 


Gov't 0’ Seas Pix  Vatas 
Get Thin $60,000,000; Ask 


More Coin from Senate 


Washington, July 21. 

Officials of the State Dept.’s In- 
ternational Information Adminis- 
tration, prepared to go before the 
Senate Appropriations Committee 
with their case this week, hoped 
for a substantially better break in 
that chamber than they received 
last week from the House. Laiter 
voted the overseas information 
program—with its Voice of Amer- 
ica radio and its motion picture ac- 
tivities—only $60,000,000. An. ef- 
fort to increase this by $20,000,000 
was voted down by the House 

The $60,000,000 figure is far un- 
der the $87,900,000 recommended 
by the Eisenhower Administration 
The Senate frequently increases 
appropriations voted by the House 
and then works out a compromise 
with the House between the two 


+ 





Locarno Pix Fest Sees 
- Russian Return, Hassle 
Over 16m ‘Caesar’ Entry 


| By ROBERT F. HAWKINS 
Locarno, July 14. 

The seventh Locarno Film Fes- 
tival wound up its 11-day run last 
night (13). Fete this year includ- 
ed. beside the usual feature pic 
presentation, an international tour- 
ist film section, a series of show- 
ings dedicated to the origins of 
film comedy, and a retrospective 
glimpse at notable Swiss produc- 
tions of the past. In addition, the 
Selznick Silver Laurel was award- 
led here during the festival to 
| Roberto Rossellini’s “Europe 51,” 
| with Itallan ambassador to Switzer- 
‘land, Egidio Reale, making the 
| presentation. Most notable aspect 
of the Locarno get-together, how- 
ever, was the presence on the 11- 
nation roster, of three Iron Cur- 
tain countries—Russia, Czechoslo- 
vakia and Hungary. This marks 
the first appearance at a European 
Festival of Soviets and satellites 
since the 1951 Cannes Fete. 

Though not “official” entries in 
the sense implied at other festivais 
Locarno is non-competitive, and 
entries are for the most part sub- 
mitted by Swiss distribs rather 
than countries of origin), the cur- 
tainers’ participation appeared as 
carefully prepared as unexpected. 

‘Caesar’ Snarl 

Among U. S. items, David Brad- 

ley'’s “Julius Caesar” (on 16m), 


} 
} 
} 
| 
} 
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Soph's Lotsa Loot 
In ‘Golden Toot 


By JOE COHEN 


Atlantic City, July 21]. 
Tucker, now 
her 50th yvear in show business, 
has a schedule lined up that will 
take her into 1955. Soph, whose 
Oth anni occurred while at the 
500 Club here, is just starting to 
take it easier. Thus, the long- 
range plans. She'd like to work 
as many spots as she’s been doing 
in the past, but she’s budgeting 
herself so that she can take care 
of all the cafe operators that vant 
i prosperous week. 

At this point, Soph is turning 
down offers that run up to $7.5U0 
weekly. It’s tough to refuse that 
kind of money, but time and tn- 
come taxes dictate her policy. It's 
only this year that she has started 
taking her time and she’s spread- 
ing herself thin so that she can 
accommodate as many of her cafe 
owners friends as possible. 

For example, in accepting the 
winter stand at the Beachcomber. 
Miami Beach, she'll work’ two 
weeks and then a possible layoff 





Sophie 


for two or four weeks. However, | 


those going in to substitute will 
get the full headline billing, even 
though she'll still be very evident 
in the operation of the cafe. She'll 
be getting the top money, $7,500 
at that spot. 

As it now stands, Miss Tucker 
is slated to work the Latin Quar- 
ter, N. Y.. Oct. 12, doing a maxi- 
mum of two shows nightly even 
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ROCKING - CHAIR 
CULTURE’S BIG 
PAYOFF 


By RICHARD JOSEPH 


Pike, N. H., July 21. 
Al fresco culture is paying off 





in the green hills of New Hamp-| 


shire. The White Mountains Festi- 
val of the Seven Arts, inaugurated 
four years ago to lend an intel- 


lectual fillip to the resort attrac- | 


'tions of the Lake Tarleton Club, 
has brought out the SRO during 


ness dropoff. 

While the project was conceived 
by Tarleton bonifaces Al and 
Walter Jacobs primarily to add 
distinction to the resort, program 
is planned to augment rather than 
oo with the usual vacation 
| fare of golf, tennis, dancing, ete. 

teflecting diversified contem- 
porary’ interests, the program 
ranges far beyond the. original 
seven arts of ancient Greece, which 
were painting, sculpture, music, 
the dance, the theatre, literature 
and architecture This vear’s 
speakers included New Hampshire's 
Gov Hugh Gregg and 
Charles Tobey; poet and 
ogist Louis Untermeyer; authors 
Charles Jackson and Harold Q. 
Masur; film and television § pro- 
ducers Richard de Rochemont and 
Mark Goodson; painter Ernest 


| 
| 


anthol- 


'Fiene: and actors Clarénce Der-| 


'went and Arnold Moss. From the 
musie world came Julius Rudel, 
conductor of the New York City 
'Opera Co., 
Sergio. Newspapermen included 

Hy Gardner (New York Herald} 
Tribune), drama critic Elliot Nor- 
ton of the Boston Post, and Harry 
| Schwartz, Russian expert of the 
N.Y. Times. As travel editor of 
Esquire, this byliner outlined the} 
world tourist picture. 

The Festival's musical program 
featured Sheila Bond, of “Wish 
| You Were Here”, Elaine Malbin, 
' Walter Fredericks, Joan Leslie 
Roy Lazarus and Thomas Tipton 
of the N.Y. City Opera Co.; Mar- 
garet Hilles conducting a concert 
choir; Charles Weidman of the 
Theatre Dance Co.; the Mendel- 

(Continued on page 62) 
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Broadway Blues 
By Tom Weatherly 


| We're crying the blues on old 
Broadway, 

It's not what it used to was, we 
say, 





Scripts are far and few between. 


And there’s also lack of ready 
green. 

High cests are blamed and so is 
teevee, 


Who'll buy tickets when shows 
are free? 

We're trying this, and we're try- 
ing that, 

And soon, no doubt, we'll pass 


the hat. 

But sad as it is, there’s a silver 
lining, 

And thru the tears our eyes are 
shining: 


We know one thing, and it’s 
jolly good— 


It's just as tough in Hollywood. 





the traditional post-July 4 busi- | 


Senator | 


and commentator Lisa | 


Walter Winchell | 
Of New York 


The Summer Stockyards 
Nature is no longer the solitary star of the summer pano: 


has been boldly challenged by the dramatic efforts of wortals. 5 be 
mer theatres have blossomed in the meadows. Over hill and a 
comes the sound of dialog. Applause is louder than the persic:; 
chatter of crickets. The hams crow more often than roosters 


fields are alive with guys and dolls studying scripts. 


The most famous summer stock outfit was the Provincetown p 
house ‘on Cape Cod) founded by Eugene O'Neill. Most of O'N 
early plays were produced there first. But when He became { 
| his plays were grabbed for Broadway soon as they were written 
A Provincetown native complained to him: “I hear your ne 
| Isn't having its premiere here.” 

“That's right,’ O'Neill grinned, “w~’re trying it out ff 
Broadway!” 





O'Neill, an ex-seaman, loved to wander on the docks and haunted 
sailors’ hangouts. An interviewer once asked: “Tell me about t} 
atmosphere in those places.” 

“Sure,” deadpanned O'Neill, 


e 


“it costs $1 a pint!” 





The primary function of barnyard palaces is offering opportunities 
to greasepainted fledglings. Many still serve that purpose ... T) 
most notable illustration of this function was provided by a gro 
| of stagestruck youngsters who flournished in a Falmouth, Mass., su: 
|mer theatre during the early 1930s. 
| University Players” 


it 
p 
They called themselves “The 
and succumbed to the footlight lure for $5 week 
That was the top salary for those who later reaped more sumptuous 
rewards and were destined to brighten the Broadway and Hollywood 
heavens: Henry Fonda, Margaret Sullavan, Joshua Logan and Jimmy 
Stewart. 


It is simple to detect the difference between kernels and diamond 
Among summer theatres the cornballs always outnumber the g: 
Over 100 new plays were tested last summer. The overwhelming ma- 
jority were relegated to oblivion. Only two were considered stu 
enough for Broadway. Just one discovered gold on the Main Stem 
However, there are exceptions: Some years ago, a comedy received 
tryout in Maine. The reaction of the alleged experts there was so-s 
They believed it was too flimsy for the Big Burg. The comedy eventual- 
ly came to Broadway and became one of the all-time dazzlers: “Life 
| with Father.” 





ay 


4 


A strange wonderment possesses thespians. It equips them with 
a rugged spirit, enabling them to endure professional misfortunes 
and surmount the most formidable obstacles. It is a type of happy 
trance often described as being stage-struck. This form of enchant- 
ment was exemplified by an advert that once appeared in a small 
town paper where a summer theatre was operating: “Engagement 
Wanted: Small parts, such as dead body or outside shouts.” 

The foregoing recalls this definition: “An actor is one who can 
walk to the side of the stage, peer into the wings filled with theatri- 
cal groups, dirt and dust, other actors, stagehands, old clothes and 
other claptrap and say: ‘What a lovely view from this window.’ ” 


Hard work is the inevitable accomplice of success. Undaunted 
determination is essential to the aspirations of neophytes in the 
greasepaint globe. It is as necessary as the jealous vigilance 1 
quired to retain stardom . Katharine Cornell's skill was forged in 
summer stock, During the early years of her career she performed 
in rickety playhouses while temperatures soared to the inferno point 
While one drama was played, the next week's offering was rehearsed. 
The playing and rehearsals demanded 12-to-16 hours dailv effort. 
Strangely, this arduous grind in retrospect has a happy glow for 
those who endured it. The pleasure is derived from the dee Dp Satis 
| faction of an accomplishment—surviving the crucible. 


< 


Not many playhouses among the tumbleweeds have the discipli 
essential to the Broadway theatre. “Many showfolks consider it an 
impromptu lark. The mood is easygoing and the casual routine is 
generally hailed as reflecting the charm of summer theatres . . .When 
| the Group Theatre’s troupe was riding high they tested sev eral plays 
|in the haylofts. Confusion reigned during rehearsals. One actor 


who viewed the chaos was inspired to groan: “Outside of everything— 
what's wrong?” ; 





Rustic theatres frequently serve as schools for dramatists as well 
| as players. Young playwrights are obviously eager for the counsel 
of successful scriveners . A dramatist once asked George S. Kauf- 


; man: “I wish you would look at my play and tell me what's wrong 
| with my third act?” 


| George snapped: “I can tell you now. Your first.” 


Producer 


Richard Aldrich now successfully operates several summer 
theatres. 


He has noted in the N. Y. Times that the rustic drama 
; emerged from its penny-ante rut in 1935—when Jane Cow! received 
| $1,000 to appear in a summer theatre for one week. It was cone 
sidered a lavish sum at that time. . The star arrived at the play- 


| house in the grand manner of theatrical royalty—accompanied by a 
— companion, secretary and chauffeur. , 





Actress Sybil Thorndike’s sumup: 


: “Actors ar ! orvants 
of the public. They are the he gage 


he P servants of the theatre, of which the 
public is only a part, and the public doesn't know what it wants till 
it sees it. Our business is to discover its needs—a very entertain- 
ing, intriguing and heartbreaking business. Servants of the peopie 
by all means, if by that is meant one who seeks to serve those who 
do not know what to ask for. The theatre serves those who sa} 
‘show us life and that will suffice us.” iis 


(Reprinted by Per) mission) 








‘ |ful Film Should Be Scrapped.” 

Londo Tab Tabs Salome’ | Paper's article asked J. Arthur 
9 Ey? 9 Rank to ban “Salome” from his 

Shameful, H’wood Blot’ theatres on the ground that its 
London within '“a shameful perversion of thé 


he past week! Bible and a blot on Hollywood's 
had a flareup with the proposed record . 


censorship of an American film,| Col rep in N. Y. said he was un- 
Columbia’s “Salome.” Daily ‘aware of any hassle re “Salome.” 


Z |adding that the film opened at 
Sketch-Daily Graphic, a tabloid, |Rank’s Odeon Leicester Square 


|gave page one four-cclumn prom-| Theatre last Thursday (16), one 
jinence to a cut of Rita Hayworth,!day following op operon of the 
| along with a blast at the film | editorial rep, and it since has been 
“This Shame- | drawing 


which was capped, “strong business.” 
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~3-D SEALING DUALERS’ DOOM? 





Venice Pix Fete ‘Bias’ Riles Majors, 
M-G May Pull Out Over ‘Caesar Nix 


Arbitrary manner in which thee 
Venice International Film Festival | 
screening committee in Italy deter- 
mined at least two of the four} 
Hollywood entries has the com- 
panies muttering darkly about the 
futility of cooperating in such com- 
Metro, in particular, is 
miffed over rejection of “Julius 
Caesar,” one of its prize pix, on 
grounds of poor photography, direc- 
tion and costuming, and now may 
not play ball at all. 

The four 
compete with the rest at Venice 
at present include Paramount's 
“Roman Holiday,” 20th-Fox’s “Pick- 
up on South Street,” Metro’s “The | 
Bad and the Beautiful” and Colum- 
bia’s “The Feurposter.” Venice 
films fete runs Aug. 
5. Of the 10 pix 
submitted, the Italians 
only one and then proceeded to 
state their requests. 


pe stitions 





| Stock Billing 


| 


American films set to} 


20—Sept. | 
originally | 
accepted | 


While 20th apparently isn’t rais- 


ing any objections to the selection 
f “Pickup,” others who have seen 
the pic 
American entry for an _ interna- 
tional competition. Spokesman at 


maintain that it’s a pqor| 


20th last week indicated the com- | 


pany didn’t expect to win any 
prizes with the film, but added ‘at 
least we're represented.” 


In this, he reflected the attitude | 


of 20th prexy Spyros P. Skouras, 
who believes in the international 
event. However, he is sharply op- 
posed by other toppers. They agree 
that, considering present interna- 
tional tensions, it would be highly 
undiplomatic to pull out. At the 
same time, their attitude towards 
the competition is strictly down- 
beat. 
(Continued on page 22) 


St. Paul Tries to Ban ‘Moon’ 





Chicago, July 21. 
Janitor Joseph Golatz spent 
an entire evening, tied up and 
helpless, in the center aisle 


of the Gateway Theatre last 
week, while bandits were 
breaking through two safes 


for $5,000. 

ThievV@és escaped with their 
loot under a marquee which 
read “City That Neve r 
Sleeps” and “Scared Stiff.’ 


Petrillo Or No, 
ABC Goes Ahead 
With MPAA TVer 


With James C. Petrillo. Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians prexy, 
in Europe and reportedly _ still 
adamant on a cut for his union 
from pix used in the Motion Pic 
ture Assn. of America’s institution- 
al TV show, the American Broad- 
casting Co. is going ahead with the 
pilot for the series. 

Another attempt to get Petrillo 
to change his position will be made 
when he rgturns home. Mean 
while, it’s felt that, if necessary, 
there are ways and means of cir 
cumventing the AFM demand. This 
could be done by cutting down on 








|/the use of musicals which require 


As ‘Don’t Blush Easy’ Critic 


Attacks Pic He Hasn’t Seen 


Minneapolis, July 21 
Following an attack by Bill 
Diehl, St. Paul Dispatch film edi- 
tor, in his column on the play and 
pic, “The Moon Is Blue,” the St. 
Paul city council has moved to ban 
the film. 


In an effort to stave off final 


council action, however, Abbott 
Swartz, United Artists’ branch is 
screening “Moon” tomorrow 


(Wed.) for Mayor 
and city commissioners. 

Prior to Swartz’s invitation, the 
council had instructed the city at- 
torney to investigate and suggest 
“what steps should be taken to pre- 
vent the film’s showing in St. 
Paul.” And one commissioner, 
Milton Rosen, threatened to revoke 
the license of any St. 
tor who shows “The Moon Is Blue.” 

City attorney T. P. Quinn has 
advised council that it lacks cen- 
sorship power over films which 
would permit it to ban any pic in 
advance. But he said the city 


(Continued on page 17) 


MAP FINAL LOEW-MG 





DIVORCEMENT SETUP 


Blueprinting of separate Loew 


and Metro operations is expected | 


at the top-echelon series of meet- 
ings skedded to get underway at 
the studio next week. Personnel 


setups, production policies and 
other major subjects are on the 
agenda. Divorcement is due early 
in °54. 


Joining production chief Dore 
Schary and other studio brass will 
be, from N. Y., Nicholas M 
Schenck, president; Charles C. 
Moskowitz, v.p.-treasurer; Howard 
Dietz, ad-pub v.p.; Charles M. 
Reagan, distribution chief; Oscar 
A. Doob, special promotion exec, 
and Joseph 
charge of theatre operations. Group 
entrains for the Coast Friday (24). 

Also on their sked is the viewing 
of newly-completed product and 
Mapping of merchandising™ and 
Sales plans. 


John Daubney | 


Paul exhibi- | 


R. Vogel, v.p. in| 


the original soundtrack and by sub- 
stituting canned backgrounds for 
the dramatic film excerpts. 

One of the demands. made by 
Petrillo is that the union get $25 
for each musician used in each 
film. Series, tentatively titled ‘Hol- 
lywood Parade,” is being filmed 
and edited in Hollywood. 


Since it’s supposed to bow over | 
ABC-TV in the late fall, the web 
pitching the | 


is anxious to. start 
pilot to prospective sponsor 
unions aren't 
run coin 


Other 
demanding any re- 





Say Legit Not Brushed 
In Pix Admish Tax War; 


Beef by some legit theatre ele- 
,ments, over their exclusion from 
the Congressional measure 
ing to exempt films from the Fed- 
eral 20°) admission tax, came as 
a surprise to execs in the pic biz 
| this week. The howls were heard 
in legit circles last week when the 
tax repeal bill was passed by the 
House Ways & Means Committee. 

Curious aspect of the situation 
is that stage officials have been 
apprised of the film trade’s cam- 
paign to kill off the levy right from 
| the start. As a matter of fact, the 
| League of N.Y. Theatres had’ pe- 
titioned for the right to appear at 
| the Ways & Means hearings on the 
overall tax matter a few months 
ago. The League itself withdrew 

(Continued on page 17) 





No Further Changes Due 
At Universal, Sez Daff 


Executive realignment at Univer- 
sal has been completed, Alfred E 
Daff, U exec v.p., said in N.Y. Mon- 
day (20) following his return from 
the Coast. He added that ‘no fur- 
ther changes are contemplated, 


either in New York or at the 
studio.” 
Reports of a continuing exec 


shuffle at U had sprung up follow- 
ing the bowout of studio chief 
William Goetz. While Daff said that 
U wasn't discussing any deal to use 
CinemaScope, he hinted at the pos- 
sible use of another widescreen 
system by saying that the studio 
would “turn out any size picture 
janyone may want.” 





| Scope 


time of 





RETOOL OAOUG 
NEAALS GHA 


Combo of a developing product 
shortage and the longer running 
feature attractions in the 
various new media has tradesters 
speculating on the effects this may 
have on double-billing. Belief is 
held among distrib execs that the 
dualers may be on their way out, 
if for no other than economic rea- 
sons 

It's pointed out 
most stubborn holdouts against 
single-feature bookings may have 
to capitulate in the face of biz 
realities. A double-feature  situa- | 
tion playing a 3-D or a Cinema- 
film, for instance, would 























a 


that even the | 


|} have no choice but to change its 


| policy. It 


couldn't match a 
opic with a “flattie,”” and 


stere 
there 


|} won't be enough CinemaScope pix 


\ 


| 


A Ways & Means Tactic 


look- | 


around for a long time to permit 
teaming them up 


Question of whether double-bills 


are a necessity or not has been 
debated in the industry for many 
years, with no tangible results 


Arguments pro and con haven't 
varied, but recent industry develop- 
ments may tip the scales decisively 
in favor of single billing, it’s be- 
lieved. Opinion that dual booking 
must give way to a better balanced 
show, “which people prefer,” was 
aired in N.Y. last week (17) by Rus 
sell V. Downing, Radio City Music 
Hall prexy. | 

“Double-features keep people 
away.” he said, adding that the 
Hall had never had such a policy 

Those who favor double-bills 
maintain that it’s not fhey, but the 
public, which demands them, and 
that dropping them without good 
reason has inevitably resulted in a 
loss of attendance. It's conceded, 
on the other hand, that the new 
pix may carry enough appeal to 
overcome local resistance against 
single features 


Logan, Hayward, Stewart, 
Hitchcock’s WB Indie 


Hollywood, July 21 

Joshua Logan, Leland Hayward, 
Alfred Hitchcock and James Stew- 
art are teaming in a film project 
based on “The Rear Window,” 
original story by Cornell Woolrich, 
according to production sources 
here. Logan and Hayward own the 
rights to the property 

Logan and Hayward will produce 
with Hitchcock as director and 
Stewart as star. teleasing via 
Warners 








H wood 
‘A Victory 





-¢ Warner Bros 


Pix Lose a Heroin 


Assertion tast week in the 
“M" censorship appeal to the 
S. Supreme Court on the 
absence of censorship on films 
being televised in contrast 
with theatrical pic blue-pen 
cilling in such states as Ohio, 
served to spotlight another 
Hollywood vs. TV discrepancy. 
The film industry's Production 
Code Administration has a 
firm tabu on the depiction of 
narcotics in any way-—traffic 
in the drugs, or agonies of the 
victims 

Yet, the popular “Dragnet” 
and other important TV net 
work shows have employed il 
legal use of narcotics, without 
apparent restriction, as subject 
inaterial 





Spur Move to K.0. 


Tax-Free Status 
For O'seas Stars 


Washington, July 21 
Ways & Means Commit 


tee is expected to 


House 


“bobtail” tax bill in the 
next few days 
amendment, 
Hollywood 


so-called 


This includes an 
which will prevent 
stars from working 
overseas, remaining there for 17 
out of 18 months, and 
complete exemption from U. S. in 
come taxes 


Original plan was to approve an | 
Famendment, 


which would have 
placed a $20,000 or $25,000 ceiling 
on the amount a person could earn 
abroad, which would not be sub 
ject to American income taxes 
However, the amendment, which 
has been approved by Ways & 
Means, makes no exemption at all, 
except to provide “no changes in 
existing law applicable to UL §S 
citizens. who establish bona. fide | 
residence abroad.” 

An actor, living overseas for a 
year and a half, moving about so 
as to avoid income taxes in other 
nations, would not be regarded 
as having “bona fide residence 
abroad.” 


National Boxoffice Survey 


Trade Torrid Despite Heat; 


‘Shane’ 2d, ‘Chance’ 


Current session at the nation’s 
first-run theatres is supplying the 
real tipoff on how bullish biz is 
this summer. With the hottest 
weather of the year and _ usual 
summer competition for the film 
theatres, trade continues to hold 
at a high level excepting in a few 
scattered key cities covered by 


VARIETY. Continued yen to see 
3-D product is helping in many 
spots 

“Charge At Feather’ River” 
(WB', which was first last week, 
continues as champ by a wide mar 
gin. “Shane” (Par), which has 
been creeping higher week after 
week, has taken over second po- 
sition. 


“Second Chance” (RKO), an- 
other 3-D pic, is finishing third 
although out for first week only 
this session. “Cinerama” (Indie) 
is taking fourth spot, a vast im- 
provement over a week ago. “White 
Witch Doctor” (20th) is dipping to 
fifth place. 

“Stalag 17” (Par), just getting 
started, landed sixth while ‘Moon 
Is Blue” (UA) took seventh spot 
Latter also is just being launched, 
with indications that it will be 
heard from plenty in the future. 

“Mighty Joe Young” (RKO), 
out on reissue, is showing such 
strenzth that it is winding up 


jeighth on its initial week on re- 


‘Feather’ Again Champ, 
3d, ‘Cinerama’ 4th 


lease “Great Sioux Uprising” 
([ is capturing ninth money 
While “Scared Stiff” (Par) is 10th 


“Dangerous When Wet" (M-G) 
and “All [ Desire’ (U) round out 
the top 12 winners in that order 
“Lili? (M-G)i, “The Maze” (AA) 
and “Came From Outer Space” 
(U) are the runner-up films. 

Several new entries show prom- 
ise “Vice Squad” (UA) shapes 
great in Cleveland and is rated 
terrific in Philly. Pie is only mod 
erate in L. A. “Ride, Vaquero!’ 
(M-G), nice in Frisco, is good in 
N. Y., fair in K. C. and mild in 
Cleveland. “Sea Devils” (RKO) 
fine in Frisco, shapes okay in 
Washington and moderate in To- 
ronto “Inferno” (20th), fair in 
L.A., looms torrid in Chi 

“Sangaree” (Par), which has fin- 
ished most of its top dates, looms 
trim in Pitt and fair in Balto 
Juggler’ (Col), fancy in Pitt, is 
fine in St. Louis and good in 
Washington 

“Francis Covers Big Town” (U 
shapes sock in Chi. “Arena” 
(M-G', which opens at N. Y. State 
this week, is sturdy in Louisville 
and fair in Denver 

“Moulin Rouge” (UA), big in 
Omaha and Philly, is rated okay 
in Toronto 
(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 


Payes 12-13) 


receiving | 


‘Scope Competish; 
for 20th --Skouras 


sprung its Warner- 
screen process on 
week (20) and 


wide 
the industry this 


Supe scope 


immediately touched — off lively 
speculation over its impact on 
0Oth-Fox's CinemaScope = system. 


Methods are compatible, use vir- 


tually the same aspect ratio and 
both employ an anamorphic type 
lens 


Difference comes with the mar- 
keting of the equipment, Where 
20th insists that exhibs must buy 
CinemaScope lenses for $2,750 a 
| pair and urges them to invest in 
the special and expensive Miracle 
Mirror screens, WB will rent its 
| projection lenses with its pix and 
doesn't care what kind of screen 
theatres use as long as it has the 
2668 to 1 ratio. Latter was the same 
as used by 20th until recently, 
when the CinemaScope was re- 
duced to 2.55 to | to accommodate 
the magnetic sound tracks on the 
film 


Spyros P. Skouras, 20th prexy, 
on returning from Europe yester- 
day (Tues.) saw the Warner move 
as “the greatest victory for us.” 
| He emphasized that he was “abso- 
| lutely delighted” with WB's entry 
into the widescreen field which, 
he said, would help further in 
getting all theatres equipped and 
conscious of the new widescreen 
medium, 


| Commitments of 20th in equip- 
(Continued on page 17) 


report out its; 


_ 9 Newsreel Reps Seek 
| US. Coverage of Ohio’s 
Anti-Bluepencil Law 


Pledge to exert full effort to wipe 
out’ “political” censorship was 
made the past week by reps of the 
five newsreels. The anti-censor 
campaign will be pursued until 
“complete freedom of the motion 
picture screen in the United 
States is achieved,” it was prom- 
ised by William B. Zoellner, Met- 
ro. Oscat Morgan, Paramount; 
Lem Jones, 20th-Fox; Irving Soch- 


(Continued on page 17) 
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Exhibs, COMPO to Press Senate OK 


On Tax Relief After Vote by House 


Washington, July 21. 


By a voice vote, the House yes- | 
terday ‘Mon.) rolled through the | 
pill to eliminate the 20% admis- 
on motion pictures. 


sions tax 


Speech after speech was made 
from the floor in favor of the leg- 
isljation, a the representatives 
chowed themeelves overwhelming- 
ly for it. On the other hand, only 
three speeches were made in op- 
position—by the three members of 
the Ways & Means Committee who 


had voted against the bill when 
the committee approved it recent- 
ly by a 22-3 vote. 

Seated in the gallery, observing 
the debate and vote, were a 
COMPO delegation consisting of 
Robert Coyne, of New York; Sam 
Pinanski, of Boston; Col. H. A. 
Cole, Lynn Smith and Wes Daniel, | 
all of Dallas; Pat McGee, of Den- | 
ver, and Gaston Dureau and Abe 
Berenson, of New Orleans. 

Exhibitors from 14 states are 
due in Washington this week to 
visit Senators on the Finance Com- 
mittee there and press for approval 
of the bill in the upper chamber. 

Cole, McGee and Pinanski urged 
exhibitors all over the nation to 
“keep plugging and_ contacting 
their Senators, to tell the facts of 
the case to those who are not fa- 
miliar with the plight of the film | 
theatres.” 

“We want to get the bill through 
without any amendments in the | 
Senate,” said Coyne. “If there are | 
amendments, it will slow up a 


bill and the timetable for Con- 
gressional adjournment could beat 
us then.” 

One absentee at yesterday’s ses- 
sion was Rep. Noah Mason (R., 
Tll.), author of the bill. He was | 
celebrating his birthday at home 
with his family. However, a'| 
statement by him, urging passage, | 
was read to the House. 

Rep. Daniel Reed (R., N. Y.), 
chairman of the Ways & Means 
Committee, explained why his com- 

(Continued on page 61) 


AA to Spend 50% More 
By Using All Media In 
Year's Sked of 36 Pix: 





Hollywood, July 21. 

Allied Artists is boosting its pro- 
duction budget by approximately | 
50% this year to make pictures in | 
all media. Walter Mirisch, execu- | 
tive producer, announced a deal 
with 20th-Fox for the use of Cine- 
maScope in the filming of “The 
Black Prinee,” and added his be- | 
lief that the public wants to see 
pictures in all the different proc- 
esses, including CinemaScope, 3-D, | 








U Solves Belge Permit 
Hassle, Drops 1 License 


Assured that the new Belgian 
deal provides for the limited im- 


portation of reissues over and 
above the stipulated quota, Uni- 
versal last week gave way and 


agreed to relinquish one of its 36 
licenses. U move solves the Bel- 
gian permit allocation problem. 

Belgian deal has been ratified 
by the Brussels cabinet for some 
time. Hassle arose over the divi- 
sion of the 251 permits allocated 
under the agreement. Total reps 
10 less than the distribs had 
figured on, so all were called on 
to give up some licenses. 

All agreed but U, which stuck 
to the position that it was entitled 
to all of its 36. Other distribs put 
pressure on the lone holdout, em- 
phasizing that U's 36 makes it 
second only after Metro in the 
Belgian market. When informed of 


| the disposition of the reissue pix 


U relented. 


Await DJ. OK 
Before Risking 





$1,000,000 ‘World’ 


Decision to go ahead and flash 
Merian C. Cooper the greenlight 
for completion of the Cinerama 
pic, “The Seven Wonders of the 
World,” would cost Stanley War- 
ner Corp. $1,000,000, and isn’t like- 
ly to be taken one way or another 
before the Justice Dept. rules on 
the legality of the S-W-Cinerama 
deal. 

Cinerama, so far, has spent sev- 


+eral hundred thousand dollars on 


“Seven Wonders,” for which a 


crew under Lowell Thomas, Jr., is | 


currently lensing footage in Eng- 
land and France. Should S-W de- 


cide not to go ahead with the film; | 


done so far 
have to be 


whatever has been 
presumably would 
scrapped, 

There has been no change in the 
status of Cooper, who is the Cin- 
erama production chief, even 
though S-W is known to be talk- 
ing to various studios about the 
possibility of their producing Cin- 
erama pix as a package. 

Whether or not S-W decides to 
pick up the Cinerama option on 
the three Louis B. Mayer proper- 


widescreen and 2-D. | ties again depends on the Justice 


Company's program calls for ap- 
proximately the same number as 
last year, 36, but the costs will be 
increased because of the use of 


| Dept.’s altitude. In any case, the 


optien covers all three—“Blossom 
Time,” “Joseph and His Brethren” 
and “Paint Your Wagon'’— and 


different processes. Meanwhile AA | doesn’t permit S-W to single out 


will continue to make program pix | 


any of the stories. S-W would have 


in 2-D to fill the demands of small- to plunk down a payment soon, if 


er theatres. 
Thus far AA has turned out one |! 
3-D film, “The Maze,” and 


will | 
o 


it is to retain the right to exercise 
the option. 


make four more in the next two} 


months. They are “Riot in Cell 
Block 11,” “House in the Sea,” 
“Dragonfly Squadron” 
Back the Night.” 





PERKINS EMERGING IN 
KEY CINERAMA ROLE 


Rapid personnel changes at the 
two Cinerama corporate setups 
over the past couple of weeks have 
obscured the new key role taken 
by Thomas L. Perkins. He's now 
chairman of Cinerama Productions’ 
newly-organized executive com- 
mittee and as such will have a 
prominent voice in policy affairs. 

Perkins was one of the Cinerama 
Originals, having been a force in 
bringing together the various prin- 
cipals who provided the _ first 
financing for the outfit. Curious 
twist was that last week Perkins 
appeared as a_ vice-president of 


Cinerama Productions for the pur- | 
outfit officer | 


pose of giving that 
representation at a 
Cinerama, Inc., and Stanley War- 
ner. Immediately following the 
session he handed in the v.p 
chevrons. This resignation, on the 
surface, was misleading for the 
reason that he had taken the of- 
ficership only tor con- 
cluve. 


meeting with 


that one 


GOLDSTEIN’S INDIE TO 


and ae MAKE 10 FOR 20TH-FOX 


Hollywood, July 21. 

Leonard Goldstein is forming a 
new indie company, Panoramic 
Productions, to carry out his re- 
cently-signed releasing deal with 
20th-Fox, calling for 10 pictures. 
Films will be produced on an indie 
| lot, still to be selected, with ac- 
tivities slated to start in four 
weeks. All the pix will be made in 
3-D and for widescreen. 


| First four, all in Technicolor, 
wil be “Gatling Gun,” with 
Rudolph Mate directing; “Three 


Young Texans,” with Henry Levin; 
“The Gorilla,” with Harmon Jones, 
and “Man in the Attic,” with Hugo 
Fregonese. New company will 
operate with independent financ- 
ing. 


. ’ 
Disney’s Clarke Back 
Ned Clarke, foreign sales exec 
for Walt Disney, returned to the 
N. Y¥. homeoffice Monday ‘20) from 
Mexico City. 
He huddied with RKO reps on 


the sale of Disney features and 
ishorts south of border. 


Nix ‘Mars’ Tax Cut 


Los Angeles, July 21. 

Edward L. Alperson was turned 
down by the L. A. County Board of 
Supervisors when he_ requested 
that the tax assessment of $47,140 
on National Pictures Corp.’s “In- 
yvaders From Mars” be wiped out. 

Producer told the board the tax 
was arbitrary and discriminatory. 
The practice, he contended, en- 
courages firms to do business else- 
where, 





C’Scope to British 
London, July 14. 

If British producers display an 
inclination to switch their produc- 
tion schedules to CinemaScope 
technique, they can anticipate more 
favored terms than those accorded 
to Hollywood film-makers. This is 
one essential factor that emerged 
from the meeting held by Spyros 
P. Skouras with some of Britain’s 
leading independents. 

Attending this gathering 
many of Britain’s most prominent 
film-makers outside the Rank and 
Korda combines. They were asked 
to indicate what they would be pre- 
pared to pay for the right to make 
itheir films in the CinemaScope 
process. They had previously been 
told by Skouras that their Holly- 
wood confreres would be paying a 
royalty of approximately $25,000 
per picture. 

At the same time, the 20th-Fox 
prexy intimated that he would not 
expect British filmsters to pay the 
| Same rate in the initial stages, but 
|there were divided opinions when 

he sought some measure of guid- 
ance, 


In some cases, the Indie British | 


producers indicated they should be 

| given rights to use the system on 
itheir first picture without any 
royalty payment, and with an 
agreed figure to be determined for 
subsequent productions. Producers 
didn’t want to be committed to a 
hard and fast contracted price. 

In order to reassure producers 
that there would be wholehearted 
cooperation, Skouras revealed at 
this closed session that he was 
seeking Board of Trade sanction to 
import the necessary equipment 
into Britain, without waiting for 
local manufacture. The applications 
are reportedly now being consider- 
'ed at top level by officials of the 
government department. 

The one thing that Skouras did 
not reveal to the assembled British 
film-makefs was his policy decision, 
taken with the accord of Darryl 
F. Zanuck, to close up his British 
production organization. In local 
trade circles it is regarded as an 
ironie twist that the news should 
break at a time when the company 
‘is promoting this new method of 
| production and is angling for Brit- 
ish support. 





Lensers Asking Pension 
Plan in New Contract; 


Holly vood, July 21. 

Cameramen’'s Local 659, IATSE 
asks a flat 15% 
working 
pension plan in the re-negotiation 
of the current basic agreement 
with the film studias. Pension 
plan calls for contributions of 15¢ 
an hour on all hours paid employ- 
}ees, plus 5° of the gross revenue 
from theatrical motion pictures 
either reissued or sold to televi- 
sion. 

Demands also call for a 3°¢ tap 
on gross payrolls for broadening 
of the current Health and Welfare 
Fund; a proposal that all outside 
photographers, except wire serv- 
ice lensers, be eliminated unde 
any circumstances, and another 
that all production crews _ be 
statfed by first and second camera- 
men, two 
photographer. 


Wage increase, 


new 





| New Col Divvy 
Columbia board of directors last 
week declared a quarterly 
cumulative preferred stock. ; 
It’s payable Aug. 15°‘to stock- 
i holders of record on July 31. 


were | 


Fuil Ban on Outsiders 


‘| U, 


condlit'ons and a! 


assistants and a still | 


divi- | 
dend of $1.0614 per share on the} 


Picture Organizations, and Al 
governing board, similarly are d 
organized tax strategies. They r 





coe 


The Statesmen 


Regardless of the outcome of the film trade’s kingsize job on 
the 20% admissions tax, the quartet of exhibitors who helmed 
the campaign rate a bow for what executives on both Coasts are 
cheering as a “statesmanlike” job. A film official, in Saluting 
H. A. Cole, Trueman Rembusch, Sam Pinanski and Pat McGee 
said he found particularly impressive the absence of any intra- 
mural conflicts in the all-industry fight as led by these four. For 
contrast, he pointed to the pergonality rhubarbs, uncooperative 
attitudes and small-talk bickering which has defeated such trade 
projects in the past as arbitration and organized research. 

Robert W. Coyne, special counsel for the Council of Motiv; 


Lichtman, member of COMP(0’< 
rawing plaudits for the efficient 
ound out the six-man team \y 


efforts may still be chalked up as so much waste of energy, if ta, 
relief eventually is denied, but whose joint endeavors, via th. 
remarkable progress already made, has convinced many in the 
trade that there’s a payoff on cooperation. 

Hopefully, it’s said, this pattern of mutual work can be adher: 
to in future projects beneficial to the entire business. The forn 
calls for a bunching of executiv 
emerge as the individual “hero.” 


e talents, with no one seeking | 








Screen Writers Guild Puts 41 Pix ; 


And TV Producers on ‘Unfair’ List 





‘Two ‘Helen of Troy’ Pix 
To Outflirt Each Other 


Possibility of two “Helen of 
| Troy” pix, one American and one 
(Italian, competing against one 
|another in 1954 arose this week 
| with the announcement in Rome 
that the Ponti-De Laurentiis stu- 
dios there had begun production 
on a “Helen” spectacle in Techni- 
color. Warner Bros. also has a 
“Helen” on its sked. 


De Laurentiis pic, which is to 


the films 
Laurentiis 


the De 
with Paramount. 


U Gets $8,000,000 
From Reissues 


Sold To Realart 


Universal has 


included in 
deal 








collected about 


| $8,000,000 so far from sale of re-| 


| issue rights to its 1933-to-1946 pix 
; to Realart under the deal closed 
| in 1947 with Realart’s Budd Rog- 
ers. Realart holds the reissue privi- 
| leges for another few years under 
| the original 10-year pact, which 
| worked out exceptionally well for 
both sides. 

However, the pix for the most 
part have been played out, and 
| from a practical viewpoint the U- 
| Realart teamup is now considered 
about over. 

U was paid $3,250,000 by Real- 
art in 1947 against a percentage 
of the reissue income over the 
years. As it worked out, U’s take 
amounted to a net of over $1,000,- 
000 per year, or the total of $8,000,- 
000 for seven years. 

Realart’s total gross is figured at 
$17,000,000. Main expenses for the 
indie outfit were in the form of 
prints and distribution fees. 
at present, is hesitant about 
any new arrangement covering re- 
issue of films made subsequent to 
| 1946. One consideration is that 
| sending a flock of these into dis- 
tribution would mean that much 
|; more competition for U's new, as 
yet unamortized, product. Another 
factor is that U is in a tough spot 
on the excess profits tax front. 





| 


| NY. toL A. 


Mort Blumenstock 
Philip Coolidge 
James R. Grainger 
George Jessel 

Bob Schmid 

Don Sharpe 
Michael Todd 
Charles M. Underhill 
Meredith Willson 


N. Y. to Europe 
Gene Autry 
Dr. Lester Coleman 
S. P. Eagle 
Georgia Gibbs 
Nunnally Johnson 
Winthrop Palmer 
Gregory Ratoft 
Fritz Reiner 
| Gottfried Reinhardt 
| George J. Schaefer 
} John Van Druten 








star Silvana Mangano, is one of | 


+ Hollywood, July 21 
Forty-one motion picture and 
|television producers have been 
| labeled “unfair” by the Screen 
| Writers Guild, in a confidentia) 
| letter sent to SWG members over 
|the weekend. The Guild said it 
|had found the producers to be 
“unfair, irresponsible or substand- 
i in their dealings with writers.” 
Simultaneously, SWG removed 
three producers from the 
list. 
Listed by SWG as “unfair” are 
|Dr. W. L. Abt, Eddie Albert. Irv- 
ling Allen, Rodney Amateau, Polan 


| 


| Banks, Wellesley Beeman and We: 


| 


unfair 


|Beeman Productions, John Beck, 
| Eddie Bracken and Bracken Pro- 
ductions, George Breakston, Jere 
ome Cappi, Yorke Coplen, Lou 
Costello and Edward Sherman, 
Andre de Toth, Jerry Fairbanks, 
Inc., Melvin Geimer and Joe Lang- 
don. 

Also Remy Hudson, Carl Kreug- 
er and Central National Pictures, 
Lee-Tuck Productions, Edward J. 
; Leven, Ben Medford, Frank Mel- 
| 





ford, Richard Morros and M. R. S. 
Productions, Lou Moss, Tony Owen 
and Tony Owen Productions, Stan- 
ley Neal and Stanley Neal Pro- 
| ductions, Seymour Nebenzal, Rich- 
ard Oswald, Richard Polimer, 
Proser-Nasser Productions, B. B. 
Ray, Ludwig P. Reiche, Al Roge}! 
(Continued on page 17) 





L. A. to N. Y, 


Ames Brothers 
Barney Balaban 
Kaye Ballard 
David Bradley 
Frank Cooper 
Jim Denton 
William Dozier 
Allan Dowling 
Walt Framer 
Zsa Zsa Gabor 
Henry Gordon 
Joseph Gershenson 
Frank Gruber 
Gloria De Haven 
Russell Holman 
Ann Jeffreys 
Max Liebman 
Frank Loesser 
Lucy Monroe 
Tony Owen 

H. C. Potter 

I. H. Prinzmetal 
Donna Reed 

Joe Roberts 
Hubbell Robinson, Jr. 
Vivienne Segal 
Patricia Ann Scully 
Robert Sterling 
Roger L. Stevens 
Franchot Tone 
Joan Vohs 

Mai Zetterling 


Europe to N. Y. 
Merriel Abbott 
Leo Carrillo 
Dick Chaplin 
Abel Green 
Richard Halliday 
Kay Harrison 
Van Heflin 
Conrad N. Hilton 
Hedda Hopper 
Fred Joyce 
Mary Martin 
Tex & Jinx McCrary 
Edward R. Murrow 
J. Carrol Naish 
David Niven 
Artur Rubinstein 
Lee Shubert 
Spyros P. Skour’s 
Earl I. Sponable 
Tony & Dorothy Weitzel 






































Wednesday; July 22, 1953 


PICTURES 8 





NEW ERA: ‘LESS PIX, LONG RUNS’ 





Sponsors Shy Away From Plug Pix, 
Blame TV, COMPO's Downbeat Note 


Exhibition’s 
of depression, with 367 houses al- | 
legedly closed since April 1, 1953, 
has backfired in an unexpected di- 
rection. Peddlers of advertising 
films designed for theatres now 


find it hard to get sponsors to go) 


for their propositions. 

Reasoning is simply that it 
doesn’t appear to make much sense 
to invest in pix for a dwindling 


audience. In addition, many of the} 


national advertisers are shelling 
out heavy coin for TV and aren't 


in a mood to supplement this with | 


ad pix for theatres. 

Distribs of “minute movies” and 
one-reelers complain’ that it’s 
tough to upbeat the industry’s 
downbeat note struck by COMPO 
and others in relation to the fight 
to have the 20° Federal admis- 
sions tax removed. They say the 
melancholy COMPO figures, show- 


” 


ing the steady drop in attendance, | 


has impressed sponsors, particu- 
larly on the national level, Selling 
argument so far has been based 
primarily on the mass circulation. 

It’s claimed by the distribs of 
the ad shorties that they can still 
deliver an audience of around 25.- 
000,000 per picture and that up to 
14,000 theatres will accept the 
plugs for which they are paid by 
the sponsor, either on the basis of 


actual attendance or via a flat deal. | 





60-Minute Documentary 
Of Boy Scout Conclave 


Hollywood, July 21 

Film industry is making a 60- 
minute documentary titled ‘Boy 
Scouts of America — Jamboree 
1953," with George Murphy as co- 
ordinator for the Scouts and James 
Stewart rounding up film actors. 
Film, made on the Irvine Ranch, 
where the boys are holding their 
annual convention, will contain 
clips of international Scouts head- 
ing for tne Jamboree from 14 for- 
eign countries. 

Documentary 
abroad by the U. 
Overseas Information Service, to 
demonstrate the American way of 


will be distributed 


life. It will be available in this | 


country to Scout troops and edu- 
cational groups. 


COAST AFL FILM COUNCI 





self-proclaimed state+¢ 


| weekend. 


| . ‘ 
| Spot is a 





‘Dervin Into New Exec 


Sales Post at RKO Ha. 


Frank P. Dervin, a district and 
branch manager for Republic the 
past nine years and previously 
with Universal 13 years, next 
}month will join the exec setup at 
the RKO homeoffice, prexy James 
R. Grainger disclosed over the past 
He’ll work directly un- 
der sales chief Charles Boasberg; 
Edward L. Walton, exec assistant 
to Grainger, and Grainger. 
newly-created one 
Dervin will not replace anyone at 
RKO, Grainger stressed 


MPAA: ‘Why Give 
Exhibs Coin When 
They Whack Us?’ 


Assn. of 
week nixed 
help fi- 


Motion Picture 
ica within the past 
further contributions to 


target of exhib blasts, simply don't 
see why they should pay to be 





abused. 


For 0’Seas Distribution 


this year, 


S. State Dept. | 


MPAA gave $5,000 each to AIl- 


lied States Assn. and Theatre Own- | 


ers of America to help each outfit 
meet convention bills in 1951 and 
1952. When a pitch for a similar 
handout was made by 
MPAA voted the turn- 


down. 
Regional exhib orgs in recent 
months have been roughing up| 


ithe companies at their local meet 
}ings over what the theatremen 
claim are unfair selling policies in 
the 3-D era. These are seen by 
| MPAA as a tipoff that the Allied | 
and TOA national conclaves simi 
larly will be used as_ platforms 
from which to hurl the brickbats at 
| the companies. 

TOA convention is skedded Nov. 
1-5 and Allied meets Oct. 5-7. 
| Curious twist is that some exhib 
|reps believe they stand a better 
| chance of collecting coin from the 
| companies individually, rather than | 


TRYING TO HALT ‘SALT’ did yen tg Ada 


Hollywood, July 21. 
Hollywood AFL Film 
took steps to prevent, if possible, 
completion of “Salt Of The Earth,’ 
controversial film made in New |} 
Mexico by a group of unfriendly | 
Red probe witnesses. Members of 
guilds and unions affiliated with 


the Council were urged to refuse to | 
work for or with persons connected 


with the film. 
M. Brewer 


Council prexy Roy 
disclosed that some 


members of AFL crafts were per- | 
mitted to work on the picture to 


obtain a complete check of its 
“Red-tainted Activities.” 

Brewer said the Council has in- 
formation that color work is being 
done outside Hollywood, because 
local labs are aware of “subversive, 
un-American purposes of the film, 
and its promoters.” He said the 
film is “one of most anti-Ameri- 
can documents ever attempted. Its 
aim is to discredit the U. S., not 
Only in the eyes of some gullible 
Americans who might see it, but 
in the eyes of natives of every 
country in the world.” 





Grainger’s N.Y.-L.A. Trek defendants in the action, 


Since he took over as president 
of RKO early this year, James R. 
Grainger has been on a N. 

A. shuttle 

Exec, 
about two weeks ago following 
Studio huddles, wings west again 
tomorrow (Thurs) 
sion upcoming with Howard 
Hughes and the RKO board, pr 
sumably anent future production 
Policy. 





Council | }on individual basis, 


who returned to Cethen | 


He has a ses-! 


| sak filmeries. One theatre topper 

said this week that the companies, 

already have 
| pledged twice the coin which 
MPAA yieled in relives 


35, 000 Words Too Wordy — 
A Script, Judge Demands 


Conspiracy suit instituted by 
Skouras Theatres, N. Y., which 
|asks damages of $88,000,000, took 
|a surprise twist over the past week 
when the entire case was dismissed 
by Federal Judge John F. X. 
McGohey. But he _ granted the 
plaintiffs the right to file an 
amended complaint. 

Jurist complained that the orig- 
inal complaint, consisting of 124 
pages and 35,000 words, is ever- 
long, and directed Skouras attor- 


neys to come back with a briefer | 
one which conforms with judicial | 


procedure. 
| Most of the major companies are | 
Loew's 


| being the principal exception 





¥. to! Crawford’s 200G ‘Guitar’ 


Hollywood, July 21. 
Joan Crawford is_ receiving 
$200,000 for “Johnny Guitar,” at 
Republic. It rolls early Septem- 
ber, with Nicholas Ray directing. 
Studio is currently mulling 


whether to do it in widescreen or 
, color. 


| On the production front 


Amer- | 


nance exhibitor conventions, for 
the reason that MPAA member 
companies, knowing they’ll be the | 


Allied for | 


Revise in Skouras Suit 


SEE MORE C 
BALLY PEA FILM 


Quietly gaining progress in top 
| distribution circles is a move to- 
| ward insistence on longer runs for 
the lesser number of films which 
Hollywood is beginning to turn out 
There’s no concerted action among 
the companies collectively but 
execs at several outfits individual- 
ly say the dictates of sound econ- 
omy point this way: “Less product 
more extended playing time, less 
risk and more money.” 








it’s un- 
derlined that the main studios have 


| about completed the adjustment to 


a new economy. Overhead has been 
lopped off considerably via_ the 
paring of talent rosters—produc- 
ers, directors, writers and players 
Where 30 to 40 pix per year were 
demanded for a sufficient absorp- 


atlabe 
tion of the overall studio opera- 











Freeman Plays Pitchpipe 
For H’wood AFM Honors 


Hollywood, July 21 

Y. Frank Freeman and Adolph 
Zukor were given life membership 
cards by Local 47, AFM, at a 
luncheon in their honor. Barney 
Balaban accepted on behalf ot 
Zukor. Presentation by Local 47 
prexy John Te Groen was “in re- 
cognition of loyal friendship and 
unselfish aid to the professional 
musician.” 

Since Freeman had to play a 
musical instrument to be eligible 
Par music department chief Louis 
Lipstone, who hosted the luncheon 
handed him a_= pitchpipe lle 
plaved it 


tions costs, 20 to 30 annually now | 


can achieve that same purpose 
The distribs are taking it from 
this point. It’s apparent that more 
money is being poured into the 
new product, per-picture-wise 
“To put it in terms of round 
figures,” 
week, “we're now 
| 000,000 for 30 pictures, 
$40,000,000 for 40 


instead of 


values—the hiring of a bigger star 
name, color or even a more out- 
standing writer.” 

Key men in distribution, who 
evidently have scuttled the long- 
kicked-around idea of “streamlin 
ing” their selling organizations in 
deference to economy, now look 
bent on pressing the longer-run 
plan instead. It’s being viewed as 
the necessary part of the lesser- 
pix, more-money program. 

Rooted In Past 

Actually, this newly formulated 
approach has been tried, and 
worked, in sporadic instances, in 


(Continue ied on hte se 17) 


$21, 450, 000 Claim 
— By S NY. Houses. 


} 
| 
Some nine corporations, either 
owning or operating five theatres 
in the New York metropolitan 
| ares, yesterday (Tues.) brought 
five triple-damage antitrust suits 
in N.Y. Federal Court which seek 
a total of $21,450,000 frem the 
major distributors. Three of the 
| houses involved are affiliates ol 
Raybond Theatres 

Largest aggregate amount is 
asked by three firms in behalf of 
the Harlem Grand Theatre’ in 
Manhattan’s Harlem section 
| Knickerbocker Theatres, Inc. want 
$7.500,000, Harlem Grand Amus 
Corp. is pitching for $300,000 and 
the Major Amus. Co. seeks $1,500,- 
000 or a total of $9,300,000 

As filed by the Yonkers law firm 
of Gorfinkel & Adler the com- 
plaints charge the majors with set- 





ting up a fixed pattern of admis- | 
local | 


maintaining 
carrying on a 


| sion prices, 
monopolies and 
| variety of other 
| practices to the detriment of the 
plaintiffs. It's also claimed that the 
_ defendant distribs “combined and 
(Continued on page 61) 


Coast Seminar Next Item 


On Busy COMPO Agenda 


With the Couneil of Motion Pic- 
|ture Organizations figuring on 
winding up its tax campaign Aug. 
} 1, by which time Congress ex- 
' pectedly will adjourn, next item 
on the industry outfit's agenda 
will be a Coast seminar. 

This will be an all-trade con- 





clave, skedded for the fall, with 
| key exhibitors, distribution reps 
{and film-makers tackling such 


| subjects as the sale of films to tele- 

vision, standardization of produc- 
tion and exhibition techniques and 
,a program of industry research, 


said a homeoffice v.p. this | 
spending $35.,-| 


pictures. The} 


: | 
extra $150,000 or so for each film | 
on the average means certain extra | 


discriminatory | 


MPEA Seeks Data 
On Group's O'Seas 
Trade for FTC 


Motion Picture Export Assn., re 
portedly at request of the Federal 
Trade Commission, ts circularizing 
its members with a questionnaire 
requesting certain facts and figures 
about their foreign operations 
Statistics will be submitted to the 
FTC for study. Matter was dis 
cussed yesterday (Tues.) at the 
foreign managers’ meet in N.Y 

Meanwhile, the FTC's continu 
ing inquiry into Motion Picture 
Assn. of America and MPEA activ 
ities was seen last week as the rea 
son for the MPAA move in elimi 
nating its international division 
| and concentrating all foreign mat 
ket operations under the MPEA 
| heading 

MPAA execs refused to detail 
their motives in dropping the in 
|ternational division tag, other 
| than to say that legal reasons were 
primarily responsible for it. Sid 
ney Schreiber, MPAA — genera) 
counsel, indicated the 
made after considerable study bys 
| lawyers. 


been going on for some time, un- 
der a veil of secrecy. It’s known 
however, that the Commission is 
acting on the complaint by an un 
identified indie group over MPAA 
practices abroad. 
There has always 
confusion over the dividing line 
between the MPAA _ international 
department and MPEA, Latte! 
operates under the Webb-Pomerene 
Act. which safeguards U.S. com 
panies against the antitrust laws 


been some 


(Continued on page 17) 


D.C. Admen Hear: ‘Give 
Theatre-Fee-TV Chance 
Against Sponsored TV’ 


Washington, July 21. 

D. C. advertising men were told 
last week that subscription and 
theatre television should be given 
a chance to compete against adver 
tising-supported TV. 

Joseph Borkin, Washington econ 
omist and publicist, who has both 
motion picture and broadcasting 
clients, told the Advertising Club 
of Washington that the answer 
should come from the public, not 
from pressure groups or propagan 
da. He foresaw a steady growth in 
these pay-for - broadcast - entertain- 
ment systems. 

“The pressures for subscription 
, television will not let it die,” he 
said at an Ad Club iuncheon 
“What advertiser could compete in 
the bidding for programs such as 
fights, baseball and football games 
and other sporting events, against 
subscription television, a system 
with a potential paying audience 
, of 20,000,000?” 


ae 


j}through its newly 


move Was 


FTC investigation of MPAA has 


‘SIMPP Maps Entry Into Foreign 
| Distrib, Charles Mayer as Topper 


Society of Independent Motion 
Picture Producers intends to enter 
the —_ distribution field abroad 
formed export 
SIMPP prexy§ Ellis 
in Washington today 
(Wed.) with Charles Mayer, one- 
time Motion Picture Export Assn. 
head in Japan, to come in and take 
over SIMPP’s foreign setup as a 
v.p 

Reached in 


association 
Arnall confers 


Atlanta, Ga., yester 
day (Tues.), Arnall also said he 
would confer with Ellen Love 
chief of the export division of the 
Federal Trade Commission, to as 
certain that the SIMPP export as 
sociation operating under the 
Webb-Pomerene Act, was in its 
rights in assuming the new com 
mercial status SIMPP itself, is 
a non-profit group 


with the domes 
Slipping and foreiga 
earnings assuming increasing im 
portance, indie producers would 
derive great benefit from SIMPP's 
new activity It would completely 
change its status abroad in that the 
org Will be asking foreign govern 
ments for permit allocations, just 
as any of the Motion Picture Assn 
of America member companies are 
doing SIMPP, until now, has re 
stricted itself to negotiating trade 
pacts abroad in cooperation with 
MPAA 

Once the FTC okays the scheme 
and Arnall and Mayer find they can 
come to terms, latter will then ga 
to the Coast to look over indie 
product available. Arnall said the 
export group would not compete 
with the other companies, but 

(Continued on page 17) 


Arnall said that, 
tic market 


Moppets’ Guild Fights 
Attempt to Brand It 
An Employment Agency 


Los Anveles, July 21. 
Contending — that the Screea 
Children’s Guild is not an employ- 
ment agency, Philip McClay asked 
Superior Court for an injunction 
restraining the city attorney from 
filing a complaint charging him 
with operating without a license 
MeClay, operator of SCG for 11 
years, declares he keeps a file on 
child players and charges parents 
$25 a year to maintain it The 
Ciuild, he says, is under no obliga- 
tion to obtain employment for the 
moppets and does not collect any 
commissions 


NSS’ IST FULL-LENGTH 
PIX DISTRIB: ‘LUTHER’ 


National Sereen Service, which 
has confined itself in the past ta 
handling trailers and accessories 
is moving into full-length feature 
distribution for the first time, fol- 
lowing consummation of a_ deal 
with Louis de Rochemont Associ- 
ates. F. Borden Mace, who heads 
the latter organization, disclosed 
this week that NSS will assume 
physical distribution of de Roche- 
mont’s 103-minute feature, ‘“Mar- 


tin Luther 


Cresson F. Smith, general sales 
manager of the de Rochemont out- 
fit, said that NSS will handle all 
aspects of marketing “Luther,” 
with exception of actual selling 
Transaction, which is on a “fee 
basis,” also calls for NSS to do the 
billing and booking. Smith noted 
however, that he'll continue to 
book the pictwre in key sites for 
extended pre-release runs 
policy, Smith indt- 
cated, calls for Luther to be 
shown largely on the same basis 
as it was screened in test engage- 
ments in Minneapolis, Hickory, 
N. C., and Houston. In those keys 
the film was exhibited at advanced 
admissions with no other product 
on the bill. With the picture mov- 
ing into national release Sept. 1, 
it’s already been set in such 
houses as the Capitol, Cincinnati, 
starting Aug. 21 and the Brandeis, 


Future sales 


,} Omaha, beginning Sept. 9. 
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Latin Levers 
(SONGS-COLOR) 





Jana Turner in tiated roman- 
tic comedy; light, engaging en- 
tertainment with good b.o. 
prospects. 





Hollywood, July 20. 
MGM release of Joe Pasternak produc 
tion. Stars Lana Turner, Ricardo Montal- 


han, John Lund, Lowis Calhern; features 
Jean Ha Fduerd Franz, Beulah Bondi, 
Joaquin ¢ Direeted by Mervyn Le 
Roy. Serecoplay, Isobel Lennart; camera 
(Technic Joseph Ruttenberg; editor, 
john McSweeney, Jr.; musical direction 
Ge ywge St sic and lyrics, Nicholas 
Brodszks La Robin: dances staged by 
Frank Vel Previewed July 15, 53. Kun 
ning time. 104 MINS. 
Nora Ta Lana Turnes 
Roberto 3 Ricardo Montalh 
Paul ¢ e - John Lund 
Grandf © svawecas Louis Caltn 
Anne |! Jean Hayen 
D1 I ewmon Eduard Franz 
Wom Beulah Bondi 
Zeca Joaquin Gal 
Howat! ( llubbe Archer MacDonaia 
Mrs. Ne . Dorothy Neum-h 
Mr. Cur Robert Burion 
a ist ’ Rita Moreno 
Film patrons looking for light 
easy-to-take escapism will — find 
“Latin Le filling the bill on 
all counis. It’s an amusing ronien- 
tic comed shaped to meet tne 
entertainmcnt demands of mosi 
any situation. Cast values are e¢x- 


cellent, with Lana Turner’s name 
as the chicf lure, the Technicolor 
tints put an aitraetive cloaking on 
the | entation, and the storys 
zips along with considerable humo) 

Hicardo ontalban pets his bist 
chance to date opposite Mis 
Turner, and should win femm« 
favor as the title's Latin Lovcr 


gorgeously gowns d 
charms foil poi 
masculine aspects ol 

character and delis 


Miss Turner } 
and her bionade 
fectly for tie 
Montalban 


ery. John Lund, third member o: 
the triang}: and Louis Calhern 
aved roue who makes sage cor- 
ments as an observer of the Jov« 


antics, are other entertaininent 
assets . 
Plot problem confronting Mis 


with $37,000,000, i 
the man she marrics 
is interested in something more 
than her money. She can't be sure 
of Lund, even though he has $48.- 
000,000, and Montalban is well-off, 
but not in the millionaire class bs 


Turner, a girl 
to make sure 


any means. Playoff of the con- 
plications in _ Isobel Lennart $ 
smartly-dialoped screenplay takcs 


place in Brazil, the romantic spot 
to which she has followed Lund 
and where she meets Montalban 
The windun proves her suspicie: 
of Lund correct and she takcs 
Montalban, first giving him hei 
money so he will have its worrics 
Many chuckles have been adro ‘ 
ly spotted bv the writing and tii 
directorial bits of business injected 
by Mervyn LeRoy. Among a nuin- 
ber of high spots are the handlin 
of Miss Turner’s first meeting with 
Montalban, what is done with the 
psychiatrist scenes, with the doc’s 
wife acidly commenting on Jife and 
patients, and the red-hot samba, 
danced by Miss Turner and Montal- 
ban to “Conie To My Arms,” one ei 
several Nicholas  Brodszky-teo 
Robin tunes that polish the footage. 
“Carlotta, Ya Gotta Be Mine,” “I 
Had to Kiss You” and “A Little 
More of Your Amor,” latier two 
sung by the Montalban character, 
and the instrumental “The Night 
and You,” are other bright tune 
spots. 
Joe Pasternak’s production guid- 
ance earns him another topnotch 
credit for escapism entertainment, 
polished and furbished to a fere- 
thee-well, to give the paying cus- 
tomers plenty for their ticket coin 
The physical dress and the player: 
appear to advantage under Joseph 
Ruttenberg's lensing. Georsve 
Stoll’s mus‘cal direction does well 
by the score and the Brodszky- 
Robin tunes. Featured players 
contributing in the enjoyment of 
the offering are Jean Hagen. Mi: 
‘Turner's secretary; Eduard Fran: 
the psychiatrist, and Dorothy 
Neumann, his wife; Beulah Bondi 
and Archer MacDonald. Brog. 


. 

RKO to Release 13 Pix 

Total of 13 pix will be releascd 
by RKO in the second half of 1953. 
president James R. Grainger to'd 
the company's sales meeting in 
N. Y. yesterday (Tues.). Selling 
plans were outlined by Charles 
Boasberg, domestic = distribution 
chief. 

Lineup includes RKO’'s | first 
3-D'er, “Second Cflance,” and Walt 
Disney's “Sword and the Ro 
Chief exec related further that 


| Retarm te Paradise 


negotiations now are underway tor 


distribution of two 
indie” productions. 


“important 





MINDLIN TO P.R. LOPERT 


Michael Mindlin, Jr., has been 
named publicity director of Lopert 
Film Distributing Corp. 

Formerly an indie flack, Mindlin 
recently returned to N.Y. after tv o 
months in Europe on a special pub- 
licity assignment for Lopert. 


(COLOR) 


Idyllic South Sea island ro- 
mantic drama with Gary 
Cooper. Excelient b.o. pros- 
pects with special handling. 








Hollywood, July 21. 


United — Artists release of Aspen 
‘Theron Warth) production. Stars Gary 
Cooper; features Barry Jones, Roberta 


Haynes, Moira MacDonald, John Hudson. 
Directed by Mark Robson. Screenplay, 
Charles Kaufman; based on book by 
teames A. Michener; camera (Technicolor), 
Winton C. Hoch; editor, Daniel Mandell; 
music composed, conducted by Dimitri 
Tiomkin. Previewed July 20, ’53. Bunning 
time, 90 MINS. 

ir. Morgan : én 
laeva coeetecesse 
Pestor Cobbett . Barry Jones | 
Pruria ; . Moira MacDonald | 
Hiarry Faber .. ‘ John Hudson 
hort : er a‘a 





Gary Cooper! } 
Roberta Haynes | 


Rori (21) Hans Kruse 
bona 4 aan Mamea Mataummua 
hura - Herbert Ah Sue 
i" ni Henrietta Gorine 
1 Ling Sein La’ili 
ilerpreter Ezra Williams 
i kins George Miedeske 
Cutter Donald Ashford 
Pree Terry Dunleavy | 
Nuss Howard Poulson 


Maeva'’s Aunt Malia 


The natural simplicity of authen- 
tic Samoan settings provides a| 
sirong, appealing background for 
this leisurely, idyllic romantic 
drama, a piece of film escapism, 
unusually adaptable to special han- } 
dling and potent exploitation. The | 
name of Gary Cooper will be no 





mall factor in stirring ticket in- | 
ierest, and its business prospects, | 
hoth in the initial showcase dates | 


nd in the following run through | 
“eneral release, are most promis- 
ing 

The Aspen presentation, 
distributed through United 


being | 
Art- | 


ists, is based on the “Mr. Morgan” 
portion of James A Michener’s | 
hestselling “Return to Paradise.” | 


It has heen produced with a com- 
pelling simplicity by Theron Warth 
nd directed with an easy-flowing 
sympathetic pace by Mark Robson, 
time being taken to develop char- 
ucterizations as well as mood. Re- 


ults are that life and love in the 
South Seas, the stuff which con- 
jures dreams for armchair voy- 





agers, is presented for maximum 
impact on imaginative viewers. 
Cooper portrays “Mr. Morgan,” 
a casual soldier of fortune taking 
his ease in the unhurried life of 
the island paradises. On one atoll 
where he decides to stay awhile, 
an island beauty attracts his atten- | 








tion to set the romance of the | 
piece. For conflict there is the 
domination of the island and the 


natives by a missionary, a man who 


has forgotten the Bible teaches | 
more than hellfire and damna- 
tion. The zealot’s efforts to oust | 


him from the paradise only makes 
Cooper more determined to stay 
and, by his example of resistance, | 
the natives are aroused to rebel | 
end return to their free and easy 
way of living, almost forgotten. 

As the story unfolds in the ex- | 
cellent script by Charles Kaufman, | 
it is actually in two parts. The | 
first ends when Cooper sails away | 
from the island after his natural | 
mate gives birth to a daughter and | 
then dies. Second part picks up| 
some years later after Worid War | 
If is underway and Cooper, by} 
now an almost legendary figure | 
among the Pacific isles, returns to | 
the scene of his former happiness, | 
finds the daughter growing up and 
the missionary a man who has re- | 
cained human understanding. The | 
drama, which resolves itself hap- 
pi'y, is concerned with Cooper's | 
reluctance to accept his daughter's | 
love and stay on. 

Cooper's delivery of the foot- | 
loose South Seas wanderer is in| 
his easy-going, understated style 
of histrionics and just right for the 
character and for the mood aimed | 
by Robson's direction. Opposite | 
him, and making a bid for screen | 
attention, is Roberta Haynes as the 
native girl, Maeva. She, too, | 
seems just right for the part. Barry 
Jones, by dint of taking a: strong | 
hold on the character, makes his 
portrayal of the zealot, Pastor Cob- | 
bett, a performance gem. Moira | 
MacDonald, three-quarters Poly- | 
nesian and recruited in Samoa for 
the role, has natural appeal as the | 
daughter. John Hudson is accept- | 
uble as an American flier who fig- | 
ures briefly in the second portion 
of the story. 

Adding much to the pastoral 
quality and the natural appeal of 
the film are the natives enacting 
natives, 

Music is an tmportant part of 
the production, both in the native 
numbers recorded in the islands, 
where all of the lensing took place, | 
and that cleffed by Dimitri Tiom- 
kin. Latter did the haunting title 
-ong, sung by Kitty White and 


, heard intermittently throughout. A 


siancout among the native dances 
is “Papao,” expressing in music 
and dance the natural impulse to-| 
wards amour among the the is- 
lands. Winton C. Hoch’s Techni- 
color photography is beautiful, 

pturing the feel of the South 
Scas settings perfectly. Brug. ' 


My Heart Goes Crazy 
“My Heart Goes Crazy,” a 
British Technicolor filmusical 


import tradeshown in New 
York yesterday ‘Tues.), was re- 
viewed from London by 


Variety Sept. 4, 1946, under 
its original title of “London 
Town.” With Sid Field and 
Greta Gynt in the top roles, the 
United Artists release was pro- 
duced and directed by Wesley 
Ruggles. Original running time 


of 120 minutes has been 
trimmed to 70. 
In appraising this entry, 


which reportedly cost $2,600,- 


000, Ebet rated it as a “mis- 
fire.” Picture’s American ap- 
peal, the reviewer added, 


“would lie in the Yank names 
associated with the produc- 
tion.” Otherwise, this series of 
production numbers draped 
around a thin story of stage 
life serve mainly as a “film 
introduction for British vaude 
comic Field.” Jimmy Van 
Heusen-Johnny Burke _ score 
was rapped for its lack of 
“quality.” 








| DE Wolfe, 
| William 


| tory 
| story, in combination with Flynn’s 


Master of Ballantrae 
(COLOR) 


Costumed Robert Louis Ste- 
venson swashbuckler. Good 
escapism filmfare, with Errol 
Flynn and_ satisfactory  b.o. 
outlook 





Hollywood, July 16. 

Warners production and release. Stars 
Errol Flynn, Roger Livesey, Anthony 
Steel; features Beatrice Campbell, Yvonne 
Furneaux, Felix Aylmer, Mervyn Johns, 
Charies Goldner, Ralph Truman, Francis 

Jack Berthier. Directed by 
Keighley. Screenplay, Herb 
Meadow; added dialog, Harold Medford; 
based on Robert Louis Stevenson novel; 
camera (Technicolor). Jack Cardiff; editor, 


Jack Harris; music, William Alwyn. Preé- 
viewed July 14, ‘53. Running time, 68 
MINS. 


Jamie Durrisdeer 
Col. Francis Burke 
Henry Durrisdeet Anthony Steel 
Lady Alison Beatrice Campbell 
Jessie Brown ..». Yvonne Furneaux 
Lord Durrisdeer Felix Aylmer 
VacKellar Mervyn Johns 


Errol Flynn 
. Roger Livesey 


Mendoza i Charles Goldner 
Maj. Clarendon .. a Ralph Truman 
Bull teeseccvceces POGMMGR Ee VeOnED 
Arnaud reeawene Jack Berthier 


Marianne 


‘ Gillian Lynne 
MacCauley 


Moultrie Kelsall 


Robert Touis Stevenson's 
Master of Ballantrae” provides a 
tailor-made vehicle’ fer Errol 
Flynn, It's a Technicolored swash- 
buckler that should rate a satisfac- 
playoff, since the type of 


“The 


name, augurs well for its release 


chances. Picture was filmed over- 
seas, mostly in Scotland, and the 
backgrounds are a colorful addi- 


tion to the period values and es- 

capism of the Warners presenta- 

tion. 
Commercial 


and exploitation 


, Values of the production are good, 


and they are unfolded under Wil- 
liam Keighley’s direction with the 
kind of action that usually rates 
attention from the average film- 
goer, even if by-passed by most 
critics. Character development, in 
the plotting, is elementary, with- 
out much shading, but the move- 
ment is brisk and the handling 
gets the most out of the Herb 
Meadow script and the competent 
cast to sharpen the romantic val- 
ues of the 18th century adventure 
yarn, 

Flynn's customery heroics are 
brought off with debonair dispatch, 
whether it’s wooing the girls, 
duelling or engaging in mass bat- 
tle. He’s seen as Jamie Durrisdeer, 
heir to the Scottish estate of Bal- 
lantrae, who joins a Stuart rebel- 


lion against the King of England, | 


becomes a fugitive after the rebels 
are put down and flees to the West 


| Indies with Irish adventurer Roger 


Livesey, believing he had been be- 
traved to the British by his brother, 
Anthony Steel. In the tropics, the 
doughty pair outwit pirates, escape 


/with enough wealth to enable them 


to return to Scotland, where Flynn 
expects to revenge himself on his 


| brother and marry Beatrice Camp- 


bell. Instead, believing Flynn dead, 
she’s become engaged to the 
brother. Eventually, the family 
misunderstanding is righted, Flynn 
again escapes the British and takes 
off for the new 
girl and Livesey. 

Livesey is colorful and humor- 
ous as Flynn's chief partner in the 
swashbuckling. Miss Campbell is 


gracious and beautiful as Lady Ali-| Merv Griffin, band vocalist turned 
son, Yvonne Furneaux, a girl with | actor, portrays a young man who 


whom Flynn 
curicular wooing, and = Gillian 
Lynne, a_pirate’s dancing girl 
friend, also provide femme beauty. 


pitches some extra 


world with the | 


| film star, gets a semi-biographical 





' 
| 
} 


Miss Lynne’s dance, in a gossamer | 


blouse, will draw close male scru- 
tiny. Steel, Jack Berthier, an effete 
but murderous pirate, and Francis 
DE Wolfe, his giant killer, are 
among others showing up. 
Harold Medford contributed add- 
ed dialog and the talk has a saucy 
tone fitting to the show, if not to 
the period. Jack Cardiff's 
lensing is excellent. However. 
some scenes were not taken with 
wide-angle projection in mind, so 


; adapted by Max Steiner. directed 


color | 
|do Robert Burks for 


there’s an occasional loss of pic- 
ture, most notably when a ship 
goes sailing along with only its 
sails showing. If to be given wide- 
angle screening, as at the preview, 
this scene and several others should 
be trimmed. Costumes, settings 
and background music are = good. 
rog. 





Se This Is Love 
(MUSICAL-—-COLOR) 





Musical biopic of Grace 
Moore, pleasingly played and 
sung by Kathryn Grayson; 
good b.o. generally. 


Hollywood, July 17. 


Warners release of Henry Blanke pro- 
duction. Stars Kathryn Grayson; features 
Merv Griffin, Joan Weldon, Walter Abel, 
Rosemary DeCamp, Jeff Donnell, Douglas 
Dick. Directed by Gordon Douglas. Screen- 
play, John Manks, Jr.; based on_ Grace 





Moore’s autobiography; camera (Techni- | 
color), Robert Burks; editor, Folmar | 
Blangsted; musical numbers staged and | 
directed by LeRoy Prinz; musical direc- | 
tion, Ray Heindorf; music adapted by 
Max Steiner. Previewed July 10, ‘53. Run- 
ning time, 100 MINS. 


Grace Moore ..........- Kathryn Grayson 
Buddy Nash ........+-.. ... Merv Griffin 
EE EE csceddieves ; . Joan Weldon 


Walter Abel 


Col. Moore ‘ d 
. Rosemary DeCamp 


Aunt Laura Stokley 
Henrietta Van Dyke Jeff Donnell | 
Bryan Curtis Douglas Dick 
MEE, MEGOTE .nccccceese ..%... Ann Doran 
Edna Wallace ... Margaret Field 
Mary Garden Mabel Albertson 
Dr. Marafioti ; Fortunio Bonanova 
Marilyn Montgomery . Marie Windsor | 
Grace Moore (8) .... Noreen Corcoran | 
Dance Specialty ; The Szonys 
Mrs. Wilson Green ... . Lillan Brensen | 
J6éhn McCormack ...... . Ray Kellogg | 
Otto Kahn = Roy Gordon | 
Arnold Reuben .., Moroni Olsen 
Gatti Casazza ........ ' Mario Siletti 
Arthur Bodansky .... Charles Meredith 
George Gershwin William Boyett 


—_— _——_— 


An ll-year span in the life of 
Grace Moore, the late opera and 


treatment in this Warners presen- 
tation. It is an excellent musical, 
beautifully played and sung by 
Kathryn Grayson, that will please 
most audiences and may catch on 
for good business generally. The 
story could have used a stronger 
male interest, with a name match- 
ing Miss Grayson’s, to bolster ro- 
mance values and b.o. prospects, 
but it still deals out a good hand 
of entertainment for viewers, 

The tasteful production presen- 
tation by Henry Blanke bases its | 
episodes on fact drawn from} 
“You're Oniy Human Once,” the 
Grace Moore autobiography pub- 
lished in 1944, but makes no at- 
tempt-to be a strictly correct bio- 
pic. Career highlights span the 
period between 1917 and 1928, 
from the time Miss Moore was a 
teen-aged Jellico. Tenn., choir 
girl singing “Christ the Lord Has 
Risen Today,” until she made her 
successful Metropolitan Opera de- 
but singing the role of Mimi in 
“La Boheme.” 


” 


Miss Grayson’s fine lyric soprano 
rises to all song occasions, wheth- 
er hymn, pop or classic. She is 
sock in singing the beautiful “La 
Boheme” finale, and just as en- 
gaging, in a different way, while 
giving a vocal and physical demon- 
stration of “I Wish I Could Shim- 
my Like My Sister Kate.” Sooth- 
ing to the ear are “Waltz Song,” 
“Voi Che Sapete”’ and “Jewel 
Song,” and in a more pop vein, 
“The Kiss Waltz,” “Time On My 
Hands,” “Tickle Toe” and ‘“Ciri- 
biribin.” 

The John Monks, Jr., screenplay 
rates excellent direction from Gor- 
don Douglas. His guidance plays 
the episodic development for hu- 
man interest, so that the sequences 
are alive. An early flashback es- 
tablishes Grace Moore as a non- 
conformist, even as a child; then 
deals with the period when she 
persuaded her tather to let her 
study music seriously. Later, she 
runs away to N.Y., sings briefly in 
a night club, misses her first 
chance at a musical show, gradu- 
ally moves up the success ladder 
to become a musical star and then 
gives it up to tackle grand opera. 
Such true-life figures as Mary 
Garden, Dr. Marafioti, Arnold Beu- 
ben, John McCormack, Otto Kahn. 
Gatti-Casazza and George Gersh- 
win are seen briefly and are com- 
petently played by character per- 
formers, 


A brilliant standout, aside from | 
Miss Grayson’s singing, is the mu- 
sical number featuring the Szonvys. 


supplies Miss Moore with a slight 
romantic interest early in the pic- 
ture. Douglas Dick is the second 
romantic figure in the singer’s 
life, but he, too, is sacrificed to her 
determination to become a star. 
Walter Abel, the father; Rosemary 
DeCamp, an understanding aunt. 
and Ann Doran, the mother, are 
good. Music for the film was 





by Ray Heindorf, with LeRoy Prinz | 
staging and directing the musical | 
numbers. All rate good crediis, as_ 
his Techni- 
color photography and the other 
technical contributions. Brog. ! 


Inferue 
(3-D—-COLOR) 


Fairly interesting 3-D 

im coler with ehay bene 

pects generally. 

Tavtlens te etn 
undigan swing to -the. 
a—=—=—- 





Hollywood, July | 

20th-Fox release of William le a 
duction. Stars Robert Ryan, Rhonda Flem- 
ing, William Lundigan; features Larry 
Keating, Henry Hull, Carl Betz, Robert 
Burton. Directed by Roy Baker. Written 
by Francis Cockrell; camera (Technico|o,) 
Lucien Ballard; editor, Robert Simpson: 
music, Paul Sawtell. At Iris, Hollywood 
Calif, July 18, °53, Running time, 43 
MINS. 
Carson . 
Geraldine Carson ... 
Joseph Duncan . 
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Three-D and Technicolor are 


used effectively to make this sus. 
pense melodrama a fairly enter. 
taining entry with okay prospects 
in its playdates. Film, announced 
as 20th-Fox’s first and only 3-D 
presentation. has the familiar 
names of Robert Ryan, Rhonda 
Fleming and William Lundigan to 
swing top-of-the-bill bookings gen- 
erally. 
It’s a 


t romantic triangle that 
springboards the plot of how a 
rich, spoiled man finds himself 


when left to die on the desert by 
his wife and her lover. The re- 
generation occupies most of the 
footage and has a tough drive, well 
projected by Ryan, that manages 
to hold the interest despite the 
preoccupation of the film with too 
much of the @ifficulties through 
which the hero has to labor. 

Playboy Ryan is left to die of 

thirst and a broken leg by Miss 
Fleming and Lundigan while on a 
prospecting trip. Driven by a de- 
sire to defeat their murder plot 
and get revenge, he finds re- 
sources within himself to conquer 
the burning heat, the bitter cold 
and other dangers of a laborious. 
painful crawling across sands and 
up and down eanyons. Climax 
comes when, although still with a 
broken leg, he bests Lundigan in 
a hight in a remote prospector’s 
cabin. 
_ Backing Ryan's excellent work 
is that of Miss Fleming and Lundi- 
gan, plus major acting assists from 
Henry Hull, old prospector; Larry 
Keating. Rvan’s business manager, 
and Car] Betz and Robert Burton. 
officers directing the search for 
the missing playboy. 

Roy Baker's direction of the 
Francis Cockrell screen story ac- 
cents the forceful drama capably 
and William Bloom’s production 
supervision is well-polished. There 
are no obvious 3-D tricks in the 
excellent photography bv Lucien 
Ballard. the few fiving objects be- 
ing tied in naturally with the storv 
and treatment. The Paul Sawtel! 
score, directed by Lionel Newman, 
is an asset. Brog. 


I, the Jury 
(3-D) 








Wordy private-eye murder 
thriller, with exploitation val- 
ues in 3-D and Mickey Spi!- 
lane reputation for hardboiled 
sex mellers, 





Hollywood, July 20 


United Artists release of Victor Saville 
production. Introduces Biff Elliott: fea- 
tures Preston Foster, Peggie Castle. Mar- 
faret Sheridan, Alan Reed. Directed by 
Harry Essex. Screenplay, Essex. from the 
Mickey Spillane novel: camera, John 
Alton: editor, Frederick Y. Smith: music, 
Franz Waxman. Previewed July 17, 53 
Running time, 87 MINS. 


Mike Hammer ............ . Biff Elliot 
Capt. Pat Chambers ...... Preston Foster 
Charlotte Manning ........ Peggie Castle 
tae, , PRR rey Margaret Sheridan 
George Kalecki ........ .. Alan Reed 
Myrna ...... oo #8 Frances Osborne 
Hal Kines ........ -. Robert Cunningham 
Pe ccnnsetos eeevesesss Elisha Cook, Jr 
err ee ee Paul Dubov 
Eileen Vickers ........ +» Mary Anderson 
Mary Bellamy .......... Seetes Tani Seitz 


Esther Bellamy .. 
Jack Williams 
Dr. Vickers 


ee Dran Seitz 
.». Robert Swanger 
$0006 680606-06.6% John Qualen 





Mike Hammer, Mickey §_ illane’s 
hardboiled private eye, who has a 
big following among pulp fiction 
readers, makes his bid for a screen 
following in “I, the Jury,” initial- 
ler of a series Victor Saville will 
produce for United Artists release. 
The takeoff is a wordy murder 
melodrama, with sex overtones, 
that has good exploitation values 
in the use of 3-D and the Spillane 
fiction reputation. 

Harry Essex both directed and 
wrote the presentation from Spil- 
lane's novel of the same title. The 
sus nse element is not too strong, 


| but such ingredients as brutal mob 


strong boys, effete art collectors 
with criminal tendencies. sexy 
femmes with more basic tendens 
cies, and a series of unsolved kill- 
ings, are mixed together in satis- 
factory quantities for the undis- 
criminating entertainment seeker. 


(Continued on page 20) 











yer 


antinn 





_ 





‘Cin. 





Wednesday, July 22, 


1953 


~ 


PICTURES 7 





OPS TO VIDPIX 





N.J. Exhib Hypos B.O. With Cut-Price 
Store Goods, Soothes Ruffled Dealers 


“Dish night” and free 
ware to the ladies have been im- 

yved upon by Sid Stern, opera- 
tor of the State Theatre, Elizabeth, 
N. J. These time-honored boxof- 

e stimulants, usually distributed 
to patrons cuffo by the exhibitor, 
have been supplanted by 
“bargain” merchandise for a cash 
consideration. 

Idea behind the plan, Stern ex- 
plained this week, is that not 
only is attendance encouraged by 
availability of quality merchandise 
at a lower price than elsewhere, 
but the theatre itself makes a 
profit on sale of each article. Over 
the past three months, the State's 
offerings have ranged from Easter 
hams to nylon stockings. 

As might be expected, 
position was encountered from lo- 
cal merchants who complained 
about price - cutting. However, 
Stern said in the case of the ny- 
lon stockings he squared a hosiery 


shop's beef on “unfair competi- 
tion” thusly: “After all, this bar- 
gain (about 30c less than the 
store’s price) is only for a week. 
If women are satisfied with the 
brand, they'll be willing to pay 
the difference and make future 


purchases at your store.” 

Bestsellers were the nylons and 
some TV-beer’ glasses. Latter, 
Stern recalled, sold in most chain 
drugstores at eight for about $2. 
But, he added, the State marketed 
them for $1.45 and still made a 
nice profit. 

Human psychology puzzles Stern. 
On a tieup with a nearby Gulf Oil 
dealer, he aranged a certificate 
sale whereby if a State Theatre 
patron bought a voucher for $2 
he could redeem it at the Gulf 
station for 10 gallons of gas, or a 


clear saving of 67c at the prevail- | 


ing price of regular gas 

Curiously, comparatively few 
State customers availed themselves 
of this offer. Stern, however, 
thinks it a meritable piece of pro- 
motion and plans to try it again 
sometime. Gulf dealer went for 
the plan on the theory that if 100 
people presented cetificates for 
gas, he might retain 10 as regular 
customers, 

Stern looks upon his merchan- 
dising as charged with all kinds of 
possibilities. He’s even mulling 
sale. of cutrate jewelry and 
watches. Who knows, he says, the 
theatre of today may become the 
department store of tomorrow? 
State’s bargains, incidentally, are 
spotlighted to patrons via trailer 
messages and lobby displays. 


Bally for Chi Cinerama 
Bow So Hot, They Order 
Seats for Next Winter 


Chicago, July 21. 
_ Concentrated promotion is lead- 
ing to heavy advance ticket sales 
for Cinerama, bowing here at 
Eitel’s Palace Theatre on July 29. 
Both matinee and evening seats 
are in demand, with regular sales 
extending into November. One 
block of seats has even been or- 





dered for next January by furni- | 


ture men who convened here last 
month. 

Radio and TV are chiefly being 
relied upon for expletation. Mid- 
west preem will feature a remote 
pickup by NBC locally, with 
WNBQ's Bob Murphy and Kay 
Westfall, Stars of the “Bob and Kay 
Show” interviewing VIPs and 
show biz personalities who are in- 
vited to the initial showing. First 
performance is a benefit for Laké 
Villa Ss Peacock Camp for crippled 
Children. 

Cinerama is also buying radio 
time for the premiere, with a tape 
pickup skedded from in front of 
the Palace, Lee Bennett working 
the remote mike. 
the festivities will be aired on 
WMAQ the next evening. 

Chi Cinerama is erecting its three 
Projection booths on the mezzanine 
floor instead of on the main floor, 
as theatres in N. Y., Hollywood and 
Detroit have done. Local staff has 

(Continued on page 17) 
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| Philly Patrons Get 3-D 


‘ ’ ° 
Permanent’ Polaroids 

Philadelphia, July 21. 
The AB-PT Tower, located in the 
69th St. section of Upper Darby, is 
|conducting a new experiment. The | 
house is giving its patrons perma- | 
;nent polaroid glasses of an im- 
|proved type distributed by Na- 

| tional Screen Service. 

| Jay Wren, division manager, says | 
j that the theatre has the “utmost | 
| confidence in its patrons, and be- | 
ilieves they will bring the" glasses | 
with them time after time to wit- 


ness future 3-D features properly.” | 
} 





‘Okla’ to Roll By 
Fall, Sez Todd 


] 
| 


| 





Production of “Oklahoma” in 
| the Todd-AO widescreen process 
|is skedded to proceed during the | 
| fall with casting tests due on the | 
Coast this week, says Mike Todd in | 
denying prior reparts that the} 
Rodgers & Hammerstein musical | 
wouldn't roll until next year. 
Todd, who flew in from the 
Coast and after a brief stopover 
in Buffalo and New York flew back 
again, disclosed that there now 
| was a chance for press and trade 
demonstrations of the Todd-AO 
system in the fall, “probably Octo- 
| ber.” Todd returned east yester- 
| day (Tues.) and left again for the 


| Coast. He expects to be back later 
this week and may then go to 
Europe. 

He said he had hired Harry 


Stradling as cameraman and Nor- 
man Cook as unit manager for 
“Oklahoma,” and that backgrounds 
for the production are being 
| lensed now. Indoor sequences will 
| follow in the late fall and outdoor 
shots that have been missed will 
be taken in early spring of '54. 


Chi ‘Miracle’ Ban Ruling 
Called Big Step Towards 
Ending Pix Censorship 


Chicago, July 21. 
Judge Harry Fisher's ruling in 
Circuit Court that the banning of 
“The Miracle” is illegal here has 
been called ‘‘a great step forward 
toward ending film censorship in 
Chicago, once and for all” by five 








| 1S 


i series 


| exhibs 








attorneys representing the Amer- 
ican Civil Liberties Union. 

Their public statement, made 
| immediately after the court's de- 
cision, denounces the city censor- 
ship ordinance, in that it “clearly 
violates the free speech and free | 
| press provisions of the First} 
| Amendment to the United States | 
| Constitution as applied to any film. 


While Judge Fisher did not rule! . 
rector of “Riot In Cell Block 11” at 


on that point, we think his deci- | 
sion is a telling blow against all! 
censorship, and brings closer the 
| day when people of Chicago can | 
| decide for themselves what they 
| want to see, rather than having a 
| police captain making the decision 
| for them.” 

Civil Liberties petition had re- 
| quested the city ordinance to be 
declared unconstitutional, but 
Judge Fisher's action affected only 


| “Miracle” was neither immoral nor | 
| indecent, and that it did not tend | 
| to discredit any religion as the city | 
contended, basing his decision on 
|'a U. S. Supreme Court ruling for 


|the same picture after it was 
| banned in New York City. 
City attorneys plan to appeal 


| the action, according to John C. 
Melanphy, assistant corporation 
| counsel. Leon Despres, Charles 
| Liebman, Abner J. Mikva, Richard 
| Orlikoff and Sanford Wolff, at- 
| torneys for ACLU, said they would 
| file a cross-appeal against that of 
the city’s. 
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EXHIBS NIK ANY 
ENEMY TRAFFIC" 


Exhibs are in no mood for book- 
ing TV pix in any form and on 
any terms, according to indie dis- 
tribs in N. Y. trying to peddle 
them. Attitude of the theatre ops 
that it would be an insult to 
their patrons to book a pic which 
some might already have seen on 
the air. 

“If anyone comes around here 
with such a proposition he'll have 
his head handed to him,” com- 
mented the booker of one of the 


major circuits in N. Y. last week | 
(17). 
Tele film procucers for some 


time have been dreaming of tap- | 


ping the theatre b.o., 
TV run in an area Among 
that have been offered to 
have been “Dragnet” and 
“Foreign Intrigue.” There are in- 
dications that the half-hour reelers 
may fare better in attempts to get 
into theatrical exhibition 

Indies turning out TV pix have 
been encouraged by reports that 
British exhibs would be willing to 
buy up all U. S. exports of that 
type film, to keep them from go- 
ing on the British Broadcasting 
Corp.'s. TV network While the 
proposition isn’t being taken seri- 
ously, it at least indicates a basic 
willingness to book stich product. 

An indie who was trying to sell 
TV films to theatres said the idea 
was nixed down the line by the 
drive-ins which, a few years ago, 
might have given the matter a sec- 
ond thought. “Today, when they 
are trying to compete with the in- 
door situations, the outdoor situ- 

(Continued on page 17) 


3-D Specs Make Kiddies 
Fidgety; Make ’Em Fit, 
Sez Ozoner Exec Ezell 


Dallas, July 21. 

Claude Ezell, organizer of the 
International Drive-In 
Owners Assn., and head of Ezell & 
Associates, ozoner operators in the 
state, claims that present polaroid 
viewers Cannot be made to fit chil- 
dren. 

He urged that special viewers 
for the youngsters be developed as 
quickly as_ possible, as it “is 
through the youngsters that drive- 
in theatres derive a great amount 
of their business.” 

Ezell pointed out that youngsters 
quickly tire of using the viewers 
made for grownups and_ start 
getting fidgety after awhile, and 
then start to nag their parenis to 
the extent that the evening is 
spoiled for everyone, 














Hollywood, July 21 
Sol Halprin signed a new pact 
as executive director of photog- 
raphy after 37 years with 20th-Fox 
Crane Wilbur bowed out as di- 


Allied Artists because of differ- 
ences of opinion in handling the 
script. 

Ben Pivar sold his interest in 


| the Independent Film Library to 


his partner, Norman Cerf, and will 
devote his full time to film pro- 
duction...Andre de Toth will di- 
rect Warners’ “The Bounty Hunt- 
er,” with Marie Windsor playing 
opposite Randolph Scott...Tommy 
Walker, USC bandleader, drew a 


20th-Fox. 

Dore Schary and Pete Smith 
commended by the Treasury Dept 
for production of the short sub- 
ject, “Cash Stashers.” Metro's 
“Gypsy Colt” troupe left for five 
days of filming in the Mojave Des- 
..Mary McLemore makes her 
screen bow as a pioneer woman in 
Wayne-Fellows’ “Hondo.” 

Norma Nevens makes her film 
bow in Metro’s “Rhapsody,” pro- 
duced by her father, Lawrence 
Weingarten ... Warners assigned 
Paul Picerni to a key role in “The 
Bounty Hunter.”...Edward Small 

(Continued on page 17) 
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Leads 20th to 


C’Scope to Double Width 
Of Pix Image: Lichtman 


CinemaScope aims to make pos 
sible in each theatre “at least 
ltwice the width” of the present im- 
| age and at least the same height, 
|}along with stereophonic sound. Al 
| Lichtman, 20th-Fox director of dis 
| tribution, said this last week in a 
j letter accompanying a brochure on 








ee 





surveying theatres for Cinema- | 
| Scope. Technical manual was 
jmailed to exhibs and equipment 
|supply houses, 


The 20-page booklet provides de 
tails of CinemaScope equipment 
}such as the lens, aperture, screen 
|and sound and goes also into items 
that are not part of the Cinema 
|Scope package. These include the 
lscreen curtain, the frame, masking 
and the ports. 


East Pic Lab Plug 


Eastern film labs are the latest 
group to seek recognition via 
screen credits. Aim to acquaint the 


” 


so-called “captive,”’ company-affili- 
ated labs. Association currently 
has 19 members and has made a 
number of approaches to get TC 
into the fold 

Neal Keehn of the Calvin Co., 
Kansas City, last week was named 
prexy as the lab org set up a per- 
manent slate of officers. John Stott, 
of DuArt, N. Y., is veepee in 
charge of publicity and engineer- 
ing; George Colburn, Chicago, was 
picked as treasurer and Byron 
Roudabush, Washington, secretary. 

Program for the year also in- 
cludes organization of credit info 
exchange setup among the labs, 
various engineering projects and 
a plan to investigate various 
methods aimed at insuring color 
process compatibility. 


Twin City Ops May Nix 
Theatre Telecasts Of 
Notre Dame, Hoop Games 


Minneapolis, July 21. 
There are two Minneapolis and 
one St. Paul theatre equipped with 








| big screen TV—the Paramount cir- | 


cuit's Minneapolis Radio City and 
| St. Paul Paramount and the Ber- 


| ger circuit’s local Gopher—but in- | 


| dications are that none will go for 
ithe newly-organized Box Office 
Television's closed circuit telecasts 
of the Notre Dame football games 
or Globetrotters basketball con- 
contests, just offered to them. 

Harry B. French, president 
ithe Minnesota Amusement Co. 
| (Paramount chain), says that, on 
| the basis of past performances, he 
| can’t wax enthusiastic over the at- 
tractions. A Notre Dame football 


|City last year failed to attract 


|the one picture. He ruled that) role in “Hell and High Water” at | profitable patronage. Cost involved 


|makes the gamble too great, he 
| feels. 

French thinks that the only foot- 
| ball games telecasts which might 
| be profitable for his theatres, if 
| had exclusively, would be those of 
ithe U. of Minnesota away from 
| home and that of the Rose Bowl. 
| Gil Swenberger, Berger @rcuit 
| general manager, is “studying” the 
| offer, but he made plain that it 
| didn’t hold much appeal for him. 
The fact that his boss, Bennie Ber- 
| ger, is one of the owners of the 
| Minneapolis Lakers professional 


(Continued on page 61) 


Via Film Credits: 


public with the labs and _ their 
activities is part of a program | 
| adopted in N. Y. last week (16) 
by the Assn. of Cinema Labora- 
tories. 

Group also determined to spark 
a membership drive aimed par- 
ticularly at Technicolor and the 


of | 


| game telecast exclusively at Radio | 


‘Quota’ Pix Mixup Irks U.S. Majors, 


Drop British Prod. 


* Comparatively high cost of pro- 
j}duction in Britain, a sharp reduc- 
tion in output as a result of Cine- 
maScope, lack of surplus pounds 
and difficulties with “quota” pix, 
were cited as the reasons last week 
for 20th-Fox’s decision to drop its 
British production setup 


Problem with quota films lensed 
in Britain has become a headache, 
|not only for 20th, but also for the 
other U. S. producers. They've no 
trouble getting the quota label, 
which has advantages in Britain 
and the Commonwealth, since it 
insures booking privileges and also 
permits additional imports from 


ithe U. S. for any one company. 
Inequity comes, however, when 
the British quota pix, made by 


American companies, are exported. 
Several countries, such as Ger- 
many, Belgium and France, for in- 


stance, have begun to kick about 
the necessity of having to pay in 
dollars for a British quota film. 


Their argument is that, being Brit- 
ish, it should earn sterling. The 
British, on the other hand, aren't 
| happy about accumulating sterling 
| balances credited to the American 
distribs, which the latter then try 
to work out as dollars from the 
British Treasury 


American execs admit that hav- 


| ing to argue for the merits of a 
British quota picture as being 
American the minute it leaves 


Britain puts them into an awkward 
position, which they find difficult 
to justify. It's believed that, should 
the problem become more acute, it 
|may well be solved by cutting 
down on production in Britain. 

| Distribs have no great difficulty 
| getting dollars out of that country 
via the 29 permitted uses under 
the current remittance agreement 
In fact, even though they had 
| waived transfer rights on the $5,- 
| 000,000 accrued to them under the 
| Eady plan for 1952-53, hey have 
|managed to work practically all 
'of that coin out indirectly. As re- 
|} sult, Americans are now faced with 


| the possibility of the British refus- 


ling to guarantee remittance of fu- 
ture Eady money. 





| 





| Jersey Theatres Reopen 
As City Feud on Burley 
Showings Is Settled 


Long Branch, N. J., July 21. 


Adjustment of a dispute between 
| theatre operator Walter Reade and 
‘the local administration resulted in 
|reopening of the Paramount and 
Strand Theatres Saturday (18). 
Reade closed the two houses on 
| July 7 following a month-long con- 
| troversy with the City Commission 
lover introduction of burlesque at 





the Paramount. 

Burley policy was withdrawn 
shortly after four strippers and 
| Par manager Fred Bartholdi were 


jarrested on charges of having par- 
ticipated in an indecent perform 
jance. All five, each of whom is out 
}on $500 bail, are scheduled to ap- 
pear before the Monmouth County 
Grand Jury Thursday (23) in 
Freehold, the county seat. 
{ Jn addition to the arrests, the 
City Commission took steps to re- 
voke the Paramount's _ license. 
However, these proceedings were 
discontinued after a six-man Cham- 
ber of Commerce committee suc- 
cessfully huddled with Reade and 
the city fathers in an effort to 
smooth out the sore points. Local 
clergy led the opposition against 
the Par's” short-lived burlesque 
policy. 

When Reade suddenly closed 
| both houses, his action left the city 


without a theatre. Long Branch 
| Record, local daily, printed peti 
i/tion forms for readers to urge 


Reade to reconsider. Other peti- 
ltions were privately circulated. 
|Meanwhile, with “Shane” now on 
| Par’s screen and a twin bill fea- 
'tured at the Strand, the rival camps 
| appear to view the long rumpus as 
la closed matter. In fact, Mayor 
| Alexander Vineburg has pledged 
\ cooperation with the Reade loop. 
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ACT Asks BOT To Stop U.S.-Backed 
Brit. Pix From Sharing in Eady Com 


London, July 21. + 


4 request Was made to the gov-| 
ernment last week to stop Yank- | 
sponsored British productions from | 
collecting their share of the Eady | 
fund. The Board of Trade was re-| 
quested to revise the quota regula- | 
ind thus end the “anomaly” | 


tions 
of | British subsidy being partially 
diverted to aid foreign-controlled | 
companies. Under the arrangement | 
ipproved by the president of the 
Board of Trade, all pictures reg- |} 


' 
istered as British quota are eligible 


to ara their percentage of the 
ka revenue and, on its current 
distribution, it adds upwards of 
40 to the doimestic British gross 


Provided that U.S. majors which 
film in Britain observe the regula- 
tions of the 1948 Films Act, ali 
their productions that qualify for 
quota are automatically eligible for 
Eady coin. It is felt in some trade 
circles that this is something of a 
departure from the original con- 
ception of the Eady subsidy be- 
cause it could lead to the diversion 
of currency designed basically to 
British studio industry 
Under the Anglo-American Film 
Agreement, for example, some U.S. | 
film companies have converted 
their Eady proceeds into doliars. 

This point of view was put to 
Harry Strauss, parliamentary 
retary to the Board of Trade, last 
week by a deputation from the 
Assn. of Cine Technicians in line! 
with a resolution passed at its last 
annual meeting 

Added point is given to the union 
claim by virtue of the fact that the | 
output by Hollywood majors in 
Britain includes some of the top 
grossers. Metro hit the jackpot 
with its Elstree production of | 
“Ivanhoe” while the RKO-Disney 
live-action version of “‘Robin Hood” | 
was in somewhat like category. WB 
also did well with “The Crimson 
Pirate.” 

In the last few months there has 
been an upsurge of Yank-promoted 
British films, including the entry | 
of Columbia with a trio of Alan 
Ladd starrers and the Republic 
deal with Herbert Wilcox for six 
films. 

Representations have also been | 
made to the government by the | 
ACT in support of its policy deci- 
sion not to process foreign pix | 
which have been dubbed abroad. 
The union at the same time re- 
jected an appeal by Sir Henry L. 
French, director-general of the 
British Film Producers Assn. for 


aid the 


sec- 


lifting the ban. According to the | 


union, 65 dubbed-lItalian films were 
waiting “to be dumped into Brit- 
ain” the moment the ban was 
raised. 

In its overtures, ACT urged a 
revision of the Films Act to give 
the same protection as was granted 
in continental countries. 


Irish Pix Group Lauds 
‘Gorki’; Juves Rate ‘Waltz’ 
And Whodunits As No. 1 


Dublin, July 14. 

Irish Film Society rated “The 
Childhood of Maxim Gorki" as 
tops of screening list in past year, 
with Jap-produced “Rashomon” 
second, and Italian “Domenica 
d'Agosto” third. 

“Bievele Thieves” ([talian) topped 
the commercial screenings, accord- 


ing to Society's longhair poll; 
“Death of a Salesman” (Col), 
“Sound Barrier” (British Lion), and 


“Cry, the Beloved Country” (Col), 
in next three places. 

Juvenile audiences 
Great Waltz” as tops, with Robert 
Flaherty’s “Louisiana Story” at 
bottom of the list. Moppets were 
unanimous in voting detective pix 
their: favorite story line. 


voted “The 


New Folies Bergere 
Revue Set for London 


London, July 21. 

A new Folies Bergere revue 
Opens at the Prince of Wales, Sept. 
24, replacing the current produec- 
tion, “Paris to Piccadilly,” which 


folds Aug. 22 after nearly 1,000 
performances. The new produc- 


tion, tentatively titled “Pardon My 


French,” will star local comic 
Atwell. 
After its closure, the current 


presentation opens a South Afri- 
can tour Norman Wisdom, who 
Stars, will not be joining the unit 
because of film commitments. 


| gin operations Aug. 1, 





Valdes Set for Bogota; 
Ballet Concerts Scores 


Bogota, July 14 
Miguelito Valdes will make his 
debut at this Colombian capital 
July 27, at Radio Nueva Granada. 


He'll be here for four weeks, with 
options. McConkey Artists Corp. 
set the deal 

Another McConkey attraction 
Ballet Concerts, opened here last 
Thursday (9) at the Teatro Colon 


to a boff reception, with President 
Rojas Pinillos and the diplomatic 
corps in attendance. Bogota Sym- 
phony Orchestra accompanied the 
ballet troupe. Troupe is here this 
week, then fills dates in additional 
Columbian cities before going on 
to other South American countries. 


Jap Clients Beef 
On High TV Cost 


Tokyo, July 14. 

Big business in Japan is balking 
at advertising rates on television. 
The country’s first commercial 
skein, the Japan Television Broad- 
casting Network, scheduled to be- 
is still look- 
ing for program sponsors with only 
a handful corralled so far, most 
of them cosmetic and pharmaceuti 
cal companies. Larger firms, in- 
cluding department stores, largest 
buyers of radio time, are stalling, 


or applying only for spot com- 
mercials. 

Japan Television wants about 
($350 for 15 minutes, not much 


| more than the $266 asked for radio 


time. 
would 


Oiher expenses, 


bring the sponsor's total 


| outlay for the quarter-hour of TV 


to about $1,400 as compared to a 
total of only $400 for a radio pro- 
gram of the same length. 

A survey conducted by the gov- 
ernment - subsidized Broadcasting 
Corp. of Japan (NHK), which be- 
gan four hours a day of telecasts 


| in February, showed only 2,177 tel- 
| evision 


receivers in operation at 
the end of May, with the number 
| expected to rise to 3,000 by Aug. 1. 

Meanwhile, Japan Television has 
received a steel antenna from RCA 
| which it will install on its recently 
‘completed towers. 


‘CEA in Move to Halt 
Admission Price Cuts 


London, July 21. 

Any theatre operator who wants 
to cut his admission prices may, in 
future, have to advise the Cinema- 
tograph Exhibitors Assn. of his in- 
tention. This is the immediate 
| sequel to the “unilateral action” 
| taken by Associated British Cine- 
/mas earlier this month when they 








; reduced the top admission prices | 
| for about 100 of its picture houses. | 
| If a proposed new CEA rule is} 


put into effect, exhibitors will be 
compelled to give the association a 
| two-week notice of the intended 
change to enable competing thea- 
tre operators to discuss the devel- 
opment. A suggestion to this effect 
is being circulated’ to 
branches. 

The CEA action follows a meet- 
ing by the association's executive 
officers with ABC toppers 
agreed to advise the organization 
before any further price cuts were 
made, but on the understanding 
that other cinemas agreed to do 
the same. If others declined, the 
circuit would feel at liberty to pur- 
sue its own course without con- 
sultation. 





India’s Global Pix Fete 
Madras, July 14. 
All-India Cine Technicians Assn. 
, decided to hold a separate unoffi- 
cial film festival early next vear, 
with films drawn from every film- 


| producing country in the world 
| Festival also will coincide with 

Conference of International Film 
| Technicians. 


| Attempts are being made to 
hold the festival during Christmas 
ahead of festival being planned by 
National Academy sporxored by 
;the Indian government. 


First Spanish 3-D Pic 


Madrid, July 14. 
The first Spanish 3-D pic, in 


' Cinefotocolor, a local, color system, 


Films-Cesareo Gonzales. Pitlec 
,“The Tyrant,” this musical is di- 


| stars Paquito Rico. 


is being produced here by Suevia 
Titled 


rected by Juan de Orduna and 
Suevia Films 
produced 16 pix in the past year 
but eight have not been exhibited 
so far, 

Cesareo Gonzales will be the ace 
Spanish producer next season, with 


the largest number of films set, in- | 


cluding some to be co-productions 
with Maria Felix, Lola Flores and 
Mexican starlet Miroslava. 





Bastille Day Produces 
Usual Paris Festivities, 


Rain Aiding Show Biz 


Paris, July 21. 
The Bastille fell 164 years ago 
and rain fell last Monday and 


Tuesday (13-14), to mar the fes- 
tivities here. Earlybirds started 
dancing in the streets Sunday (12) 
as a prelude to the 
merrymaking to celebrate the be- 
ginning of the French Revolution. 
the long weekend afforded by the 
holidays had Paris the center of 
both an exodus and an_ influx. 
Parisians headed for the hills, and 
provincials poured into Paris. The 
Folies-Bergere had a special mat- 
inee, and film houses benefitted by 


| the rains. 


however, | 


who | 


Most cafes have a block party 
surrounding it here and jack up 
prices to cash in on this yearly 
bonanza. On the actual liberty day 
itself, July 14, there was a great 
military parade down the Champs 
| Elysees with stands and buildings 
mobbed to ogle the passing mili- 
tary strength. Niteries were also 


in on the extra late crowds roam- | 
Mont-) 


ing Paris from the Butte 
martre down to the Montparnasse 


district. Firework displays were 
; set off at night, 

| St.-Germain-Des-Pres had __ its 
} usual trouble. with the too exhu- 


berant younger set who, in an ex- 
cess of spirits, started throwing 
firecrackers into the crowd. Plenty 
of drinks were guzzled and food 
eaten as this three-day fun fest 
came to a wet end. 





‘Italo Raw Stock a Pix 
| Hypo to Arg. Producers 


Buenos Aires, July 14. 
Arrival of enough Italian raw 
stock to make 20 feature films is 
|allowing Argentine producers to 
| dust off plans for productions 
| shelved for some time due to the 
raw stock dearth. 


The Italian shipment includes 
| Ferraniacolor, in quantity to make 
| four tinters, the additional cost of 
| which over black and white is $30,- 
000 a picture. The Ferraniacolor 
system can be used with ordinary 
| cameras, requiring merely lighting 
changes and different laboratory 
|methods, for which Alex Labs, 
| which processes all local material, 
is already equipped to deal. 

As usual, the government agen- 
|cies have appropriated the lion's 
share of the stock for propaganda 
films and: the military review of 
Independence Day (July 9). Other 
; ceremonies, honoring visiting Chi- 
lean President Ibanez, will be shot 
in color by operators especially 
imported from Italy. 


' 





cea Vienna Marries ‘Figaro’ 
| On Vidfilm for Toarists | 


Vienna, July 14, 
The Vienna provincial govern- 
ment has appropriated 
schillings ($5,700) for production 
of a film version of Mozart's ‘“Mar- 
riage of Figaro,” as performed in 
the open air <t Schoenbrunn Castle 
during the recent Vienna Music 


Festival. Pie is to be offered for | 


TV use as a tourist plug for next 
year’s Vienna events. Austrian 
government tourist bureaus will 
handle bookings, presumably free 


to transmitters. ijn the U.S., Eng- | 
land and anywhere else that video | 
This is to include north | 


is usable. 
Germany by next spring. 

“Figaro” 
film. Music will be by the Vienna 
Philharmonic, with “first-string 
singers’ from State Opera in the 


three-day | 


150,000 | 


will run 50 minutes on | 








“Pacific Smash Preem 
In Sydney Tips Longru 


Svdney, July 14. 

After a 10-month run in Mel- 
bourne, “South Pacific” preemed 
here at the Empire for J. C. Wil- 
lliamson with a smash opening. 
Show looks to run a year in this 
'key spot. Some of the newspaper 
| crix were divided in their opinions 
but the majority gave the show 
| good reviews. Despite any slight 
panning by a few reviewers, “Pa- 
cific’ should give the Williamson 
management its biggest boxoffice 
in a decade. 
| Williamson gave the show a lav- 
ish mounting under the direction 
of Charles Atkin, Cast is headed 
by Mary La Roche 


Collett, with Virginia Paris and 
Leonard Stone in the featured 


roles. AJ] scored solidly with the 
socialite firstnight audience. 
General opinion here is that “Pa- 


cific’ is the best thing America has 
given Australia since lend-lease, 


Aussie Exhibs See 
Action Pix Dearth 


Sydney, July 14. 

Second half of the year 
sees a market downbeat 
action pix for the middle-class 
houses, where action fare is the 
major drawing card according to 
key exhibitors in Down Under ter- 
riltory. 

Some indication of the action 
product dearth is seen in the play- 
dating of pix simultaneously in up- 
town and downtown houses in first 
few weeks of July. This policy 
| will continue until more such prod- 

uct is available from Hollywood. 
One circuit in the city, for ex- 
ample, is finding the going tough 
to cover five action houses pres- 
lfently with product available. 
| Patrons only go for the U.S. meller 
|fare in such situations. 
| producers send little product of 
this type to the territory, and what 
does come here is mainly used as 
supporting feature on class British 
bills. 

| In this South Pacific zone, dual 
| bills continue the most popular. 
| Result is that takes a lot of prod- 
|uct for an average two week-run 
|in a year’s span. 

The general run of Aussie exhib- 
;itors are concerned over Helly- 
wood reports of a production cut 
|down by some major producers 
|covering all types of product for 
ithe balance of 1953. Few subur- 
| ban and country exhibitors here 
|have got 3-D equipment installed. 
| first, because of the cost, and sec- 
|ond, because of the failure of 3-D 
| to do well in key situations. 

} 


Brit. Extras’ Strike Over; 
| Pinewood Closing Nixed 


London, July 21. 
12-day-old strike of extras, 


in solid 





| A 


which had affected production of | 


| both Metro and the Rank Organi- 


zation, was settled today ‘(Tues.). | 


| Work is scheduled to be resumed 
tomorrow on terms agreed upon 
between the unions and producers. 

Settlement 


some 119 extras on Metro's 
“Knights of the Round Table.” 
Compensation for the 
100 is to be decided by arbitration. 
In addition, the agreement 
for withdrawal of a British Film 
Producers Assn. blacklist. 


tion had given notice to its entire 
Pinewood staff in anticipation of 


its inability to continue production | 


because of the extras’ strike. How- 


automatically withdrawn. 





London, July 21. 
| Although taking the lead in ne- 
/Zotiations a new grant for the 
| Children’s Film Foundation from 


BFPA Nixes Kid Pix Distrib 
| 
} 


and Richard | 


here | 


British | 


provides for in-| 
creased wage rates to be granted | 


remaining | 


calls | 


Previously, the Rank Organiza- | 


ever, these notices have now been | 


French-Italian Film Co-Production 
In Heavy Upswing; B.0. Payoff 


Paris. July 14 

Italo delegation, headed by Nico. 
las de Pirro, is here to work out the 
new Franco-Italo pic accords with 
an emphasis on ¢o0-producti 
| Feeling has been growing her, 
that the only way to allow for hig 
‘spec production, which is the 
paying off b.o. wise here, is | 
pooling of backing to allow {: 
budgeted pix. The top gr 
“Fanfan La-Tulipe” and 
Camillo,” both Franco-ltalo eff 
have added weight to this fee 
New pacts will  probab)\ 
impetus to the already | 
production boom here. 

Top companies engaged in 
unified production activity 
| Franeo-London Film and Lux. 
Rizzoli Productions having a } 
part of the production nut. Franco- 
London is just finishing “Des. 
timees,” a three-sketch pic that 
bundles names into what looks like 
a lucrative package, with Claudette 
Colbert, Eleanor Rossi-Drago, \j- 
chele Morgan and Martine Carol. 

Franco-London also has the new 
Max Ophuls pic, “Madame De 
| with Charles Boyer, Danielle Dur- 
jrieux and Vittorio De Sica as a 





i trio of potent names for US mar 
| quees, This sophisticated 
|of love and manners looks like a 
| likely art house entry. Also on the 
| agenda is “Le Ble En Herbe,” with 
| Edwige Feuillere; a Julian Duviver 
| pic, “L’Affaire Maurizias,” “French 
Cancan” and “Charmants Garcons.” 
|a looksee at predatory males | 
| Christian-Jaque. 

Lux is also in with big co-pro- 
ductions, such as Marcel Carne’s 
| recently-completed ‘“‘Therese Ra- 
;quin,” from the novel by Emile 
|Zgla, with Simone Signoret and 
Raf Vallone, 2nd “Nina Petrovana,” 
a big costumer. Carmine Films has 
{made “Sans Amour” (‘Without 
| Love”), a three-sketch film on 
| juvenile delinquency. Ariane-Riz 
|zoli is in the shared profits plan 
; with a big color spec, “Lucrezia 
| Borgia,” with Martine Carol and 
| Pedro Armendariz. Ariane also has 
the big grossing sequel to ‘Don 
Camillo,” “The Return of Don 
; Camillo,” that is now cleaning up 
here. 
| Columbia 


comed 


is taking a series of 
| French pix for worldwide distrib. 
|The Columbia seal is on Max 
| Ophul’s three-sketch pie of Guy 
| De Maupassant stories, “Le Plai- 

sir,” the Erich von Stroheim 
|starrer, “L’Envers De _ Paradis" 
(“The Other Side of Paradise”), 
| the “Last Night,” with Jean Gabin 

and Madeleine Robinson, ‘‘Juliet- 
| ta,” with Jean Marais, and “Le 
| Portrait De Son Pere,’ with Jean 
| Richard, 


Yank Film Preems Way 
Off in Berlin As Heat 
Trims Biz; ‘Quiet’ Loud 


Berlin, July 14. 

As usual for the summer months, 
the number of big pix preems cur- 
rently is way off. And, with the 
neat, the American film launch- 
ings have dipped. Outstanding 
U. S. film to preem is “Quiet Man” 
(Rep) at the Marmorhaus. Reviews 
ranged from standout to good. 

But local crix picked “Miracle 
/of Milan,” released by RKO at the 
KIKI, as the best current pic. An 
outstanding launching was that of 
“One Calls It Love” at Delphi 
_ Palast, but it drew lukewarm re- 
views. John Reinhardt directed 
while Peter Berneis did the script- 
ing. Both originally came trom 
Hollywood. 

Inclination of exhibitors to hold 
_back launching big Yank pix in 
the summer stems from their de- 
sire to save top product for more 
favorable boxoffice weather. 











Big W. Berlin Cinema 
| Swings to 3-D Films 
Berlin, July 14 

Filmbuehne Wien, one of the 
| largest preem houses here, is cur- 
| rently undergoing a complete reno- 
| vation, including the most modern 
' facilities for handling several sys- 
tems of 3-D pix. Filmbuehne Wien 
is so far the first big 3-D cinema 


leads. Osear Fritz Schuh is named|the Eady fund, the British Film 12 West Berlin. 


as artistic director, with Albert Producers Assn. is resisting a pro-! 
Quendier, documentary film direc- | posal that two CFF pix, made spe- for rebuilding the 


Plans of businessmen here ca!! 
completely 


tor, megging. Elio Carnie] is cam- cifically for kid matinees, be given bombed out UFA Palast am Zoo 
{normal distribution. 


icTraman, 


,;and make it a super 3-D theatre. 
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IONEERED AND DEVELOPED BY 20:, CENTURY* 


P 





It has been my privilege to witness at first hand some 
of the screen’s most significant evolutionary advances. Each 
new development has brought to our business more prestige 
and added artistic luster. Each has served as a step to new 
heights of boxoffice prosperity for exhibitor, producer and 
distributor alike. 


A few days ago, at our Hollywood studios, I enjoyed 
a ringside seat at the dawn of a brilliant new era in entertain- 
ment—The CinemaScope Era. The occasion was the screen- 
ing of the first assembled versions of 20th Century-Fox’s first 
two CinemaScope productions in Technicolor, “The Robe”’ 
and ‘‘How To Marry A Millionaire.” | 


Sceing CinemaScope put to practical use in full-length 
features is an exalting experience: On our Miracle Mirror 
Screen, through the magic of the anamorphic lens, it staggers 
the imagination and dwarfs the entertainment giants of the 
past with its overwhelming splendor and technical superiority. 
Now, through its panoramic range and sweep and the inten- 
sity of its dramatic impact that makes the audience participants 
in the action without the use of glassés, the motion picture 


_ truly has come alive. 


CinemaScope opens brilliant new horizons for the 
motion picture industry. It establishes a blazing new standard 
for entertainment, and I am convinced that it cannot fail at 
the same time to create the greatest audiences in the entire 
history of the screen. 


CinemaScope opens new vistas for producers, directors, 


actors, writers, photographers, technicians, to evolve and 
create greater motion pictures than ever before. 
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Over the years, 20th Century-Fox has spared no effort and no expense 
in the pioneering and development of new techniques to meet exhibitor needs 
and public demand for ever-fresher, ever more exciting entertainment. Now, 
once again, these tremendous investments, and the vigilance and application 
of a brilliant research department, have borne rich fruit in behalf of our 
industry. 


You are familiar with the unprecedented and unanimous acclaim ac- 
corded CinemaScope by exhibitors, producers, technicians and representatives 
of the world-wide press through the demonstrations in our own country and 
the European showings inaugurated in Paris, London and other Européan capi- 
tals. You are aware of the tremendous exhibitor response to this revolutionary 
new dimensional photographic medium frem theatres of every size and shape. 
At press time, 20th Century-Fox has received over four thousand applications. 


| am proud indeed to be associated with the company which fostered this 
modern miracle of the screen; Spyros P. Skouras, whose tireless efforts in 
behalf of progress led to his discovery of CinemaScope; Darryl F. Zanuck, 
who so quickly and comprehensively grasped its potentialities and brought 
it to stunning reality; and the other producers in our industry who have 
adopted it with the confidence that CinemaScope points the brilliant road to 
a future of unprecedented heights. 

| am convinced that CinemaScope is an enduring milestone in the world 
of entertainment. Nothing you have ever seen compares with CinemaScope; 
nothing you have ever seen holds greater promise for a new and expanding 
prosperity for the motion picture industry. 


ert 


Al Lichtman, 20th Century-Fox 
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LA. Still Stout; ‘Feather’ Fast 406. 
‘Stalag’ Good 156, ‘Wife’ Mild 166. 
Inferno’ 226, Cinerama’ 366, 12th 


Los Angeles, July 2] + 
new bills and = several 


diane holdovers. are keeping the| Broadway Grosses 


hoxoffice high thi onan Show- 








casing of talag 17°” is reaping 

vood $15.000 onening round or Estimated Total Gross 

ne ir at the Beverly Hills. “Feathe1 This Week $645,800 

River” looks brisk $40,000 in two (Based on 23 theatre 

Paramount house: Last Year $423,500 
Drear Wife” is only medium Based on 19 theatres) 

$16.000 in two sites while “Story 

of 3 Loves shanes okay $20.000 

also in two Just fair $22,000 NM 9 

looms for Inferno” for four lo- | aze real 

cation Vice Sauad” looks mod- 5 


rate 14.000 in two houses “Ja- 


1 

maica Run” is rated fair $10.000 in ‘ § 
two spots but doing comparatively n nce 
better in five drive-ins. Mma a; 


Pacing extended-runs is “Cine- 


rama.” the strong weekend trade Omaha. July 21 
pushing if to socko $36,000 in bath | Two dimensional first-rut are 
vec! at Holls wend and ahead 0 playing this week, and biz re ca Aer 
Nth round Peg pee Moon Is it Cutting into trade a bit is 
Blue and Sea \round { are World in Motion.” free Chrvsle1 
vel read extended-run auto chow at Ak-Sar-Be n “The 
Estimates for This Week Maze” shape s great at the Omaha 

Beverly Hills (SW) (1.612: 80-| while “Second Chance,” other 3- 
$150 “Stalag 17” (Par) Good | Der, is fast at Brandeis. **Moutin 
$15.000 or near Last week with, Rouge’ continues strong at the 
another unit state 

Los Anereles. Hollywood Para Estimates for This Week 
mount AR-DPT-F&M) (3.200 ] Brandeis (RKO) (1,100; 76-$1 
430 95-%1 50)-—"Charge Feather | “Second Chance” RKO and 


River” (WB). Brisk £40,000. Last| “Born to Saddle’ (RKO Fancy 
week, “Maze” (AA) (2d wk), $18-|$7,000 or over. Last week, “Last 
000 Posse” (Col) and “Siren of Bag- 

Loew's State, Hawaii (UATC- | dad” (Col). $5.500 at 50-76c scale 
G&S) (9 404 1.106; 70-$1.10 Omaha (Tristates) (2.100; 76-$1) 
“Dream Wife’ (M-G) and “Brave “Maze” (AA) and “Son Belle 
Don't @rv” (Indie). Mild $16000.| Starr’ (AA). Third straight 3-D 
Last week, State. Egyptian, “Trad-| pie at this spot set for great $9.- 
er Horn” (M-G) and “Seauoia”’ 000. and may hold. Last week. 
(M-G) (reissues) (9 days), $16,000 
Hawaii United Artists. “Sanga- |} ditto. 
ree” (Par) (3d wk), $7,700. | 


Metropolitan) (1538; 2.213: 70 


and “Woman They Almost 
$1.10)-—‘'Storv 3 Loves” (M-G) and 


Lynched” (Rep). Dullish $9,000 


“Ghost Ship’ (Lip) (Orpheum | Last week, “Girl Next Door” 
only). Okav $20000. Last week.) (20th) and “White Lightning” 
Orpheum, Vogue “Dangerous When | (20th). same 

Wet" (M-G) and “Battles Chief State (Goldberg) (865; 65-90)— 


Pontiac’ (Indie) (Orpheum) only) 
(2d wk). $9.700 

Los Avvreles. tris, Uptown. Loy- 
ola (FWC) (2.097: 814: A tae l.- 


° ‘ ’ bd ‘ 
248: 95-$1.50'\—“Inferno” (20th) Shane Terrif $15,000, 
and “Murder Without Tears” (AA) p ‘ * 9 
Fair $22.000 Last week, “Desert | e 
Rats” (20th) and “Tonight We aces Prov; Desire 86, 
Sing” (20th), $18,800. } ‘ , 

Downtown, Wiltern (SW) (1,757: | Feather Fine 116, 2d 
2.344; = 70-$1.10) “Vice Squad” 
(UA) and “Heart Goes Crazy.” 


“Moulin Rouge” (UA). Big $5,500 
after $6,500 last week. 


Providence, July 21 


Y. | Extremel Tv veeke ent | 
Modest $14,000. Last week with tremely hot weekend  s ont | 


Beverly Hills. “Affair Witt thousands to the seashore, but 


‘ ‘i < . mainstem spots managed to catch | 
Stranger” (RKO) and “Tron Moun- | 4 few who Sonnsiaed i town. Ace | 
is “Charge at Feather 


(( ontinued on ‘page 22) holdover 
—— River” boffo at Majestic. Strand’s 
“Shane” was smash in first week. 

‘ ’ as smi ft 
DESIRE’ MILD $7, 200, pe Albee is. good with “All I 
esire. State's Farmer Takes 


BALTO; ‘LIL? HEP 656 Wife" looks modest. 


Estimates for This Week 
Baltimore, July 21. Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)—"All 


" : : desi om 0? J) “Thin Si k”’ 
Soaring temperatures, high hu- I Desire” (t and Thief In Sil 


iu ; as eek, 
midity and lukewarm product are U). Good $8,000. Last week 


“Came From Outer Space” (U), | 


: , a Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 50- | 
Egyptian, Orvhenm (UA TC- | 70)—“White Witch Doctor” (20th) | 


_ Terrif $22,000, | 4 ¥ 
a ee ia Hub Hotsy In Face of Heat: ‘Chance 


“yy tlt tae Hep 256, Witch 266, Feather’ 196, 24 


Fifth Avenue, this being Pacific 
northwest preem of igo re Siidlie ae wenn, July 21 

plus stereophonic soun “White ° ’ PO ces es eather 
Witch Doctor” is smooth at Coli- Key City Grosses |obeta tn Sak pes 
seum while “Lili” shapes big at Reremseuek ana Webwar chaos the 
Blue Mouse. “Stalag 17” is rated | < ape very 

















i ;ros: strong. Former is. especially big 
n! 5 Z 2aramount. | Estimated Total Gross ae ¢ 
—_ a " 5 aie eth | "This Week $2,495,900 | “Charge at Feather River” in « 
Blue Mouse Hamrick) (800; 90- | (Based on 23 cities, and 208 WA ‘ “With St * ser” ie ms 
$1 25)—"Lili +g MOG) Big $6,000 theatres, chiefly first runs, in- at any Pt range oon 
Last week, “Queen Is Crowned”| cluding N. Y.) ‘ ner ay ae "iste Was 
3d wk-6 — 2,800 at 65- Total Gross Same Week Estimates for This Week 
0c scale : Pow Last Year $1,958,750 | Astor (B&Q) (1,500: 60-$1.21 
- . Pa : ue >t’ ain’ (Col 2 
Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,829; 65- | (Based on 23 cities, and 191 * on Py ky a, . oe We 
-“White Witch Doctor” (20th) theatres.) rine UU OMOWINZ 6,000 
and “Cow Country” (AA). Swell | —_..__— — ; , E 
$11,000. Last week, “Houdini” Boston (RKO) (3,000; 50-90 


Par 2d wk-4 days), oke $5,300 | “Affair With Stranger” RE 2 ‘ 
Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,366; 'Ciont DG, Ghost Ship : (Lip). Mile $8.01 
90-$1.25)—“Shane” (Par). Smash | | Last week, “Phantom ean Space 


$22,000. Last week, ‘“Let’s Do It | (UA) and “Man From Tangi: 


Lip) (2d wk). $5,200 at. 65-00¢ . eee (tein (1,300; 60-$1 
. | Exeter ( > 300; 60-$1)— 
ily. ef | “Queen Is Crowned” (U) (7th wk 


Lip) (2d wk), $5,200 at 65-90c 
Oke $6,500 following $7,800 for 


scale. 
Liberty (Hamrick) (1,650; 65-90) | 
*hiladelphia, July 21 sixth. 
Philadelphia, Jul ‘ Fenway (NET) (1,373: 50-90 


“Great Sioux Uprising” ‘(U) and 
Despite hot weather and an es-| “white Witch Doctor” (20th) and 


‘Perils of Jungles” (Lip). Mild 
$5.000. Last week, “Shoot First” 


UA) and “Phantom from Space” | pecially torrid weekend, film biz “My Heart Goes Crazy” (Indie 
UA), $4,800 is perking here this stanza. Three | Nice $6,700. Last week, “Farm: 

Musie Hall (Hamrick) (2,263; 65-| particularly strong newcomers are) Takes a Wife” (20th) and “House 
90)—"“Dream Wife’ (M-G). Dull|boosting Overall (otal. Vic€ | of Darkness” (indie), $4,000 
$5,500. Last week, “3 Loves” | Squad” shapes terrific at the Gold-|  \yemorial (RKO) (3,000:  60- 
M-G), $6,300. | man while “W hite Witch Doctor $1.10)—“Second Chance” ‘(RKO 

Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,700; 84-| likewise is smash at the Fox.) ang “Tarzan and the She-Devil” 
95)—“Charge at Feather River’ | “Charge at Feather River” is rated | (RKO). Nifty $25,000. Last week 
WB) (2d wk-4 days). Okay $4,-| big at the vast Mastbaum, with |«aj) ] Desire” (U) and “Perils of 
000. Last week. $7.200. “Dangerous When Wet” okay at Jungle” (Lip), $17,500. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,039; | Stanley. . Metropolitan (NET) (4.367: 65- 
65-90) — “Stalag 17” (Par) and | Estimates for This Week | $1.10)—“Charge at Feather River’ 


“Dancing With C rime ” (Lip). eon), | Arcadia (S & S) (625; 85-$1.20) | (WB) and ‘‘Loose in London” (AA) 
$9,000. Last week, ‘Fort Ti” (Col), “Young Bess” (M-G) (3d wk) Oke | (2d wk). Still stout at $19,000, 
$10 tl in 9 days at 84-95¢ scale. | $9. 500. Last week, $11,500. | First week, $30,000. 

Boyd (SW) (2,360; 50-99)—‘“Sta-| Orpheum (Loew's) (3,000; 50-90) 


Aa ze me . —‘‘Storvy Three Loves” (M-G) and 
(Par) «¢ wk). Ge 1,- ‘ Sas caress 7 2 
Sh rT: k DG, ae - “ week. $16.500 ~~ Ps oy oe ee gg Sat- 
z ap Spe bp ; ay (18). 4as reek, ‘‘Danger- 
ane “ Fox (20th) (2.250: 50-99)—‘‘White pag ee i 


ous When Wet” (M-G) and “Glas 
ae Doctor” (20th). Huge $28,- | way)” a ASS 


uM Bs (Col) (2d wk), $10.500. 
000. Last week, ‘‘Lone Hand” (UV), Paramount (NET) (1.700: 50-90) 
n S.: e fe 5,000. |—“White Witch Doctor” (20th) 
e9 Goldman (Goldman) (1,200; 50-| and “My Heart Goes Crazy” (Ine 
1 99)—“Vice Squad” (UA). Terrific | die). Slick $19,500. Last week 
Indianapolis, July 21. $25,000. Last week, ‘““Farmer Takes | “Farmer Takes Wife” (20th) and 
Biz is spotty at first-runs here | Wife” (20th), $14,000. |““House of Darkness” (Indie), $11,- 
this stanza, great for action films. Mastbaum (SW) (4.360: 99-$1.25) | 500. 
and tepid for the others. “Shane,” |—‘‘Charge At Feather’ River’ | State (Loew’s) (3,500; 50-90)— 
introducing Indiana’s widescreen|(WB). Big $23,000. Last week,|‘“Story Three Loves’ (M-G) and 
and strereophonic sound, is smash | “Scared Stiff” (Par), $16,500. | “Bright Road” (M-G). Opened fair 
to lead city. “Mighty Joe Young,”| Midtown (Goldman) (1,000; 65- | Saturday (18). Last week, “Dan- 
on reissue, at Circle also is strong. | 99)—‘Scandal At Scourie” (M-G).|erous When Wet” (M-G) and 
“Dream Wife” at Loew's is mild. | Good $9,000 Last week, “Dream |; ‘Glass Wall” (Col) (2d wk), $6,500. 
Estimates for This Week | Wife’ (M-G), $8,000. a 





Circle (Cockrill-Dolle) (2,800; 50- Randolph (Goldman) 


an) (2,500; 99- ° . Witenh? 
76)—"“Mighty Joe Young” (RKO) | $1.30)—‘“Let’s Do It Again” ican Frisco OK: Witch Hot 


and “Isle of Dead” (RKO) (re-| (2d wk). Good $10,000. Last week, ‘ ; . 
issues). Hefty $12,000. Last week, | $18,000. $22,500 Vaquero Trim 
“Farmer Takes Wife” (20th) and} Stanley (SW) (2,900; 65-99)— | a ? 

“Call of Wild” (20th) (reissue),| “Dangerous When Wet” (M-G). G, 

$10,500. | Okay $14,000. Last week, “Arena” 16 Devils Nice 126 


Indiana (C-D) (3,200; 65-95)— | (M-G), $12,000. San Francisco, July 21 
“Shane” (Par). Terrific $25,000. Stanton (SW) (1,473; 50-99)— 


Last week, “South Sea Woman" | ‘The Vanquished” (Par). Fair seiaeh teams oe “asc new wide 
(WB) and ‘Murder Without Tears” | $8,000. Last week, “Last Posse” | White Witch Doctor” shapes 
(AA), $9,500 at 50-76¢ scale. | (Col), $9,500. | shade t dhe uneh Bam Gills “Tete 

Loew's (Loew's) (2,427; 50-76)— Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; 99-$1.50) | voguero!” looms nice at the War- 
“Dream Wife” (M-G) and “My |—‘Moulin Rouge” (UA) (20th wk). | Rene “Sea Devils” is rated fine 
Heart Goes Crazy” (UA). Mild $9.- | Big $7,500. Last week, $8,000. :, : aie as 


at Golden Gate. “Shane’’ still is 


000. Last week, “Fort Ti” (Col) | socko at the Paramount in second 


ry gael (Col, $12,000 at | ‘KC. Perks Up; ‘Chance’ week. Reissue combo of “Trader 


” “ 2.66 . id 
Lyrie (C-D) (1.600: 50-76)— | Horn” and “Sequoia” looks soli¢ 


“Seminole” (U) and “Ghost at Great $12, 000, ‘Vaquero’ - Se See ee, oe eee 


é , at 
Rashmon Hall” (Indie). Fair $5,006 continues great in fourth round a 








- , , : ; United Artists. 

' Francis Covers Big Town” (U) Last week, “Hitch-Hiker” | ) . P i : 
contributing to slim grosses here | “T"'‘Continued on page 22) | and “Safari Drums” (AA), RKO Fair 116, ‘Stiff’ 86, 2d nae ee ie ok 
the Playhouse but most new en- 7 Kansas City, July 21. Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850;  65- 





95)—"Sez and “Bes 
tries are showing little strength “ene - pretense | a fr lp Pa + slg so 
“All I Desire” is mild at ties. |" 19, | “Seconc ance” at the issouri oa ones i WR) 
“Charge at Feather River” in - ance otsy , Cincy ce; bee leader with great session. | Last week, “Desert Song WB), 


second week at Stanley looks gooc 
in comparison with current oe 


| ‘‘Vaquero” at the Midland looks | $12, 500. 


fair but “Glory Brigade” in four | “amen bg (4,651; . gr 

srossers Fox Midw est spots is topping aver- | ite Witc octor” (20th) anc 

Erossers. | : 
Estimates for This Week ‘Young Mighty 116, ‘Feather 1G. | age biz. “Scared Stiff” shapes nice | “Son Belle Starr” (AA). Brisk 


Century (Loew’'s-UA) (3.000; 20- 
70)\—"Girl Next Door” (20th). Dim 
$6,800. Last week, “Danverous , F 
When Wet” (M-G) (2d wk), $9,600.) ‘Young’ Smash $12,000 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2.100; 





i 2 . , = 
35-80)—"All I Desire” (U). $7,200. | In L’ville; ‘Arena’ 15G | 
Last week, “Let's Do It Again” Louisville, July 21. 


(Col), $7,500. First-run biz is holding up 

Keith's (Schanberger) (2.400; 45- strongly for summer here. “Arena’ 
$1.10) —"Houdini” (Par). Starts to- and “Slight Case of Larceny” at 
morrow (Wed.) after third week of State looks fine. “Mighty Joe 
“Sangaree”™ (Par) did fair $8,500 Young” at Rialto is smash for an 
. Little (Rappaport) (310; 25-90'\— oldie. “Charge Feather River” at 
Great) Caruso” (M-G) ‘reissue’.| Mary Anderson on holdover is 


Moderate $3,300. Last week, “Snow strong 

White” (RKO) (reissue), $3,600. Estimates for This Week 
Mayfair ‘Hicks) (980: 20-70)— Kentucky ‘Switow) (1.200; 50-75) 

“Lone Hand” (U). Opens tomorrow —“Abbott-Costello To Mars” ‘(U) 


(Wed.) after fairish week of “City|and “Column Seuth” (U). Okay 
That Never Sleeps” (Rep) at $4,000. '$5,000. Last week, “Farmer Takes 


New (Mechanic) (1,800; 25-70)- Wife” (20th) and “Jalopy” ‘AA) 
“Remains to Be Seen” (M-G 2d wk), $4,000. 
Opens today ‘Tues.) Last week Mary Anderson (People’s) ‘1,200: 
“White Witch Doctor” (20th) (3d 75-99)—“Charge Feather River” 
wk), oke $5.600 WB) (2d wk). Fine $9,000. Last 


Playhouse ‘Schwaber) (420: 50- week. $15.000. 
$1)—“Lili” (M-G). Potent $6,500. Rialto ‘Fourth Avenue) (3,000: 


Last week, “Queen Is Crowned" 50-75) — “Mighty Joe Young” 
(U) (5th wk), $4,400 RKO) and “Isle Of Dead” (RKO) 

Stanley WB) (3.280; 50-$1.25'\— ‘reissues’. Smash $12,000 for re- 
“Charge at Feather River” ‘WB) turn date. Last week. “Shane” 


(2d wki. Still steady at $13.500 after (Par) (2d wk), $16,000. 
big $17.000 opener. State (Loew's) (3,000; 50-75)\— 

Town (Rappaport) (1.800; 35- “Arena” ‘M-G) and “Slight Case 
80'\—"‘Happens Every Thursday” Larceny’ (M-G). Sturdy $15,000. 
‘U). Mild $7,000. Last week, “Came Last week, “Francis Covers Big 
From Outer Space LU) ‘2d wk’, Town” ‘U) and “Prince of Pirates” 
$13,500. Coj+, $13,000. 


| in second week at Paramount. The $22,500. Last week, “Pickup On 
/10th week of construction trades | South St.” (20th) and “Cow Coun- 


Cincinnati, July 21. | strike is no help to trade. Weath-| try” (AA) (2d wk), 5 days, $7,500 


Two fatso new bills, town-topper 


ed s ‘ /er was favorable until the weekend | Warfield (Loew's) (2.656: 65-95) 

“Mints canes at the Albee, and) when it turned hot again. |—*Ride, Vaquero!” (M-G). Nice 
ignhty Joe oung, a juve gen- | , “Dangerous 

erator despite being a reissue, at Estimates for This Week | $16,000. Last week, “Dang 


. . @ > 7 ”9 - WV ) by 000. 
the Palace, are bulging downtown Kimo (Dickinson) (504; 65-85)— | When Wet” (M-G) (2d v k), $9 em 
biz this session. “Sea Devils” has “Lili” (M-G) (10th wk). Very good | Paramount (Par) (2,646; 90-$1.25 
the Capitol heading for a moder- | $1.800. Holds. Last week, same. | —“Shane” (Par) (3d wk). Socko 
ate session while Keith's is a win-| Midland (Loew's) (3.500; 50-75) $17,000. Last week, $24,000. 





ner with “Salome,” encoring on a, — “Vaquero” (M-G) and “Problem | St. Francis (Par) (1.400; 65-95'— 
pop-price run, | Girls” (Col). Fair $11,000. Last | “Trader Horn” (M-G) and ‘‘Se- 
| Estimates for This Week | week, “Dream Wife” (M-G) and | quoia” (M-G) (reissues). Trim $9.- 

Albee (RKO) (3,100; 75-$1)—) ‘All Ashore” (Col), same. | 000. Last week, “The Maze” ‘UA) 


“Second Chance” (RKO). Hotsy| Missouri (RKO) (2.650: 190i)! (2d wk), $8,500 at $1.25 top. 
$19,000. Last week, ‘“Sangaree” ’ ; a 


9.0 ! |“Second Chance’ (RKO) and! Orpheum (No. Coast) (2,448; 65- 
F 9 . $15,000. 9 — | “Tarzan and She-Devil” (RKO).| 95\—“Cruising Down River” (Co!) 
.. apitol (RKO) (2,000; 59-85) —)| Great $12,000, and will hold. Last} and “Last Posse’ (Col). Slow 
Sea Dev ils (RKO) and Bandits , week. “Woman in Window” (Indie) | $9,000. Last week, ‘Francis Cov- 
of Corsica (U A). Moderate $6.500.| and “The Stranger” (Indie) (reis-| ers Big Town” ‘U) and “Take Me 
Last week, “Scandal at Scourie 


M-G) and “Son of Belle Starr”) o. $2,500 in 4 days. To Town” ‘U), $11,500. 
AA 7 $6.000 ; ; — Paramount (Tri-States) (1,900; United Artists (No. Coast) ‘1- 


iran <O) (1.400: 75-$1)——| 29-75)—“‘Seared Stiff’ (Par) (2d | 207; $1.10-$1.50)—‘*Moon Is Blue 
“Charge Be gy WB) wk). Nifty $8,000. Last week, $14,-| (UA) (4th wk). Great $14,000 or 
(m.o.) (2d wk), Sturdy $7,000 trail- 000. | near. Last week, $15, 000. 
ing $8.500 last week. Tower, Uptown, Fairway, Gra-| Stagedoor (A-R) (370;* $1-$1.50) 

Keith’s (Shor) (1.500; 55-85) — | mada ‘Fox Midwest) ‘2,100; 2,043; |—‘‘Hans Christian Andersen” (22d 
“Salome” (Col). Hefty $6,500 in, 700; 1.217; 50-75)—“Glory Bri-| wk). Fine $3,000. Last week, 
sight on return after several 8ade” (20th) and “Fort Vengeance” , $3,300. 
months of original run. Last week, | ‘4A). Over average $14,000. Last} Clay ‘Rosener) (400; $1)—‘Seven 
“White Witch Doctor” (20th) 2d) Week, “Farmer Takes Wife” (20th) | Deadly Sins” (6th wk). Solid $3,- 
wk). $6.000. with “White Lightning” (AA) at) 000 or near. Last week, $3.200. 

Palace ‘RKO) (2,600: 55-85)— | Tower and Granada, $12,000. | Vogue ‘S. F. Theatres) (377; $1- 
“Mighty Joe Young’ (RKO) ‘re-| Vogue (Golden) (550: 65-85)— | $1.20)—“‘Forbidden Games” ‘In- 
issue) and “Isle of Dead” (RKO). “Lavendar Hill Mob” (U) (2d wk). die). Fast $3,000. Last week, 
Wow $17,000. Last week, “South Return date catching on nicely,| “Times Gone By” (13th wk’, 
iSea Woman’ ¢WB),: $9,500. ‘oke $1,700. Last week, $1,800,.: ‘$1,400... s.8 16 o> 
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Chi Stout; ‘Inferno’ 


Torrid $60,000, 


Francis Fast 206; ‘Feather’-Stage 
Sockeroo 0G, ‘Song’ Sturdy 156, 2d 


Chicago, July 21. +4 
tempo hasn’t quickened 


| Estimates Are Net 


Loop 
visibly over the last week, but the 
pace is still brisk in most quarters. 
Of the new entries, only two are 
really smash. However, the long- 
runners are still drawing well. 

Bow of “Inferno” at the Oriental 
is off to hot reception with socko 
$60,000. “Francis Covers Big Town” 
coupled with “Column South” 
looks smash $20,000 at the Roose- 
velt while reisaue combo of “Body 
and Soul” and “Four Faces West” 
is trim $10,000 at the Grand. 

“Charge At Feather River” still 
is hefty with stageshow at the Chi- 
cago in second round. “Desert 
Song” and “Raiders of Seven Seas” 
looms big at the United Artists 
also on initial holdover week. Still 
drawing heavily is “Moon Is Blue” 


at the Woods in fourth stanza. 
“Story of Three Loves” looms 
sprightly at the Monroe in the 


fifth. “Lili” continues perky in 
sixth week at the Ziegfeld while 
“Shane” still is great in seventh 
State-Lake round. 
Estimates for This Week 
Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 98-$1.25) 


—‘Charge at Feather River” (WB) | 


with Four Aces-Ella Fitzgerald on- 
stage (2d wk). Sock $50,000. Last 
week, $73,000. 


Grand (RKO) (1,200; 55-98) —| 
“Body and Soul” (Indie) and ‘Four 
Faces West’ (Indie). Reissue 


combo is okay $10,000. Last week, 
‘Hanna Lee” (Indie) and “Siren 
of Bagdad” (Col) (2d wk), $10,000. 

Monroe (Indie) (1,000; 55-98)— 
“Story 3 Loves” (M-G) (5th wk). 
Strong $7,000. Last week, $8,000. 

Oriental (Indie) (3,400; 98-$1.25) 
—‘Inferno” (20th). World preem 
of 3-Der looks torrid $60,000. Last 
week, “Dangerous When Wet” 
(M-G) (3d wk), $18,000. 


—‘Francis Covers Big Town” (U) 
and “Column South” (UV), 
$20,000. Last week, “Lone Hand” 
(U) and “Law and Order” (U) (2d 
wk), $16,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 98- 
$1.25\—“‘Shane” (Par) (7th 
Fat $20,000. Last week, $22,000. 

Surf (H&E Balaban) 685; 98)\— 
“Mr. Potts Goes to Moscow” (In- 
die) (3d wk). Fine $4,500. 
week, $5,500. 


United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 55- | 


98)—"‘Desert Song” (WB) = and 
“Raiders Seven Seas” (UA) (2d 
wk). Bright $15,000. Last week, 
$20,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98- 


$1.25:—‘‘Moon Is Blue” (UA) (4th 
wk). Still brisk at $27,000. Last 
week, $32,000. 

World (Indie) (587; 98)—‘Seven 
Deadly Sins” (Indie) (38d wk). Lush 
$5,500. Last week, $7,000. 

Ziegfeld (Lopert) (485; 98) — 
“Lili” (M-G) (6th wk). Perky $4,- 
500. Last week, same. 


‘Moon’ Record $15,000, 





Denver; ‘Sioux’ Big 276 


Denver, July 21. 

“Moon Is Blue” is packing the 
Aladdin to a new high here this 
week, and is holding. Nearly as 
many were turned away as got in. 
“Great Sioux Uprising” is heading 
for a fancy figure in two ozoners 
and the Paramount. 
Chance” looms lusty enough to win 
a second week at Orpheum. “Pick- 
up on South St.” is good in two 
locations. “Shane” is doing so well 
in third round at Denham it will 
Stay a fourth. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 
“Moon Is Blue” (UA). Record $15.- 
000. Holds. Last week, “Scandal at 
Scourie” (M-G), $6,000. 


Broadway (Wolfberg) (1,200; 50- | Apparently takes more than just | 


85)—"Arena” (M-G) (2d wk). Fair 
$5.500. Last week, $9,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 50-85) 
—‘Shane” (Par) (3d wk). 
$12,000. Stays again. Last week, 
$18,000. 

(2.525; 50-85)— 


Denver (Fox) 


“Pickup on South St.” (20th) and | 


“Safari Drums” (AA). Nice $16,000. 
Last week, “Charge at Feather 
River” (WB) and “Marksman” (AA), 
$21,000 

, Esquire (Fox) (742; 50-85)— 
Pickup on South St.” (20th) and 
‘Safari Drums” (AA). Good $3,500. 
Last week, “Charge at 


$4.000. 
North Drive-In (Wolfberg) (750 


cars; 85\—*"Great Sioux Uprising” | 


{U) and “In Society” (Indie). Fine 


$7,000 or near. Last week, “Let's | 


Do It Again” (Col) and “Franchise 
Affair (Indie), $5,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600: 50-85)— 

(Continued on page 22))+ i¢ 








Film gress estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net; i. e., 
without the 20° tax. Distrib- 
utors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come, 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
include the U. S. amusement 
tax. 








Bay Thunderous 
$15,500 Toronto 


Toronto, July 21. - 





Wow | 


wk). | 


Last | 


“Second | 


50-85 '— | 


Fine | 


Feather | 
River” (WB) and “Marksman” (AA), | Bs 
| staying in 3-D groove and it’s pay-| Socko $18,000. 
ing off. Trim $13,000. Last week, | Ti” 
“Charge at Feather River” (WB) | Girls” (U', $10,000. 


Alternating heat waves and 
|downpours are dampening biz 
i badly, but “Thunder Bay” looks 
smash at Uptown. 
}is okay at two-house combo. 


| Estimates for This Week 


| Crest, Downtown, Glendale, State 
| (Tay lor) (863; 1,059; 955; 698: 35- 
| 60)—“Jack McCall, Desperado” 
1(Col) and “Kill Him for Me” (In- 
die). Good $15,000. Last 
“Beast 20,000 Fathoms” (WB) and 
“Big Frame” (RKO), same. 
Eglinton, University (FP) (1,080: 


11,556; 40-75) — ‘Jamaica Run” 
|(Par). Okay $11,000. Last week, 


|“Peter Pan” (RKO), $12,000. 
Hyland (Rank) (1,350; 50-85)— 
|‘‘Moulin Rouge” (UA) (11th wk). 
| Oke $5,000. Last week, $8,000 
Imperial (FP) (3,373; 


Last week, “Pickup on South St.” 
(20th) (2d wk), $6,000. 

| Loew’s (Loew) (2.096; 40-75)— 
|‘Dangerous When Wet” (M-G) (2d 


week, | 





| 


| 





| 





| 





‘SPLIT’ STRONG 116, | 
ST. 100; ‘STIFF’ 136 


St. Louis, July 21. 
There is only one new film here 
currently at first-runs, and high. 
humid temperature over weekend 
has resulted in nice turnstile ae- 
tivity. “Split Second,” lone new- 
comer, shapes nice at the St. Louis 
“Scared Stiff" still is top draw in} 
city, with fancy takings in second 
Ambassador round. “Charge at 
Feather River” and “Dangerous 
When Wet” are running neck-and- 

neck on initial holdover stanzas 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (F&M) (3.000: 60-' 
75)—“Scared Stiff” Pai and 
“Francis Covers Big Town" (U) 





(2d wk), Nice $13,000 after $17,- 
500 for first frame 

Fox (F&M) 5,000: 60-75 
“Charge at Feather River” (WB) 
(2d wk). Trim $12,000 following 


$18,000 opening session 


Loew’s (Loew's) (3,172: 60-75)— 
“Dangerous When Wet" (M-G) and 
“Glass Wall” (Col) (2d wk Good 


$11,500 after $19,000 initial frame 
Pageant (St. L. Amus.) (1,000; 

90)—“The Juggler” (Col) (2d wk). 

Fine $3,500 after $5,000 opener 


St. Louls (St. L. Amus.) (4,000; | 
75)—“Split Second” (RKO) and 
“Night Without Stars” (RKO). Nice 


$11,000. Last week, “Tall Texan” 
(Lip) and “i'll Get You” (Lip), 
$8,000. 

Shady Oak (St. L. 


Amus.) (800; 


S| 90)—"‘Queen Is Crowned” (U) (2d 
“Jamaica Run" |} 


wk). Fancy $2,500 after $3,500) 
first frame. 


Moon’ Huge 176, 
D.C.; Wet’ Hep 256 


Washington, July 21. | 

Despite the heat business has 
been strong in midtown houses 
this week, with “Dangerous When 


40-75)— | Net" drawing biggest total. “Moon 
Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 55-98)| “Sea Devils” (RKO). Lean $9,000. | IS Blue,” day-dating, at two sure- 


seaters, is doing landoffice biz 

“Stalag 17° and “Came Oute) 

Space” are best of holdovers 
Estimates for This Week 


|wk). Okay $9,500. Last week,| Capitel (Loew's) (3.434: 55-95) —| 
$14,000. “Dangerous When Wet" (M-G) 
Odeon (Rank) (2,390; 50-90)—| plus vaude. Smash $25.000, best 


“Titanic” (20th) (4th wk) 
000. Last week, $12,000 
Shea’s (FP) (2.386: 40-75)—“Des- 
ert Song” (WB) (2d wk) Light 
$7,500. Last week, $12,000. 
| Uptown (Loew) (2,743; 60-$1)— 
|“Thunder Bay” (U). Great $15,- 
| 500. Last week, “Came from Outer 
| swan” (U) (2d wk), $12,000. 


‘Sangaree’ Lush $13,000 


| In Pitt; ‘Desire’ Lively 


| 


Fine $9.- 





Pittsburgh, July 21. 


angle, with the single 











up well. “All I Desire” is doing a 
,nice job for the Fulton. 
|ree’’ looks okay at the Stanley as 
does “Pony Express” 
{ner. Only lean new entry is * 
er Takes a Wife,” very 


Farm- 
disap- 


| 546, Stalag’ 106, 2d 


| 





Things seem to be perking up a| Sleeps” (Rep), $4,700 
bit this week in the Golden Tri- | 
holdover, 
“Stalag 17” at Penn also holding | 000 


Sanga- with 


} over. 
at the War-| wk). $5,500 


for house in some time. Last week 
“Glory Brigade” (20th) plus vaude 
$17.000 

Columbia (Loew's) (1.174; 55-85 
—"‘Stalag 17°” (Par) (2d wk. Very 
good $12,000. Holds. Last week, 
$17,000 

Dupont (Lopert) (372; 55-$1) 
“Moon Is Blue” (UA). Sensational 
$7,500. Stays. Last week. “Magic 
Box” (Indie) (2d wk), $3,000 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,949; 90-81.25) | 
—‘Came from Outer Space” (U) 
(3d wk’). Handsome $10,000. Last 
week, $15,000. 

Metropolitan (SW) (1.200; 55-85) 
—“Sea Devils’ (RKO). Okav $4,-| 
500. Last week, “City That Never 


Palace (Loew's! (2.370; 55-85) 
“White Witch Doctor’ (20th) (2d 
wk). Fair $10,000. Last week, $14,- 


Playhouse (Lopert) (435; 55-$1) 
—‘Moon Is Blue’ (UA Dav-date 
Dupont Strong $9,500) or 
Last week, “Lili”? (M-G) (5th 


Warner (SW) (2,174: 55-85)— 
“South Sea Woman” (WK: Pleas 


pointing at the Harris. Real sur-| ant $11.000. Last week, “Fort Ti” 


prise is “The Juggler” at Squirrel 
Hill, shooting tor real 
nabe arty house. 
Estimates for This Week 
Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 
“All I Desire’ (U). Tear-jerker 
‘helped a lot by extensive space 


| stay here plugging pic. Strong $5.- 
500. Last week, “Girl Next Door” 
(20th), $5,000. 
Harris (Harris) 
“Farmer Takes a 


(2,200: 
Wife” 


50-85)— 


$4,500. 
Again” (Col), 


| Betty Grable. Lean 
; week, “Let's Do It 
| $5,000. 


“Stalag 17” (Par) (2d wk). 


$10,000 or over, on top of $13,500 
opening session. To the Ritz Fri- 
day (24) to continue downtown run. 


| —“Juggler” (Col). 
'and it sticks, natch! 
“Tales of Hoffmann” 
| Wk, $1,500 in 6 days. 
Stanley (SW) (3,800; 
“Sangaree” (Par). 


(UA) (2d 


(2d wk), $10,500. 


dough at} 


| $3,500. Last week, 
50-85)— | 
| 


|for Lori Nelson during two-day | 





Last | nice at the 


' 


‘ setae int datien 4 
Squirrel Hill (SW ) (900; 50-85) j “Magnetic Monster” (UA). 
Fancy $4,500, | $31,009. 

Last week.| South St” (20th) and “All Ashore” 


50-85) —| “Mighty Joe Young” 
WB deluxer| “Isle of Dead” (RKO) 


Warner (SW) (2.000; 50-85)—) 
“Pony Express” (Par). Sturdy 
entry, with $7.000 likely. 
week, “Affair With a. Stranger” 


i (RKO Weak at £5:000. )) 


SAD! 


(Col) (2d wk), $14,000 

Translux (T-L! (600; 55-S1)—- 
“Juggler” (Coli (3d wk ON to 
nice $4,500 


‘YOUNG’ BOFF $18.600 
IN DET: ‘CHANCE’ 316 


Detroit, July 21. 
Hot, muggy weather is hurting 
biz at the first-runs here this ses- 


(20th). | sion hut newcomers are doing fair- 


“Second Chance" looks 
Fox while “Mighty 
Joe Young” is socko on reissue 
at the Palms. “Lili” is rated big 


ly well. 


Penn (Loew's) (3.300: 50-85) —/!at United Artists. “Cinerama” at 
First | Music Hall marked the 250,000th 
h.o. here in a very long time, solid | patron via special award. 


Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Fox-Detroit) (5,000: 70-$1) 
—"“Second Chance” (RKO) and 
Fine 
Last week, “Pickup on 
(Col.) (5th wk), $18,000. 

Palms (U-D) (2,961; 95-$1.24)— 
(RKO) and 

reissues) 
Last week, “Fort 
(Col) and “Most Beautiful 

Michigan ‘UD) (4,000; 95-$1.25) 
—“Seared Stiff’ (Par) and “Stars 
Singing” (Par) (2d wk). Fancy $27,- 


Last | 000. Last week, $32,000. 


Madison (‘UD’) (1,900; 70-93) — 
(Contégudd 6a page'2d) 35° | 


lend of the 


| Around Us" 


| with a terrific $33,000 


| terrific at $49,000, after soaring to 


|for second week. Stays on indef 


initely at this great gait 


opening round 


, fifth week. 


B way B.0. High Despite Recora Heat; 
‘Wagon’ Sock 1556, Blondes’ Hot 1306 
‘Vaquero’ Mild 206, Feather’ Fat 756 


Despite a record heat wave and; Started in Paradise” (Rank) opens 
Shriner’s conclave,| Friday (24) 
first-run film business Palace (RKO) 


Broadway 1,700; 75-$1.40)— 


continues at a high level this) “Great Sioux Uprising’ (U) and 
stanza. Four new bills naturally | yaude. Still in winning stride with 
are helping the overall total. The} solid $21,000 likely. Last week, 
mercury soared to 96 degrees last|“The Maze’ (AA) with vaude, 
Saturday (18), highest of the year,! socko $26.000 

with a heavy rain Monday night| paramount (AB-P) (3 644: 80- 


not bringing any break in the tor- 
rid weather The counter-attrac 
tion of the giant Shriner parade 
put a deep dent in trade Thursday 
(16) night 


“Charge At Feather River” 
(WB) with Les Paul-Mary Ford, 
Alan Dean, Russ Case orch one 
| Stage 2d swk). Initial session 
ended last night (Tues.) was very 


$1.80) 


“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” | good $75,000. In ahead, “Beast 
with iceshow onstage, which start-| 20,000 Fathoms"” (WB) with stage- 
ed out like a real mid-summer! show (3d wk!, $55,000. 
champ, was hurt with the others! = paris (indie) (568: 90-$1.80)— 


by the hot weather, but will wind) «seven Deadly Sins” (Indie) (11th 
aig iy 8 seein ae ha wk). The 10th stanza ended Sun- 
4 é “4 i J ary oa 75 
oan $20,000 for initial round at 1 Pg gfe! —_ $7,500 
the Capitol. Rivoli (UAT) (2,092; 70-$1.80)— 


“Charge at Feather River,” with| “Salome” (Col) (18th-final wk). 
Les Paul-Mary Ford, Alan Dean, | The 17th frame ended last night 
Russ Case band topping stage bill | (Tues.' was slim $5,000 or less 
finished the first week at the Para-!| after $6,000 for 16th week. The 
mount with a very good $75,000./ current (18th) session being ad- 
“Trader Horn"’-“Sequoia” fourth| vertised as final week since 
new bill, shapes $10,000, okay for| “Dream Wife’ (M-G) originally 
pair of oldies at the Globe. had been set to come in about 


Still smash leader is “Band| three weeks ago. Now set to 
Wagon” with stageshow at the Mu- | preem July 29 
sic Hall, with $155,000 in second le a, 2 — pee Pag ——. 
session at the vast Music Hall. | teters) (6.200; 90-$2.40) anc 
This is one of the best initial hold | tn all Ye Cr) - os mae tty = 
over weeks at the Hall in months, | W%’ olding at grea 55, 
great ers helping to overcome | chi — = hha oe lo 
seasonal factors. opening week a 4 since 
“Moon Is Blue” continues sock | tvanhoe” (M-G), which opened 
ei - a ae aa — | last August. Stays on indefinitely. 
in second round, with $35,500 total lniformivy excellent te rave ree 
for the Victoria and Sutton, where | , 


: : “ge ‘iews helping pie 
day-dating. Second frame of “Sea ’ row . 9° 
: , - ry (Ni (5 Bt 90-$2.2( 
was very big $10,500] 7 Roxy (Nat'l. Th.) (5,886; -$ y) 


pay ees ae Ld - “Gentlemen Prefer Blondes” 
at Trans-Lux 66th Street | (20th) and iceshow onstage (2d 
The real sensation of the hold-| wk). First stanza ended last night 
overs is “Stalag 17," which wound | (Tues.) hit great $130,000. In ahead, 
up its third stanza at the Astor) “White Witch Doctor” (20th) and 
spligh Its stamina] jiceshow (2d wk), $68,000. Higher 
indicates a very long run at this opening price and general tilting 
house. “Scared Stiff” shapes stout! alony line is boosting take natu- 
$18,000 for third round at the | rally 
Mayfair | State (Loew's) 
“Julius Caesar” still is holding | “Arena” (M-G) Opens today 
shiash at the Booth, with a great | (Wed). Last week, “Came From 
$15.000 likely for current (7th)! Outer Space” (U) (5th wk), was 
week. “Cinerama.” also in seventh | okay $12,000 after $15,000 for 
session at the Warner. continues | fourth week, to wind up a highly 
profitable longrun here 
Sutton (R & B) (561 
“Moon Is Blue’ (UA) (3d) wk). 
Second session ended. last night 
(Tues! held at $13,500 after great 
$16,000 openet 
Trans-Lux 60th St. (T-L) (453; 
90-$1.50)—"Sea Around Us” (RKQO) 
1 (3d wk). Second stanza ended Mon- 
day (20) held at sturdy $10,500 


(3,450; 85-$1.80)— 


95-$1.80)—— 


capacity in previous week 
Estimates for This Week 
Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 70-$1.80) 
“Stalag 17” (Par) (4th wk). Third 
round ended last night (Tues.) 
held at great $33,000 after $35,000 


Baronet (Reade) (430; 90-$1.50) 
—"Voleano” (UA). Opened Mon-} stfer emash $13,500 opener 
day (20) In ahead, “Tonipht at Trans-Lux 52d St. (T-L) (540 O0- 
8:30" (Indie) (8th wk), okay $3,400 $1.50)—"Lili’ (M-G) (20th). The 
after $3,600 for seventh week. | 19th round ended Monday (20) was 
$1.20-) fast 


Booth (Shubert) (723; $5,400 after $6,200 for 18th 
$2.40) —"“Julius Caesar” (M-G) (7th! week 
wk). Present stanza ending tomor- Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 70- 


“Moon Is Blue” (UA) (3d 
First holdover frame ended 
yesterday (Tues.) held at. virile 
| $22,000 or close after great $34,000 

Capitol (Loew's: (4.820; 70-$1.50) opening week 
‘Ride, Vaquero!” (M-G) (2d wk).| Warner (Cinerama Prod.) (1,600; 
$1.20-$3.60 “Cinerama” (Indie) 


Initial round ended last night 
(Tues) hit good $20,000 or near.| (7th wk). Present session ending 
tomorrow (Thurs.), holding at ter- 


In ahead, “Melba” (UA) (3d wk) 
| rific $49,000 after capacity $51,000 


$21,000 
Criterion (Mo for sixth week at this house, after 
han sroadway 


row (Thurs.) looks to hold around | $1.80) 
$15,000 or Jess, Smash. Sixth week | wk) 
was $15,500. Continues on indefi- 


) (1.700; 50-$1.80) 


“Second Chance” (RKO). Opens a Jongrun at the 
today (Wed.). Last week, “Affair ‘C ) : 
With Stranger” (RKO) (2d— wk-5 d S h $18,000 
days), dull $6,000 after $10,000 oqua mas ’ ’ 


Cleve; ‘Young’ Wham 
1736, ‘Sioux’ Big 146 


Cleveland, July 2). 


Fine Arts (Davi, (468; 90-$1.80) | 
—‘‘Fanfan the Tulip” (Indie) (12th 
wk). The llth stanza ended Sun- 
day (19) was good $4,800 after $5,- | 





506 r i eek Goes about |} “- : 

lg ME ig eaaie Bore : “Cruel Iwo newcomers are making big 

Sea” (RKO) scheduled to open! Hews here this session. "Vice 

Aug. 11 | Squad” shapes socko at the State 
, while “Mighty Joe Young,” with 


Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 50-$1.50) 
—‘Trader Horn” (M-G) and “Se- 
quoia” (M-G) (reissues). First week 


another reissue on same bill, is 
heading for smash total Latter 
winding tomorrow (Thurs.) looks | Combo's draw is rated remarkable 
to hit good $10,000 or near. In for a pair of oldies, “Great Sioux 
ahead. “O. K. Nero” (FE) (4th) Uprising” also is big at Allen but 
wk). $7.500. | “Let's Do It Again” is on mild 


Guild (Guild) (450; $1-$1.80)—j} side at Hipp. a. 
'“Queen Is Crowned” (U) (7th wk). | Estimates for 7 his Week 
Sixth session ended Saturday (18) a S S-W U 13,000; + - 

as gc 9500 after $18.000 for “Great Sioux prising ig 
was good $12,500 after $l1f 7) $14.000 cask weet Charge at 


(950 60-| Feather River” (WB) (2d wk), $13 
wk 000 
Hipp (Telemanagement) (3,700; 


Holiday (Per-Rose 
$1.20)\—"‘Houdini"’ (Par) (3d 
Current round ending today (Wed.)| __ . ' My 
looks like nearly $13,000, excei- | 55-90)— Poon Do It Again ol). 
lent. Second week was great $16.,- Light $12,000 for bow of big new 
900 . panoramic screen and stereophonic 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 50-$1.50) sound here. Last week Pickup 
—‘Scared Stiff’ (Par) (3d wk)./ on South St Col) (2d wk), $15,- 
Holding at solid $18,000 after $35,- | 000 ; me 
000 for second frame Lower Mall ‘Community! (585; 

525 ae wat verge iCal) Average 

Normandie (Normandie Thea- | 59-895) Fort Ti Co! A verage 

tres) (592: 95-$1.80' —“Hundred $2,500. Last week, “Sadko (Indie) 


Hour Hunt” (Greshler) (5th-final | (2d wk), $1,500. ; =~ 

wk). Holding over three extra! Ohio (Loew's) (1,200; | 95-85)— 

davs past fifth week, with okay i “Dangerous When Wet (M-G) 
4 (Continued on page 22). - » 


$4,200 likely for 10-fldad! Gags. “It! 
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: To the members of the motion picture industry—worldwide—yho 

rightfully look to Warner Bros. to make the firmest and surest 
_ advancements in modernizing our always 

- improving techniques, this is our 

| announcement that 





WarnerSuperScope is not a sudden discovery presented to meet a sudden new interest in 


the photographic shape of things to come. 
Scope as a word and as a science is the result of a Warner research development long 


underway. That development is here and ready; perfected to the ultimate of modern scientific 
know-how for screen size, for clarity, for the closer-to-nature values it gives to WarnerColor 
and for the tonal enhancement of WarnerPhonic Sound so that WarnerSuperScope will be 


welcomed as a magnificent new sensation in the motion picture theatre. 
WarnerSuperScope will play its full power and beauty on the largest screens in the larg- § | 


est theatres, or the next to largest screens, or the screens next in size — any size within the 
2.66 to 1 ratio on which its photographing and projecting lenses are based. This emphatically 


is not a blown-up film but a complete new photographic and projecting process produced 


for us by Zeiss-Opton. 


The sweeping trend, as we know it, is for bigger theatre screens. We are in step with 
that trend. 


Our own Warner All-Media Camera is now ready to photograph the following produc- 





tions in WarnerSuperScope, transporting the story to WarnerColor film for projection on 
every wide screen installation now in use or contemplated for the future: “A Star Is Born” 
starring Judy Garland; “Lucky Me” starring Doris Day; “Rear Guard” starring Guy Madison: 


the classic spectacle of “Helen of Troy”; the world-renowned stage hit, “Mr. Roberts”; and 


John Steinbeck's current best-selling novel;‘East of Eden” produced and directed by Elia Kazan. ; 
WarnerSuperScope is not only super in size, but super in its anticipation of our indus- 5 

, ; ; obs 4 
trys needs in production and exhibition for years to come. : 


eS. 


Y WARNER BROS, 















Wednesday, July 22, 1953 VARIETY 














p 


e 





This again confirms a 
confidence in pathfinding and 
leadership that began when the art and 
business of making motion pictures was very young. 
For those who are concerned with the future aspect of the 
industry as well as the aspect ratio of the motion picture screen, 
we have never made an announcement of more importance. 





Because we know the impact of an announcement of this kind and because we believe 
that action should accompany words — within the first few weeks of production we contem- 
plate a worldwide WarnerSuperScope demonstration for press and exhibitors who share with 
us the will to make the motion picture industry thrive and prosper. We will show completed 


scenes precisely as they will appear on your screens. 
This demonstration should run about ten minutes — nine minutes longer than anyone 


will need to realize what a sturdy and far-reaching contribution WarnerSuperScope makes to 


our business. 
In line with our poltcy of concentrating only on the production and 


distributing phases of our business, and with no wish to enter into the sepa- 
rate field of selling theatre equipment, we will make WarnerSuperScope 
projection lenses avatlable to exhibitors with each picture on a very nominal 


rental basis within reach of even the smallest theatre operator. 


Apart from the screen the only equipment that-exhibitors will need for the success of 


WarnerSuperScope is their own enthusiasm to recognize and exploit to the fullest Warner 


Bros? latest contribution to our industry. (iy 
C) 


ENB OR OREO NE ESET OER RE RR AOE ORE EE BR Bigs RE LLEEEITEL: a BERG! ISBELL AEE YE 


“ALL PRODUCTIONS IN Whvner SuperSeape WILL ALSO BE PHOTOGRAPHED | 
BY THE WARNER ALL-MEDIA CAMERA IN WARNERCOLOR, 3D AND 20 TO 
_ MEET ANY DESIRED ASPECT RATIO, AND WITH WARNERPHONIC SOUND. 
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“Hilton's Madrid 











long weekend press junkets for a 
bangup sendoff may follow. ‘This 


Continued from page 1 








Hotel Premiere 








\standby charter accommodated all 
ithe others including the prez of 





Sanh and Hilton's ditto of the 


Spanish national emblem. To a 
man and woman, the Yanks in at- 
tendance confessed to the Yankee 
Doodle tingle as the Stars & 
Stripes was hoisted in the gardens 


|of the Castellana Hilton. 
| The overall showman’s reaction 


reporter already has seen evidences|the chain, his son Nicky, Fred ‘is that the hotel business, as pat- 
of 3-D on the marquees of de-| Joyce, who did the bangup public |terned by the now immortal Cesar 
juxers on the grand boulevards of relations job for Hilton Hotels, and | Ritz, in Paris, is but 60 years old, 


Paris and Madrid. Latter city has 
two, an eight-minute short, very 


crude, produced in Spain, where | 


there is a charge of one peseta— 
2'\.¢c,—for the colored glasses and 
a fine of 100 pesetas—$2.50—if the 
neo-polaroids aren’t returned a\er 
the performance.) 

Kicking Tradition In Groin 

Apart from the mechanics of 
coordinating the new Madrid hos- 
telry’s VIP invitees with TWA’s 
efficient manner of servicing, for 
one thing the New Mexico-born 
Conrad Nicholson Hilton, who has 
his headquarters in Chicago and 
his home in Beverly Hills, has up- 
set hotel tradition by bringing the 
American idea to Europe. His- 
torically, the slickest suavest, 
toniest U.S. eateries and 
have bragged of the so-called “old 


world charm,” the = “trained-in- | 
Geneva-and-Paris” personnel. Hil 
ton conversely has brought to 


Spain a chunk of Americanism In 
service which will compel all Eu- 
ropean hostelries to revise their 
attitudes if they are to capture 
that valuable American tourist dol- 
lar trade 

U.S. Ambassador James Clement 
Dunn asked Hilton what the shin- 
dig cost and he was told $100,000. 
The Ambassador is said to have 
told the hotelier that ‘this is a 
drop in the bucket compared to 
the many millions Uncle Sam is 
spending for naval and air bases in 
Spain, but,” he added, ‘“‘somehow I 
think your drop may be more vivid 
than our entire ocean of dollars 
spent in Spain.” 

First-timers in Franco's Spain, 
it should be interjected imme- 
diately, can have nothing but good 
things to say about the passing 
seene, Madrid, circa July, 1953. 
Prices are cheap; the people are 
seemingly happy, and charming to 
Americans; new housing for white- 
collar workers going up by the 
hundreds at 500 pesetas a month, 
or $12.50 for three rooms, and they 
like the idea of more American 
visitors. History may well tell us 
of still other plus values as a di- 
rect result of encouraging tourism 
to Spain 

Wotta Cast! 

On the show biz aspects, the 
casting was excellent. Mary Mar- 
tin was the belle of the ball. Gary 
Cooper was huzzahed all over the 
place and won a great press as a 
“ventleman—not like Bing Crosby, 
who doesn’t know how to dress.” 
This chiding of the crooner’s pen- 
chant for highly informal personal 
garb is a little more deep-seated. 
The Spanish press couldn't under- 
stand his Garboesque hideaways, 
including a disappointment at a 
railroad station by getting off two 
stations prior thereto. It resulted 
in Paramount and/or Crosby send- 
ing a letter of apology to the sen- 
sitive local press that this was es- 
sentially a holiday with his son, 
Lindsay. Cooper, who was joined 
by daughter and his wife here, 
didn't act as elusive, so the com- 
parison was heightened. 

Leo Carrillo was a natural for 
the emcee role. Merle Oberon, Van 
Heflin, J. Carrol Naish ‘whom the 
locals wouldn't believe was any- 
thing but Spanish), Tex MeCrary & 
Jinx Falkenburg (who clicked even 
more so when habla‘ing Espanol, 
and reminding she was born in 
Barcelona), Lois Wilson, Ed Gard- 
ner (now residing in Spain), Robert 
Ruark = ‘ditto), Sloan Simpson 
O'Dwyer (ditto), Dick Halliday 
Faith Doumerge and her director- 
husband, Hugo Fregonese, were 
among the Yanks on the scene. In- 
cidentally, the Spanish-speaking 
Jinx Falkenburg has a local film 
offer 

Press, mag, newsree] and news 
photog coverage was a blanket job 
and there can be no complaints 
from the intensive appiication 
which the roster below is bound 
to give the four-day event. The 
major party came over in two TWA 
planes, one under charter to Hil- 
ton, and the other a companion 
extra section for the paying guests. 
Luckily for many, the chartered 


plane brought back those who had | 


U. S. deadlines, otherwise the un- 


forseen TWA _ navigators’ strike 
would have upset some. As it was, 


quite a few scattered to Lisbon, 
Paris, Amsterdam and London to 
make connections on other air car- 
riers back to New York, but the 


hotels | 


| Hilton’s long-time executive secre-) 


'tary, Mrs. Olive Wakeman. 
The Hat Latches On 
Hedda Hopper latehed on from 
Cannes, where she was on the last 


lap of her European trip with Town | 


& Country photographer Jerome 


Zerbe, who also came to Madrid, } 


as did Sylvia (Mrs. Leonard) 
Lyons to join her husband who 
came over on the junket 

Other press, broadcasting and 
mag coverage included Tony & 
Dorothy Weitzel, of the Chi Daily 
News and a radio-TV Mr. and Mrs. 
team who, like Tex & Jinx Me- 
Crary were taping plenty of yard 
age. The McCrarys apparently had 
| the edge because of their foursome 
hookup with the Dick 
(Mary Martin). Latter was pa! 
|ticularly sought out by the top 
matadors. Some of their stuff, en 
route to the bullring, the special 
“finca’”’ party staged by local mil 
loinaire Pedro Gandarias is better 
for private consumption although 
McCrary thinks he will have a full 
; week's material. 

Richard Joseph (Esquire), Rich 
ard Chaplin (Collier’s), Robert 
|Manning, Bill Miller and Piero 
| Sporiti (Time); Gordon C. Hamil 
|ton (Newsweek), Yale Joel and 
William Gray of Life; the Bill 
Hearsts, Jr.; Archie Lieberman 
(Black Star Photos); Bill Mauldin, 
| Dennis McEvoy ‘Reader's Digest), 
|R. H. Papworth and Henry Buckley 
| (Reuters), Pepe Romero (Mexico 
City Press columnist), Lucie 
| Jeffers Lyons (McCall's), Wally 

(Parade), Ed McCarthy 


| Sprague 
i (This Week), Rex North ‘(London 
Sunday Pictorial), Art Buchwald 
(Herald-Trib, Paris edition), Emile 
Montemuro (Fox Movietone- 
news), Richard Mowrer (Christian 
Science Monitor), Edgar Smith, 
(Fortune), Helen Sioussat (CBS), 
|Radie Harris, Jane & Camille 
|Cianfarra (N. Y. Times), Logan 
| Gourlay (London Sunday’ Ex 
|}press), Frank McCall, NBC-TV 
|producer of Camel News Cara 
ivan, Ralph Forte (UP), James 
;Copp (L. A. Times), Helen Gould 
| (Holiday), Charles Gombault and 
|Marcel Idzkowsky (France-Soir), 
| Karl Blackwell (Celebrity Service), 
|insure an invaluable chain-reaction 
| publicity buildup. Some of the 
|mag people expressed ideas for ty 


| 
| 
! 
| 
| 


coon-type stories on Hilton, rather | 


than the individual event. 
Absentees 
George Jessel also was to hive 


come to co-emcee with Leo Car- | 
| Ann Miller, Arleen Whelan, | 
| Kathryn Grayson, Ricardo Mon- | 
Mona | 


rillo. 


taliban, Irene Hervey and 
Freeman were among. the in- 
vitees who couldn't make it. Same 
applied to Dorothy Thompson, the 
Joshua Logans and Leland Hay- 
ward, 

Frank Andrews, prez of the Ho- 
tel New Yorker, and Mrs. Kathryn 
Cravens, author, were in attend- 
ance in addition to Luis*Bolin, the 
press counselor of the Spanish Em- 
| bassy in Washington; the Gordon 
|Gilmores ‘he’s head of TWA _ pub- 
|lic relations, also responsible for a 





Hallidays | 


or only a few years more than the 
| picture business which traditionally 
has had the corner on showman- 
ship and ballyhoo. 

| U.S. showmen, of late, have 
noted many a business has been 


stealing show biz’s thunder. It has | 


been evidenced in haut couture, 
deluxe perfumeries and _ kindred 
luxury items which have blended 
the show biz name values to their 
wares. The American department 
store is another industry 
first stole many a leaf out of the 
Hollywood annais, and eventually 
has stolen a march on the picture 
business. It used to be that a thea- 
tre in a new realty development 
was the hub of an entire new com- 
munity of activities. Now comes 
Hilton, the hotelier, to give some 
lessons to show biz. He did but a 
;sample thereof some three years 
ago when launching the Caribe 
Hilton.” in Puerto Rico, which of 
course also puts him into the gam- 
bling business, as there is a legal 
casino attached. 
Refuel in the Azores: Dig 

Those Crazy Star-Gazers 

Home-bound, in the Azores, 
around 2:30 a.m. a huge crowd was 
at the airport to greet “the movie 
stars.’ Hedda Hopper told one con- 
struction ‘workers’ party, 
must be star-crazy to get up and 
greet anybody, actors or otherwise, 
at such an ungodly hour; you had 
better go home.” They cheerfully 
admitted it was so. Van Heflin 
seemed the particular fave at this 
Portuguese island airport. 

Mary Martin and her husband, 
Richard Halliday, whose passports 


|expired, had had them renewed | 


with little difficulty in Madrid, but 
a femme nurse wouldn't let Miss 
Martin disembark in Gander, un- 
less vaccinated, as her smallpox 
“shots” documentation was just 
over three years hy a day. She took 
the shots at the Gander airport but 


eight days of grace for smallpox 
injections could have circumvented 
that. 


Franco's daughter was at all the 
shindigs and it was reported the 
Generalissimo planned inviting the 


| had stayed over, but that was im- 


possible. 

A major slight was Ambassador 
Dunn's failure to invite the Yank 
VIPs to the almost next-door U. S. 
Embassy for cocktails at least, if 
not a garden party. 
| Ed and Simone (Mrs.) Gardner, 
|latter a French girl, are sitting it 
|} out in Spain pending a Matty Fox- 
William Morris Agency dicker for 
'a TV series independent of the 
|*Duffy’s Tavern” stuff. 
| In deference to Gov. Earl War- 
ren, an old California friend, and 
| also because everybody was having 
} 
| 


too much fun, the original Monday- 
Thursday (July 13-16) sojourn was 
stretched to Friday (17) departure, 
arriving early Saturday afternoon 
| (18) at Idlewild, N.Y., after stopoffs 


which | 


“You | 


won't know until now that, too late, | 
it was discovered that the extra | 


group to a semi-official fete if they | 


otherwise she plans buying them 
for the Waldorf. Pacita Tomas 
group of four—two castaneting 
femmes and two males—are also 
big league, and the Pepe Blanco 
whammed ’em. 

An English dance band, Ronnie 
O’Dell with seven men, was booked 
by Maurice Winnick, fhe London 
bandleader and BBC entrepreneur. 
Winnick and London agent Charles 
L. Tucker were both on the scene. 
Nadine Young, also English, does 
the vocals fronting O’Dell ‘at the 
piano), and Bobby Young (no rela- 
'tion) handles the maracas for the 
Latin terps. 

Lapping Up the Masters 

The famed Prado Museum is 
loaded with Velasquezes, Goyas, 
Grecos, Rubenses, Titians and Ra- 
phaels. The Broadway bunch were 
lapping up some culture. Local mu- 
seum angles certain priceless paint- 
ings in small rooms so that the 
mirror reflections bring out nor- 
mally unseen artistic values. Mc- 





Crary called this the original third- | 


dimension process. Art Buchwald, 
Leonard Lyons and this reporter 


| were intrigued with the dramatic | 


|_possibilities of some of these 


|artists, now that Toulouse-Lautrec | 


| has clicked in Technicolor (Some- 
body suggested “Goyas and Dolls 
as a possible title.) 


When Hilton, in Spanish, de- 
tailed the Iberian influence in 
America — Santa Barbara, Santa | 


| Anita, San Jose, San Fernando 


Valley, San Bernardino—somebody | 


observed, “He omitted the biggest, 
San-ta Claus.” 
Leo Carrillo emceed and was to 


have shared billing with Antonio | 


Moreno, the old silent film = star 
who is well remembered here, and 
George Jessel, the not-so-old toast- 
master general of the U. S. Neither 
Moreno nor Jessel could make it. 
Latter was tied up with his new 
TV series but Carrillo had told him 
in New York, “If you don’t emcee 
| any shows in Spain I'll stay out of 
|emceeing any benefits in Israel.” 

RCA’s Soria, Champ Greeter 

Gabriel Soria, head man of RCA 


Madrid. A veteran showman, for- 


terly been a theatre owner in 
Spain, with his brother, Rey Soria. 
| In addition, Gabriel Soria has just 
closed with 
CinemaScope in Spain. But his Ra- 
dio Corp. of America activities are 
| the prime interest on a 50-50 part- 
| nership with the American cor- 
poration. 

Frank M. Folsom, prez of RCA, 
| has been Soria’s key man on recent 
visits in New York, and Meade 
Brunet, veepee of RCA _ Interna- 
tional, is his liaison. Soria is build- 
ing an impressive new RCA factory 


| 15 to start pressing RCA Victor 
| 45s, also produce players, and later 
| TV, airconditioning, etc. He is a 
‘bulwark of hospitality for any 
Yank VIP making his first-time 
visit to Spain. 
Last. Minute Lois 

Lois Wilson latched onto the 

| Hilton chartered plane on 24 hours’ 


day before the Sunday (12) de- 
parture that Mr. Hilton would like 
her to make the trip. She has been 
|a longtime resident of Spain, and 
a year or two ago did quite a spiel 
on Barry Gray's midnight program 





\tiptop job): his Paris aide, Jim | im the Azores and Gander, Nfld. | over WMCA (N. Y.) that “you or 


| Nolan; along with the Barron Hil- 
tons, William J. Friedman, Bill Ir- 
|win, Tom McNamara, of Hilton 


John W. Houser (executive veepee 
of Hilton Hotels 


entire operation off the ground): 
Claude C. Philippe ‘also of the 
Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y.) who, with 
his wife, Mony Dalmes, of the 
Comedie Francaise, is en route to 


a Paris holiday. Also assorted execs | !0¢al flamenco dancers and musi- | iards_ will take nothing from no- | 
/cians. Bossman Hilton, known for | body, and if Franco gets too bad | 


\from the Bank of America, Socony- 


Vacuum, Bank-Ponce (Puerto Rico, hs penchant for terping, kicked off | for us we'll kick him out too, but | 
wher the Caribe-Hilton is locally | the festivities by doing a folk dance | he’s certainly trying to do and is | 


| Hotels, the Waldorf’s Joe Binns. |! 


International, | 
highly responsible for getting this | 


| Gov. Warren had been delayed in 
| Rome but his wife and their three 
| daughters, all lookers, who charmed 
|}the Espanols no end, were on 
| schedule. The University of Madrid 

students serenaded them and hung 
around for the rewarding long rib- 
| bons which adorn their capes. 


| Merriel Abbott's OK Job 


| The Hilton chain's Merriel Ab- 
| bott did a yeoman job with the 


} 


| anybody else should not judge a 
| 
‘ited it first-hand.” She accented 
| that the local political overtones 
differ considerably from certain at- 
titudes which hark back to the 
| Spanish civil war of the late 1930s. 
It is apparent that the people 
fanny rather have Franco's seem- 





ingly current benevolent dictator- | 


| : 
ship than another war. As one na- 


| 


| tive told this reporter, “We Span- | 


| 


financed, as is the Castellana Hil-| With his sister, Mrs. Dean Carpen-| doing a good job for the country 


j ton). 
jtel accountancy experts, corpora- 


|tion lawyers and financiers inter- 


ested in the peseta-dollar exchange 
that comes with an operation of 
, this nature were on hand. 


The mayor of Madrid, Count de | 
| Mayalde; Duke de Luna, the head | 


|}of the Spanish Tourist Bureau: 


‘laverde ‘she’s Franco's daughter), 
}a flock of foreign titles, and other 
local oWficials greeted Hilton and 


his new venture, and he responded | 


|in Spanish. There was a religioso 
;ceremony at the consecration of 
| the new venture, and the raising of 
‘the American flag by the mayor of 


~ 


Other hoteliers, realtors, ho- 


; the Marquis and Marquess de Vil- | 


ter, wife of the former Hotel 
| Roosevelt (N.Y.) manager and now 
| head of European scouting opera- 
tions, headquartered in Paris. Miss 
Abbott was aided by Mrs. William 


ficient in Spanish, who dug up 
some amazing flamenco talent from 
| “the caves,” which is literally so— 
many of the poor carve out their 
homes in the sides of mountains. 
Curtis is the director of music. 
promotion and publicity. 

While Miss Abbott's people ran 
ioo long, they were all good, par- 
ticularly Gitanillos de Bronce ‘a 
top tenor and a femme dancer), 
on whom Jose Greco has piiovity, 


i right now.” 

| Mildred Considine made their 
| 22d anniversary Sunday (19) by a 
| day; Bob was at Idlewild to greet 


many European lammisters who 


have been doing the European run- | 


; around. She had come in with the 
| Bob Ruarks, Ted Straeter and 
| Earl Blackwell (Celebrity Service). 
| Straeter is off to Rome: Blackwell 
to Paris. 
Some Enchanted Evenings 


| Supper, appearing at the two major 
galas Tuesday and Wednesday. 


| Monday and Thursday were infor- | 


| mal, and with the added day, Fri- 





in Spain, is the Grover Whalen of | 


mer actor in Hollywood and Mex- | 
ico City, and later producer-di- | 
rector in both capitals, he has lat- | 


Spyros Skouras for | 


near the film studios, enroute to | 
| the airport. It will be ready Sept. | 


notice, having been told the Satur- | 


country without ever having vis- | 


ott | | her. She, too, had been one of the | 
R. Curtis, former dancer and pro- 


Mary Martin sure sang for her. 


day, it p itted f el ae a 
; ermitted for Toledo « 
Escorial sightseeing, shopping» 
The record will not be complete 
without kudos to Arthur F. ye 
miger, a calm kid in the hote) biz 
from 'way back who was clicki;. 
orders but, outwardly, unruffled 
and getting top results. The Swiss 
born manager, who has been with 
the organization at the Caribe Hil. 
ton, first as aide to Frank ange. 
mann, and later manager, has jy. 





| on the scene for months. ” 
| The Castellana Hilton, sityatea 
on the Paseo Castellana, is owneq 


by Immobiliara El Carmen of 
Spain, extensive builders. p 
has been some five years 
making and really came t 
| with Hilton’s decision to tak, 
operations for 15 years 
tions. Immediately after the open. 
ing, Lisbon interests ap 
Hilton with a similar mar 
project but his next chor: 
new Hilton-Istanbul, in Turk, 
| due for spring ’54 opening. Unlik. 
others, which are locally financed, 
Turkish government funds are yp- 
derwriting this venture. Hilton ho- 
tels in Havana, Mexico City and 
Acapulco will follow 

John Houser, executive veepee 


ect 
tne 
fad 


over 


of Hilton Hotels International. je 
en route to Turkey to survey the 
site which is 80 miles fro the 
iren Curtain and is on a ris» ove 


looking the Bosphorus. Admitt: 
considering the Hispano-Amet ican 
linguistic problems, an_ intensive 
training job is in order for the 
Istanbul operation. Rudy Bassler 
| will be the manager. 

Other Hiltons 

The Hilton board this ni 
incepted three new hotel orera 
| tions, taking over the Deshlev-Wa'- 
| lick, Columbus, 1,000 rooms, now 
the Deshler-Hilton, as of July 1 
The Madrid hostel was the second 
item and the board okayed start 
of construction of the new Bever!y 
Hilton, at Santa Monica & Wil- 
shire Blvd., Beverly Hills, 600 
rooms, each with refrigerator and 
terrace, and geared to “charge 
twice as much as anybody.” The 
Beverly-Wilshire Hotel has 3,0 
rooms, and the Beverly Hil!s Ho- 
tel has 400. Understand dilton 
paid $3,000,000 for the land and 
that the entire B-H will cost 
| around $12,000,000. 

The Harlem Globetrotters had 
the Plaza de Toros de Macrid 
(bullfight ring) for the 11 pm. 
until past midnight session Thurs- 
day night (16) and did socko as 
always. The Spaniards go for the 
basketballers’ antics. Impresario 
Abe Saperstein and publicist Wal- 
| ter Kennedy were surprised to run 
into so many Broadway and Ho!ly- 
wood visitors in Madrid since they 
have been heading north, barn- 
storming the Spanish  provircial 
towns. 

Action for Aficionados 
Earlier that evening, ie. at 
16:15 p.m., the regular Thursday 
| bullfights were on and some 25.000 
mad Hispanos packed the joint at 
| $1.50 to $2 admission. RCA’s Sor'a 
| predicted “somebody may get hurt 
tonight."’” Himself a former mata- 
! dor, before going into films, ie 
identified Jose Maria Reconda, 
Carlos Corpas and Manuel] Jimenez 
(Chicuelo II), the headliners, 4° 
“newcomers, but promising.” Re- 
condo particularly seemed to be 
| asking for it. He got an “ear” for 
| his daring in the second fight — 
| that’s like an Oscar—for a great 
| performance in the stadium, but 
wound up being gored and carried 
(off the field in the sixth fight 
Soria explained that being new- 
| comers, they were sure to want 10 
make a gogd impression on the 
capital fans, and when they (take 
chances it usually means trouble. 

The attitude of man versus beast 
differs in Spain from the ASPCA 
attitude usually experienced by 
| Americans. They are savage 
beasts, and evidence of that wés 
disclosed at Pedro Gendarios 
\“finca” (stud farm) when D 
mingin, goodlooking 29-year-old 
youngster, idol of Spain, who hes 
retired with $1,000,000 in cash 
two ranches, apartment houses !" 
Madrid and Barcelona, was in hs 
swim sherts. His body, torso and 
legs are lacerated with occupation- 
al hazard stripes of exceeding 
valor. He claims he has retired 
but some think that the traditione! 
| hunger for applause will lure !)' 
_back, as it does most all other 
{The “ham” instinct in these per 
formers is charming but unde 
niably there. ' 

On the other hand, a $100.00" 
bid from Jose Ferrer for filmime 
| “Matador,” from the book of ‘"* 
same name, doesn't appeal to /'" 
because of the three months \0'* 
‘and the heavy tax load. 
Cocktails at 9:30 and dinner « 


(Continued on page 61) 
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Screen Writers | 
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Frank P. Rosenberg and Lionell J. 
Toll, Irving Salkow, Skyline Pro- 


ductions, Phil Tucker, Van Cor 
Productions, Inc., and Morris 
Wein. 


Removed from SWG’s 
list, having made Satisfactory ar- 
rangements with the writers in- 
volved, are Benedict Bogeaus, 
Henry Donovan and Telemount 
Pictures, and Arthur Gardner and 
Jules V. Levy. 

At the Guild’s annual meeting 
Nov. ai, 1951, constitutional 
emendment and change in working 
rules was passed providing that no 
SWG member may enter into a 
pact with any prodaicer who, after 
that date, has been declared by the 
Guild to be “unfair,” unless the 
writer has notified SWG that the 
producer has delivered to the 
Guild a sum equal to the full 
amount of compensation called for 
under the proposed pact. 

Producers in the latter category 


include Eddie Bracken, Phil Tuck- 
er and Dr. W. L. Abt In case of 
3racken, a grievance committee of 
the Guild found payment for a 


teleplay had been made contingent 
on a Starting date; that production 
was never begun; consequently the 
writer was never paid. Bracken 
told SWG the venture was specu- 
Jative on the part of everyone con- 


cerned, and Guild holds that’s 
complete violation of minimum 
basic agreements and working 
rules. 


No ‘Spec’ 

Regarding Tucker and Lee-Tuck 
Productions, SWG found a writer 
had been hired to pen a treat- 
ment of a teleplay for $200 “on 
approval,” and that no payment 
was ever made to the writer, there- 


by violating SWG rules on spec 
writing and undercutting Guild 
minimums. 


In the case of Dr. Abt and Van 
Cor Productions, a Guild commit- 
tee found that the writer inked a 
pact for $15,000 covering the sale 
of all rights in and to his novel 
and a screenplay based on tome 
Writer was to get $3,000 of the 
amount in two installments of $1.- 
500 each, with remaining $12,000 
deferred. 

If shooting didn’t begin within 
120 days from date of agreement, 
all rights to novel and screenplay 
were to revert to author on 30 
days’ notice from him. Says the 
Guild: “To date the writer has re- 
ceived only $1,500 despite deliv- 
ery of the complete screenplay, in- 
cluding innumerable revisions at 
the direction of the producer: and 


the producer has refused to re- 
assign any of the rights even 
though the deadline for com- 


mencement of production has long 
since passed.” 








Ops to Vidpix 


aaa CONtinued from page 7 == 








ations wouldn't touch anything 
like that with a 10-foot pole,” he 
complained. 

It doesn't pay to seek out the 


few theatres still outside the TV 
orbit, since such spot distribution 


would he more trouble than it's 
worth, it was said. Exhibs em- 
phasized last week that booking 


TV films, apart from constituting 
a bad policy, also would be like 
“trafficking with the enemy.” in 
that it would help build up a com- 
peting imedium. Theatremen ap- 
pear unimpressed by the argument 





“unfair” ! 


RKO May Distribute 
Champ ‘Knockout’ Bouts 


RKO may take over distribution 
of “Knockout Parade,” 50-minute 


compilation, of the highlights of | 


numerous Championship bouts of 
recent years, under a deal 
being talked with Sports 
Latter outfit made the pic in asso- 
ciation with Jim Norris, head of 


| the Internatiunal Boxing Club. 


| figured that if legit 
| taken an 


that a developing product shortage | 


might make the TV reels welcome 
filler material. 


Joe Roberts, head of SF, re- 
turned to N.Y. this week reportedly 
to join in the negotiations with 
RKO. He had been on the Coast to 
set initial runs of the pic. 

| 


‘SIMPP Maps | 


Continued from 








pase 3 Saas 
perform a service to the in 
dies, particularly in countries 
where quota limitations exist. 

Exact nature of SIMPP's foreign 
activities hasn’t been determined 
yet, but plans call for a wide range 
of services, from supervision of 
contracts to actual acquisition of 
pix. SIMPP will make deals for its 
members with local distribs and 
exhibs, and it’s interested also in 
handling the foreign playott = of 
films held by the banks 

FTC approval will cue another 
indie producer meet on the Coast 
to set up a charter and draw up 
bylaws. Whole idea was broached 
to the indies at a recent SIMPP 
powwow in Hollywood by Arnall 
and was received enthusiastically 
Group now has 32 members, “with 
other joining us all the time,” ac 
cording to Arnall 


would 





| Chi Cinerama 
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Rollin Stonebrook as managing di- 
rector, George Rachford treas 
urer and Lucille Ballantine as pub- 
licity director. All are under su 
pervision of Cliff Geissman, region- 
al manager; Lester Isaac, general 
manager of operations in N. Y., and 
John Joseph, national director of 
advertising and publicity. 
Cinerama is readying a celebra- 
tien in Detroit with prominent lo- 
calites on the invitation list to 
mark the 20th week of the run of 
“This Is Cinerama”’ Aug. 4 at the 
Detroit “Music Hall. Lester Isaacs, 
Cinerama’s theatre operations 
chief, is handling arrangements 
It’s a record run, surpassing the 


as 


previous longevity champ, “Nep- 
tune’s Daughter.” Latter pie ran 
19 weeks at the Detroit Opera 


House in 1914. 


Legit Not Brushed . 


amg Continued from page 3 





the petition before any action was 
taken on it by the House group. 

It's understood that key stage 
reps decided on the non-partici- 
pating role in the tax battle. They 
were to have 
stand in the film 
tax campaign, neither films nor 
legit would have had much of a 
chance in winning tax relief. Rea- 
soning was that legit’s entry in 
the tax effort would have meant 
more Congressional work, consid- 
erably more time delays, and 
might have complicated the eco- 
nomic issues. 

On the other hand, a victory by 
the film industry will mean an 
opening wedge for legit when, as 
is indicated, the theatrical men de- 
cide on an organized fight for 
eliminating their admission tax. 


active 
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MPEA Secks | 
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when operating as a unit abroad 
Same protection isn’t enjoyed by 
MPAA in its foreign dealings. 
MPEA, set up after the war, 
Originally operated in 13. terri- 
tories, including Germany, 
tria and Japan and countries where 


Aus: | 


the industry was faced with state | 


monopolies. Only place where 
MPEA is still functioning is Yugo- 
Slavia. 

Switch to MPEA involves no per- 
sonnel changes. MPAA prexy Eric 
Johnston also heads the MPEA and 
Ralph Hetzel, until. now v-.p. in 
charge of the MPAA’s_ interna- 
tional division, also is a veepee of 
MPEA, 





in, Universal, and Norman Moray, | 


Warners. 
Pledge was made in a resolu- 
tion which also expressed appreci- 


ation to persons instrumental in 
killing of newsreel bluepenciling 
in Ohio. Cited were Ohio State 


Sen. Charles A. Mosher, whose bill 
eliminating reel censorship was 
signed by Gov. Frank J. Lausche 
last week; Eric A. Johnston, presi- 
dent of the Motion Picture Assn. 
of America, and his staff ‘for their 
vigorous opposition to motion pic- 
ture censorship on all fronts,” and 
the Independent Theatre Owners 
Assn. of Ohio, which helped in 
support of the Mosher bill. 
Manning Clagett, of the MPAA 
office in N.Y., directly repped the 
MPAA in the Ohio censorship at- 


i tack, 


new | 
Films. | 





SS iret cme 











| 

‘ment manufacture abroad now 
total close to $19,000,000, he indi- 
cated, adding that on latest 
trip he had made arrangements 
for lens, screen and stereophonic 
sound production in Germany and 
Italy. He said producers 
would be charged less for the use 


his 


foreign 


of the CinemaScope camera lenses, | 


which aren't available as yet. In 
Britain the charge will be £2,500 
($7,000), in France 2,000,000 francs 
($5,000) and in Italy 5,000,000 lire 
($7,000). Hollywood producers can 
rent the CinemaScope lens and 
screen for $25,000. Skouras indi- 
cated that amount would eventual- 
ly be reduced 

WB taking and_ projection 
lenses, in development for 
erzble time, are being made in Ger- 


many by Zeiss-Opton and should 
be available in from four to six 
months. It’s understood that, until 


they are in more plentiful supply, 
they will be rented to theatres 
only with WB pix. At the same 
time, Jack L. Warner said terms 
asked for them would be reason 
aple 

This by jen 
Kalmenson, WB sales topper, who 
in promising early demonstrations 
of the system, said the projection 
lenses would be made available 
“on a very nominal rental 
within the reach of even the small 
est theatre operators.” There has 
been no comment on when or how 
WB would make its system avail- 
able to other producers 


Stopgay Arrangement 


was emphasized 


basis 


announced 
into a non- 
with Carl 
Vistarama 
pictures 


Meanwhile, it was 
that WB had entered 
exclusive agreement 
Dudley use his 
process number of 
WB execs in N.Y. explained that 
this was meant to be 
stopgap arrangement to cover the 
period until the Zeiss people start 
delivering lenses 


to 
on a 


According to Warner, Ware 
SuperScope will be used on 
forthcoming productions, with the 
Warner all-media camera lensing 
the same films also in 3-D and 2-D 


“for projection on every wide- 
screen installation now in use ol 
contemplated for the future.” 


Titles about to go into production 


in WarnerSuperScope include “A 
Star Is Born,” “Lucky Me,” ‘Rea 
Guard,” “Helen of Troy,” “Mr 


” 


Roberts” and “East of Eden 


Lively Contest 

Observers see the WB 
into the widescreen field as the 
starting point for a lively contest 
between WB and 20th to try and get 
the rest of the major studios into 
their corner. With the exception of 
Metro and Columbia, the majors so 
far have stayed aloof from Cinema- 


Scope while praising its quality 
and performance. Also, 20th is 
| licensing its camera lenses at a 


cost of $25,000 per pic and, as far 
as the indies are concerned, 
reserved the right to 
scripts before they are 
Scoped. 

M-G so far has announced five 
CinemaScope pix, Col seven “pos- 
sible’ ones, Allied Artists one, 


approve 


Walt Disney two, Errol Flynn one, | 


and 
ol 


Bert Friedlob one 
Franke one. Total 
slated for 20th lensing. 

Effect of the WB announcement 
on exhibs is uncertain, particu- 


19 are 


larly since it introduces the rental | 


element which, some theatre ops 
feel, would be a better bet for 
them during the conversion period 
when only a limited number of 
CinemaScope films will be ayail 
able. At the same time, there is 
no doubt that many of the first- 
runs will plunk down cold cash for 
the lens equipment. 

Like the CinemaScope lens de- 
veloped by Frenchman’ Henri 
Chretien, the Zeiss lens also is in 
the public domain. First tests with 
it were run at the Wiltern Thea- 
tre, Los Angeles, last October. 

Execs at 20th this week reserved 
judgment on the WB move pend- 
ing a demonstration. It's 
feeling that the opening of “The 
Robe,” first of the CinemaScope 
pix, at the Rexy Theatre, 
impetus it needs and that, 

acceptance by both producers and 

exhibs will be assured. At the same 
time, there is a realization 
personal factors play a _ part 

Hollywood's failure to make 
, switch to CinemaScope so far. 


in 
the 


| 
C’Scope Battle | 
! 
| ——— Continued from page 3 


consid- | 


strictly a} 


SIX | 


plunge | 


has | 


Cinema- | 


Kugene | 


their | 


N.Y., | 
Aug. 26 will give the system the | 
from | 
there on in, the process’ complete | 


that ! 





‘Johnson's IIA Successor 





Washington, July 21 
Search for a successof to 
| Robert ‘LL. Johnson, retiring 
of the International 
Administration, continues here and 


| 
| Dr 


may result in the selection ot a 
candidate later this week 
While no details are available 
it’s understoed that the next IIA 
chief will likely not be an educator 
and that his qualifications will 
largely be in the business and ad 
ministrative field It's felt that 


what is needed is someone familiar 


with official Washington, who also 
knows his way.saround in Congres 
sional circles 

The two IIA heads so far have 
both been educators. Johnson was 
preceded by Dr. Wilson Compton 
in the top job Agency has been 
under heavy fire from Congress 


during their administration 





| St. Paul Tries 


Continued from 





page 3 


could institute criminal proceed 
| ings against exhibs showing “in 
decent” films, and letters have 
been sent to theatreowners to this 
i effect 

| The hullabaloo, prompted — by 
Diehl’s column, has occurred de 
spite the fact that neither Diehl 
lnor any of the city officials has 
seen the pic, and it hasn't been 
| booked yet in any Minneapolis o1 
St. Paul theatre 

| Last season the St. Paul’ cits 
council stirred up a hornet’s nest 


i when it tried unsuccessfully to halt 
the stage play, “I Am a Camera,” 


after its opening, alleging it was in 
decent 

In his column, carrying a five 
column head reading “Smut and 


Filth in ‘Moon Is Blue’ Gag Critte 
Diehl told of the film's Production 
Code and Catholie church troubles 
and assailed the stage play from 
which it was adapted The 
which passed up St. Paul, was 
nessed by himi in Minneapoli 
seasons ago 

Diehl also expressed regret that 
ithe film ever was made; declared 
it hadn't any place on the legiti 
mate American film scene, and said 
he hoped it would “be sent into 
speedy eclipse.” “The play, a sex 
riddled slice of inanity, left) me 
| gagging,” wrote Diehl. “And I 
don’t blush easily.” 

Schaefer's Ohio Trek 

George J. Schaefer, sales repre- 
sentative for the Otto Preminge! 
F. Hugh Herbert indie pic, “Moon 


play 
wit 
two 


Is Blue,” was in Columbus, ©., 
late last week to present to the 
state censor board “documentary 
| evidence” supperting a censorship 
okay for the film in that) state 
Board has yet to render its deci- 


sion 

Schaefer 
newspaper 
along with 
| given by censor 
states 

Following his return 
| Schaefer, incidentally, hopped = to 
Rome in connection with other 
indie production now current. 


submitted numerous 
reviews of the pie, 
approval certificate 
panels in other 


to N. Y 





Briefs From Lots | 
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postponed production of “Screatin- 
ing Eagles” until late September 

Because it “tends to condone un- 
moral actions,” Metro’s “A Slight 
Case of Larceny” drew a “B” (ob- 
jectionable in part) rating from 
ithe Legion of Decency Judy Gar- 
land’s “A Star Is Born” slated for 
| a September start at Warners, with 
| George Cukor directing Volcano 
| Productions started “Adventures 
of Sam Space,” first of a series oft 
3-D puppet cartoons for theatrical 
release, 

George Van Marter signed to di- 
rect Harrison Dunham’s 3-D indie 
“Shadow Valley,” starting July 27 

Ray Heindorf assigned as musi- 
eal director on “Lucky Me,” star- 
ring Doris Day James Michener 
will narrate Metro's “Jet Squadron 
| 8." based on his “Forgotten He- 
roes of Korea.” 

Metro making 459 prints of the 
Dore Schary documentary The 
Hoaxters.”” available to the U. S 
sArmed Forces 


| exhibitors 


Is Sought in Biz Field 


Can't Get Rich Quick With 3-D in Minn., 
See Broader Coin Via Width and Stereo 


¢ Minneapolis, July 21. 


Survey indicates that in this ter- 
ritory the circuits and individual 
are not pinning many 
hopes on 3-D or going in for it on 
an extensive scale. But they look 





chief | 
Information | 


to widescreen and stereophonic 
sound to be much the better box- 
office bet that will supplant the 


poleroid glasses projection system 
almost entirely as soon as the nov- 
elty wears off the latter 

3-D has failed to click substan- 
tially in the majority of the United 
Paramount's 20 smaller towns, ac- 
cording to Harry B. French, Min- 
Amusement Co, president 
Paramount has 3-D equipment in 


nesota 


one house in cach of its towns, as 
well as in one downtown theatre 
each in Minneapolis and St. Paul. 
But it's not ordering the equip- 
ment for any of its seven Twin 
Cities neighborhood theatres or its 
other four loop houses 

Only a handful of out-of-town 


independent theatres and three of 
the Twin Cities’ neighborhood and 


uburban houses have gone for the 
3-D = equipment despite large 
grosses garnered dewntewn in Min- 
neapolis and St. Paul by “‘‘House 
of Wax,” “Bwana Devil,” “It Came 
From Outer Space” and “Fort Ti.” 

CinemaScope or other wide- 
screen equipment, together with 
stereophonic sound, are on order 
for the Paramount's Minneapolis 
Radio City, St. Paul Paramount 
and Duluth Norshore, RKO's Min- 
neapolis and St. Paul Orpheums 


j} and Pan here, two local independ 
ent theatres, the downtown World 
and suburban Terrace. 





New Era 


Continued 





| 

——_—— from page 5 
the past 
Show on 


In licensing “Greatest 
Earth,” for example, 
Paramount demanded runs of six 
seven days in many situations 
where theatre owners traditionally 
limited their programs to three or 


to 


four days. This is the pattern 
which is being promoted on the 
universal basis 

The upcoming new films, it’s be- 
lieved, representing greater’ in- 
vestments and with additional up- 
beat factors such as 3-D and wide- 
screen, should lend themselves to 
the stretched-out run treatment 


Numerou considerations have 
been given an oral workout by dis- 
trib toppers in certain quarters 
The lesser number of features will 
mean Commensurately less demand 

| for quicker playoffs. A pic can he 
held over for twice normal playing 
tine at a key neighborhood thea- 
tre, without the distrib fretting 
over a bottleneck jamming up the 
release of other entries. 

Tying in prominently, also, is 
the merchandising of Hollywood's 
turnout Clearly, the ad-pub de- 

| partment of a major outfit can do 
a more thorough job on ballying, 
say, one new pic every two wecks 


than an average of 1'% pix in that 
same time span 
More Intense Bally 
“The added screen values and 
‘he more intense promotion cam- 


paigns for each film should en- 
able us to get those tanger runs,” 
according to another spokesman 

In line with this, a policy-mak- 
ing rep at one major distrib out- 
fit said that his company would ac- 
cept a scaled-down percentage of 
the theatre gross if the tail-end of 
an extended run brought such a 
drop in business that the exhib 
would be hurt 

How do theatremen stand to 
profit or lose if the longer-run 
move reaches trend proportions? 


Some distrib-ites believe that 
still further reductions in the num- 
ber of theatre outlets will result. 
They say that the aim, in effect, 
is to reach the full audience po- 
tential via playdating in fewer 
theatres, that, consequently, those 
houses which now are weak rev- 
enue producers must be ruled out 
of this projected system of the 
future 

Unloaded were queries re. the 
“B” pix of the future. Regardless 
of production budgets, features 
will be secondary choices in the 
boxoffice sweepstakes. These obvi 
ously will not merit extending 
playing time in theatres, but how 
they'll fit into the marketing pat- 
tern which now is. being blue- 


) printed is anybody 5 ZUESS. 
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* These trade showings will be held July 29th 
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THESE THREE IMPORTANT PICTURES 
ARE JUST A SAMPLE OF MANY OTHERS, INCLUDING 


THE WAR 
OF THE WORLDS 


Technicolor. Panoramic screen, 
stereophonic sound 


THOSE REDHEADS 
FROM SEATTLE 


3-D, Technicolor. Rhonda Fleming, Gene 
Barry, Agnes Moorehead, Teresa Brewer, 
Guy Mitchell, The Bell Sisters 


‘BOTANY BAY 


Technicolor. Alan Ladd, James Mason 


FOREVER FEMALE 
Ginger Rogers, William Holden, 
Paul Douglas 


HERE COME 
THE GIRLS 


Technicolor. Bob Hope, Arlene Dahl, 
Rosemary Clooney, Tony Martin 


FLIGHT TO 
TANGIERS 
3-D, Technicolor. Joan Fontaine, 
Jack Palance, Corinne Calvet 





ee 





ELEPHANT 
WALK 


Technicolor. Elizabeth Taylor, 


Dana Andrews 


RED GARTERS 


Technicolor. Panoramic screen, 
stereophonic sound. Rosemary Clooney, 


Jack Carson 


KNOCK ON WOOD 
Technicolor. Danny Kaye 


CEASE FIRE 


Hal Wallis’ 3-D production filmed on the 
Korean fighting front 


WHITE 
CHRISTMAS 


Bing Crosby, Donald O'Connor, 
Rosemary Clooney, Vera-Ellen 


THE NAKED 
JUNGLE 
Technicolor. Charlton Heston, 
Eleanor Parker 
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TIES, AN ALL-DAY PARAMOUNT TRADE SHOW 


We’ve got the big pictures you’ve demanded. Now it’s up 











to you to come and see them, even if you haven’t been to 
a trade show in years. Bring your family and friends with 
you to the Jubilee day of terrific attractions that are spread- 


ing boxoffice optimism throughout the entire industry! 


1» THE CADDY > MARTIN an LEWIS 


Released in SEPTEMBER 


_ LITTLE BOY LOST: BING CROSBY 


Released in OCTOBER 


_, WILLIAM WYLER’S "ROMAN HOLIDAY’ 


Released in SEPTEMBER 


— GREGORY PECK: AUDREY HEPBURN 


“PARAMOUNT IS RED HOT!” SAYS DICK WILLIAMS, IN 
LOS ANGELES MIRROR —and this is confirmed by showmen now 


doing sensational business with current Paramount hits like STALAG 17— 
SHANE-SCARED STIFF—HOUDINI-SANGAREE 





Dinca nintncetntnnntndncansstnenneneensen 
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i. the Jury 

The raw sex that is a prime fea- | 
ture of Spillane’s book characters | 
ihright on film than in) 
but still present by in- 


if tO! 


] 
the tome 


cripting is as wordy as | 
» play, but his direction | 
tes somewhat as he goes | 
susiness of telling how 
the killer of a 
some unsavory | 
doing so and then 
down the killer at the fi- | 
wale even though she’s a looker 
iid go for, and had, up to 
4 including the final scene. The | 
<tereo lensing by John Alton is} 
ed. and without obvious 3-D} 
ckes Deoth treatment and the 
any Waxman score are good as- 
ts for meller mood. 
Picture serves to introduce Biff 
Elliott as the sadistic Mike Ham- 
mer. a character with a big chip 
on his shoulder. Elliott does okay 
bv the assignment, although seem- 
invly a bit less mature than read- 
ers may picture the book private 
eve. Peggie Castle, a psychiatrist, 


} traces 
incovel 


‘ Anlie 


‘Pd > ee 


is the chief sex lure and heavy 
of the piece, being excellent on 
both counts Preston Foster is 
competent as the police captain 
Margaret Sheridan shows up in 
firstrate style as Hammer's secre- 


tary Alan Reed is the effete art 
collector-criminal. 

Casting uses other types good 
for the characters to be presented, 
and they include Tani and Dran 
Seitz as amorous twins: Mary An- 
derson, a mixed-up dance hostess; 
Frances Osborne, Robert Cunning- 
ham, Elisha Cook, Jr., and Paul 
Duboy Brog. 





The Kid From Left Field 


Good family pic with strong 

juve slant for companion fea- 

ture bookings. 

20th-Fox 
production 
croft; 
Bridges, 
Hopkins 
Jones 


Harry 


release of Leonard Goldstein 
Stars Dan Dailey, Anne Ban 
features Rilly Chapin, Liovd 
Rey Collins, Richard Egan, Bob 
Alex Gerry. Directed by Harmon 
Screenplay, Jack Sher; camera, 
Jackson; editor, William Reynolds; 


music, Lianel Newman. Previewed in 
N.Y., July 20, 53. Running time, 60 MINS. 
Larry “Pop” Cooper...... Dan Dalley 
Marian (ita ceesanes Anne Bancroft 
3 | MERE PETITES TTT Billy Chapin 
Pete Haines ...00. cecsccecs Lioyd Bridges 
WHAGHOP ..cseccecesnceces Ray Collins 
BDitiy Levant ..sscéccvceess Richard Evan 
WobO NOOBAR wccccccccvene Bob Hopkins 
o. KR. JORNGOM, .cccccsevees Alex Gerry 
MOORS... 55-666406600d O00 88 Walter Sande 
RORPUDE 6.6 6068046408 CbO8 Fess Parker 
BORD . ss tecvenveesesssen George Phelps 
TURNUNE: . sea vbeeeeataaass John Gallaudet 
LMPHOR. «260s vepeeetesdoe Paul Salata 


Hank Dreiser 
Jim Cary 
Jimmy 
John Grant 
Craig 
Riordan ° 
Huaechy Harrison 
Bermudez ; 
Herman 


John Berardino 
Gene Thompson 
Malcolm Cassell 
Ike Jones 

Ron Hargrave 

. John Goddard 
' John McKee 
Claude Olin Wurman 





Sammy Org 
MOG. bc picsevneedewnses Robert Winans 
Truant Officer ....cceses Jonathon Hole 
Ticket Taker ...cccscccsseses John Call 


Spectator 


Al Green 
Yankee Players 


George Garner, 
Rush Williams 
Leo Cieary 


Yankee Manager 


bo eee John “Beans” Reardon 
Proprietor ....... ‘ . James Griffith 
BOOGE 2s. vagetéases James F. Stone 
Newsboy Richard Shackelton 


Announcers . Larry Thor, Robert Kelly. 
Mark Scott 

Ruth Warren 
Camillo Guercio 
Kine Donovan 
Katherine Givney 
° ... Ken Christy, Charles 
Tannen, Anthony De Mario 


Once past the introductory phase. 
which tends to drag, “The Kid 
From Left Field” hits a nice stride 
that’s comfortably paced for the 


Welfare Worker .. 
Principal 
Bartender 
Judge 
Fans 





Film Reviews | 


________§— (Continued from page 6 


| film 


| adequate. 











ghosting his son’s moves, has the | 


boy promised to secrecy because of 


his feeling that he’s a has-been. | 


Windup, however, has juve teiling 
all, with Dailey calling the plays at 


| pic’s fadeout. Basehall sequences, 
| especially 
| some tight spots; provide some ex- 


when team gets into 


citement. Bridges and Miss Ban- 


| croft are teamed in some light 10- 
| mantic bits. Richard Egan has the 


only predominant heavy role, as 


| the manager replaced by the boy. 


Cast does a generally satisfactory 
job. 

Harmon Jones’ direction, except 
in the opening sequences, keeps 
moving at a pleasant galt 
Technical aspects of the film are 
Jess. 


The All-American 





Rah-rah footbali feature, with 
Tony Curtis, Lori Nelson; en- 
tertaining offering for regular 
bookings. 


Hollywood, July 21. 


release of Aaron Rosenberg 
production. Stars Tony Curtis, Lori Nel- 
son; features Richard Long, Mamie Van 
Doren, Gregg Palmer, Paul Cavanagh 
Barney Phillips 
Screenplay, D. D. Beauchamp; adaptation, 
Robert Yale Libott; based on story by 
Leonard Freeman; camera, Maury Gerts 
man; editor, Edward Curtiss. Previewed 
July 17, '53. Running time, 82 MINS. 

Nick Bonelli .. . Tony Curtis 
Sharon Wallace Lori Nelson 


Universal 


Howard Carter .....+.+. Richard Long 
Susie Ward . Mamie Van Doren 
Hunt Cameron ........+. Gregg Palmer 


Professor Banning 
Clipper 
Whizzer ‘ 
Pree 
Tate Hardy 


enaetes Paul Cavanagh 
Barney Phillips 
Jimmy Hunt 


Stuart Whitman 


Colton 


TeETTETTL iT Douglas Kennedy 
David Carter ........+. Donald Randolph 
CED. kasd vcbedecquces Herman Hickmafi 
Stan Pomeroy .....+..;:. Frank Gifford 


Tom Harmon 


Léedceeress, ROM BeDEON 
Dartmore Quarterback . 


Jim Sears 
Fimer Willhoite 
Donn Moomaw 


Kenton 
Jones 


This rah-rah football feature, 
with Tony Curtis as a star quarter- 
back, is an entertaining offering 
for the regular situation booking 
Universal product. While no great 
classic of the gridiron in the han- 
dling of the subject or in the act- 
ing, it is plenty of fun fur gen- 
eral audiences, 

Story setup is likeable, even 
though every turn of events is 
forecast well in advance. In Merri- 
well fashion, Curtis plays the self- 
confident hero, who is a whizz on 
the gridiron and just as flashy off 
in his “sharp” clothes and long 
haircut. 

His parents are killed in a bus 
accident while enroute to see 
boy play on the day he had been 
announced as an All American 
quarterback. He gives up school 
for a spell then later accepts a 
scholarship as a smaller, more ex- 
chusive college, eventually takes 
up football again, gets in difficu- 
ies with the rich snobs, is kicked 
out on the day of the big game and 
then re-instated in time to win in 
the final quarter. 

There is plenty of football know- 
how connected with the picture. 
but the record books and rules of 
procedure are thrown out in favor 
of screening and easily-followed 
and entertaining mixture of form- 
ula film pigskin hokum. Since 
there are no pretentious efforts to- 
wards epic classification, what 
comes off is perfectly acceptable, 
even though Sunday-morning quar- 
terbacks may chide 1933 U.S.C. 
All-American Aaron Rosenberg, 
the producer, and 1927 U.S.C. All- 
American Jesse Hibbs, director. 





family trade. Pic mixes baseball 
with some human interest touches 
for generally pleasing results. It's 
a good companion feature entry. 


Marquee has Dan Dailey for the} 


on'y name draw. 

Pic has an offbeat angle in story 
line, which has a nine-vear-old kid 
as manager of a major league ball 
club. Yarn is plaved straight and 
not for laughs, as might be ex- 
pected. Moppet characterization is 
handled by Billy Chapin, who's a 
little hard to take during film's 
early stages, but gradually develops 
into a likeable personality. Dailey 
and costar Anne Bancroft don't 
have much to do, with major acting 
chore going to voung Chapin. 

Story has Chapin cast as the son 
of Dailey, an ex-big-leaguer rele- 
gated to selling peanuts ima ball 
park. The kid gets a job as bat boy 


with the team that uses the park 
for its home games. He gets 


friendly with plaver Llovd Bridges 
and makes some suggestions as to 
how latter can get out of a batting 
stump. The boy's pointers pav off, 
with the rest of the team eventu- 
ally coming to him for tips. Youth's 
coaching results in the team mov- 
ing up the ladder from cellar posi- 
tion to first place. 

Ray Collins, owner of the 
is informed that the kid has 
responsible for the team's rapid 
rise and puts him into the man- 
agerial position. Dailey, who's been 


club. 
been 


However, in the interests of film- 
fare, they both deliver excellentiy. 

Lori Nelson costars as a coed 
who gets Curtis back on the grid- 
iron and straightened out mental- 
ly. She plays the part appealingly. 
| A different kind of appeal was 
meant in the casting of Mamie Van 
Doren. blonde charmer who lures 
the players to an off-limits beer 
joint and gets them in trouble. 
She's up to the role’s demands. Paul 
Cavanagh pieases as an under- 
standing professor. Herman Hick- 
man, who deserted the coach's 
bench at Yale for professional act- 
ing, plays a coach, naturally. Rich- 
lard Long, rich snob, Gregg Palmer, 





| Barney Phillips and the others are | 


okay. 
| Technical lineup on the picture 


iis good, including Maury Gerts- 
|man's lensing, the editing and 
other factors. srog. 





Rep Guns 3 in Aug. 


Hollywood, July 21. 

Republie studio, with only one 
picture currently in work, will step 
;up its production activity in August 
with three starters. 

First of the group is “Jubilee 
Trail.” slated for Aug 3, followed 
by “Hell's Half Acre,” Aug 10, and 





“Red River Shore.” Aug. 29. 
“Geraldine,” a holdover, is still 
shooting, 


Directed by Jesse Hibbs. | 


the | 


| Dangerous Crossing 





Okay suspense meller about 
shipboard intrigue, with 
Jeanne Crain. For general 
bookings, 


RKO release of Robert Bassler produc- 
tion. Stars Jeanne Crain, Michael Rennie; 
features Casey Adams, Carl Betz, Mary 
Anderson, Marjorie Hoshelle, Willis, 
Bouchey, Yvonne Peattie. Directed by 
Joseph H. Newman. Screenplay, Leo 
Townsend, based on story by John Dick- | 
son Carr; camera, Joseph La Shelle; edi- 
tor, William H. Reynolds; music, Lionel 
Newman. Previewed N.Y., July 16, °53. 
Running time 75 MINS. 


Ruth Bowmae ... ceccese Jeanne Crain 
Dr. Paul Manning ........ Michael Rennie 
Sim LOGAM «..s- ceveseease ve Casey Adams 
John Bowman ...ccccesess Carl Betz | 


Aina Quinn 
Kay Prentiss 


Mary Anderson 
Marjorie Hoshelle 





Cant. Peteee scccaneacs Willis Bouchey | 
Miss BridgeS®§ ...seue. Yvonne Peattie 
Foreign Man Karl Ludwig Lindt | 
PUPSOr «cs ceesascesceste Gayne Whitman 
StewardS .cccoccccceses Anthony Jochim, 
Charles Tannen 
Shim PUGS ccsvedcodence Stanley Andrews 
Ship Off1C@P ..ccccecse William Tannen | 
Operator ..ccccccscoses Adrienne Marden 
Attendamt scvcccccctec Harry Carter 


Skillful direction by Joseph H. | 
Newman, eerie music by Lionel | 
Newman and adroit photography 
by Joseph La Shelle combine to 
conceal the one-dimensional act- | 
|ing in this suspense meller. How- | 
ever, the shipboard locale and | 
Jeanne Crain as marquee bait 
strengthen its chances for adequate 
grosses in general situations. 

Original story by whodunit 
writer John Dickson Carr is a re- | 
\vamp of the old vanishing-room 
plot, which was the basis of the 
fairly recent Jean Simmons’ 
starrer, “So Long At The Fair,” 
which in turned was derived from 
Alexander Woolcott’s re-spinning 
of an old legend. Instead of having 
a room in an inn vanish, however, | 
screenwriter Leo Townsend has | 
added a slight twist—a newlywed | 
couple go aboard a ship for a) 
honeymoon voyage and the bride- 
groom does the vanishing act. The 
bride falls for the ship’s doctor | 
and he helps her discover that her 
spouse is merely trying to drive 
her batty so that no suspicion will 
be considered when he shoves her 
overboard. 


Miss Crain, as the bride, though 
quite sexy in several scenes, turns 
in a performance that is shrill, on 
one key. Michael Rennie, as the 
understanding medico, is hand- 
somely presentable, except when 
spouting psychiatric jargon about 
| ‘the father image.” Carl Betz as 
| the larcenous husband with a yen 
| for quick cash, is just adequate, as 
| are the other performers. 

Robert Bassler has provided ex- 
| cellent production values, and the 
| camera effects—especially shadowy 
figures shown crawling through the 
deck mists—are topgrade. In view | 
|of the several extraneous scenes 
| only repeating the theme of the 
| bride's hysteria, William H. Rey- 











|nolds could have edited the 75 | 
ijminutes of footage down more 
| sharply. Rask. | 


Cruisin’ Down the River. 





comedy in color with good 
song names. For regular com- 
panion feature bookings. 





Hollywood, July 21. | 


Columbia release of Jonie Taps produc- 
tion. Stars Dick Haymes, Audrey Totter, 
Billy Daniels; features Cecil Kellaway. 
Connie Russell, Bell Sisters. Directed by 
Richard Quine, Story and screenplay, 
Blake Edwards, Quine; camera (Techni- 
color), Charles Lawton, Jr.; editor, Jerome 
Thoms: musical director, George Dunning; 











Columbia has another of its 
program musical comedies in| 
“Cruisin? Down the River,” a lit- 
tle songfest that proves to be 
fairly entertaining most of the 
time, and which will serve okay 
as general twin-bill entry. Ten 
songs, good vocal talents of such 
names as Dick Haymes, Billy Dan- 
iels, Connie Russell and the Bell 
|Sisters, Technicolor and some 
;hokum comedy are mixed for av- 
erage program results. 

Richard Quine directed the 

Jonie Taps production, as well as 

story and screenplay 











writing the 
| With Blake Edwards. Best parts of 
the offering are tune stints by! 
Daniels on “Sing You Sinners” | 
and “I Never Knew,” Haymes on 
“Pennies From Heaven,” “There 
Goes That Song Again” and “Swing! 
Low Sweet Chariot.” and Miss | 
Russell doing “My Honey Man”, 
and “Has Your Mother Any More | 
Like You,” with Haymes assisting 
on the latter. The young Bell Sis- 
ters, from the record field, get | 
passable results from ‘Father, 
; Dear Father’ and “More to Be 


| Phipps. 


Pitied Than Censured.” The title 
number is done by the cast. — 
Plot has Haymes, N. Y. nitery 


singer, inheriting an old southern 
iriver boat from his grandpappy, 


plus the old man’s long-lived feud 


with Cecil Kellaway. Seems that a 
‘couple generations before, Haymes 


grandsire, a river gambler, had 
won the boat as well as the skip- 
per’s girl, giving birth to the en- 
during feud. With the aid of 
Audrey Totter, who doesn’t go 
along with grandpappy Kellaway’s 


fight. Haymes turns the boat into 


a floating nightclub and is able 

to pay off the mortgage. 
Haymes, Miss Russell and John- 

ny Downs appear in the prolog es- 


tablishing the feud, with Haymes | 


then taking over as the grandson 


of the gambler while Kellaway be- | 


comes Downs as an old man. With 
an Alabama setting along the Chat- 
tahoochee River, there is a ridicu- 
lous variety of southern accents 
flung about for chuckles. Douglas 
Fowley carries through both pro- 
log and the modern part of the 


| story and is humorous in his aged 
jrole. Benny Payne, Daniels’ pian- 


ist, makes his presence count in 
the musical portions. 

Use of color and the good lens- 
ing by Charles Lawton, Jr., puts 


|a furbish on the presentation that 
|is a grade above the unpretentious 


story values. George Dunning’s 
musical direction serves the tune 
intents well. Brog. 


Fort Algiers 
(ONE SONG) 


Average Foreign Legion ac- 
tioner for nabe bookings. 


Artists release of Joseph N. 
Ermolieff roduction. Stars Yvonne De 
Carlo, Carlos Thompson; features Ray- 
mond Burr, Anthony Caruso, Sandra 
Gale, Leif Erickson, John Dehner, Bill 
Directed by Lesley Selander. 
Screenplay, Theodore St. John; based on 
story by Frederick Stephani; camera, 
John Seitz; musical director, Michel 
Michelet; song (‘I'll Follow You’) by 
Michelet (music) and Miss De Carlo 
lyrics); orchestra conductor, Raoul 
Kraushaar. Previewed in N.Y., July 15, ’53. 
Running time, 78 MINS, 


United 






WOME 6:04i46000 40000008 Yvonne De Carlo 
SAAS 2 60s684— Carlos Thompson 
ee Raymond Burr 
Kalmani ° ° Leif Erickson 
Chavez errr . Anthony Caruso 
PERSGR COU cesdcdeccesecis John Dehner 
Dn ceoddseebeewees tees Robert Boon 
WE. 68.8 54.56 8080640006 Henry Corden 
EO rrr ry Te rrr Te TT ree Joe Kirk 
ER, GHOUSNOD cecdccdsesesccese Bill Phipps 
ED bop 0.6.50:06600666 6085-00 Sandra Gale 

“Fort Algiers,’ which should 
please the adventure fans, is an 


okay bet for nabe house bookings. 
Pic is a formula entry motivating 
arouna the French Foreign Le- 


igion’s quelling of an Arab upris- 


ing. 
tion 


In addition to the normal ac- 
dosage resulting from Arab 


| attacks on French installations and 


a hand-to-hand battle between 
villain and hero, Yvonne De Carlo 
is on hand to add her charms as 
a French secret agent. 

Miss De Carlo, in the guise of 
a nitery chanteuse, gives Raymond 
Burr, Arab chieftain plotting an 
attack on the French, the come-on 


r in order to get inside dope on his 
(MUSICAL—COLOR) | plans. She’s invited out to his 
Fairly entertaining musical palace where she digs up vital 


info and relays it to her superiors. 
Her true role is discovered but 
she’s rescued from Burr’s clutches 
by her lover (Carlos Thompson), 
a Legionnaire turned agent. Wind- 
up has Arabs and French in a 
fairly exciting clash, with the lat- 
ter coming out on top. 

Miss De Carlo makes a pretty 
enticing agent. As a bistro song- 
stress she does an adequate job on 
the one tune rendered. The lyr- 


‘horeography, Lee Scott. Previewed July! ; . “ay 
9. 33. Running time. 79 MINS. ; ICs for the number I'll Follow 
Beauregard Clemment ..... Dick Haymes | YOu,” incidentally, were penned 
Sally WM ag sc tandan esis Audrey pees | by her. Thompson fills the bill as 
illiam Scheaeb an illy aniels » Er eee r 
Thadius Jackson ........ Cecil Kellaway | an ex-French Army Officer, who 
Melissa Curry .......0.0. Connie Russell | JOins the Legion after being un- 
Humphrey Hepburn ..... Doulas Fowley justly court-martialed. However 
SVG DIRBOE occ cccsvcceses varry Blake | ie meal . “ns 
CORRE THRE 606 0ecceesese Johnny Downs | he’s reinstated with a promotion 
Seams Peer err rer ee Benny Payne! at pic’s closeout. Burr gives a 
Ol Sisters .ccccvcccccccec: Themselves | stoc ° , thi j ‘ick. 
SMOrifE .. .cervcccceccccvces Dick Crockett ts . agp ene 7 = Leif Erick 
ee WOU cc coesevceseves Byron Foulger | * n does a good job as a likeable 
Specialty Dancer ......0..0+0. Erze Ivan | sergeant. 


Joseph N. Ermolieff’s production 
and Lesley Selander’s direction fit 
the film's needs. ess. 





Ghost Ship 
(BRITISH) 





Routine meller for program- 
mer dates. 





Hollywood, July 17. 

Lippert Pictures release of ABTCON 
Pictures (Vernon § Sewell) production. 
Written and directed by Sewell. Stars 
Hazel Court, Dermot Walsh; features 
Hugh Burden. John Robinson, Joss Am- 
bler, Joan Carol. Hugh Latimer, Mignon 
O'Doherty. Added dialog, Philip Thorn- 
ton; camera, Stanley Grant: editor. Fran- 
cis Bieber; music, Eric Spear. Previewed 


rd 16, 53. Running time. 69 MINS. 
yuy 





S00 GS6C CEO EN BeOS SES Dermot Walsh 
DEES 6 6 se ctesdsatesdcees Haze! Court 
ts WEOONS 1esebiceveneess Hugh Burden 

| Mansel “TTurtTr TTT . John Robinson 
pi errr rere Joss Ambler 
Mrs. Martineau .......sece0: foan Carol 
Peter 650-0500 006580668 . Hugh Latimer 
Mrs. Manley . Mignon O'Doherty 
Coroner 


. Laidman Browne 
. Meadows White 
Pat McGrath 
Josh Ackland 
John King Kelly 


Yard Surveyor .. 

DE ceirdreahubeieterbeuseu 
Pe -caveouer 
Sid 


This is a routine British-made 
melodrama suitable for regular 


programmer bookings where 9 
supporting feature is necessary to 
round out a bill. Plot basis is 
promising, but there’s a lot of talk 
and waste motion before it goes 
into the suspense aspects. Trim- 
ming would help the first half and 
additionally, would make the run- 
ning time more suitable for the 
film’s lowercase designation. 
Dermot Walsh and Hazel Court 
portray a Canadian couple in Eng. 
land who buy a steam yacht that is 
haunted. They refuse to believe 
| the story of spooks but are finally 
| convinced and call in a medium to 
lay the ghost, It turns out the 
|former owner murdered his wife 
,and lover and stowed their bodies 
in an unused water tank 
the craft. With the laying of the 
ghost, the Canadian couple find 
the ship is a trim craft, purchased 
at a bargain and happily sail away, 
Playing generally is good, the 
unfamiliar faces of the cast help- 
ing to keep the characters from 
appearing as types. Outside of 
dawdling too much over the first 
half of the footage, Vernon 
Sewell’s production, direction and 
writing serve their respective pur- 
poses adequately. Philip Thorn- 
ton contributed added dialog. Stan- 
ley Grant the lensing and Erie 
Spear the score, all aeceptable. 
Brog. 





aboard 


The Square Ring 
(BRITISH) 


British fight pie may do for 
U. S. dualers; lack of names 
known to Americans a handi- 
cap. 


London, July 14. 

GFD release of Ealing Studios (Michael 
Balcon) production. Stars Jack Warne Te 
Robert Beatty, Maxwell Joan Col- 
lins, Kay Kendall, O'Farrell, 
Directed by Michael Relph and Basil 
Dearden. Screenplay, Robert Westerby; 
camera, Otto Heller; editor, Peter Bezen- 
cenet; music, Dock Matrieson. At Gau- 
mont, London, July 13, ’53. Running time, 


Reed, 
Bernadette 








83 MINS. 

SONS WOMOM 05.6605 066050 Jack Warner 
mee Curtiag nics TevirrtrT Robert Beatty 
Happy MEE 4-b650:948.0646 ca Bill Owen 
Rick eae Maxwell Reed 
Whitey Johnson .......... George Rose 
Rowdie Hawlings ........... Bill Travers 
Frank Forbes ...... -... Alfie Bass 
Eddie Lloyd Ronald Lewis 
Adams ....... . Sidney James 
PO 0.640: 0009640006408 Joan Collins 
Eve able 686000000068 4445 005:5 Kay Kendall 
Peg Curtis , . Bernadette O’Farrell 
BN: SHOWED 0 6'g-b005 0% 605535 Eddie Byrne 
Joe 13 4d60000606 6wesneee's --.. Vie Wise 
WOPPOR 6sisissscccccss Michael Golden 
NN 45a0kk Veber eae kakaneca Joan Sims 


Departing from the slick Ealing 
formula, “The Square Ring” is an 
authentic backstage prizefight mel- 
ler, with action, suspense and good 
humor. The marquee strength, 
strong for the home trade, is barely 
adequate for overseas markets, but 
the picture is sufficiently virile 
perhaps to justify spotting on some 
dual bills. 

Apart from a few sequences in 
the ring, most of the story is un- 
spooled in the dressing room of a 
smalltown boxing arena. A varied 
lot of contestants are shown. There 
is the one-time champ, who hopes 
to regain his wife by fighting his 
way back to the top; the boxer, 
who is forced by his manager to 
fake a defeat; the happy-go-lucky 
type, who cannot help bragging 
that his nose has remained intact; 
the novice, who decides to quit 
after his first bout and the punch- 
drunk fighter whose license is 
suspended after a victory. 

_ The script is held within strict 
limits, and there is no extraneous 
matter left in the pic. There are 
obvious touches of sentiment but 
they segue naturally into the basic 
plot. The backstage drama is com- 
pactly maintained and the ringside 
incident has an authentic look. 
This is mainly due to the allround 
reliable performances of an ex- 
erienced cast headed by Jack 
farner as a sedate trainer, and 
Robert Beatty, Bill Owen, Max- 
well Reed, George Rose and Bill 
Travers as the principal contest- 
ants. The slight femme interest is 
adequately done by Joan Collins, 
Kay Kendall and_ Bernadette 
O'Farrell. Myro. 


ALTEC EXPANSION SET 
DUE TO 3-D ACTIVITY 


Current 3-D and widescreen ac- 
tivity has cued plans for an ex- 
pansion of Altec Service Corp., 
E. O. Wilschke, operating manag- 
er, said in N. Y. Monday (20). He 
indicated that this may take the 
form of new branches and added 
personnel. 

Series of conferences between 
Altec’s homeoffice execs and divi- 
sion managers from the field is 
now under way in N. Y. and will 
be followed up by regional pow- 
* ows. Wilschke said that Altec 
had run the technical end of the 
CinemaScope demonstrations s@ 
far, but 20th-Fox had not yet made 
available any CinemaScope lenses 
for regular theatre installations. 
| He said he thought they'd be com- 
jing along in mid-August. 
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deserves 
another - 


Note! 

“BAND 
WAGON” 
continues 
record- ° 
breaking 
run at 


Music 
Hall, N.Y. 


















The Bad and Beautiful Girl has done it 


again ina racy, deluxe musical of romantic 


Rio and its gay life! 


oe 


M-G-M presents In Color by Technicolor "LATIN LOVERS’ > Starring Lana Turner 
Ricardo Montalban+ John Lund + Louis Calhern- with Jean Hagen+ Eduard Franz+ Screen 
Play by Isobel Lennart + Music by Nicholas Brodszky + Lyrics by Leo Robin + Dances 
Staged by Frank Veloz + Directed by Mervyn LeRoy + Produced by Joe Pasternale 


ner 
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: Clips From Film Row 
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NEW YORK 


+ 20,000 Fathoms” campaign, rushed | 


| ‘Return to Paradise, 
Aspen pic publicist.| ballyhoo pic. Philadelphia preem 


| day 


0) ( 

oa » Luther’ set for national 
ei¢ ¢ sC Ih I. ! 
; Donald Pietures acquired! 
1 ution rights to “So Lit- 
tle Deal for the Marius 
Gi i Schell starrer was 
j th Associated  British- 
ie of the Universal 
oldic Counsellor-at-Law,” preems 
at t frans-Lux 72d St. Theatre 
r | 238). The late John 
BR 0 tarred. 

( 1 Knox, prez and produc- 
tir rhe Princeton Film 
( off to the Coast for 
t of new TV film 
t ques 

P. Beck, eastern rep for 
A n Productions, off to Chicago 
for opening of “Return to Para- 
dis fell join Mark Robson, di- | 
rector of the film, there. 

CHICAGO 

" Duckworth, manager of 
B& | rheatre in Evanston, 
r ned to go into real estate. Lee 
I another B&K long-timer 

i Goldman may have to 
undergo operation — at Michael 
Reese ilo pital and will have to 
forev’o trip to Banff until recovery. 
Sid Rose is pinchhitting at UA. 

Ralph Lawler opening new 
ozoner in Kankakee, IL, making 
three fe his cireuit. 

Ped Loc! 
here to handle world preem of 
“Return to Paradise” opening at 
State-Likce Thursday (23). 

Viore than 200 employees turned 
out for B&K’'s annual outing last 
weck at Nordic Hills Country Club, 
with \! Borde, who won the| 
Varicty Club tourney, copping golf 
honors. Harvey Shapiro, Terminal 
moanager on the Blind Bogey. 

Darb Theatre. Manteno, Hl, of | 
Anderson circuit, shuttered Sun-| 
day 9). 


Dave Wallerstein appointed area 





a i in i il 


back by WB, after only two days in 


Kochemont Associates’| yy.” to beat bally “Charge of 


Feather River.” 

George Jessel, former 20th-Fox 
executive producer, here as one of 
stars of Aquatennial stageshow. 

Playing first-run, ‘‘Moulin Rouge” 
broke house record at Alexandria, 
Minn., ozoner. 

Lyric here had Swansdown Flour 
tieup for “Lady Wants Mink” be- 
cause of Eve Arden’s cast presence 
giving free sacks to first 50 women 
attending opening day. 

Gene McCarthy, formerly of Na- 
tional Theatre Supply Staff 
succeeded Al Bloom as manage! 
of 7-Hi outdoor theatre here. Lat- 
ter resigned to take a tradepaper 
position. 


PHILADELPHIA 


Howard Dietz, ad-publicity vee- 
pee for Metro, and writer-producer 
Arthur Schwartz here last Wednes- 
and Thursday in connection 
with “Band Wagon.” The pair made 
several radio and TV appearances 
and attended special screening fol- 


" 
Sales 


lowed by cocktail party at War- 
wick Hotel. 

Joseph Singer elected com- 
mander of Variety Post 713, Ameri- 
can Legion; succeeds Jack H. 
Harris. 


Starlight Drive-In at Quakertown 
scheduled to open in 
Claude Schlanger books it. 

Mark Robson, director 


set for Aug. 5 at the Midtown. 


PITTSBURGH 


Jack Kalmenson, manager of WB 
exchange here, being transferred 
to Milwaukee branch in like capac- 
ity. Jerry Wechsler, one-time Pitt 
salesman, comes back from Cleve- 
land to take over local spot. In 
Milwaukee, Kalmenson- replaces 
Bobby Dunbar, also former local 
salesman for WB, who was upped 
to district managership. 

Bernie Hickey, manager of Shea's 


| Fulton, and John Walsh, associate 


chairman for film industry) on] 
Korea Relief Fund Campaign. 

George Busch, Jr., son of RKO! 
head bookcr, promoted to captain 
in Air Force 

LOS ANGELES 

David E. tSkip) Weshner signed 
with Allan Dowiing Productions as 
national sales rep for recently-com- 
pleted “Donovan's” Brain,” with | 


headquarte in N.Y. 

Steve Broidy closed deal for Al- 
lied Artists to distribute 
fer,” a Three Fellows production, 
costarring Ida Lupino and Howard 
Duff 

King Bros. closed deal for RKO 
distribution of their made-in-Ger- 
many film, “The Carnival Story,” 
and agreed to spend $100,000 on 
special bally stunts, including iim- 
portation of Saul Solomon, high 
diving champ, who performs in 
film. 

August will be 
Wagon” month 
changes and salesmen, with a goal 
of 400 bookings for “Band Wagon” 
during that period. 


“Get on 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Metro contract actor Dick Sim- 
mons in from Hollywood, visiting 
his parents. 


quent-run initial date, did so well 
at indie nabe Campus at upped 85c 
scale that 1t was held a 
week. 
Cities 


subsequent-run nabes 


“Jenni- | 


Band | 
for Metro's ex-| 


manager, won first prize in James- 
town Amus. Co, 
Hits’’ campaign. Award 
basis of increased attendance over 
1952. 

Ted Grance, operator of eight 
ozoners, mostly in this area, opened 
his ninth, the Starlite Drive-In at 
Quakertown, near Philadelphia. 

Keith Theatre in Burgettstown 
folded and will be dismantled to 
make way for furniture store. Mary 
Ann Theatre is now Burgettstown’'s 
sole film heuse,. 

Jake Silverman, pioneer exhib 
now running the Blair in Hollidays- 
burg, and his brother, Ike, building 
drive-in south of Washington, 


SEATTLE 

Zollie Volchck resigned as city 
manager for Sterling Theatres to 
join Jack Engerman, former pub- 
licity manager of Sterling, in form- 
ing Northwest Releasing Corp., 
formerly Lippert Pictures of the 
Northwest. New exchange repre- 
sents Lippert in addition to other 


| producers, 


| Intermountain, 
/ manager John Danz's Sterling The- | 
atres 


Hall Baetz, former manager Fox 
named general 
Fred 


group. He succeeds 


J J | Danz, who is secretary of Sterling 
“Limelight” (UA), playing subse- | 


' 


| 


second | 


Theatres, Inc., and will continue 
in that post. 

Palomar Theatre (Sterling), 
which was slated for conversion to 


ae _ | bowling alley, remains as a thea- 
Later availibilities among Twin | 


and | 


suburban houses playing ‘Moulin | 


Rouge” at regular prices. 
Despite bad weather and distress 


among outlying ozoners, some ot | 


larger city drive-in theatres 
having their best season to date. 

Harvey Lembeck and Bob Strauss 
of “Stalag 17° play and film cast 


Exploiteer Arthur Herzov, Jr.. 
ho staged effective “Beast From 








BROADWAY ANGELS, 
INC. 
Common Stock 
Price 50c a Share 


Consult your broker or write 
or phone for a prospectus to 


BROADWAY ANGELS, INC. 


29 W. 65th St., New York 23 
TRafalgar 4-1815 








ances for pic and press interviews. | 





are, 


here making TV and radio appear- | 


} 


tre, available for concerts, meet- 
ings, recitals, ete. 

Len Mantell joined Jerry Ross 
Booking Agency, the former Ed- 
ward J. Fisher agency. 

Edward D. Cruea, Allied Artists 
branch manager, upped biz in his 
district 200° over the recent 13- 
weeks national AA sales contest. 
This made him top man in the na- 
tion. 

Ed Bishop, old time 
change manager, now 
Bishop & Associates 


M-G ex- 
heads Ed 
collection 


firm, 
DALLAS 
Cc. B. (Toad) Leon moved his 


' Leon Theatres headquarters from 


, Stalled 3-D screens in 


‘ 


| ozoner 


Dallas to Abilene, Tex. 

Rowley United Theatres in- 
17 first-run 
Arkansas and 


Ezell & 


houses in Texas, 
Oklahoma, 

Claude Associates, 
chain operators, ordered 
CinemaScope = and 
sound equipment for 17 
drive-ins. 

Capitol, midtown landmark film 
house, will be sold by Leu Novy’s 


Texas 


Trans-Texas Theatres chain. Long- ! 


time filmer will be razed for new 
store space. 
Forrest Thompson, manager of 


two weeks. | 


{ 
of UA's 
in town to} 


“June Jubilee of; 
made on} 


stereophonic | 


|the Tower, downtown Interstate 
' Circuit filmer, named manager of 
ithe Majestic, chain's flagship 
| house here. He replaces Van Rob- 
'erts, resigned. 


building here about Aug. 1. ; 
New “magnavision” screens in- 
stalled in the Casa Linda, conven- 


tional surburban film house, also! . : follow- 

the Buckner Blyd. and Gariand | (™.0) Gow Cee 0,008 

Road ozoners, aie A eaggen 3.300: 55-85)— 
Charles Wise, veepee of Phil | Palace (RKO) (3,300; 


Isiey Theatres, bought the Grove, 
suburban film house. 
modeling, Wise will operate the 
filmer independently, with {oy 
Gothard as manager. 

Gem Theatre at Fort Worth ac- 


quired by Mr. and Mrs. A, 
Whicher, who remodeled the 
house, 

Civie Theatres closed the Gra- 


nada and Coronet 
Too much TV 
parks 


and amusement 


Virgil Campbell, Rex, Brighton, | 


Colo., manager, moved to Denver 
to manage Santa Fe, succeeding 
Henry Herzog, who becomes as- 


sistant at Gothic. Shelby Doty, 


formerly Fox Inter-Mountain 
Theatres assistant city manager 
Ogden, Utah, to manage Rex. 


Flovd Brethour quit as assistant 
booker at United Artists to accept 
similar position at Metro, 


Harry Ashton, booker in Atlas 
Theatres, returned to Golden, 
Colo., to manage the Golden, suc- 


ceeding Bud Traxler, who was 
named manager of the Paramount, 
Denver. 

Mel 


Madero, Kar-Vu_ drive-in 
manager, Brighton, Colo., made 
city manager for Atlas Theatres, 
| Salida, Colo., succeeding Warren 
Butler, resigned. Kenneth Elledge 
will manage the Kar-Vu. 


ferred exchanges, made salesman 
| at RKO, succeeding Stanley 
Strauss, killed in a recent auto ac- 
cident in New Mexico. 











| Venice Pix | 


—am==m Continued from page 3 quae 


“We're giving our merchandise 
away for nothing at these festi- 
vals,” one commented. “On top of 
that, we get hit over the head by 
some highbrow jury, which thinks 
this is a fine time to display exist- 
ing antagonisms against this coun- 
try.” 

Execs don’t make any bones 
about their feeling that, were it 
not for the prestige and the con- 
| siderable pressures being brought 
| to bear on them by foreign govern- 
|}ments to chip in, they'd have quit 
j the field long ago. In recent years, 
| politics, too, have entered the pic- 
ture, and the State Dept. on occa- 





sion, has urged the industry to 
enter films in international com- 
petitions. 


There is some doubt in N.Y. over 

the sincerity of the Italo committee 
in picking “Pickup” as one of the 
U.S. quartet at Venice, particulariy 
since among the 20th pix alone, 
they screened films like ‘Titanic,” 
“Tonight We Sing” and “Man on 
a Tightrope.” “Pickup,” a good 
| grosser in the U.S., puts the accent 
on violence, which is the main 
source of complaint about U.S. pix 
in the foreign market. 
| As explained by M-G execs in 
| N.Y., the Italians originally wanted 
| “The Bad and the Beautiful.” They 
; were informed that the film had 
already been shown at the Berlin 
| film fete, but that M-G was willing 
|to substitute “Caesar.” The selec- 
| tion committee remained adamant, 
{informed M-G reps that “Caesar” 
;}wasn't good enough, and_ that 
|they’d be willing to make an ex- 
;ception in the case of “Bad and 
Beautiful.” Because it may not be 
|able to dig up a special “Bad and 
Beautiful” print with Italian sub- 
‘titles, M-G is thinking of quitting 
the race altogether. 


DETROIT 


(Continued from page 13) 








“The Maze” (AA) (3d wk). Big 
$9,000. Last week, $11,060. 
| United Artists (UA) (1,938: 70- 


95)——"Lili” (M-G) and “Slight Case 
of Larceny” (M-G). Big $12,000. 
Last week, “Dangerous When Wet” 
(M-G), $8,000. 

Adams Balaban) 
$1.20;—"‘Story 3 
Fair $7,500. Last week, “I. Love 
Melvin” (M-G) and “Fast Com- 
pany” '(M-G), $7,000. 

Broadway Capitol (Korman) (3,- 
500; 70-95'—"Split Second” (RKO) 
(2d wk) and “Take Me to Town" 
‘L). Good $9.000. Last week, $14,- 
700. 


(1.700: 95- 
Loves” ‘t(M-G). 


Music Hall (Cinerama Prod.) 
1.236: $1.40-S2.80i\—"This Is Cin- | 


erama” 
j $28,000, 


Indie) (18th wk). Socko 
Last week, same, 


U-I will occupy a new exchange | 


After re-} 


both in Denver. | 


Mike Stewart, recently with Pre- | 


mm 














: Picture Grosses 











CLEVELAND 


(Continued from page 13) 


\“Mighty Joe Young” (RKO) and 
|“Isle of Dead’ (RKO) (reissues). 
Great $17,500. Last week, “All { 
| Desire” (U), $8,500. i 

State (Loew's (3,450; 55- — 
| «view Squad” ‘UA). Sock $18,000. 
|Last week, “Ride, Vaquero!” (M-G), 
$14,000. 

Stillman (Loew's) 





2.700; 55-85)— 


| “Ride Vaquero!” M-G) (‘m.o.). 
| Mild $6,000. Last week, “Dream 
| Wife” (M-G), same. 

Tower (Telemanagement (486; 
55-85)—"Pickup on South St 
(Col) (m.o.). Average $3,000. Last | 
|week, “City That Never Sleeps” | 
| (Rep) and “Woman Almost 


Lynched” (Rep), $4,000. 





‘Desire’ Sultry $7,000, 
Port.; ‘Let’s Do It’ 9G. 
Portland, Ore., July 21. 


Biz has gone into a slight slump, | 
with exhibs blaming et on the 
product. Nearly all first run houses 
have new fare but it doesn’t mean | 
much most places. “Let’s Do It 
Again” in two spots is only so-so. 
However, “All I Desire” looks nice 
at Broadway. “Lili,” which estab- | 
lished a longrun record at the 
little Guild last stanza, still is big 
in ninth week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) ‘1,890; 65-90) 
—‘All I Desire’ (U) and “Take 
Me To Town” (U). Fine $7,000. 
|Last week, “Francis Covers Big 
| Town” ‘U) and “Column South” 
1(U), same. 

Guild (Parker) (400; $1)—‘Lili” 
(M-G) (9th wk). Sturdy $2,500. Last 
week, $2,400, and a new longrun 
record for house. 

Liberty (Hamrick) (1,875; 65-90) 
“Story 3 Loves” (M-G). Nice $8,000. 
Last week, “Dream Wife’ ‘(M-G) | 
and “Code Two” (M-G) (2d wk), | 
$6,000. 

Mayfair (Evergreen) (1,500; 65-| 
90)—"‘White Witch Doctor” (20th) | 
and “Bandits of Corsica’ (UA) 
(m.o.). Oke $3,000. Last week, | 
“Shoot First’ (UA) and “Marshall's | 
Daughter” (UA), $2,900. | 

Oriental (Evergreen) (2,000: 65- 
90)—"“Let’s Do It Again” (Col) and 
“Glass Wall” (Col). Mild $2,500. 
Last week, “Houdini” (Par) and! 
“Girls Pleasure Island” (Par), $2,- | 
700. | 

Orpheum (Evergreen) (1.750: 65- 
90)—"‘Last Posse” (Col) and “Flame 
of Calcutta” (Col). Good $6,000 or 
less, Last week, “White Witch Doc- 
tor” (20th) and “Bandits Corsica” 
(UA) (2d wk), $5,400. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3.400: 
65-90) —"‘Let’s Do It Again” (Col) 
and “Glass Wall’ (Col). Okay 
$6,500. Last week, “Houdini” (Par) 
and “Girls Pleasure Island” (Par), 
$7,000. 











DENVER 


(Continued from page 13) 


“Second Chance” (RKO) and “Tar- 
zan and She-Devil” (RKO). Lusty 
$15,000 or close. Holds. Last week, 
“Sea Devils” (RKO) and “Below 
Sahara” (RKO), $7,500. 

Paramount (Wolfberg) ‘2,200; 50- | 
85)—“Great Sioux Uprising” (U) | 
and “In Society” (Indie). Stout | 
$13,000 or near. Last week, ¢‘Let’s | 
Do It Again” (Col! and “Franchise | 
Affair’ (Indie), $12,000. 

Tabor (Fox) (1,967; 50-85)—“City | 
That Never Sleeps” (Rep) and “In| 
Old California” (Rep). Fair $6,000. | 
Last week, “Gun Belt’ (UA) and 
“Neanderthal Man” (UA), $8,500. 

Valley Drive-In (Wolfberg) (1,000 
cars; 85)—"“Great Sioux Uprising” 
(U) and “In Society” (Indie). Trim 
$7,000. Last week, “Let's Do It 
Again” (Col) and “Franchise Af- 
fair” (Indie), $7,500. 








Sleeps” (Rep) and “Old California” 
(Rep). Fair $3,000. Last week, “Gun | 
Belt” (UA) and “Neanderthal Man” 
(UA), $3,500. 


PROVIDENCE 


‘Continued from page 12) 
, and “Along Came Jones” (U) (re- 





issue), $7,000. | 
Majestic (Fay) (2.200: 74-$1)—/! 
“Charge At Feather River” «WB) 


(2d wk). Nifty $11,000 after socko 
$18,000 in first session. 

State (Loew) (3.200; 44-65) —| 
“Farmer Takes Wife” (20th) and/| 
| “Seandal At Scourie” (M-G), Slow | 
$9,500. Last week, “Dream Wife’ | 
|(M-G) and “My Heart Goes Crazy” | 
1(M-G), $8.500. 
| Strand ‘Silverman 
—"‘Shane” ‘Par) (2d 
| week ended Sunday 
ismash $15,000. 








(2.200; 60-85) 
Wk! First 
(1%) was 


| Fair $4,500. 


|“Trader Horn” 
| quoia”’ 


'$1) -—— “Second Chance” 


; $4,500. 
| Woman” (WB) (2d wk), $4,800. 


Webber (Fox) (750; 50-85)—"City | | 


Despite Aqua’nial, Mpls. 
Fine; ‘Feather’ Rousing 
$12,000, ‘Chance’ Fat 10G 


Minneapolis, July 21. 
What with stiffest kind of op- 
position from the Aquatennial, lo- 
cal annual summer mardi gras, it’s 


| the toughest kind of sledding cur- 


rently for the showhouses But 
biz is holding up remarkably well 
thanks to two big 3-D pix. “Charge 
at Feather River” is standout with 
a great session at the State. The 
other, 3-D newcomer, ‘Second 
Chance,” looms brisk at Orpheum 
“Let’s Do It Again” is light at 
Radio City. 
Estimates for This Week 

Century (Par) (1,000; 65-85)— 
“White Witch Doctor” (20th) (m.o.). 
Last week, “Scandal 
at Scourie” (M-G) (2d wk), $3,500. 

Gopher (Berger) (1.025; 65-85)—~ 
(M-G) and “Se- 
(M-G) (reissues) (2d wk). 
Winding up profitable stay at $3,- 
000. Last week, $5,000. 

Lyric ‘Par) (1,000; 65-85)—‘'Fast 
Company” (M-G) and “Slight Case 
Larceny” (M-G). Fair $4,700. Lasf 


week, “Lady Wants Mink” ‘Rep) 
and “Ride Man Down” ‘Rep), 
$4,500. 


Radio City (Par) (4,000; 65-85)— 
“Let’s Do It Again” (Col). Dull 
$7,000. Last week, “White Witch 
Doctor” (20th), $11.000. 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 75- 

(RKO), 
Brisk $10,000. Last week, “All I 
Desire” (U), $7,000. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1.600; 40-76)— 
“Fort Apache” (RKO) and “Blood 
on Moon” (RKO) (reissues). So-so 
Last week, “South Sea 


State (Par) (2,300; 80-$1)— 
“Charge at Feather River” ‘WB). 
Fourth 3-D pic in succession at 
this house, but promises biggest 


| returns of foursome although hurt 


by Agquatennial. Great $12.000. 
Last week, ‘“Sangaree’ (Par), 
$10,000. 

World (Mann) (400; 55-$1.20)— 


“Glass Wall” (Col). Just a filler- 
in before “Lili” (M-G) which opens 
tomorrow (Wed.). Medium $2,500. 
Last week, “Justice Is Done” ‘In- 
die), $2,000. 


LOS ANGELES 
(Continued from page 12) 
tain Trail” (Rep) (Downtown only’, 

‘(9 days), $13,000. 





United Artists, Vogue ‘UATC- 
FWC) (2,100; 885; 70-$1.10)—‘‘Ja- 
maica Run” (Par) and “The Van- 
quished” (Par). Fair $10,000. Last 
week. with other units. 

Hillstreet, Pantages (RKO) (2.- 
752: 2.812: 60-$1.10)\—"South Sea 
Woman” (WB) and “Lost Posse” 
(Col) (2d wk). Mild $15,000. Last 


week, $26,800. 

Four Star, Rialto (UATC-Metro- 
politan) (900; 839: 80-$1.20)— 
“Moon Is Blue” (UA) (3d wk). 
aon $20,000. Last week, $21,- 


J . 

Wilshire (FWC) (2,296; 80-$1.50) 
—White Witch Doctor” (20th) ‘(3d 
wk). Modest $5,500. Last wee, 
$8,700. 

Fine Arts (FWC) (631; 80-$1.50) 
—"Sea Around Us” (RKO) (3d wk). 
Good $6.000. Last week, $6.800. 

Ritz (FWC) (1.370; 70-$1.10)— 
“All I Desire” (U) and “Crash of 
Silence” (U) (3d wk). Slow $3.- 
000. Last week, $3.300. 

Chinese (FWC) (2,048: $1-$1.80) 
—‘Shane” (Par) (7th wk). Hearty 
$20.000. Last week, $20,800. 

Hollywood (SW) (1,364: $1.20- 


$2.80)—"Cinerama” (Indie) (12th 
wk). Socko $36,000. Last week, 
$34.000. 

Globe (FWC) (782; 70-$1.10)— 
“Neanderthal Man" (UA) and 
“That Man From Tangier” (UA) 


(2d wk). Thin $2.500. 
with El Rey, $5,600. 


Last week, 





‘New York Theatres 


RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 


Rockefeller Cencer 
“THE BAND WAGON” 
FRED ASTAIRE - CYD CHARISSE 
Oscar Levent + Nanette Fabray + Jack Buchenen 


color by TECHNICOLOR » An M-G-M Picture 
ond SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION 
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You don’t have to be a Sherlock Holmes to discover what’s happening to 
your vanishing dollar! 


You'll get a clue from the Bureau of Labor Statistics report show- 
ing an increase of 90.87 in your cost of living, from 1939 to 1952... with 
FOOD, RENT, FUEL, HOUSE FURNISHINGS and APPAREL leading the 
chase . . . and another clue in the Exhibitors Digest findings that the cost 


of Theatre Equipment and Supplies has risen an average of 98.9% 
since 1940. 


You'd really need a magnifying glass . . . to discover the negligible 
increase, IF ANY .. . you’ve received from NSS during these same years 
of “‘disappearing dollars” . . . and that’s the case in point. 


Compare all your costs with the LOW COST, Service -With-A-Smile 
Policy of the Prize Baby! 


narionat.\ C227 SERVICE 


PRIZE BABY OF THE 1(AOUSTRY 
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Industrial Pix Designed For Cuffo 
TV Ride Now a $15,000,000 Biz 


Jushrooming into the 
{ a $15.000.000-a-year indus- 


? ‘ 
try currently is the production of | 
films designed especial- | 
| free promotion ride on! 
"| 
elepix—now called “edi- 
to remove the conno- 
il public reiations orig- 
posed to straight en- 
nt—are financed by co 
a cost of $2,000 to 
each, depending on their 
( fi propaganda 
ibtly suggested, rathe- 
‘ nered home with an 
Z pitch Thu TV 
run them for free €X- 
‘ cost of transporting the 
pris and they can be considered 
“public rvice sustaining pro 
} i 
kin thie educational-type 
11 ) h become a financial boon 
1 cr 40 medium and nall-sized 
vidfi packagers operating out of 
\ Iyvpical perhap of the en- 
is Babette J. Doniget 
prez ¢ Pelevision Snapshot ine 
v. } Since voing into the “edi- 
torial film biz last Sept 1. her 
firm's packayes have been distrib- 
uted to more than 100 stations 
“You have to be a specialist in 
t field.” she ivs. ‘The old-type 
industrial films tended to be tech- 
nical and broad in scale. A whole | 
indust might be portrayed with 
big machines at work and the 
plugs laid on heavy But we aim 
specifically with TV in mind now, | 
with intimate closeups and a pub- 


lic education slant.” 
Hier Company's product does par- 


ticularly well as filler for daytime 


hausfrau shows Among the three 
to 12-minute films she has pro- 
duced are “Iced Tea Time” for 
the Tea Council of America; “Story 
of Perfume seauty Is a Science” 
and “Vitamins for Beauty” for 
Coty, Inc.; “Tops In Fashion” for 
Ship ‘n’ Shore Blouses; “The Luck- | 


jest Girls In The World” for the 


June bride issue of MecCali mag; 
and “More Room At Home” for 
Douvlas Fir Plywood Assn 


Old Pix Adapted to TV 
Nathan Zucket 
Films, Inec., points 
film company does 
shoot new TN 


prez of Dynamic 
out that his vid- 
more than 
industrial films. “We 


also take industrial films already 
made before the oncoming of TY 
and cut, re-edit or add to them 
so that they can be adapted to TV.” 
he says. His firm has made such 
long-run TV films as “Viva Mex- 
ico”) =606cand = «(Invitation Te New 
York” for American Airlines: “Rac- 


ing Champions’ for Champion 


Sparkplug Co.; and “High Tower,” 
filmed in Israel, for the Women's 
League For Israel. 


Perhaps the most” intriguingly 
titled editorial Ifim made for TV 


Take A Bath.” Jim 
Unifilms, Ine., will 
only disclose that it was produced 
for Helen Rubinstein, the 
cian Another vidfilm of his com- 
pany’s, “The Breaking Point,” fi- 
hanced by the Pennsvivania Rail- 
road, was used in part by Ed Sul- 
livan for “Toast of the Town.” 
Robert) Molusky, a topper = at 
Princeton Film Centre, Inc., be- 


was “How To 
Lee, topper at 


Continued on page 38 


Fred Long To UA 


As Teevee Veepee 


Frederick A, 


propor-¢ 


| production on its 


| with 


| network, 


| properties for 
ihas a 


beauti- | for the 





‘Inner Sanctum’ Rolls 
For NBC Film Division 


First of the new “Inner Sanc- 
tum” vidpix being produced bs 
NBC Film Division went before 
the cameras last week in N. Y 
Initialler, “The Yellow Parakeet 
stars Ernest Truex and Constance 
Ford. Ser ipt was by John Roe- 
burt, who's script editor for the 
series and has also completed 
additional stories The Good 
Luck Charm” and “Identity Un 


known,” 


Himan 
39 half-hours for 


Lop MOT Vidpix: 
55 Staffers Out 


March of Time, Inc., N. Y., this 
week ceased operations on its 
‘March of Time” vidpix series pro- 
duction, due to “high overhead 
costs.”” At least 55 staffers have 
been pink-slipped. 

Frank Shea, MOT sales director 
said 25 TV technicians had been 
fired, and attempts are being made 
to integraie the firm's 30 editorial 


Brown is producing the 
NBC. 


and research personnel into the 
staff of Time and Life mags. | 

Despite what he hoped was a, 
“temporary suspension of opera- 


tions,” Shea said MOT’s salesmen 
would continue to peddle the most 
recent “March of Time” package | 
of 39 telepix, now sold in 40 mar- 
kets, plus its other vidpix, “Cru- 
sade in the Pacific,” “American 
Wit And Humor” and “Ballet De 


France.” 


Shea MOT was continuing 
new series of 
Living Languaye” telepix, 


already in the can. 


said 


26 “Our 
four 


SHUPERT SWITCH TO 
ABC SET FOR AUG. 5 


Long anticipated moveover of 
George T. Shupert to head the} 
film syndication setup at ABC, as 
reported in Variery, takes effect | 
Aug. 5. Shupert joins the web as | 
vice president in charge of ABC 
Svndication, a new division of the 
following his resignation 
as v.p.-general manager of United 
Artists Television Corp. 

Network has not yet set ans 
distribution, but it 
host of new filmed proper- 
ties, including the Danny Thomas 
and Ray Bolger shows, “Pride of 
the Family.’ and the new Hal 
Roach, Jr. properties being made 
web which will probably 
be syndicated outside the network 
markets. 


— as tenes 


Rassler Groans to Court 


Los Angeles, July 21. 
Wrestler Baron Michel Leone 
‘filed a $3.000 breach of contract 


‘Ted) Long, exit- 
Ing his radio-tele directorship at 
Geyer agency, takes over today 
(Wed.) as veepee and general man- 
ager of the United Artists Tele- 
‘ sion Corp.. the film distrib firm's | 
Wholly owned subsid. He sueceeds 
George T. Shupert. who has re- 


signed to shift 
head up film 
hetwork 

\t Geve) Long SUPCrvise dl such 
Programs as “Nash 


r Airtivte The- 
atre, “Paul Whiteman TV Teen 


over to ABC-TV to 
syndication for the 


Club.” “The Web.” and “Dr. 1. * ae 
dealing with such eorporete spon- 
sors as Kelvinator, Nash Motors. 
P. Lorillard, American Home 


Products and E. R. 
broadcasting for more than 20 
vears, Long prior to his Geyer stint 
had been with BBD&O. the office 
ot the Coordinator of Inter-Amer- 
fean Affairs. Lord & Thomas in 
Chicago and CBS. 


Squibb In 


,the “Walter Brennan Show.” 


suit against Maurice Kosloff and 
Louie Diaz in Superior Court here, } 
contending they deprived him of a 
chance to become a_ legitimate 
actor. Maurice Kosloff Productions. 
telefirm, also was named a de- 
fendant. 

Leone claims he was to have re- 
ceived $1.000 each for three vid- 
films, with an option for 10 more 
He would have played a detective 
in the series. 


Wyle Sets ‘ines On 
Prockter ‘Badge’ Vidpix 


Clement Wyle. veepee of Prock- 
ter Television Enterprises, Ine., 
N. Y¥.. is planing west tomorrow 
‘Thurs.) on a trip to Kansas City, 
Denver, Chicago and Hollywood. 

He will consult with law en- 
forcement officers in those cities, 
regarding PTE’s new vidfilm series. 
“The Man Behind the Badge.” 
On the Coast, he will huddle with! 
prez Bernard Prockter on promo- 
tion for the company's new telepix 
series in production, “International 
Police,” “The Reader's Digest” and 


| interior repairs on 


iN. Y., 


| pix are shot on location 
j;and are written by Malvin Wald, 


Renovate Roach Lot 


Hollywood, July 24. 
Hal Roach studios, idle for the 
first time in months, is undergoing 
general renovation, calling for 
sound stages, 
resurfacing of the parking lot, re- 


a 


landscaping and repaying of the, 


‘Design For Living’ As 


studio streets. 

Production will be resumed late 
this week with the filming of “‘It 
Seems Like Yesterday,” telepic 
pilot toplining Peter Lind Hayes 
and Mary Healy. 





‘True Detective 


Vidpix Series Set 


Burnette, 
years produced, di- 
and written the “True De- 
series on Mutual, has con- 
cluded a deal with Macfadden Pub- 
lications under which he'll film a 
series of half-hour vidpix with the 
ame title and mag tiein. Burnette 
has signed Official Films as dis 
tributor of the series. 


Murray who for the 


past few has 


rected 
tective” 


Shooting begins in N. Y. 
under Burnette’s own production 
banner, and a pilot will be ready 


in six to eight weeks. Official will 
aim at a national or regional sales 
AM version had enjoyed longtime 
sponsorship on Mutual, with Mo- 
torola, then Oh Henry candy. Bur- 
nette also produces the CBS Radio 
Marlene Dietrich show. 


UNDERHILL TO COAST 
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Kaufman Parlays Guild Films Into 
$7,500,000 Gross Biz In One Year 





Faye Emerson Vidfilm 


Faye Emerson is 


‘touches on a new show, her own 
package in which she'll star, 
called “Design for Living.” Show, 


soon 


| heimer, 


ON BOLGER VIDPIX 


ABC-TV’s di- 
programming, 
(20) 


Charles Underhill, 
rector of national 
planed to the Coast Monday 


the Ray Bolger series for the web, 


which goes before the cameras 
later this week. 

Underhill will also huddle with 
Hal Roach, Jr., about the four film 


properties the producer is develop- 
ing for ABC-TV. Pilots of first 
three, “White Collar Girl,” “Tales 
of a Wayward Inn” and “Guns of 
Destiny,” will be completed by the 
end of the month, with the pilot 


of “White Collar Girl,” the Lar- 
raine Day starrer, already in the 
can, 


‘Pulse of City’ V idpix 
Sold in 23 Markets 


Telescene Film Productions Co., 
has syndicated its 15-minute 
vidtilm series, “Pulse of the City,’ 
to 23 markets. 

Robert D. Tobias, producer-di- 
rector, reports that he is now com- 
pleting 26 in the series. The Tele- 
im NN: ¥., 


author of “Naked City,” brother 
of Hollywood film producer Jerry 
Wald. 


Prep ‘Day’ on Film 
Holivwood, July 22. 
Filming of the NBC “Dennis Day 
Show” will get under way within 
the next two weeks, in time to get 
the initial celluloid entry out in 
time for the fall season. It took 
Day almost a year to get RCA- 
Victor to okay the switch from live 
to film. 
Show will be produced by Den 
mac Productions, Day's packaging 
company, Which owns the show. 








Sue Over ‘Hickok 


Los Angeles, July 21. 

Delira Corp. filed suit in Su- 
perior Court against David Hire 
and David Hire Productions, charg- 
ing breach of contract involving 
the “Wild Bill Hickok” 
telefilm package, starring Guy 
Madison and Andy Devine. 

Complaint states that Delira has 
a contract calling for 72'2°% of the 
net profits and wants a full ac- 
counting. dating back to the begin- 
ning of the series, together with a 
return of an 
$8,000. 


New Hallicrafters Plant 
Chicago, July 2 
Hallicrafters Co., seaeniibtemers 
ef radio, TV and communications 
equipment has started construc- 
tion ot a new $400,000 plant in 


, Toronto. 


'1o 0.0. shooting of the pilot film in | 


}on behalf of the 


| Lucy’’) 
ithe National 


designed to have national appeal, 


iil have new and different for- 
mat than she has had before. 

Program, a 30-minuter, will be 
filmed Several sponsors, who 


undertaking 
pilot, are 


have heard about the 
but have not yet 


already 


seen a 
showing interest. 


Tess Out TWA Bid 
On ‘Lucy’ Writers 


Washington, July 21. 
in Writers of 
America to represent writers of 
Desilu Productions, Inc. (‘I Love 
has been thrown out by 
Labor Relations 
Board which supported the find- 
ings of the hearing examiner. 
NLRB found that Jess Oppen- 
head writer and producer 
Lucy,” was in effect a 


Doatitian oft 
| oe oe ae a 


} Televisic 


of “I Love 


supervisor at Desilu and that he 
influenced the other two “Lucy” 
writers, Carroll and Pugh, to take 


out cards in TWA. Oppenheimer 
was found to be one of the found- 
ers and leaders of the new union. 

“It is not disputed,’ the NLRB 
report said in part, “that both 
Pugh and Carroll were present at 
the Radio Writers’ Guild meeting 
and at the Aug. 28 meeting, where 


putting final | 


ri Entertainment business is seeing 


a repeat performance of the fabu- 
| lous era” of the early film busines 
in the rapidly expanding Vidpix te a 
dustry—and the key difference be. 
tween the two periods is that the 
growth of the latter has been yj. 
croscoped into a period of a cv 
of years. 
Situation 


; 





e 


is probably no be 


exemplified than in the case 
Reub Kaufman's Guild Fi| 
which just one year ago was fou 


ed on an investment of $125 
and today is grossing at 
of $2,500.000 a year and |} 
$4,200,000 tied up in or comn 
to current and future pro 
| of vidfilms. 
| Kaufman, an advertising age 
vet, started Guild last July folloy 
ing his resignation as presiden 
and a director of the now defun¢ 
but litigation-embroiled Snade) 
| Telescription Sales. He started 
with one sublet office partition on 
Madison Ave., in New York, and 
with a couple of little-known prop- 
erties on which he got distributior 
rights. 
Today, 


Tere 


he’s still got those same 


properties, but owns the “Liberace” 
series, representing a $1,300,000 
production investment; has signed 


to produce and distribute “Life 
With Elizabeth,’ one of the fe 

| situation comedies in syndication 
which is earmarked for a $400,000 
production investment. and is set 


to roll out $2,500,000 for a series 
on Joe Palooka. While filming of 
the Liberace musicals was farmed 
out to Lou Snader, Guild will set 
'up its own production unit and 
facilities on the Coast for the two 


new series. Kaufman’s one room 
on Madison Ave. has expanded to 
half a floor and firm will move to 
new quarters in the fall. 

You Gotta Produce 


Oppenheimer spoke in favor of a/ Key to growth of the firm was 
new organization. On these facts | Kaufman’s discovery that “you got- 
we find that Carroll and Pugh | ta produce.” With two series of 
were, in effect, solicited by Oppen- | quarter-hour films plus a_ sports 
heimer to join TWA. Considering | jibrary, Kaufman found Le couldn't 
Oppenheimer’s position as head | get distribution rights to top-qual- 
writer and producer of ‘I Love) jty vidfilms “because I didn't have 
Lucy’, we find that the showing of | a large staff and plushy offices.” 
interest, on which this petition is| Because he couldn’t get the best 


based, is necessarily 
his activities in the 
of the petitioner, and will dismiss 
the petition.”” The Authors League 
of America intervened in the case 


impaired by 
organization 


Guild. 


LANDAU SEEKS MAMIE 
TO TEE OFF VIDPIX 


Vidfilm producer Ely Landau last | 
| week sent a letter to the White | 
| House asking permission to film a 
day in the life 
hower as the 





leadoif film in a 


Screen Writers | 


of Mamie Eisen- | 


| films available for syndication and 
because few top properties were 
available anyway, Kaufman de- 
cided he’d produce his own. Going 
to his Denver stockholders, he 
raised enough cash to get ‘Liber- 
ace,” which had been airing locally 
on KLAC-TV in Los Angeles, on 
film, Firm started to distribute the 
pianist’s pix in February. It's 
| currently in 72 markets ‘represent- 
ing some kind of sales record for 
the amount of time it’s been avail- 
| able) and brings in most of the 
| $200,000 a month the firm is gross- 
‘ing. Additionally, 26-week contracts 
with the initial buyers of the filin 
are beginning to expire, and Kauf- 


| 


iseries he’s going to film on the / man reports that all have renewed. 
| personal life of top public figures. 


} 


b 


' 


radio and | 


indebtedness of 


Series is set to go before the 
cameras in N.Y. Aug. 1. Landau is | 
currently dickering with Eva Gabor | 
ito act as interviewer-narrator and 
is negotiating pacts with people to! 
be spotlighted. Title for 6 show 
hasn't been set yet, since Landau 
is talking with top magazines on a 
possible tiein, with show's title in- 
cluding name of mag. 


New Comm’! Format On 
Fireside Theatre’ Vidpix. 


Mickey Schwarz, prez of Aca- 
demy TV Productions, N.Y., has 
just completed producing and di- 





jrecting six of a new series of com- 


mercials using a new format for 
P&G's “Fireside Theatre.” 
The format calls for Gene Ray- 


mond to introduce both the half- | 


hour vidfilms and the integrated 
commercials for Ivory Soap and 
Crisco. Schwarz is turning out the 
commercials, under supervision of 
the Compton agency, at the Fox- 
Movietone studios in N.Y, 





Cunningham to Kling 
Chicago, July 21. 

Richard J. “Joe’ Cunningham 
has accepted the position of film- 
iV production director with Kling 
Studios here. 

Most recently with 
Prod., in a similar 
ningham was once 


Sutherland 
capacity, Cun- 


RKO, 20th-Fox and Columbia in 
editing, writing, directing and pro- 


, duction, 


affiliated with 


| While Kaufman will have most 
of his eggs in the production-dis- 


(Continued on page 38) 





Hawley's Telepix 
Brokerage Setup 


New film buying service for sta- 
| tions and agencies, dubbed the nae 
tion's oo ‘prokerage” of film pro- 
grams, has been set up by Mark 
| Hawley, who is resigning as radio- 
/TV director of budget control and 
| program procurement for N. W. 
| Aver in N, Y. on Sept. 1 to ops 
erate the new firm. 

Outfit, Mark Hawley Associates, 
will operate strictly as a service 
to stations and agencies, with com- 
‘mission, 10°7, coming off the dis- 
tributor’s price. Heavy film pur- 
chases at a discount will enable 
him to take commission off the 
top, Hawley said. at no cost to sta- 

| tions or agencies. 
| Firm expects to have a lineup of 
'eight agencies and 54 stations by 
| Oct. 1. Hawley has appointed 14 
regional reps. Distributor reaction 
to the idea has been largely favor- 
able, with distribs pointing out 
that a large portion of their over- 
jhead, maintenance of a staff of 
travelling salesmen, can be cut 
through the “brokerage”  pur- 
chasers. It’s also felt that their 
films will reach many markets 
which otherwise could not be con- 
j tacted by sales staffers. 
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MIGHTY K.C. HAS STRUCK OUT 





Cant Tell Players Without Program 


Whatever the future administrative pattern and personnel re- 


vamping at NBC, 
(Tues 

Executive 

Frank White 


Previous Title 
President, 


here’s the then-and-now scorecard as of yesterday 


Now 
Same 


NBC AM-TV 


Ww. H. Fineshriber, Jr. V. P.- 


Radio-TV Ne *tworks 


. P. In Charge 
Radio-TV Networks 
V.-P-General Manager 


John L. Herbert 


Ted Cott 


General Manager V. P. In Charge 
Of Radio 
Of V. P. In Charge 


Of Television 
Operating V. P. 


WNBC-WNBT, N. Y. NBC Radio 
Charles C. Barry V. P. In Charge Of V. P. In Charge 

Radio-TV Programming Of TV Programs 
George Frey “ V. PL In Charge Of V. P. In Charge 

Radio-FV Sales Ot TV Sales 
Charles R. Denny V. P. In Charge Of Same 


O & O Operations 


(Unfinished business: Naming 


r adio. ) 


of sales, 


program managers for 





WPTZPact Top Philly Niteries 
For TV Showcase To Stimulate Biz 


Philadelphia, July 21. ¢ 


Six top Philadelphia nightclubs | 


have decided the next best thing 
to beating television is to join it, 
and they have set a deal with 
WPTZ under which the station 
will use talent from the niteries in 
a local variety show and at 


the | 


same time plug the bistros and the | 


“going out’ habit to local viewers 


Under the deal set between 
WPTY and the Rendezvous, Latin 
Casino, Embassy, Chubby's, Ciro’s 
and the Pump Room, station will 
use a full orchestra, permanent 
emcee rotating talent from the 
niterics and nightclub sets and} 
lighting for the show. Top names | 
will not necessarily be used, but a} 
variety of acts from each club will 
go before the cameras for a bal- | 
anced bill. 

Stan Lee Broza, WPTZ program | 
manager, said show would air 
Monday nights, since it’s a slow 
night for the bistros, making tal- 
ent available, and it’s the usual 
night for a change of bill, so that 


the telecast could plug the niter- 
ies’ new bills as they come in. 
Clubs will promote the show via 
newspaper ads, lobby and _ front 
displays, table toppers and 
nouncements from the floor. 
With one or two more clubs 
dickering to join the lineup, 
enough talent will be readily avail- 
able for each club to present only 
a small part of its lineup and for 
each performer to give only part 
of his routine. Program will be 
televised from the station’s new 
theatre studio, and will feature in- 
terviews with celebrities in the 
audience, bearing on local nitelife. 
Program is being peddled to agen- 
cies for commercial sponsorship. 
“Going out” 
size 
sarily that 


expensive, legitimate 


pitch will empha- | 
fact that niteries aren't neces- | 


clubs can provide food and bev- | 


erages at prices 
neighborhood — taverns. It will 
Stress fact that the niteries_ in- 
volved are run by legitimate busi- 
nessmen charging legit prices. 


comparable to 





Hamm Beer Signs 
As Murrow Client 


Ed Murrow has a second sponsor 
for his Friday night “Person to 
Person” CBS-TV show, which 
preems early in October in the 
10:30 to 11 o'clock time. 

Amoco initially bought the new 
program tor 40 markets in 
east. Hamm Beer last week put in 
an order for 11 midwest markets. 
{Sectional sponsorship is similar to 
Murrow's cross-the-board news 
show.) 


In addition to “Person to Per- 


son” Murrow will resume with 
“See It Now” for Alcoa, going into 
the Tuesday night 10:30 to 11 
niche, 





| Newell (he was named senior 


the | 


}gram director 
an- | 


i heads from the AM and TV staff. | 
Third step was consolidating op- 
‘erations and cutting down on TV 
broadcast time. 
New programmer is Alvin G. 
Pack, local radio vet who started 
at KLO, Ogden, and later was in! 


, Network. 





CBS-Type Joke 


Lester Gottlieb, CBS Radio 
program veepee, points cut 
that six film Oscar winners 


will be identified with network 
radio shows next season. 


“In fact,” says Gottlieb, “‘the 
only Oscar we don't have is 
Katz. He’ s in ‘TV. 





Larson Peppers 
Up Salt Lake's 


AM-TY Souffle 


Salt Lake City, 
G. Bennett Larson, prexy of 
KDYL and KDYL-TV, recently 
purchased by Time and Life, has 
swung into action on what 
to be a sweeping reorganization of 
policies. 
First step was hiring a new pro- 
and sales manager. 
was lopping off 13 


July 21 


Second step 


his present job before switching 
to KALL and the Intermountain 
More recently he has 
been running an advertising agen- 
cy. New sales topper is Douglas 
R. Clawson, who came to KDYL 
(Continued on page 38) 


NEW KEESLEY STATUS 





REFLECTS TV IMPACT 


Upped status of Nick Keesley, 
the radio-TV director at Lennen & 


president last week) bears. out 
anew the overall importance of 
television in agency thinking and 
activity today. 

Particularly in the case of 
L & N, video has projected itself 


into the No. 1 billings position at 
the agency with its TV_ pro- 
gramming accounting for more 


than half of the $15.000.000 L & M 
billings. Major chunk of the coin 
stems from its Old Gold and 
Schlitz accounts. 





’ 
Jan Murray’s Sponsor 
Mogen David Wine has signed to 
sponsor a new audience participa- 
tioner starring Jan Mufray on the 
DuMont web on Sunday nights at 


10. Program, “Dollar a Second,” 
starts Sept. 20, replacing the 
sustaining panel show, “What's the 


Story?” 

Deal was set via Weiss & Geller 
Agency for the Wm. Morris pack- 
ige. 


seems | 


vice-— 


‘HONEYMO 
rOR MW 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


What has happened in Kansas 
City over the past couple of weeks 
in terms of breaking the 
tion stranglehold on TY 
ming is of major significance to 
the entire industry as it relates to 
the single-station markets through 


4 











One-sta- 


program- 


out the country 

| In the first major test of crash- 
|ing through the program barrier 
|in “monopoly” markets, with Kan 
| sas City near the top of the list, 
CBS-TV within a period of 48 
hours succeeded in knocking off 
|} every single Columbia client trom 
the NBC basic affiliate in K.C 


Dean Fitzer’s WDAF-TV, which un 
til now has been riding the single- 
station gravy train. 

As far as WDAF-TV is 
cerned, the honeymoon is over, 
now that KMBC and WHB have 
| joined forces to snare Channel 9 


con 


in the VHF spectrum and throw in 


lot with CBS. 


The eves of the industr 


their 
will be 


centered on the’ post-honeymoon 
era of WDAF-TV for a variety of 
reasons, for it may well establish 


the pattern in determining the new 
status for stations which, up to 
| now, have enjoyed a TV monopoly 
in some of the nation’s major 
cities, 

Without a single 
sistance, CBS clients 
for 15 hours a week of 
programming 


note of re- 
accounting 
WDAF-TYV 


agreed to the switch 


over to the new WHB-KMBC 
| share-station, including such envia 
| ble nighttime live entries as “I 
| Love .Lucy,” the Wednesday night 
| Pabst fights and, perhaps of even 
greater importance, the lineup of 
strong CBS commercial daytime 
entries, 
break For NBC 
NBC is far from unhappy over 
the Kansas City situation for 
network advertisers previously 
| knocked off to make room for the 
CBS shows can now ride the cable 
to K.C. without .getting those mid- 
night kinescoped playbacks. (Actu- 


ally NBC clients have enjoyed the 


most enviable status among the 
| networks in clearing live time in 
“monopoly markets,” with the 


other webs having the most to gain 


by this new relief.) 

| It’s the WDAF-TV problem, how 

ever, that projects itself into the 
forefront. Like other operations in, 
| major single-station markets, Fiiz- 
er’s station has been having its 
‘cake while eating it, too. Net- 
work advertisers (NBC and CBS 
alike) who wanted the K. C. ride 


were being obliged right down the 
line. If an NBC advertiser couldn't 
get in live, because the competitive 
CBS show delivered a better rat- 
ing and audience, he played the 
“kine circuit” extending into fringe 
| time periods. Thus Fitzer has been 
cashing in on an early-morning-to- 
late-night commercial bonanza, 
taking on all comers. 

But with 15 hours of weekly CBS 
network programming lopped off, 
the station finds itself in the posi- 
tion of plugging holes with live 
pickups of the NBC shows it had 
been relegating to the fringe areas, 

(Continued on page 40) 


NBC-TV ‘HOME’ TO 
GET ‘TODAY’ PREVUE 


It's understood that the “Home” 
show. daytime strip show being 
worked on by producer Ted Mlills 
for possible 12 noon to 1 p.m. air- 
ing on NBC-TV in the fall, will 
| have an unusual preview. 

Plan is to preview the experi- 
mental show, which is aimed at be- 


ing a women’s magazine of the 
air, one morning next month on 
the “Today” program. Show itself 
won't go on the air formally until 
the end of September. 

“Home,” which is merely the 


working title, will have Dick Pink 
ham, who is also the “Today” edi 
torial supervisor, as publisher, and 


Joe Culligan, also of “Today,” as 
isales manager. 





VFR New Version of Musical Chairs. 
FILE Shuffles Around Top NBC Execs, 


But ‘Many Asking ‘Who's on nF rst?” 


prema Mixed-Up Biz 


July 21. 
George Gobel tlew 4,000 
miles last Thursday (16) to keep 
n 15-minute appointment here 
He was to have begun rehear- 
sals on July 45 as starrer in 
the special Palmer House sum 
mer show, and the Dave O'Mal- 
ley agency got him inked for a 
number of club dates through 
the rehearsal 
Meantime 


Chicago 


period 
Gobel blo 
TV-wise on the NBC-TV “Sat 
j urday Night Revue" and had 
to get permission from Merrie 
Abbott, Palmer House pro- 
ducer, to hold over on. the 
Coast one extra Saturday night 
for his broadcast. This granted 


somed 


he still had to fulfill his com 
mitment to do a turn for the 
American Osteopathic banquet 
on Thursday night Which 
meant flying into Chicago for 

|} a 15 minute furn and then 
planing right back to Holly 
wood again, 





ABC in Bid For 
TV News Spotlight: 
John Daly a V.P. 


ABC-TV's accelerating bid for 
CV preeminence underwent an 
other spurt this week with the 
report that John Daly will join 
the web as v.p. in charge of 
television new: special events 
and publie affairs. With Daly mo, 
ing over Aug. 1, web figures to 
move jnto the field of TV. news 
in a big way. 


Current lineup of radio commen 
tators includes such top names as 
Walter Winchell, Elmer Davis, 
Martin Agronsky and Daly, who 
will continue to work as a com 
mentator. Furthermore, with the 
pacting of U. S. Steel's hour-long 


dramatic show, ABC-TV is dicker- 
ing with George Hicks to come over 
not only as the confrencier of the 
dramatic show but as a staff news- 


man besides 


—*+ 


lone 


NBC came through with its latest 
version of musical chairs last week 
end whep the executive personnel 
underwent another reshuffle, which 
becomes effective Aug 3. Just the 
week before the NBC-RCA_ board 
chairman, David Sarnoff, had 


administrative 


re-em- 
” 


promised such = an 
realignment designed = to 
brace the “split down the middle 
organizational technique—but with 


exception. Originally it’ had 
been planned for Frank White, the 
network president, to take over the 


,ork, along with his chief 
aide William If Fineshbriber ar.» 
as No. 2 Under the 
newest repatterning, as 


radio net 


radio inan 
Sarnotl 


disclosed last weekend, however, 
White retains hi same AM-TV 
| prexy status with  Finescriber 
heading up the radio network and 
John LL. Herbert assuming similar 
reins in television, Both men, says 
the official press release, “report 
to the president,” although for un- 
explained reasons the release at no 


time identifies the prexy by name, 


In terms of previous overhaul- 


ings at NBC, the newest one could 
be classified as mild, with only the 
program, sales and promotion op- 
erating as separate AM and TV 
;entities and, in eVect, splitting in 
half the functions of sueh upper 
level exec is Fineshriber, Her- 
bert, Charles ( tarry, chigf of TV 
programming, George Frey, head- 


Daly, as v.p., will have John 
Madigan, TV director of news and 
special events and Les” Ar-| 
ries, Sr., sports director, reporting 
to him. Apparently, Daly will con- 
tinue his emcee commitments on 
his two television shows on CBS- 
TV. Mark Goodson, of Goodson- 
Todman Productions, which pro- 
duces “What's My Line’” and “It's 
News to Me,” said Daly's contracts 
run till 1957. 


40 Mins Sil Unsold 
On ‘Show of Shows’ 


after turning a CBS-TV 
i pitch to switch to that net, has 
renewed for 39 weeks on NBC-TV's 
“Your Show of Shows,” due to re 
‘turn Sept 12 

Other definite “Siiows” sponsors 
are SOS, Griffin, Saimsonite and 
the alternating Paw and 
Johnson & Johnson. All are for 
10 minute segments, leaving a total 
of 40 minutes on the program yet 
to be sponsored 


Benrus, 


Cat's 


Steele's B&B Post 


Appointment of Ted 
radio-TV director of 
3owles is reported slated for the 


Steele as 


ing up TV sale Such operations 


as press, station relations, enpi- 
neering, research and accounting 
retain their intevrated status, with 
the heads of these integrated divi- 
sions reporting to Fineshribes 
Cott's New Status 

Perhap the major ‘surprise”™ 
element in the new setup is the 
new status of Ted Cott. who has 
been moved out of the genevral- 
manavership of WNBC- WNBT, 
N. } and his o&o funetions un- 
dev Chart R. Denny to become 
No. 2 man in network radio, with 
title of Operating Vice-President of 


Radio, He'll report to Fineshriber. 
Only a few Weeks Denny 
moved Cott into the urea with 
reaver scope as part of an ambi- 
tious setup designed to coordinate 
all owned-andoperated — program- 
sales merchandise activities. What 
happens to the plan as result of the 
(Continued on page 40) 


Walter Craig As 
Drug Associate 


Walter 
Benton & 


bac K 


oko 


Craig, who resigned from 


Bowles 


agency as vee- 
pee-radio-TV director and member 
of the board a couple months back 
jas result of differences with top 
j} management over choice of Proc- 
jter & Gamble daytime TV pro- 
gramming, is going into the client 
phase of the business. 
Effective Sept. 1, Craig joins 
Pharmaceuticals, Ine., as veepee- 


; over 


' 





Benton & ! 


director of 
nual 
000. 


advertising, with an an- 
advertising budget of $5,000,- 
In addition to radio-TV, he'll 
see other media as well. Firm 
handles Serutan, Jeratol, Jeratol, 
Jr., Hi-V orange juice concentrate 
fin which Arthur Godfrey 


financial stake) and an upcoming 


product still identified as Prod- 
uct X 

Craig will operate directly un- 
der prexy Matthew Rosenhaus and 
iexee assistant C. H. Tedlow. Com- 
pany currently sponsors “Juvenile 
Jury” on NBC-TYV. 

Craig’s drug accounts back- 
ground goes back some _ years 
to the days when he was con- 


near future, although agency execs | nected with the Street & Finney 


are mum on the subject. 


Steele wouid move into the spot | tified 


iden- 
ac- 


which is primarily 
with pharmaceutical 


agency, 


vacated some weeks back by Walter | counts. 


Craig. Steele has been identified | 


Craig is spending the summer 


with the agency for a number of | on Long Island Sound on a newly- 
i years, 


| acquired 40-foot boat. 


has a. 


ad 


np eee 
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Industry Speculates on Mutual's 
‘Programs-Instead-of-Payments 


Chief topie of speculation in the¢ 
radio industry this week was 
whether the Mutual affiliates will 
seeept the revolutionary new pro- 2 
nt nai p Pgh: wn onrcnn Mas oper- ; ial Seattle, July 21. | 
: sasha plan offered them last Fri- _KOMO-TYV here will be on the 
‘ i117) over a closed-circuit by | 4!r on Channel 4, Dec. 11, W W. | 
ae ciasal xv Tom O’Neil. Stations | Warren, v-p., and general manage! 
as wy epress acceptance | Of Fisher's Blend Station said. It) 

ng ad r aye ting a Aug will be NBC television outlet here 
1. ‘While the plan has the unani-| Construction of KOMO’s new 

‘ous backing of the Mutual Af-| transmitter and tower on Queen 

té Advisory Buard and stock- Anne Hill began last week, 

de! tations it’ understood . 

val of nearly all the 375 


J 
fili 

that appre 
3 

p: tions is necessary to get the 
plan into operation. Mutual re S 0 e 

ported favorable reactions from 
) Bars ‘Defiant 3° 
ars Deranit J | 
| 


tations heard from thus far. 

Hollywood, July 21. 
hours without any station compen- Appeal "eae the “Unfriendls 
sation whatsoever. In return, sta-| 7) oe for reversal of the Ameri- 
tions will get 14 hours weekly of can Federation of Radio & Televi- 
topgrade free programming, ove! sion Artiste board action in sus- 
and above regulal co-op, sustaining pending the trio who defied the 
a roe House Un-American Activities Com- 
mittee was rejected virtua!ly unani- 
mously by membership at a meet- 








KOMO-TV’s Dec. Preem 


Under the new plan, the web will 
cut its network option time from 
nine hours to five daily. All sta 
tions must, however, accept all five 


schedule in station 
time. Mutual will continue to func 
tion as an all-day operation, with 
stations able to pick up co-op and ing Monday (20). } 
sustaining features at will, and . 

with a provision that any station Libby Burke, Shimen Ruskin and | 
clearing a commercial show will in| Murry Wagner were present to ei | 
station time get 85% of its card pitches asking for reinstatement in | 
rate, the remaining 15° going to the union. Speeches were highly 
Mutual as a selling commission. emotional in content, but none of 


‘ ’ : the three volunteered to answer 
Mr. D. A. boton Schedule the $64 question, as AFTRA'’s anti- | 
Web, in addition to its regular 


, 2 Commy resolution commands. } 
schedule, will give the stations 14 | Consequently, board action dis- 
hours consisting of new and old | ciplining the trio still sticks. If the 
properties. Among the new prop-| trig hasn't changed its mind about 
erties is “Mr, District Attorney, | cooperating within a year from the | 
which will air Sunday afternoons | time suspension is slapped on, they | 
along with “The Shadow” as free | wij) be expelled from the union. 
programming to stations. Also set Membership had voted to limit 
are five-minute strips featuring | <peeches to 90 minutes and also 
Fred Robbins, Duncan Hines, Al| voted against a secret ballot. Vote 
Helfer, David Ross, Senator Ford | was 154 to 9, with six abstentions, 
and Arlene Francis & Bill Cullen. |{g uphold the resolution under 
The Three Suns will have a quar-| which the trio is suspended. 
ter-hour suppertime strip, along | 


. Trio now plans an appeal to prez 
with an unselected femme vocalist | George Heller and the national 
in a second strip. 


board, meeting here Thursday (23) 
On the news front, web will pro- prior to the convention, with final 

vide strips with Frank Singiser, | possibility of taking the case to the 

Baukhage and Ed Pettitt, besides | convention floor, if the board re- 

its regular co-ops, and stations will | jects an appeal. 

also get a half-hour western music -— 

strip in “Lucky U Ranch.” For the 


tations’ half of the Multi-Message Osteopaths, Bible Men 

‘lan, web is dickering with George | 

Sanders to step into “High Adven- Hear TV Rapped As 
Physical, Moral Menace 


(Continued on page 38) 
Chicago, July 21. 


Bob Hope Clears A prodigious finger was waggled 


in the face of television last week, 


first by a doctor and then by a 

minister. Dr. George Tarulis. an 

C S or nver osteopathic physician from Chi, 

told the annual meeting of the 

: American Osteopathic Assn., con- 

Washington, July 21. vened in the Windy City, that the 

Bob Hope's Metropolitan TV Co.,| TV set may make the younger gen- 

winner in a recent FCC examiner | eration more susceptible to degen- 
hearing in its contest with KMYR | erativgagaliseases in the future. 

for Channel] 4 in Denver, agreed to Dr. “Tarulis bypassed the educa- 

pay KMYR $125,000 for expenses tional values many times claimed 

incurred during long hearings in| for the medium and stressed the 

order to get a quick final decision) physical harm it ean do. He 

on a permit from the FCC. |} warned that children who are al- 

Metropolitan today (Tues.) filed | lowed to watch the TV set a good 

& petition with the Commission | deal of the time may open the door 

asking immediate issuance of a per-|to bad body mechanics and a re- 

mit and agreeing to meet condi-| sulting greater chance for diseases 
tions laid down by Examiner James | to get a foothold in later life. 

Cunningham freeing Metropolitan! According to the Chi doctor, 








from ownership by NBC. The kids should forego TV for “good 
FCC’s Broadcast Bureau’ had {healthy outdoor exercise to build 


claimed previously that Metropoli-| strong bodies.” 
tan was ineligible because of the In Winona Lake. Ind., Chaplain 
financial transaction by which the|} Louis King of Chi's Bridewell 
network sold the company KOA,! prison, addressing an outdoor 
Denver, which included acceptance | meeting of the Moody Bible Insti- 
of a five-year note from Hope Pro-' tute attacked the medium from a 
ductions, Inc., for 50° ownership | moral standpoint. Chaplain King 
in Metropolitan. said television is far more danger- 
Deal between Metropolitan and ous to the youth of America than | 
KMYR included medical expenses the atomic bomb because of the | 
incurred by A. G. Meyer, witness exploitation of crime and sex. | 
for the latter, who collapsed of a “These TV programs cause a fever 
heart attack during FCC hearings of the mind, tuberculosis of the 
and required hospitalization. F. W.\ heart and cancer of the soul,” as- | 
Meyer, president of KMYR, has’ serted Chaplain King. | 
| 











filed an affidavit with the FCC | 
saying expenses tor witnesses and 
Jegal fees during the long hearings 
actually exceeded the $125,000 
figure. 

Approval by FCC of Metropoli- 
tan’s petition, which is expected, 
would eliminate filing of excep- 
lions and oral arguments of the Ex- | peculiar situation. 
aminer's decision. Understood The William Morris Agency’s 
that Metropolitan figures the six or Les Colodny has booked an entire 
seven months thus saved are well stable of writers for the Jackie 
worth the $125,000, since time is Gleason CBS-TV_ show, packaged | 
important, with the early winter in by Music Corp. of America. | 
Colorado, in getting construction Scripters are Ken Englund, Mar- 
under way. vin Marks and Walter Stone, j 





Morris Agency Writers 
On MCA Gleason Show 


Constant shortage of video writ- 
ers has brought about at least one 


























JIMMY NELSON 


DANNY O’DAY AND 
HUMPHREY HIGSBYE 
PERSONAL MANAGEMENT 
LOUIS W. COHAN 





| 
| 
} same 


}months of this year, as against 


Station 


* New type of public service cam- 
Detroit, July 21. | causes, it takes its form via pitches 
tion, Inc., was up to $260,213, as 


Pitch on Public Service Campai 
’ paigns in television is starting to 
WJR Net Up for 53 spread around the country. On be- 
half of various public-participation 
Despite a slight dip in sales for 'by station personalities and by vis. 
the six months ended June 30, net lual demonstration from 
profit of WJR, the Goodwill Sta-| studios, 
|compared with $230,161 for the | 
period in 1952. Station 
| grossed $1,617,817 for the first six 


Typical of the job that tel. 
vision makes possible was rece 
16144-hour pitch on WTOP-Ty, 
Washington, for chest X-ravs. in 
which station staffers had X-ravs 
taken on camera to show the put 
| lic how simple it was. Station a 

Ses CO showed developed X-rays of 

* b bd | WTOP-TV personalities who had 

Video Xpan ing | taken them the week before 
Perhaps even more visual in im- 
i pact was the campaign by WHAM- 
= 2 |TV in Rochester a few weeks ago 

é 1080 ormat on behalf of the Red Cross’ local 

| blood drive, in which a blood cen- 
| ter was set up in the station's larg. 


we 


| $1,670,366 for the same period in 
| 1952. 


| 





1776 Broadway, N. Y. 





Explosive Issues 
Lacking at Coast 


| bankrollers a package that encom- 


|audience for TV religioso shows | appeared to 


| Worth Living,’ Dr. and Mrs. Nor- 
} 


'Is The 
| Productions, N.Y., will soon begin 
| 


. ! 
growing | est studios and prominent citizens 
donate blood before 
the camera. Stunt achieved record 
results and got accolades for the 
man Vincent Peale’s “What’s Your | station, which staged the affair on 


Trouble?” and the Lutheran “This | the occasion of its fourth anni. 

. 79 c . ¢ a ‘ . 
Life”), Stork Feature | WTOP-TV pitch started when 
| Len Mellen and Frances Shippen, 
Tuberculosis Assn. flacks, ap- 
proached station’s audience pro- 


Capitalizing on the 


(Bishop Fulton Sheen's “Life Is 


peddling to institutional - type 


| passes all the spiritual uplift gim-| ji otion department and asked it t 
micks. Producers Larry Elliott,|.,.. ore : = we ea _ 
AFTRA Powwow Gene Jay Seagle and Charles F, | Start a “get your chest X-rayed 


|Gannon are 


Holiywood, June 21. 

Unless some of the 
bring their own there'll be no fire- 
works at the four-day national con- | 


| vention of AFTRA opening Thurs- | 
|day at Roosevelt Hotel. 
| wise officers of the organization, | 
|while not minimizing the import of | Showing how faith has 


the “business at hand,” nonethe- | 
less can see no explosive issues. | 
The usual number of resolutions | 


delegates | interdenominational religious mag, 


Agenda- | $15,000 


| this summer.” When - station 
agreed, the Association sent out 
over 10,000 cards telling of the 
|campaign and advertising viewers 


to turn out a weekly half-hour | ¢4 tune to the station throughout 
program called “Guideposts. ithe day. Station’s stars were all 


Costing either $9,500 if live, or | ‘tehed an the earde 

if vidfilm, the package | ~ oe ‘ : 
will dramatize yarns from the mag All local shows on the station 
helped | Carried the pitch, all public serv- 
celebrities during crises in their | ice spots were devoted to it, and 
life. Celebs (who wrote the orig-|0ne local aired the following Sat- 
inal Guideposts articles gratis) | urday (11) devoted its entire half- 


cooperating with 
| Guideposts, the 625,000-circulation 


will be reported in by committees | have expressed willingness to co- hour to the drive. All the station's 
none of which is expected to kick |©P 9 the TV venture, including talent participated, and the cam- 


up a fight among the delegates. | 


Irene Dunne, Herbert Marshall, | Paign got widespread newpaper 


The running tiff with the musicians | F’¢d Waring, Lowell Thomas, Dale | Coverage. 


will be carefully skirted and, i¢| Carnegie and Jackie Robinson. 


anything, there will be a sympathy | 
of sentiments on the issue of licens- 
ing phonograph recordings for 
home use only. James Petrillo has 
already taken a stand on this burn- 
ing issue and he'll be fully sup- 
ported by the AFTRAns. 

Alan Bunce, AFTRA prexy. will 
preside at the meet, with Frank 
Nelson, head of the Hollywood 
local and national veepee, 


McCue, executive secretary in Hol- 
lywood. Organization's member- 
ship of 25,000 of which 10,000 are 
active will be represented by 
around 75 delegates. Each 50 
members are represented by one 
delegate, with N. Y. leading with 
55 but sending only 30. L. A. will 
have 49 reps and 16 cities will be 
represented, 

A national organization cam- 
paign to cover all the larger mar- 
kets that have been opened up by 
TV will be proposed. 





Claude Rains’ TV Shot 


| Audrey Wurdemann, and Geoffrey 


|owns the Lilli Palmer TV package 


host- | 
ing at the head table with Claude | 


Station execs believe the prac- 
Show will be written by poet | tice will spread because the visual 
Joseph Auslander and his wife, | campaigns involve no requests for 
funds, are good programming 
Kean, who has written special ma-| (sight of a top personality going 
terial for Hedy Lamarr and Made-| through what everyone else in- 
leine Carroll along with sketches | cluding the viewer would do is 


|for James Melton’s TV show. Di- | cenducive to viewing) and is a good 


rector will be Charles Kebbe, who | public relations-promotion 


for the station. 

Much of the same practice is 
getting radio play too. In New 
York a couple of weeks ago, three 
foreign-language and Negro-audi- 
ence stations jaunched a drive on 
behalf of the City Health Dept.’s 


L.A. Radio’s ‘Prove It 
Or Apologize’ to Hearst sonpelan is certain parts of the 
On Commie Allegation) nereai disease, Campaign took the 


+ form of setting up sidewalk clinics 
Hollywood, July 21. : 

Editorial last week in the Hearst to give exams and blood tests, and 
'Los Angeles Herald-Express to the | ‘he stations had their top person- 
olfect thet there fs eae eem- alities taking on-mike tests and 
mentator and a female assistant | S¢tting up clinics in studios with 
broadcasting “Communist propa- an invitation to the public to come 
ganda” on an L. A. radio station (Continued on page 40) 
brought a challenge from Frank 
Burke, president of the Southern 


stunt 


j}and directs the Sarah Churchill 
video show for Hallmark. 











California Broadcasters Assn., to $7 AK). O00 FCC 
substantiz , * 
Claude Rains will essay his first big late the charges or apolo 9 9 


dramatic role on video in the | 
Evelyn Waugh story “The Man who | ¢ 
Liked Dickens” on the Chrysler | 


“Medalion Theatre, Aug. 1. 
His previous tele appearance was 
as a reader on “Omnibus.” 











Ford’s Whopping 95.1 


The Ford 50th anniversary 
show, on both tele networks 
of CBS and NBC, hit the 
whopping figure of 95.1° of 
TV homes reached in program 
station areas,~ almost double 
the “I Love Lucy” mark, as 
measured by Nielsen. 

Although it outpulled NBC 
on the Ford anni program and 
copped the top three rankings, 
CBS had only four of the top 
10 against NBC's six. 
National Nielsen ratings on 
o Of TV homes reached dur- 
ing the two weeks ending 
June 27 had the following 
lineup: 

1. Ford Show 


¢ 


(CBS) 54.5 


2. “I Love Lucy” ‘CBS).48.7 
. Pabst Bouts (CBS)... .43.1 
. “Dragnet” (NBC) ....43.1 


Ford Show (NBC) 40.6 
. Godfrey&Friends (CBS) 
‘(Ligget & Myers) 40.5 
Gillette Fights (NBC). 40.5 
Philco Playh’se (NBC? 39.8 
“Your Life” (NBC 38.6 
Colgate Comedy (NB).37.6 


“-“ « ‘ | 


AU bm we 


| 


1 


— 
~— 


Paper did not name names or 
ation, and Burke wrote publisher 
| David Hearst that he unsuccess- 
| fully tried to get facts from the 
| paper to substantiate the charges. 
| He said that if the editorial was Washington, July 21. 

truthful, he and the SCBA would | _ House and Senate Appropriation 
| cooperate to the fullest to remove | Committees agreed today (Tues.) 
| such alleged propaganda from the ona $7,400,000 budget for the FCC 
| airwaves. But if there’s no truth|for the fiscal year ending next 
|to the charges, Burke declared, he | June 30. The amount includes ad- 
ifelt the public and the SCBA/| ditional funds for TV operations, 
were entitled to an explanation. | which will enable the FCC to dou- 
| It’s reported that Herald-Express | ble the number of examiners to 
| managing editor John B. T. Camp-| handle contested TV applications. 
bell authorized the controversial| Agency is expected to move fast, 
| editorial. {hiring more lawyers, engineers 
| and clerical help to speed up the 


‘GARROWAY AT LARGE’ |TV operation. Number of exam- 


liners will be increased from 13 


REVIVAL STILL HOT °° * 
Large" under sponsorship ofthe NBC TAKES HIATUS 
sion of General Motors ON TV COLORCASTS 


are still very much alive and active. 

It's known that the present GM . : ; 

| prexy Harlow Curtice is as much}. NBC-RCA is taking a month 

a Dave Garroway fan as the ex-GM | hiatus on color TV experimenta- 

prexy Charles Wilson, President | tion. This will permit for a com- 

| Eisenhower's defense secretary, is Plete realignment of color equip- 

-an Arthur Godfrey aficionado. |ment preliminary to stepped-up 
If the informal variety show activity in anticipation of an early 

makes a comeback, it’s planned | PCC okay. . 

|that Garroway continue with his| Colorcasts, which have been 

'NBC-TV “Today” show, which has going on at a two-show-a-week 

become a profitable venture based clip the past few weeks from the 


Budget Okayed 











,on Garroway’s continuing avail- Colonial Theatre, N. Y., will re- 
j ability. 


sume late in August. 
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TV NEEDS ‘COVERAGE IN DEPTH 
































4 * a 
-1V's Uperations Norto WE AK cn] 
Norfolk, July 21. 4 « 
“Operations Norfolk”—designed to make TV set owners in the n | 0 ect r In reas 
Virginia city NBC and UHF conscious—was inaugurated as a major ve a S) rom any 
enterprise last week when a crew of NBC braintrusters, including 3 
press, station relations and merchandising brass, moved in to set renee The summer seminar envisioned 
up NBC quarters and served notice that its new UHF affiliate By JOHN HORN ' by Charles C. (Bud) Barry, NBC 
wasn’t going to take the switchover of WTAR-TV to CBS lying Televisi tol | How! programming veep, initially in- 
elevision news is in > ol- | nd ‘ 4 - : 
—  “enee e wile” ven 6t-ceck. NEO wnauieniiie ts drume Not bl eo ee ;' W “om Ariz § sie ae tended as a eagle report = 
a lar 1 allack, I apparenth } : 7 , : Jana egay, a avaljo n exchange ot ideas among the nets 
es ; Satire . wer os tig ae | are backsliding or that new i , 
a es - brand of 4 oe in a big — cussion ont Re se . Mette — dian turned radio announce: creative producers and writers, has 
o offse 1e i efection, via set dealer deals, widesprea : ; ans = Mer: , ‘lieve ( ' ’ expander ( he ajor sit ner 
promotion, advertising, publicity, etc a sii — sront pages fairly regularly with woth prs r rth As thn eg NBC's ai oa . = 
. —s hme aa he NRC »  |their airing of newsworthy at) oe pg age cca 4 See ee ae a 1 
There’s one ironic aspect of the NBC push, however, that hasn't t a - rihy Views . sue ; t ; assessme? i 
gone unnoticed here. The network has Taio an ambitious by National figures ee a ates deca eee — cette yrs rrr ont phi Fi 
advertising campaign in the local press, with a sum estimated in Newcasters and NEWS CISCUSSION | joland,” its beamed at the In- drama, variety, public affairs, cole 
excess of $100,000 being poured into the local newspaper coffers. programs are still doing a good|  @qians on the vast, isolated or, films, radio and program pro- 
There are two dailies (one morning and one afternoon) under the job, and among them are such] reservation near here, News- duction 
same ownership. And the family that has the monopoly on the names and shows as Doug Edwards, | casts, chants and even com- Conference is now a get-togeth- 
dailies also owns the TV station that has just pledged allegiance pes age ton hte iyze, Martin] wmercials are delivered in the er of NBC's collective brains from 
__to CBS. Canaidi ys raed he gaa te tent Bob | Navajo language many areas, to be held tor tour 
rns | K ,ONSICINEG, reral( Johnson and! - days Aug. 31 through Sept, 3, at 





>. ar " ¢ . oerd . dy ad . 
Paul Harvey, and “Meet the Press, the Greenbrier, White Sulphur 


FCC Acts to Speed Up TV Grants veep:"“*youtn Wanic wo know Baggett Music | atSoc” Sivess, sitea =the 


Forum o 0 
. i (Challenge will be detivered by 
(others are on vacation, like Wal Brie Gen. David Sarnof. RCA 


e,0 ter Winchell and “See It Now”), | ° ind NBC board chairman, Sept. 3 
ities ere ee é ost However, newsmen outside the Faucet e ecting Indication of his theme mas be 
|} industry admit that there's no lack | ’ gathered from the general’ com- 
of hard news or discussion in tele- | ment 
vision. That, they say, is. tele'’s () : ative Provyram Conference 
Strong point week in and week} ] urope wig “Leadership in radio and. tele- 
out, with TV's top coverage com- " ee 


7 | vision broadcasting he iid is 
ing during special events like the 


on the officially named Cre- 





Washington, July 21. ¢ 

To bring TV soonest to places 
that need it most, the FCC last | Desperate 

week drastically revised its pro- Omaha, July 21. 


measured by what these media do 


cedures for handling competitive Omaha Cardinals, convinced conventions, elections, inauguration Just back from a= two-month i wheielk then colle @ of the 

. . Pi ‘ ° ® , . . . ‘id ° i ie 

TV applications, numbering near- biz couldn’t be worse, have or last vear’s Missouri flood (when | tour of Europe (italy, Norway, Fin nation Wits + nd of werform 
. : . | reer . ° P Vib y ecord ’ ! i ) - 

ly 600, which require hearings be- okayed TV of their home televiewers are first-hand specta-| land and the Netherlands), Jim nee provid ' ‘ ardstic k for the 
. oe } , — . we oviaes i 'f K ’ 

fore permits can be granted. The | games by KMTV once a week tors at the events Fassett, CBS Radio music directo ented for ¢( finuing progre is 

cae 3 “e of og eScom a. a » 7 ic : ‘ > inna , ’ oo ( Or ] } mo ’ 
new plan iS designed to eve pr | on a temporary basi What responsible hewspapermen pau ed fong enough last week for the essence of leader hip \ a 


are saying, when they're not crow- | 5°™e random observations on his means of maintaining NBC pri- 


ing about the superiority of their she and - pee of ager an 7“ macy in broadcasting, the persons 
own medium, is that television, in| Dore he took o again § fOr) invited to this conference will ex- 


station markets. the news field, is not providing Tanglewood, Bayreuth, Salzburg plore thoroughly our perlormances 
The procedure, which takes ef- | enough variety or depth of under-| 42d Edinburgh and potentialities in all areas of 
fect in 30 days, takes inte consid-| ee 7 standing in its coverage of world Reason for Fassett’s strenuous | programming” 


eration the effect of the lifting of events. Where, they ask, are the!) Summer traveling is his coverage As many of the net's top writers, 
the freeze on the original priori- |} equivalents of The New York! of the “World Music Festivals,” producers and program exces from 


| 
| 
ties which have been followed in | Times’ Sunday roundup “The News the net's hot-weather replacement | New York, Chicago and Hollywood 
handling applications. If these pri- | ccen S how a |}of the Week in Review" (which! for the N. Y. Philharmonic Sun Robert E. Sherwood, Fred Coe, 
1, | “ 
| 


ority to cities without TV in sched- Union Pacific Railroad is 
uling of hearings and to put single- picking up the tab. 
station markets ahead of multiple- |= aianaaanann — 








= 


orities were still to be followed, | on a Pulitzer Prize for 1952),| day programs, both series spon-| Worthington Co (Ton Miner 


many cities without TV would be | the regular newspaper feature, sored by Willys Motors Goodman Ace and Sylvester L. 


kept waiting for action contested | story, and the informational, back- “Festivals,” which began in May) (Pat) Weaver Jr., for instance— 
applications while hearings are be- | eC on ien S$ ground story’ And where is the) ang will run through the first Sun-| as possible will attend. Also. in- 
ing held on applications for cities | kind ot coverage that “The March) qay of October, has already pre-| vited are representative radio-tele 
of Time” provided with great suc- 


which already have stations. The | Acquisition last week by ABC- sented a world-premiere portion of | critics to give their vie More 
original priorities were adopted | TV of the lucrative and prestige- cess in radio and in the newsreel | Prokofiev's “War and Peace,” | than 60 persons are expected to be 
before it was possible to determine | loaded U. S. Steel account points field? | played for the first time outside | in attendance. Barry, who'll super- 
what applications would be .Un-| up the fact that the web is experi- Lotsa Subjects lthe Iron Curtain by the Maggio. vise the meet, will call all sessions 
contested and how many stations | encing a snowballing effect in} Recent stories that could use| Musicale orchestra at the Florence | to order 
could be authorized. sales and programming, under|fuller treatment on television,!| Festival Monday, Aug. 31 

Under the new procedure, cities | which each new property is open-| some newsmen indicate, are the Obtaining of the “War and 130 pm.——“Daylime Television, 

{ 


without TV which have been far | ing the way for equally important experiments on mass innoculation | Peace” excerpt, Fassett says, wa or the Profit’ Factor.” Speaker 
’ down in the processing line be- | time and program sales in adja-| against polio, the excess-profits tax) a miracle of luck and persuasion) Adrian Samish, member of NBC's 
cause of small population will be | cent periods. battle and the whole problem of | fowering from a lot of confusion. | creative programming group: Ben 
given priority over larger centers; The network has already ex-| the U. S. budget, the “dust bowl”) After hurrying from Rome = to) Park, program director, NBC, Chi- 
which have at least one station in perienced this snowballing in drought in the Southwest, and an! Fjorence, he Jearned he had been) cago; producer Ted = Mill Dick 
operation. The Commission re-)| yarying degrees on three nigits of | informational profile on the head-) given the wrong time for rehearsal. Pinkham, “Today” exee producer; 
cently departed from the old pri-| the week, with Tuesday, the latest | lime-making activities of Sen.| On his arrival, the musicians had | producer Ted Collins of the Kate 
ority system to bring TV to Ver-| | being of course the most impor Joseph McCarthy. finished and were readying to go Smith Hour; Roger Muir, “lMowdy 





mont. Had it not done so, the two | | tant. Decision by Steel and Only one regular weekly pro-| home for dinner. After much plead-| Doody” producer, and John Rayel, 
applicants for the only VHF chan- | BBD&O, its agency, was reported-| gram, “See It Now’ (now on hiat-| ing, they reluctantly took up their TV program manages 
nel in the state, assigned to Mont- made after American Tobacco; us), attempts this coverage in instruments again — at overtime 4 pim.—‘Competition Analysis 
pelier, would have waited years for | Maer for sponsorship of Danny | depth Its full-hour reportage of | rates—and played 18 minutes, stop- | Public Affairs —A Responsibility.” 
hearings. | Thomas via BBD&O for Tuesdays | the Korean War fast Christmas is) ping in the middle of a bar / Speakers: Davidson Taylor, publie- 
The new priority system sepa-|at 9. While official announcement | still cited as an outstanding tele} In Italy, Fassett says, “the Jan- affairs director; Bill MeAndrew, 
| j e e 


job. But newsmen say there should) guage barrier is nothing compared anager of the news and special 


rates contested applications into | of the decision to go to ABC-TV | eon 
be many more such programs in! to the difference of temperament.” events, and Ed Stanley, manager 


two groups: (a) those from locali-| was held up until Steel had firmed 





ties with no stations on the air; | its production pact with Theatre | an industry that has such great: He found a cessation of all activ. Of public-service progray 
(Continued on page 41) | Guild, officials at NBC-TV," chief eT on the American people. jty from 1 to 4 p.m. every day. On - Tuesday, Sept. 1 

rival of ABC-TV for the account, (( fuinbannbette on page 41) | his first day in Florence, he got a a m1) The Bitter Fact ov the 

| had privately conceded defeat. aa . three fines for parking—before Cost of TV." Gustav Margrat,, tal- 


bd ABC-TV has set an hour-long realizing a sign meant “No Parks (Continued on page 40) 
Vis LAWSUIE VS, versign of “ABC Atbam” for the: Wrigley Cunmed Up On the dun Siw Bak dae be hed to oa . 
States Steel Theatre,” and _ the| wait an afternoon because the po- 
CBS TV P 9 snowballing that sale of Thomas | ‘Johnny Dollar’ Switch, licemen were taking a siesta Four-Show Video 
-1¥ Fentagon 


started may see a quick Sale =| The musical director, who is 


® ’ 
“Album.” Web's TV veep, Alex- Stations Can’t Clear also. producer and commentator 


| ander Stronach, said last week | Vrigley, trying to shift its CBS | fF “Festivals,” has written a mu- 

! Action has been started on a that there are “a couple of hot) pagig program. ‘Wonve Teube (Continued on page 41) ac DG uf oe 
$100,000 suit against the princi-| préspects” to take over sponsor- Johnny Dollar.” from Tuesdays at 
pals involved in CBS-TV’s upcom- ship. Reason being, of course, the 9 p a te Sidews at 8:30 p ny he 








; : Pe: saiog ; ay ‘ , has When “I, Bonino,.” the Fzio Pinza 
ing series on the Army’s Criminal (Continued on page 38) lrun into station clearance prob RAYMOND SWING AS tarrer, goes on NBC-TV air Sept. 
Investigation | Dept., “Pentagon | lems. 12, producer Fred Coe will have 
Confidential. by law firm of | Firm had wanted a quick shift MURROW CONSULTANT four dramatic hows on the. air 
hag Driscoll & Raftery haar he- WILLYS CANCELLING | within a week because it now has weekly. His “Mr. Peepers” returns 
— il oe ree ae age oe ithe “Gene Autry Show” on CBS- Raymond Swing, who has after hiatus Sept. 13, and “Ist Per- 
‘ ~~ Se we submitted the idea BEN HECHT SERIES TV on Tuesdays at 8 p.m., and thus dropped the “Gram” from his son,” summer replacement for 
for the series to the network a feels overexposed on Tuesdays.| name, is returning to network “Life of Riley,” conti: through 
year ago. , Willys Motors, which took on! But local CBS _ Radio stations broadcasting, effective first week Sept. 27, with a good chance for 

Summonses were served this Ben Hecht's “Tales of the City” needed at least 60 days to clear in August, but in the role of spe- another sponsor and t ot for 
week to CBS-TV; packagers. Tal- for symmer sponsorship and a fall time, so Wrigley has to stay with cial consultant to Edward R. Mur- the = fall The Phileo Goodyear 
ent Associates; sponsors, Philip possibility, has decided to drop, “Dollar” at 9 Tuesdays until! row on the latter's radio-tele Playhouse, of cour contin on 
Morris and the Biow Agency, with the show after its hot-weather run | clearances are worked out. shows a year-round basi 
a notice to appear in state supreme of seven programs. CBS-TV pro- The gum company is reportedly First job for Swing, who is now “Bonino” will |} by by 
court in Queens County forthcom- gram is seen on an every-other | doing a slow burn about the whole in Jamaica, will be to take over Philip Morris for Du ( eftes 
ing. Firm will file the complaint Thursday basis, alternating with! situation, especially after it had role of editor of CBS Radio's “This until Oct. 3, when Lady | cr 
thereafter. Attorneys said they'd “Four Star Playhouse” in the been persuaded to buck Berle with I Believe,” which Murrow narrates. steps in as alterna! yonsor. 
also amend the complaint to add 8:30 p.m. spot. Singer takes over Autry, which it did with a great | Show is a five-minute inspirational Show will be written by Robert 
Remington Rand, who signed this the time on a weekly basis with | deal of reluctance. Now Wrigley | series aired weekly. Swing, who'll, Alan Aurthur, who seripted the 
week as alternate sponsor of the “playhouse” in the fall. |} has to wait to have its way on a. also be on the program's editorial | pilot, and David Sha ly Hero,” 
show. Willys had been eyeing the Sat- | radio shift that was necessary board, succeeds Ed Morgan, who's now in the 8 to 6 50 pin Saturday 

Show debuts Aug. 5 with Philip urday at 7 p.m. spot for the Hecht | only because of the Autry change-| leaving the show because of in- spot to be occupied by —Honino, 
Morris, which will bankroll solo series in the fall, but show did not | over from Sundays. creased net duties. | will end Aug. 1, with Di cone 

for five weeks and thereafter al- live up to critical expectations. It’s! Eventually, “Dollar” will shift} Swing, nationally known for his tinuing five more weeks. betore 
ternate with Remington Rand. Pro- | now expected that the firm will! with “Mr. Chameleon,” sustainer | prewar and war broadcasts, had the Pinza = show debuts, with 


gram is broadcast Thursdays from return to a participating sponsor- now in the Friday at 8:30 p.m.| been with the Voice of America Sammy) Kaye's “So You Want to 
10 to 10:30 p.m. ‘ship on “Omnibus.” jspot on the CBS Radio. juntil last May, as commentator. | Lead a Band. 


. 
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SWG Claims Talent Agent-TV Bosses 
‘Without Ethics’; Open Break Is Seen 


Hollywood, July 2!. 
Possibility of an open break be- 
tween the Screen Writers Guild of 


the Authors League of America 
and certain talent agencies looms 
a iit of what the SWG con- 
sicle inethical practices” by the 


wenci which not only represent 
scribblers but also employ them in| 
celf-owned or controlled television 
product on 

In warning agencies, the SWG, 
which contends that such agencie: 
have been hiring writers at below 
SWG inimum scales, did not in 
dicate hat action it will take if 
alleged practices continue. 

One of the agencies involved 
contended that since the Television 
Write: of America, SWQG’s arch 
rival, won an NLRB election for 
network video. scribblers, SWG 
standards are no longer necessarily | 
those of the industry. TWA has 
not yet announced its basic de 
mand 

rhe feeling with the SWG is that 
certain agencie are seeking to 


capitalize on the feud between the 
SWG and TWA, 
fact that the TWA has set neo mini 
mum as yet. 

There's virtually no possibility of 
a concerted stand by the SWG and 
TWA, which only recently wound 
up a bitter election campaign in 
which the comparatively new TWA 
defeated SWG. TWA some time 


ago attempted to invade the ranks | 


of the SWG in the telepix field, | 
when it sought representation at 
Revue Productions, an MCA sub 


sid, but its petition was tossed cut 
by the NLRB on the grounds that 
the TWA lacked adequate repre- 
sentation to warrant a jurisdic 
tional elections 

There has been considerable 
feeling within the SWG rank and 


file for some time against agents | 
who both represent and employ 
writers, with the seribblers won-j 


dering just whose interest is being 
best served in such instances. Some 
time ago, the Screen Actors Guild, 
irate at agents acting as employ 
ers, sought to negotiate an agree 
ment to outlaw such dualism but 
the effort didn’t carry all the way 
at that time. 


FCC’s TV Grants 


| from 
R h )? M k |} installed a new high-powered an- | 
eac ar jtenna. Costs of refurbishing for | 


Washington, July 21. 
Television stations authorized in 
the U. S. and possessions reached 
the 522 


Joe 


continued to dish out permits for 


new outlets. Of the total authori- 


zations, 202 have reached on-the- 


air status. 

Outstanding in the week's batch 
of seven permits was the Commis- 
sion’s authorization of the 19th 
non-commercial educational 
tion, the grantee being the WGBH 


Educational Foundation in Boston. Sawyer station; WVKO-FM, which | Niss, 


as well as on the |} 


Sta- 





+ 


COWAN’S ‘COMEBACK’ 
ON SEALY AGENDA 


Sealy Mattress Co. has bought a 
new Lou Cowan package, “Come- 
back,.”’ for a Friday night exposure 


on ABC-TV in the fall Program 
in which guests who made a come- 
back in some field of endeavor or 
in personal troubles are inter- 
viewed, will air at 9:30 p.m., fol- 
lowing the Paul Hartman starrer 


“Pride of the Family.” 

Sale wraps up ABC-TV commer- 
cially in the 8 to 10 period Friday 
nights, with General Mills holding 
the 8 p.m. spot with Stu Erwin, 
Lambert and Hotpoint alternating 
on “Ozzie & Harriet,” and Bristol- 
Myers and Armour alternating on 
“Family.” For Sealy, it’s the com- 
pany’s second network show, firm 
having bankrolled “Balance Your 
Budget” on alternate weeks on 
CBS-TV this past vear. 


Lots of FM ers 
Folding In Ohio 


Columbus, July 21. 

Three frequency modulation sta- 
tions have gone off the air here in 
the last two months, one of them 
}an FM pioneer. 

At its peak, FM was being uti- 
lized by seven stations here. First 
ito go was WRFD-FM some years 
ago. Two months ago the Crosley 
Broadcasting Corp. discontinued 
WLW-F Its transmitter dupli- 
cated WLW programs from Cin- 
;}cinnati with an antenna on WLW- 
iC’s tower here. WLW-C recently 
shifted from Channe! 3 to 4 and 
ithe changeover resulted in drop- 
ping FM. Additional expense in 
tower changes required to main- 
| tain FM was prohibitive. 
| A month ago WHKC eliminated 
its FM adjunct. Officials figured 
| the station’s AM coverage was suf- 
| ficient, 

More recently WELD, the first 
| FM siation in Ohio and one of the 
|first 12 licensed in the nation, 
called it quits when WBNS-TV, 

whose tower it transmitted, 


FM were considered too high 
| returns gained. 

| WELD was the only FM station 
here which attempted independent 


for 


More re- 
duplicating 


lowed for several years. 
;cently it has been 
| WBNS-radio programs. 
| This leaves the city with three 
| FM_ stations, all of which 
| AM situations of a nature that the 
| stations gain either audience, cov- 
|} erage or time on air with FM. 
| They are: WCOL-FM, the Charles 


| 


| 
| 


NBC SETS 2 MORE 
DAYTIME TV STRIPS 


NBC-TV is adding two more 
soapers to its a.m. strip lineup 
Aug. 3. They are “Three Steps to 


Heaven,” scripted by Irving Ven- 
dig ‘who also does “Perry Ma- 
son”), at 11:30 a.m., and “Follow 
Your Heart,” 
Carrington (of “Pepper Young’s 
“amily” and  ‘“Rosemary’’), at 
11:45. Both shows will originate in 
New York, 

Preceding soapers are both 
hicago shows, “Hawkins Falls” at 
l1 am. and “The Bennetts” at 
ee 3 


7 


C 
] 
l 


Authors League 


In Counter-Move 


Vs. Indie TWA 


To meet the threat of the in- 
dependent Television Writers of 
America, which recently won 


NLRB jurisdiction 
“live” tele network the 


Authors League of America is 
pushing reorganization plans to set 
its house in unified order. 

Aim is to achieve blanketing 
writers in any field—film, tele, 
radio, print or legit—with a min- 
imum of red tape and maximum 
protection, an appeal that may be 
attractive to ALA’s Radio Writers 
Guild, which has been plumping 
for one broadcasting union. RWG 
leaders recently asked the ALA to 
approach the TWA on a possible 
merger, saying they were out to 
seek one guild—‘“within the League 
if possible, outside if necessary.” 

ALA plans seem to be bypass- 
ing the TWA, however. Instead, 
the ALA’s’7 Television Writers 
Group last week went on record 
asking for guild status. This is 
now possible, by a recent constitu- 
tional change, with approval by 
the League Council and a majority 
vote of the League membership. 
Heretofore, membership of a new 
guild had to be approved unani- 
mously by the other ALA guilds, 
and with RWG objecting the TWG 


over 
writers, 


didn't have a chance. 

The TWG is now administering 
League television contracts, live 
and film, in the East, with the 


Television Writers Group of the 
ALA’s Screen Writers Guild per- 
forming the same functions on the 
Coast. Presumably the two tele 
groups wiil be joined in one tele 
guild, but further ALA unification 
will be needed to mollify the 


/'RWG's demand for one broadcast- 


mark last week as the FCC | programming, which system it fol- | 


ing union. 
Executive committee of the 

ALA’s TWG consists of chairman 

Edward Mabley, Joseph Cochran, 


/Max Ehrlich, Ruth K. Friedlich, 


have | 


| 
| 
| 


Larry Markes, Oliver W. Nicoll, 
Margaret Weiss, and Max Wilk. 
Members of subcommittees are (on 
credit arbitration) chairman Elihu 
Winer. Don Ettlinger, Stanley 
Peggy Phillips and Lynn 


The authorization gives Boston its| originally was an FM-only opera-| Shubert, and (on grievance) chair- 


third VHF outlet and its 


fourth 
station (a UHF permit was granted 


tion and acquired a daytime 
license in the last year; 


AM | man 
and | David 


Kendall Clarke, 
Marcia Drennan 


William 
Davidson, 


several months ago to E. Anthony | WOSU-FM, the Ohio State U. sta-| and Robert Mason Pollock. 


& Son). 


cations, including CBS. 


A commercial VHF chan- 
nel is still to be assigned, follow- | 
ing hearings on competitive appli- 


tion 


Carroll to CBS-TV In 


Among commercial permits is P 
sued was one to theatreman Ted | . -P ’ | 
Gamble’s Mt. Mood Radio & TV] Writer roullcer Pact’ 
Broadcasting Corp. in Portland, | Hollywotd, July 21. 








Ore. The authorization was granted 
without prejudice to the contest- 
ing applicant ‘Pioneer Broadcast- 
ers, Inc.) for channel 6 requesting 
permission to acquire negative con- 
> trol in Mt. Hood. 

Other permits went to Cal Tel 


Carroll Carroll, who has been a 


1946, has signed an exclusive pro- 
ducer-writer pact with CBS-TV, 
reporting to the net immediately. 
| His first assignment will be the 
new Bob Crosby daytime teeveer 





Co., San Francisco; WTTM, Tren- the web is developing. He'll also 
ton, N. J.; WFMZ (FM), Allen- work on other properties. 
town, Pa.; KRGV, Weslaco, Tex.: | — 
and KTVW, Wichita Falls. 

Examiners’ decisions were also M : : } 
issued favoring applications of | axine Keith Airer 
Joliet TV, Inc., Joliet, Ill: Wilson With Barry Gray back = on 


Enterprises, Inc., Worcester, Mass.; 


and WROL’ Knoxville. Tenn. WMCA, N. Y., with 


jlate night interview 


his two-hour 
and chatter 





a D |stint Monday through Saturdays, | 
Reno Preps TV Bow station | 


has signed Maxine Keith 


aces tel Reno, July 21. | for the Sunday time with a two-| 
enos first television station.| hour gab show at midni 

KZTV, should be airborne by|...., -— . omen. - 
Sept. 15. ~ |originates from the studio; no 


restaurant spot this semester so 
far. 


Miss Keith, who handles radio- 


Finai clearance was granted by 
FCC last week, when it approved 
transfer of ownership control, and |} 
a change of site for the transmit- TV publicity for Broadway legit 
ter Approval was given to attractions, will include reviews of 
Nevade Redio Telovision-Ce, -Inen + plays -in- the programn 


' 


Ward Wheelock veepee here since , 


TWA’s Overwhelming Vote 
Hollywood, July 21. 

The indie Television Writers of 
America’s contemplated absorption 
of Radio Writers Guild members 
has been made possible by an 
overwhelming vote of TWA mem- 
bers, 
He said that 98.7% 
and Coast members had approved 
a bylaw change to include AM 
scribblers. 

TWA board of 
Thursday (23) 
on the change of constitution and 
various plans for “getting radio 
writers into the TWA, taking over 
existing contracts.”” Plans will be 
presented to the membership at a 
meeting July 28. 


Hoins Exits DuMont, 
Back to ‘Amateur Hour’ 


Jack Hoins has ankled the Du- 
Mont publicity department to re- 
turn to the Ted Mack ‘Original 
Amateur Hour” unit as continuity 
coordinator and a 
staffer. 





He had been with Mack and the | 


initial “Family Hour” radio and 


TV shows for four years before | 
ss ernneeee4 joining DuMent.-« ~«--+--.-.--~40f name talent.--..--. 


freelance | 





He said some of the biggest 


female,” he brooded. 


Alaska Radio Beckons Femmes 


Roy V. Smith, spot sales manager for Alaska Radio Sales, N. Y., 
returned home this week after a seven-week voyage to Alaska, 
happy that the hix CBS stations he represents in the Alaska Broad- 
casting System are doing an “all-time high business,” but worried 
over the growing shortage of femme radio talent up there. 


sales come from Mary Margaret 


yet ‘ining | McBride-type hausfrau shows conducted on each station by an 
written by Elaine | American gal. “‘But the population in Alaska is 60% male to 40°; 


“No sooner does a gal get settled into her 


job on a station than she latches onto a husband and they take 


off to settle in Guam or Honolulu. 


It’s a happy hunting ground 


for lonely American husband-seekers.” 
Smith, safely accompanied on the trip by his wife of two years 


marriage ‘a Chicago girl) 


| found the weather 
Madison Ave 
stifling humidity 
From a permanent population 
dents, he says 
the past 12 months. 
In Anchorage, he found, local 


Fact that 50 national U. S. 


travelled from Seattle up north aboard 
the yacht of Alaska Broadcasting System owner Bill Wagner. 


He 


“far more gorgeous” than that prevailing on 
63 degrees by day, 40 degrees by night, and no 


of over 200,000 and 100,000 resi- 


his six stations have grossed well over $750,000 in 
KFUD, Anchorage, 


alone netted $138,000. 
merchants are spending $2 per 


person on radio advertising, as compared to the U. S. average of $1. 
advertisers are now spending on 


his stations—KFRB, Fairbanks, KINY, Juneau, KTKN, Ketchikan, 
KIFW, Sitka, KIBH, Seward and KFUD, Anchorage—is a sign 
that ad agencies no longer consider it a land of ice and snow, he 


says. 
at least 


While up there, he met advertising and sales managers of 
10 major companies, including General 


Motors, Kraft, 


Carnation Milk, Pan-American Airways and Union Oil of California. 














‘WOR-TV’s Sponsor For 
‘N.Y, Page 1’ Panel Show 


Michaels Bros., N. Y. furniture 
and appliance chain, will sponsor a 
new news panel show, “New York, 
Page One,” starting in September 
on WOR-TV, N. Y. Program, to 
|be packaged through Beacon Ad- 
vertising, will consist of a modera- 
tor and two reporters from Gotham 
dailies interviewing a headline per- 


sonality, and will air Mondays trom | 


ii to 11:15 p. m. 

Moderator will probably be Don 
Passante, who handles the station’s 
“America Speaks” forum show, 


NBC ‘Cumulative’ 
Accent Into High 


NBC's Audience Measure Divi- 
sion is hitting the cumulative-audi- 
ence angle hard, something that 
Life magazine began several years 
ago. 

Latest research and_ planning 
bulletin from the net reveals Niel- 
sen Radio Index Index data on 
long-term turnover of radio audi- 


ence and frequency of listening, 
with special emphasis on NBC’s 
“News of the World” program, 


sponsored by Miles. 

Show reached approximately 
2,500,000 homes with its average 
broadcast between October, 1952. 
and March, 1953, but reached 17,- 





| 500,000 different homes at least 
once .during 12 weeks of the 
period, for a 12-week audience 


turnover of 6.7. 

17,500,000 homes which were ex- 
posed to the program in 12 weeks 
heard an average of nine broad- 
'costs, with Miles thereby receiv- 
ing over 156,000,000 impressions. 

Also revealed was that “News 
of the World” reached 69° of the 
radio-only homes in TV areas and 


7 Return UHF Permits to FCC Due | 
To Set Conversion, Web Headaches 


+ 


‘ Washington, July 21 

| Difficulties in securing network 
| affiliation and problems of conver- 
| sion of VHF sets are causing more 
|and more UHF applicants to turn 
|in their TV construction permits 
|}and drop plans for building sta- 
tions. Following surrender of the 
| first permit by a station on the air 
|(WROV-TV in Roanoke, Va.), au- 
| thorizations were relinquished 
|; vesterday (Mon.) by WHHH in 
| Warren, O., and WWOD in Lynch- 
burg, Va. 


| These brought to six 
ithe number of UHF permits re- 
| turned. 

Roanoke _ station advised the 


| Commission last week that its op- 
| eration is “economically unsound” 
and that it would join the contest 
for the remaining VHF channel 
available. The outlet got into op- 
eration. in February as an ABC 
| affiliate after WSLS-TV went on 
air with a VHF signal and NBC 
and CBS affiliations. 

Lynchburg permittee decided 
| that the “risk is too great” to go 
|ahead with UHF _ construction. 
Viewers in Lynchburg, which is 45 
miles from Roanoke, are able to 
tune in WSLS-TV. 

Warren permittee told the FCC 
that factors of programming, po- 
tential advertising and conversion 
of VHF receivers caused it to drop 
UHF plans. Warren is within re- 
ception range of Cleveland’s three 
VHF and Youngstown's two UHF 
stations, 


KING’s Northwest 
TV Educ. Institute 


Seattle, July 21. 
KING-TV here will sponsor an 
| Educational Television Institute 
| Aug. 16 through Aug. 22 to explore 

| best possible use of television. 
Many educational TV experts 
from all parts of the country will 
| be here to participate in the insti- 
j tute, including Dr. Keith Tyler, 








prexy Dick Powell reported. | 
of New York | 


directors meets | 
to discuss a ballot | 


production | 


56° in the radio homes in non-TV | director of the Institute for Educa- 
areas. tion by Radio and Television at 


|; Ohio State Univ.; Ray Stewart, 

- executive producer, WOI-TV, Iowa 

CBS PAYING $25 000 | State College, Ames, Ia.: Gertrude 
| pet, | Broderick, consultant for radio and 

FOR SAROY AN OUTPUT TV, United States Office of Educa- 

| tion; Bill Sener, director of Educa- 

Hollywood, July 21. | tional station KUSC, Los Angeles: 

Hubbell Robinson, CBS veepee Kathleen Lardie, director of radio 
on TV network programming,|and_ television, Detroit Public 
called in William Saroyan to see | Schools; Betty Girling, director, 
how interested he'd be in writing | Minnesota School of the Air. Min- 
originals for Columbia exclusively. | neapolis; Judith Waller. producer 





| Would he be allergic to $25,000 | of “Ding Dong School.” and public 
| for his literary output per annum? service and educational director 
He would not and autographs were for NBC, Chicago, and Margaret 
exchanged, Seigley, coordinator of television 
| Term deal calls for originals for Oklahoma City Schools. 

with an occasional go at directing. | Representatives from Seattle 
But no songwriting, Robinson be-| Public Schools, King County 


came interested in Saroyan when 
he learned that the six plays he 
did fer “Omnibus” were the most 
popular of the series. 

First assignment for the pet of 
, the Armenian literati is to whip up | attend. 
an hour Christmas show to be tele-| Classes for the nearly 300 regis- 
cast from Hollywood with a cast | trants will be held in KING stu- 
+ dios end-at- Seaitie- public sehools - 


| Schools, University of Washington, 
|Seattle University and = Seattle 
| Pacific College, in addition to mem- 
| bers of local and out of town civic, 
social and professional groups will 
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LAST CALL! 


Tell your success story to the men who BUY TIME 





AND TALENT! 





Tell it when Advertising Agencies and sponsors 
plan their programs for the new 1953-54 RADIO 


AND TELEVISION SEASON. 
Tell it NEXT WEEK, JULY 29TH, in the 
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21ST PRECINCT | AQUATENNIAL RADIO SHOW REPORT FROM WHITE HOUSE, FHFFEFFFFEF EFF EFISIOF ISOS OF PPFE+ OE Fsessessesscens sy 
With Everett Sloane, nee bal pri eng be ad pees. Lad I saree Pa nie P e 
; leeks, Bob Readick, George u Ann Simms, McGuire Sisters f , Ne rooks, Josep ; 
i et Ken Lynch, Linda Wat- (3), Cedric Adams, Bob DeHav- Fox, James C. Hagerty, Ray | From the roduction Centres 
4 kins, Elaine Rost en, Clellan Card, Bob Mantzke’s Quinn ; 
¥ Program Supervisor; Norman “Choralaires” (55), Bert Hanson, Producer: Tom Wilson 
Frank Joan Iden, Tony Grise, Andre & 25 Mins.; Wed., 10:35 p.m. £444 POPP 4O44444444446446464444444 





Producer: John Ives i 
Director-Writer: Stanley Niss 


Delphine, Jeanie Arland, Winni- 
peg Bagpipe Band (22), Wally 


NBC, from Washington 
The latest Louis G. Cowar pack- 





IN NEW YORK CITY... 


39 Mins.; Tues., 9:30 p.m, Olson Orch, (22) age poses two questions: vanced 
Sustaining | Producers-directors: Bob McKin-, How many more political com-! Guitarist-vocalist Chuck Wayne replacing vocalist Mary Osborne on 
CBS, from N. Y. sey, Ed Viehman mentary and news shows out of| woRs’ “Jack Sterling Show” while she vacations’ for two weeks . 


91st Precinct,” a documentary- 
«tvie drama about life in a New 
York police precinct, obviously is 
CBS-Radio’s answer to NBC's 
“Dragnet If the second in the 
ceries caught last Tuesday (14) is 


Writer: Viehman 
120 Mins.; Sat. (18), 8 p.m. 
PARTICIPATING 
WCCO, Minneapolis 

In the era of the intruding TV 
ogre it’s apparent again that WCCO 





Washington will the public and 
sponsors buy? Second: What can 
be done to improve “Report From 
the White House” 
make it one of them? 


Washington’s the home of the 


sufficiently to| 


| Edwin H. Pewers named national publicity director of the American 
|Red Cross. With the organization since 1935, he’ll operate out of 
Washington ... Harry Wismer set to air four special broadcasts of 
the Tam O'Shanter golf tourneys early next month on Mutual ... 
Strauss Stores signed for sponsorship of Joe Franklin’s “Memory Lane” 











me salen : ase a .»|airer on WINS via William Warren, Jackson & Delaney agency ; 

S orm 1, aoe |radio still has not been afflicted tages me = oo Philip Landwehr, ex-Monroe Greenthal agency staffer, joined WWRIL 
ao have matched Jack Webb's lpn A eae yearn Magy ace a the White ‘el falls pretty | merchandising department . . . Publicist Walter Kaner named _pub- i 
pack: e successfully down to the Conti Le! _ te - big Shier ie ,|much into the standard pattern. | licity director of N. Y. State Jewish War Veterans ... Leigh Kamman, 
last. authentic, understated detail- aap coe a? A Blas & “ag A Its novelty is that it is built |emcee of WOV’s “1280 Club,” off to Fire Island for two weeks’ vaca- | 
ing of police procedure and the into the rear by the birash video _#round the White House. It deals| tion . . . WWRL program chief Fred Barr off to Poconos for a week. é 
curtain-line explanation: =“ Names | 7 owcomer that’s supposed to have | With the impact and doings of the} rt Linkletter planed into N. Y. from Paris last Saturday (18) } 
have been changed to protect the | (hed broadcast dominance. In President on national government | yyargaret Brown with radio sales promotion staff of Edward Petry 
innocent imitation seems bla-| fact, upon occasion, as in this in- and international affairs, with | Babe Didrickson Zaharias made her first broadcast since her recent ; 

Though the — tt = nackage js | Stance, it even steals the play away ae attempt at lightness here an illness on John Derr’s CBS Radio sportscast Saturday (18) .. . Irene 
ant, ocean cane t. Syd-|from its young competing rival. aa ig P .,| Beasley, whose “Grand Slam” winds up a seven-year run for Conti- 
entirely original in concept. Syd gore ; ; , Its prime weakness is that it | DC@S*€¥,w ‘eee th A. id Th — 
ney Kingsley touched off the cops-| This sixth annual two-hour Aqua- stands as a very cluttered show | nental Baking Aug. ,_ has another package idea... Thomas G. 
ortrayed-with-authenticity trend | tennial show, played before an Au- with tee’ many gimmicks and too | Brennan, formerly with Young & Rubicam, now active in sales and 
in his Broadway play, “Detective | ditorium capacity audience of 10.- many people. creative activities of Frank Cooper Associates . . . George Bristol, ad 
Story.” Even before that, pack- | 000 that paid up to $6 a ducat and In 25 minutes it manages to| and sales promotion director of CBS Radio, spending a month's vaca- 
ager Phillips H. Lord was trying | also sent in its entirety over the | pack in all of these: An announcer, | tion at his Connecticut home . . . “Suspense” and “People Are Funny” 
to peddle a similar package which alr, marks another of the compara- Ray Quinn, who also does a little | renewed on AM by their sponsors, Electric Auto-Lite and Mars 
finally emerged as one of TV's | tively frequent WCCO radio ten- plain and fancy news reporting|Cyrus Nathan, formerly with Foote, Cone and Belding, now Biow 
earliest drama series, about | de- | strikes calculated to strengthen its | here and there: a regular staff of | veepee .. . Martin M. C. Spitz, account rep of the Mexican J. Walter 
fendants in a courtroom, “The | high fwin Cities position and to|three—Ray Scherer, NBC White | Thompson Co., visiting N. Y. headquarters and clients this week . 
Black Robe. it’s ancestry | coat it_ very much in the lime- House Correspondent; Merriman| Allan M. Wilson and George P. Ludlam have been appointed directors- 

No mate eae he nstaygel = ; Smith, White House correspondent | at-large of the national public service Advertising Council . . . Grace 
— ae The one quality that | MR ens ep ty rma | past ye for United Press, and Ned Brooks,| Keddy has been added to cast of “Just Plain Bill” .-.. Mary Jane 
‘istinguisies it feom “Dragnet” 18 sel'and Ks own Clelan Cad suo-  Semrictator on NBC's “Three | itighy, Cathleen Cordell, Sydney Smith, Mildred Clinton and Peees 
that it interrupts its story line COn-| nlying the comedy, ace staffers and also interview a weekly guest; Stanley have joined cast of “Front Page Farrell. 
tinuously to inject episodes which | Cedric Adams and Bob DeHaven | the weekly guest, a figure in Gov- Joe Field, publicity director for Compton ad agency, returns from 
suggest the grinding routine Of @| contributing some of the topdrawer|ernment. It was White MHouse| his Easthampton, L. I., vacation July 27... Jim Boerst, operator of 
real-life police captain, and thus |emceeing and airwave stars Lu| press secretary James C. Hagerty | Executives Radio-TV Service, Larchmont, N. Y., issued the 4th édition 
make him seem all the more |Ann Simms and the. McGuire Sis | for the first one; a guest newsman) of his semi-annual Time Buyers Register, containing names of 1,700 
human int mavely depleted | and stellar local performers Cho- | to make the regular panel of three | time buyers and over 5,000 accounts they handle. . 

rhe simple P ~ pr Heed Everett ralaires, Bert Hanson, Jean Iden,|a quartet. For the first week it Tex McCrary and Jinx Falkenburg leaving for a month in Bermuda 
oe an immigrant ae, Suh y Fic Br, magnon Mere | was a * Faas 0 So | next Saturday (25). They've taped their shows in advance wa Perry i 
mother Barbara Weeks, to reveal ing caer dieu cae for’ nie jan Senin Ra And be fo ae Fiske co-starring with Gertrude Warner on “Armstrong ‘I heatre of v 
the whereabouts of her tough son, ; 4 eae oe’ "| | Today” next Saturday (25) ... Durward Kirby fishing in Vermont ’ 


Bob Readick, escaped from the po- 
lice station. Miss Weeks was out- 
standing as she gave Niss’ realistic 
dialog just the right flavor and nu- 
ances of a bewildered ‘mother. 
Sloane, too, gave a sensitive por- 
travyal of the weary, yet patient, 
cop. The supporting players, Law- 
son Zerbe, George Petrie, ’ Ken 
Lynch, Linda Watkins and Elaine 
Rost, were good in contributing at- 
mosphere to the surroundings. 


and ether audience, doing the sta- 
tion proud, 


It was no mean accomplishment , 


for the show to measure up to its 
illustrious predecessors which en- 
listed such talents as those of Bob 
Hope, Arthur Godfrey, Eddie Can- 
tor, Edgar Bergen, Ken Murray, 
Garry Moore and Dennis Morgan. 

Considering the brief time for 
putting the show together and re- 
hearsing, its smooth runging, swift 


eral cutins of tape recordings. The 
first week’s included the voices of 
President Eisenhower, Secretary 
of State John Foster Dulles, and 
Assistant Secretary of State Wal- 
ter Robertson, just back from his 
mission to Korea where he wan- 
|gled Syngman Rhee into agreeing 
lto a truce, 

| The show was set for Wednes- 
| days because the President has his 
press conferences on that day. It 
~ felt that this would provide 


. Mutual ad-pub v. p. Bob Schmid to Coast ... Frank Cooper in 
supervising expansion of his N. Y. offices . . . Bob Grebe joined Mu- 
tual press department, replacing outgoing Bill Diehl. Grebe’s an ex- 
tradepaper reporter. 

Oops! Last week’s Variety story on “Original Amateur Hour” sellout 
in Kansas City referred to K. C. blackout because of TV station strike. 
Call letters should have read WDAF-TV, not KSD-TV,. (Latter station 
is in St. Louis.) 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 





; ; s~hind-the-scenes | pacj >yner ini ; ; , Aloha Thompson's Cornwell Jackson from Hawaii, “I should’ve stayed 
Admittedly, behind the-scenes | pacing, expert routining and SpOn-|the panel with plenty of materia} a : ” tg, . 
life of a cop coping with crime is|taneity put producers-directors | ine pr ser le yaa P asians "Poney | home.” At an island wassail he bent elbows with Eddie Cantor, Joan 
absorbing. But the true story of | Bob McKinsey and Ed Viehman | gisenhower failed to meet with the | Davis, Bill Bendix, Bob Crosby, Cliff Arquette, Perry Botkin, Walter 


the keepers of the law, along with 
that of the newspaper reporter, Is 
currently being overdone, If o BS 
can do such a fine job with 21st 
Precinct,’ then perhaps it might 
begin giving the same authentic ra- 
dio treatment to other professions 
equally pregnant with human inter- 
est—the preacher, the druggist, the 
truant officer, the labor leader, 
even the bank manager. Rask. 





eral other of the performers also | “Hail to the Chief,” Ray Quinn's 
TRANS-ATLANTIC BRIEFING made two or more appearances. announcement and then Ray 
With Bill Sprague, Romney Whee Borge, of course, netted yaks|Scherer’s summary of White| [N CHICAGO... 


er, Frank Bourgholtzer, 

Begon, Morgan Beatty 
Preducer: Joe Meyer 
30 Mins.; Sun., 3:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
NBC, from N. Y. 

NBC news division has hit on 
an interesting and informative 
manner of presenting and discuss- 
ing the news and its significance, 
via a five-way hookup between 
NBC correspondents in key foreign 
capitals and the U. S. Initialer 
had Morgan Beatty from Washing- 


and stager Bill Shepherd in line 
for orchid tossing. Holding a vast 
amount of entertainment, the feast 
of fun, song and music played 
flawlessly. 

As hitherto, WCCO split the 
show into four 30-minute segments, 
each of which had a different spon- 
sor. Borge and Jessel worked in 
and out of each portion and took 
turns in guiding the divisions. Sev- 


with his usual satirical spoofing, 
dry humor and buffoonery, his fa- 
miliar phonetic punctuation and 
grand opera travesty landing en- 
thusiastic audience response. Much 
of his clowning and shenanigans, 
however, necessarily was lost to 
the air audience and more of his 
serious ivory massaging might 
have been in order. 

Most of Jessel's well-told stories 
didn't seem too aptly chosen for 
this particular occasion and some 


newsmen on the day of the open- 
ing show (15) which probably 
| cramped the style of “Report 
|From the White House” a little. 
| On the other hand, it happened to 
be the day Dulles and Robertson 
went to the White House to give 
the President a fill-in on Robert- 
son’s Korean trip, so there was 
sufficient material. 

Show opens with a few bars of 


House news, including the Presi- 
dent's schedule for that day. Then 
Brooks and Fox built up the Rob- 
ertson visit to the White House 
which was followed by the Dulles 
and Robertson recordings. A bit 
more news, then Merriman Smith 
on the significance of the break- 
fast and lunch the President had 
that day with the members of the 
House and Senate appropriations 
committees. 

Brooks again on what fine re- 
lations Ike has been enjoying with 





“Pop” Guedel and Don Quinn . . . Every manner of welcoming device 
greeted the return of John K. West to his sanctum sanctorum after 
three months in the canyons of Manhattan. Bob Welch festooned his 
desk with a miniature orange tree sprouting pennies. Welcome Home 
signs were spread from the airport to Radio City . .. Polly Kaufman 
| pulled out of KFI’s publicity direction and Jack Littleton moved up 
from promotion . . . Gloria Brizari, executive secretary of KBIG on 
Catalina Island, looked beyond the sea around her and saw nothing 
more inviting than Catalina so she’s vacationing there, hard by the 
transmitter ... Bruce Wendell put away his Air Force wings and 
grounded at KFI where he'll combine announcing with deejaying. 


Les Lear resting at home following a week and a half hospitalization 
for phlebitis .. . Bill Fligel celebrating his 20th anni on WBBM’s 
engineering staff . . . Schonenfeld, Huber & Green agency to handle 
radio-TV advertising for Sterling Insurance Co., of Chi... “Ozzie” 
Westley, music director at WLS for past 20 years, leaving Chi to make 
his home in Boca Raton, Fla. . . . ABC flack chief, Ell Henry vacation- 
ing at home for rest of July ... Don Allen and Bob Grant sharing 
WBBM newsman Fahey Flynn’s radio chores while the latter vacations 
. . “National Farm and Home Hour” honored by American Veter- 
inary Medical Assn. now conventioning in Toronto ... Latest Pulse 
report rates Julian Bentley's midday newscast most popular show in 
Chi radio . . . Northwestern U. professor Dr. Irving Lee to be guest 





ton subbing for Bob McCormick | of his wit fell a little flat here. But,| Congress, with Smith backstop-| Speaker at NBC Summer Radio Institute banquet on July 31. 
in Frankfurt; future shows = te be les set sige Mi was sharp | ping. Then a tape recording of 

have McCormick and Sunday's (19) | extemporaneously at times and, on | Ike addressing a luncheon of Re- Tt mV 

Jineup: Romney Wheeler’ from balance, boasted a good laugh} publican members of Congress. IN MINNEAPOLIS ’ 4s 

London, Frank Bourgholtzer from | score. Also, his vocal impressions | Next Joe Fox on how the Presi- 


Paris, Jack Begon from Rome and 


of Al Jolson and Eddie Cantor had 





| dent is trying to get on with Con- 


Lloyd Bolkoom graduated from fioorman to director after seven 
months at WCCO-TV ... 


) Oe ee eee a aggre val : WMIN broadcast eight radio shows daily 
Bill Sprague coordinating in N. Y.| ‘em cheering and his masterly em-| gress. Then Smith on the mood) ,;.. ; bn a a : a. ally 

Aside from the obvious advan-|ceeing and narrating were plus|of the White House (‘“watchful- a may + ane to a oo golf tournament In which country’s 
tages of such a setup—the on-the- | factors. /ness and prayerful hopes”). Finally | ©@@!"8 Players participated ...E. W. Ziebarth, WCCO radio news 


spot availability of reactions and 
opinions to news developments in 
the foreign capitals—the informal- 
ity of the session provides its key 
attraction. 


onions, they know how to express 
themselves, and they do, not with- 
out some show of heat at times. It 
all adds up to fascinating listening 
for the average listener as well as 


Thrushes Simms, the McGuires, 
| Hanson, Grise and Iden had 
smooth sailing with such numbers 
as “Honey in the 


The informative corre- | Wouldn't Want It Any Other Way,” | 
spondents know their diplomatic | “I Believe,” 


“I'm Sitting on Top 
,Of the World,” “Siboney,” ‘Walk- 


jing Behind You” and “Mr. Cotton- | 
Jeanie Ar-| 


| picker.” Pianistics of 
i|land, Andre & Delphine’s dancing 
flesh audience) and the 


oy Mga & 


the show's big surprise, uncover- 
ing Hagerty as the day’s guest. The 
pane] tosses up soft questions 
| which the guest belts for bingles 
until the time runs out. 

As it stands today, this show is 
| like a lot of film footage before it 
has been cut. Lowe. 


‘CITY HALL—NEW YORK 
| With Julian 


analyst and U. of Minnesota assistant professor, appointed dean of 
the summer school ... Doc Evans Dixieland Band Starting regular 
KSTP-TV show following successful guest appearance on station's 
|“Experiment” program ... Rosalie Nygaard and Maelyn Hanson, 
| WCCO staffers, prospective October brides . . . WCCO-TV personality 
| John Gallos and his wife enjoying a fortnight New York vacation .. . 
WCCO radio sportscaster Babe LeVoir, onetime a Minnesota football 
| great, father of a seven-pound son. 


IN SAN FRANCISCO... 





lifor the “ . J Anthony, as com- 
the foreign affairs expert. | Olson orchestra all were on the! mentator - ' P , 

Cornerstone of the discussion on | credit side. Especial highlights | Producer: Donald Coe cunts a ates Soe TY guesting during engagement at the 
the initialer was the news from | Were the vocal numbers of Mant- | Writer: Anthony | a? 2s Marjorie King’s quarter-hour KNBC show 
Korea that the Communists had zke’s Choralaires, a local group of | 15 Mins.; Friday, 6:45 p.m. | exte nded to half hour, Monday thru Friday ‘ee Buddy Baer in for a 
agreed to go ahead on preparations | 55 femme singers, who have won Sustaining ; | Visit with brother Max on latter's KLX show . . . Ventriloquist Bruce 
for a truce. In bringing out the | international prominence for their; WABC, New York | Sedley preemed (18) “Bruce and the Professor” on Oakland’s KROW 
reaction to the news from the vari- | ensemble work. } Considering the dramatic jock-|.. . “Rockin’ Time” celebrated two air years on KXOB, Stockton ... 


ous capitals, Sprague not only was 


able to get the immediate opinions | 
of the key Western diplomatic of- | 


fices, but found a heated discus- 


sion touched off when Wheeler re- | 


ported the British still distrusted 
Syngman Rhee. Beatty lost his 
temper; Bourgholtzer shrugged it 
off in the Parisian manner 
Begon pitched in the Italian feel- 
ing on the matter. 

In point of view of articulate- 
ness, timeliness and informative- 
ness, NBC has hit upon a top prop- 
erty, and a nighttime exposure 
might give it a better showcase. 

~ Chan, 


and | 


These WCCO salutes to the lo- 
cal celebration not only are profit- 
able to the station (note the $6 
| scaie and four sponsors), but they 
also perform a public service in 
helping to publicize and promote 
the Aquatennial, an annual sum- 
;mer mardi gras here, throughout 
the area. They come under the 
j heading of public relations, too, 
| because such locally produced two- 
|}hour shows, furnishing such fine 
| entertainment and affording oppor- 
tunities to see and hear the enter- 
|tainment world’s foremost. stars, 
| Should endear the station to the 
} populace, Rees. 


eying and bucking now prevailing 
'in New York City’s mayoralty race, 
this commentary on the local po- 
| litical scene is as dead as the gift 
stogie of a yesteryear’s beaten 
candidate. 

It may be that the stanza will 
liven up when it begins to conduct 
interviews with the politico lead- 
ers, but on the initialer last Friday 
(17) writer-commentator Julian 
Anthony floundered about in a re- 
hash of last week’s newspaper stor- 
ies and ancient history § about 
N.Y.’s past mayors. His radio voice 
is pleasant to take, but his vague 

j (Continued on page 40) 


Two newsies for KNBC: “World News, Feature Edition”; “In the Minds 
of Men,” presented by Local World Affairs Council . . . KNBC’s Doug 
Pledger bowed on KGO-TV's “Bridge With the Experts’ ... .KGO 
Bossman Vince Francis vacationing . . . Account Executive Bill An- 
drews (former announcer of “One Man’s Family”) celebrated 25 KNBC 
years... Margerie Wheat resigned KGO for European vacation. 
| Marilyn Griffin replaces . . . Shirley Lewis joined station's sales staff. 


IN PHILADELPHIA . . . 


Eight WIP employes blend their speaking voices in a brand new 

| feature called “3 D Station Breaks.” A dozen different types of call 

letters and station breaks, all read in unison by the WIP octet, have 

already been processed and are ready for use. The stunt was conceived 

and directed by WIP Program Director Murray Arnold ... The Fort 
(Continued on page 38) 
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EXPERIMENT ONE 

(The Ties Have It) 

With Bob Kelly, Carter Wallace, | 
Susan Levin, Joe Thomas, Al 
Herndon, Earle Reeves, Wanda 
Robertson, Charlotte Rice, Phyi- 
lis Sapero 

Producer-Writer: Bob Kelly 

Director: Bob Jones 

30 Mins.: Sun., 10 p.m. 

Sustaining 





WBAL-TV, Baltimore 

WBAL-TV made a_ noteworthy 
attempt at essaying straight dra- | 
matie fare with its Easter Sunday 
presentation of “The Stone,” a re- 
ligious video play penned by Bob 
Jones, WBAL-TV staff director-an- 
nouncer. .Encouraged by the suc- 
eess of this half-hour sustainer, the 
station is now experimenting fur- 
ther with a showcase for dramatic 
programming in this late Sabbath 
evening presentation labeled “Ex- 
periment One.” 

Tentative plans calling for a 
once monthly production of an 
orizinal script hinge on the avail- 
ability of suitable material and 
here is where the station will find 
it expedient to proceed with cau- | 
tion. Where Jones’ Easter opus 
projected a simple and direct 
theme with good visual appeal, the 
current offering, written by an- 
other WBAL-TV director, Bob Kel- 
ly, will do little to further the sta- 
tion’s efforts to find an audience 
for locally originating drama. 

Teleplay was a confusion of sa- 
tire, fantasy and precocity that 
quickly eneouraged viewers to 
seek more palatable viewing else- 
where on the dial. Plot dealt with 
a writer who specializes in plagiar- 
ism. Currently under the influence 
of Saroyan, he stumbles into a bar 
frequented by deliberately Sar- 
oyanesgue characters. The title of 
the play refers to a pile of color- 
ful ties that the writer uses to 
suggest color to him. Finding in- 
spiration from various playwrights, | 
he “writes color” into a young 
man’s life in the form of a girl} 
and as the coupie happily leave | 
the bar, the writer resolves to| 
abandon Saroyan and write next in 
the style of Maxwell Anderson. 
Author could profit by becoming 
more adept at the plagiarism that 
he is satirizing. Symbolism of the 
ties is far’ too obvious. 


While acting for the Easter show | 
was effective, Kelly's effort was 
hampered by uneven thesping. In| 
the part of the writer, the author 
projected an affable personality 
but couldn’t disguise the basic 
weaknesses in his own writing. 
Earle Reeves scored in a small part 
though stymied by camera work 
which confined itself for the most 
part to his back (perhaps a “‘di- 
rectorial touch”). Joe Thomas suf- 
fered from miscasting as the bar- | 
tender while Carter Wallace and 
Susan Levin were weak as the| 
young couple. 

Direction by Bob Jones’ was 
static. Sole plus asset of the en- 
tire layout was the authentic look- | 
ing barroom setting replete with 
beer on tap. 

The utilization of local talent) 
with a more fundamental knowl-| 
edge of theatre values could ben- 
efit “Experiment One.” Fresh, 
discerning personnel is what is| 
needed here. Burm. | 





FACTS 'N FUN 

With Shari Lewis 
Producer: Enid Roth 
Director: Jim Elson 

15 Mins., Sun., 12:15 p.m. 
WNBT, N.Y. 

“Facts ’N Fun,” latest of the TV | 
entries designed to teach kids 
while entertaining them at the) 
same time, bowed in over WNBT, | 
NBC's TV flagship station in N.Y., 
Sunday (19) and impressed more | 
with its potential than with actual 
accomplishments. 

New 15-minute segment stars 
Shari Lewis, a bright, pretty and | 
pleasing young lady who worked | 
hard to overcome the handicap of 
having to face a virtually static | 
camera for most of her quarter 
hour. Miss Lewis, who is_ best 
when she lapses into informal con- | 
versation with her unseen audi- 
ence but can’t resist the tempta- 
tion to exhibit her limited talents 
as a ventriloquist, has a good per-, 
sonality for this kind of show. Un-| 
doubtedly, as the series continues, 
she’ll learn to relax a little more. 

“Facts ’N Fun” in its air pre- 
miere appeared to suffer from too 
much material rather than too lit- 
tle. Miss Lewis has hardly touched 
On one subject when she already 
had launched into the next. Con- 
Sidering the extraordinarily lim- 
ited space in which she had to 
work, and the uninspired direc- 
tion which Jim Elson provided, it 
all came off quite well even if the 
educational values were somewhat 
hidden. 

Miss Lewis started off at a some- 
what fast pace, twisting balloons 
into various animal shapes to il- 
lustrate the story of Noah and@ the 
Ark which fitted into the overal! 
theme of “Magic in the Bible.’ She 
followed up this neat act bw intro- 

(Continued on page 40) 
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Masterful and deeply moving 
performance by David Opatoshu 
on the Goodyear TV Playhouse 
over NBC-TV Sunday (19) gave 
this series one of its highlights for 


| the season and proved once again 


the tremendous potential of TV 
for presenting fine dramatic en- 
tertainment. 


Play was Paddy Chayefsky’s 
“The~Big Deal,” a simple story 
which staked everything on the 


skill of the performers, who did, 
however, have an expert and in- 
telligent script to work from. Even 
if one recails the more impressive 
in the Playhouse presentations, 
last Sunday’s stanza appears to 
stand a head above the others. And 
while the rest of the cast gave the 
strongest support, it was Opato- 
shu’s show. 

He played a man of 52, a one- 
time “bigshot” as he called him- 
self, who yens for the days when 
he was a good architect. Now he 
must rely on the financial support 
of his daughter while he dreams 
of great projects. He is offered 
jobs but refuses to take them be- 


|cause he has his heart set on an-| 
other wild idea. But he needs $4,- 


000. And he finds no one will, 
lend it to him. Gradually he be-| 
comes conscious of the fact that 


{he is a failure and as he loses his 


self-respect, he comes close to a 
breakdown. In the end, the realiza- 
tion that there are human values 
he has overlooked makes him ac- 
cept a low-paid job as a building 
inspector. 

As Opatoshu played the part, 
the tortured man chasing his past 


iand never catching up with it be- 


almost painfully real. Not 
ment of overacting. He made Joe 
Manx a living person that no one 


could doubt and with whom every- 


lone had to sympathize. Opatoshu, 
Playhouse | 


who has been on the 
before, is one of the stars of the 
Yiddish Theatre and was last seen 
Broadway in “Flight Into 
Egypt.” His Playhouse perform- 
ance Sunday established him 
one of the fine actors on TY. 

As his wife, Joanna Roos gave 
valuable support that relied on ex- 


pression as much as the spoken 
word. Anne Jackson stood out as 
the daughter whose quiet self- 


assurance and understanding in 
the end provides her father with 
a solution to his problems. In a 
difficult part; Miss Jackson 


well-balanced person who, 
her father, accepts things as they 


are. James Westerfield was good 
'as Opatoshu’s one-time partner 
who now is offering him a minor 


| job. 


With so brilliant a 
Chayefsky’s uncommonly 


cast and 


Vincent Donehue achieved strong 
impact and perfect pacing. Cam- 
erawork was particularly good and 
helped in the building of the mov- 
ing and wholly natural 
which left one with a lump in the 
throat. This was one show the 
Playhouse can be proud of fer a 
long time to come. 


If further proof was needed that 
serious drama can be presented on 
television with taste and distinc- 


tion, then conclusive evidence was | 


offered on NBC-TV’s “1st Person” 
last Friday (17) in the Fred Coe 


production of Horton Foote’s orig- | 


teleplay, “Death of the Old 
Man.” 

Drama had two most unusual as- 
pects. With the program's special 
use of a subjective camera, the 
viewing audience found itself in 


the position of seeing events hap- | 


pen from the viewpoint and bed 


| position of the man who lay dying | 


‘he was never seen. but his 


' thoughts were articulated by the 


voice of William Hansen). Effect 
was the fullest audience 
cation with the play’s major char- 
acter, with the viewer taking part 
in the unfolding drama. 

Secondly, the subject of death, 


rarely given serious treatment on | 


tele (as opposed to the multitudi- 


nous murders on crime shows) was , 
| given sensitive, moving and noble 


expression. Many literary critics 


have been deploring the cynicism, | 


despair and futility of most mod- 


ern writers of serious fiction. 
Foote is the author those critics 
have been looking for. In this 


play. he explores the experiences 
of life and death and in them finds 
affirmative hope for mankind. Like 
others of Foote’s teleplays of the 


South and Southwest—‘Trip to 
Bountiful,” “The Oil Well” and 
“Young Lady of Property” on 
Coe’s Philco-Goodyear Television 
Playhouse—“Death of the Old 
Man” had a surface quality of 


harsh realism, under which lies a 
sensitiveness to human emotions 
and an unyielding belief in the es- 
sential dignity of man. It's good 





as 


con- | 
veyed the impression of a strong, | 
unlike | 


percep- j 
‘tive script to work with, director 


climax | 


identifi- | 
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having Foote working in tele-} 
vision, where audiences of millions | 
can experience his fine work. 

In “Death,” the man of the title, 
| who had spent his life helping | 
others and consequently has no! 
| material wealth, lies on his death- 
| bed worrying about the welfare of | 
| his unmarried daughter, aging and 
yet untrained to make her own liv- 





ing, and their old hired Negro 
hand. When his sons, through 
selfishness, renege on their prom- 
ise to take care of their sister 


Rosa, the man’s life seems to have 
been wasted, for he was leaving 
no heritage but that of helping 
others. Arrival of a cousin. how- 
ever, vindicates the man’s life. She 
too had been helped by the man. 
but she also had been infected by 
his faith and so offers to share her 
home and life with the gentle two 
being left behind. 

| Tremendous emotional impact 
| was achieved at the end of both 
|}acts. In the first, the man. bitter 
| that his sons had failed him, hates 
{the world from which good—at 


| this final moment of departure— 


| seems to have gone, while above 
him the just-arrived cousin (Mil-| 
dred Natwick) cheerfully recalls 
all the good he had done in his 
life. At the play’s end, assured 
that his life had had meaning. the 


man dies in peace as the camera 
fades as slowly as a man finally 
| closing his eyes. 

Play, which could have been 
Static, was given fluid movement 


by Arthur Penn's expert direction 
and the expressive acting of a uni- 
formly fine cast. Cameras, as the 
eyes of the dying man, probed at 
the room occupants and new ar- 
rivals and revealed their emotions 
|}in good closeup. as while leaning 


over the bed. Entire cast was ex- 
| cellent: Miss Natwick, as the 
;cousin who had inherited the 


man’s faith; Hansen, as the voice | 
of the man; Katherine Squire, as 
the gentle daughter; Alonzo Bosan, 
as the hired hand; Robert Simon 
and Allen Nourse as the selfishly 
concerned brothers, and Nel) Har- 
|rison, as a distant relative. 

“Ist Person,” a summer replace- 
}ment by Gulf for “The Life of | 
| Riley,” deserves a special spot on 
|NBC-TV's year-round — schedule 


|The half-hour dramatic series is 
one of television's best Horn 

i 

| ie AD 

| There’s litthe wrong with the 
new Friday night NBC-TV “Camp- 
bell Sound Stage” series that a 
| good, believable script can't cure 


It was apparent on the opening of 
the series a couple weeks back and 
again last Friday when the second 
installment of the soup-sponsored 
dramatics offered an item called 
| “Something for An Empty Brief- 
case. 

Under the Campbell production 
setup there are alternating direc- | 
tors for the series, Garry Simpson 
having megged the intro show, 
with Don Medford as last Friday's 
|alternate director. Martin Horrell 
,is the producer. Whatever short- 
}comings the “Briefcase” unfold- 
|;ment possessed were inherent in 
|the story values themselves, for 
| production-wise the stanza enjoyed 
| a proper scope and dimension that 
| bespoke of some qualitative pro- 
, ducer-director credits. 
| “Campbell Playhouse’ should 
| find itself, however, when it sinks 
its teeth into a worthwhile script. 
This one by S. Lee Pogostin, with 
Susan Douglas and James Dean in 
the leads, was out of the Dead End 
Kids school of literature and con- 
|cerned a kid just finished with a 
| four-month rap as a first offender 
deciding on one last petty larceny 
job to get enough bucks to buy a 


’ 


briefcase. To him that’s the sym- 
bol of respectability and going 
| straight, even though an empty 


briefcase. He picks on a neighbor- , 
hood cutie (a ballet student) as his 
intended victim but instead of rob- 
bing her succumbs to the gal's 
bible-inspired invocations and ad- 
/Vances. Before the fadeout the 
guy gets himself mussed up by 
The Boss but succeeds in breaking 
|away from his iniquitous past. 
With such unbelievable = story 
content and a casting choice for 
the male lead that was confusing 
it would have taken more than an 
elaborate street setting and the 
other scene switches to bring forth 
a telling production. Neither the 
dialog nor the thinking was the 
end result of a 22-year-older who 
had previously made no attempt 
to leave the life of petty gangdom 


His mugging and repetitive hand 
gesturing were on the judicrous 
side, if their intent was to show 


the sensitivity and groping of the 
suddenly awakened thief. Rose. 
“Shadow of a Tan,” a Sumner. 
Locke Elliott adaptation of a May 
Sarton novel presented on “Studio 


One Summer Theatre” last Mon- 
day (20), was one of those plays 


described as studies in fictional! 





| Boston 


+#¢¢¢¢¢4¢¢¢¢ | ANYONE CAN WIN ‘ 
With emcee Al Capp, Ilka Chase, 


i 


drawing room _ psychology —im- 
plausible characters placed in an 
implausible situation, all adding 
up to an almost plausible drama 
because of slick production and 
direction and some winning per- 
formances. 

If the whole does not add up to 
the sum of its best parts, it’s be- 
cause the characters were written 
sketchily and too much of the in- 
herent action. which might explain 
their behavior, had happened off- 
screen before the play began. As a 
result, the play never created a 
world of its own but was sur 
rounded instead by an atmosphere 


of skilled theatricality which al 
most, but not quite, disguised its 
flaws 


“Man” was the story of Douglas 
Dick, son of a French father and 
mother (now both dead). 
who seeks to find himself in Paris 
He falls in love with Lydia St 
Clair, who had loved his father 
and hated his mother. After she 
magnanimously gives him up, Dick 
returns a sadder and wiser man 
to Boston, where he is welcomed 
home by the girl he left behind 
Georgiann Johnson, and his 
father, Melville Ruick, who 
meanwhile established a 
friendship and 
their loneliness 
youth 

Since the reasons for the youth's 


step 
have 
platonic 
understanding in 
for the absent 


strange behavior and his latent 
Oedipus complex were hardly ex 
plained, “Man” was more than 4a 
psychological puzzle. Disparity be 
tween ages of Dick and Miss St 
Clair also militated against accept- 
ance, except as an emotional de 


viation that needed fuller exploita- 
tion. The older woman's motives 
were clear in Elliott's script, but 
not the young man's 

Miss 


St. Clair was adroit in a 
role that was mainly unsuitable 
for her. Dick, as the moody youth 


added little to his one-di nensional 


part. Claude Dauphin was con 
vincing as a friend and contem- 
porary of Miss St. Clair, a Parisian 


playwright-director who 
advice and counsel, in a 
comparatively minor importance 
Ruick did well as the stepfather 
who was truly platonic (in the 
play's context, a viewer might have 
expected another May-December 
romance) Miss Johnson, one. of 
the more expert of the younger 
actresses, lent credibility and some 
depth to a girl who loved 
and expected less in return 

James Sheldon's qirection wa 
good, although he overdid the use 
of wipes. Device of two clubmen 
ostensibly viewing part of the 
drama from a vantage point across 


offered 
part oft 


much 


the street from the youth’s Boston 
| home, was wasteful and unnece 
Sary aS action bridges. John Hag 
vott was the producer 

June Graham, summer replace 
ment for Betty Furness on. the 
Westinghouse commercials. did a 
trim Furness-like job. She seems 


to have been selected for her re- 
semblance to the hiatusine West- 
inghouse regular. In addition to 
a physical similarity, her voice was 
s ringer for Miss Furness’ crisp 
tones. Horn 


Ralph Meeker, the last of this 
summer's emcee replacements for 
Ed Sullivan on CBS-TV's “Toast 
of the Town,” was out of his ele 


ment on the Sunday (19) vaudeo 
hour. Meeker may be the life of 
the “Picnic” but he’s no. great 


shakes as a tele host. Diction and 
poise are open for improvement 
and although he cuts a neat caper 
hoofing and crooning, his emceeing 
left much to be desired 

Session was saved by the lineup 
of top calibre guesters. Headed up 
by the indestructible Ted Lewis 
the 60 minutes moved along at a 
neat clip. Lewis, who was saved 
for the closer, belted out his 
schmaltz for whammo results. His 
cane, battered top hat and sing- 
song delivery are surefire heart- 
hitters. He's got the technique 
down pat and he does no wrong 
with such standard repertoire items 
as “Be Yourself,” “Sunny Side of 


the Street” and “When My Baby 
Smiles At Me.” 


Rest of the lineup included such 
vaudeo stalwarts as Professor Back- 


wards, Amin Bros., and ventro 
Saveen. From legit. spotted in the 
opening frame, stanza_ feature 


rendition of 
was a Vibrant 


Helen Gallagher. Hert 

“Blow Gabriel Blow” 

pace-setter 
Production trappings again were 


topflight Producer Marlo Lewis 
and musical director Ray Bloch 
rate extra nods for giving the 
stanza more than a filler aura 
Gros 
Ed Herlihy has been filing in 
for Mors Amsterdam on WNBT'- 
(N.Y.! morning cross-the-bhorde! 


(Continued on page 49) 


Patsy Kelly, Jimmy Dykes 


Producer-director: Sylvan Taplin- 


ger 


“en Executive producer: Everett Rosen- 
tha 


30 Mins.; alternate Tuesdays, 9 p.m. 
CARTER PRODUCTS 
CBS-TV, from New York 
(Sullivan, Stauffer, Colwell & 
Bayles) 

Now that Al Capp, comic-strip 
creator of Li'l Abner, seems to 
have joined the panel-show emcee 
corps on a more or less permanent 
basis (in addition to this debuting 
“Anyone Can Win,” he sits in the 
central chair of DuMont's “What's 
The Story?”), he can no longer be 
viewed as a dilettante but must be 
weighed as a pro 

As a pro emcee, Capp, one of the 
top masters of the comic pen (along 
with Walt Kelly); can stand a lot 
of improvement. Chief fault is poor 
articulation. At premiere of “Any- 
one Can Win” last Tuesday (14), 
not only at home was the question 
“What he say?” frequently asked, 
but the panel—actress-writer Ilka 
Chase, comedienne Patsy Kelly, 
Philadelphia Athletics manager 
Jimmy Dykes and an anonymous 
guest probably uncomfortably hid- 
den under a giant mask of the Capp 
character Hairless Joe—strained its 
ears trying to hear the questions. 
Capp can use elocution lessons. 

Another annoyance was Capp’'s 
tossoff of casual asides in the same 
muttled voice Dies were sharp 
when caught, but it was a strugele 
to cut through the unclearness of 
delivery, which resulted in yet ana 
other flaw, Capp's almost solitary 
laughing at his own little jokes 
(maybe only he heardthem). 

Other major impression left by 
the show was sloppiness of direc- 
tion, for instance two cutoffs while 
Capp was speaking to switch to the 
filmed commercials (on Arrid, Car- 


ter’'s Little Liver Pills and Nair) 
and shots of Capp gaping and 
unaware that he was on camera 
“Win'’—a Bernard J. Prockter 
production—otherwise is a panel 
show with a new audience partici- 
pation gimmick. Members of the 
studio audience choose to back one 
of the four panelists, on whom 
score is kept by a ladder of num- 
bered lights, and those selecting 


the winning panelist of the night 
(Miss Chase was.-the brainiest first 
show out) share $2,000 among 
them. According to lightning cal- 
culation, Miss Chase's backers won 
$29.41 each 

To keep the home = audience 
happy in the prospect of winning 
loot, Capp puts through a phone 
call asking the identity of the 
mystery celebrity disguised = as 
Hairless Joe, on whom some clues 
are viven First viewer phoned 
missed, with prize upped to $1,000 
Also home viewers were asked to 


write in their selection of the 
winner on the next show, with un- 
disclosed cash prizes” presumably 
going to right guessers 

Beyond the facts that lights in 
front of the panelists, ostensibly to 
let them and the audience know 
which one had to answer the ques- 
tion of the moment, were mainly 
unseen and ignored, and that Capp 
twice called Patsy Ilka, there is 
little more to say. If there were 
some questions that had more im- 
portance than those asked at a 
vrammar-school spelling bee, they 
were not heard. Obviously, “Any- 
one Can Win” has reference to 
everyone except the concocters of 
this show which, on ideas and 
execution, can be listed among the 
also-rans of this season's over- 
crowded field of panel-show entries. 

forn., 


MUSIC SHOWROOM 
With Iris Douglas, Art Bergman, 
Bob Wellman, Bob Will, Bud 
Hooven, Buddy Motsinger. 
Producer: Doug Elleson 
Director: Dave Fulmer 
15 Mins., Tues., Thurs., 7:30 p.m. 
Participating 
KRON-TV, San Francisco 
A musical showcase to whet the 
interest of discerning viewers. 
Here are 15. televistic minutes 
laced with sharp vocal talent, a 
tunewise five-piece combo, imagi- 
native production and turnstile 
cameras to lens the lively action 
Headliner Iris Douglas, petite 
young lady with a Sarah Vaughnish 
tone quality, brings a lift to local 
summer teevee doldrums. Gal has 
had showbiz experience with Anson 


Weeks flay Anthony, ete She 
snuggles into a song with warmth 
and sincerity—punctuating lilting 
notes with solid effectivene Bob 
Wellman, former Jack Fina sin 
balances the vocal with a. ric 
baritone 

Camera effects were especia 
stimulating on preem (7 uch 
smoke and cobweb illuston baci 
grounding Welln rendition of 
Old Black Magic.” M Doug! 
warbling “I Cover the Waterfront 
was given topnotch production in 
a waterfront scene 

Combo doubles on various” Ine 
truments, lending vel tility to 
songalog. To e 
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Most of the Top TV shows 
are on NBC 





Out of the top ten shows—those with the largest audiences— 
six are on NBC-TV. 


Of the top twenty, twelve are on NBC-TV. 


Even more important, 76% of NBC’s shows are in the top 
half of all network commercial TV programs. Only 54% of the 


No. 2 network’s attractions are in this select group. 


Obviously, then, your program will have definitely the 
best opportunity for the largest audience on NBC. Another 


reason why NBC is America’s No. 1 Network. 


Next week... further proof. » 


NBC’s Audience Advantage is to Your Advantage . : . Use It. 
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a service of Radio Corporation of America 


sources: Nielsen Television Index; January-April, 1953, Averages 
NOTE: The accuracy of the above data has been verified by the A. C. Nielsen Company 
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East Germany's Radio Promises To 





Yok It Up, Admits It’s Been Bad 

ok it Up, Admits its been ba 

has been promising the people 

ising them that the East German | In an extensive campaign to en- 
fficial of the East Berlin with dealers and service men in a 

radio O ‘le 4 say 4 


Washington, July 21. 4 
Communist East Germany, which UHF’s Paul Revere 
that things will be. different and Reading, July 21 
better in the future, is now prom- ea , M . 
: 20 atte | courage conversion to UHF Chan- 
— hive pennies 4 —« Commie | Bet, 23, WEEU-TV is cooperating 
erber ressner, 2 > 

-,. | ring the doorbell effort. Salesmen 

radio admitted that the station's |}... heen put on the street to make 


output had been pretty bad in the heuse to house calls. It was re- 
past and asked people for criti- ported that one out of every two 
cism. Whether anything will come 


homes converts to 
method. 


FRANK COOPER IN NY., 
SETS ‘CREATIVE UNITS’ 


of it remains to be seen, 

Said Gessner over the ether, “I 
agree with the many loyal men and 
women, especially workers, who in 
the course of the discussions of 
the past few days have stated that | 
for some time past the democratic 
(Red) radio has been guilty of 
serious mistakes. 

“We have above all been charged 





shows on the air, Frank Cooper, 
president of Frank Cooper Associ- 
with presenting things in rosy | ates, is in N. Y. to expand the 
colors, and I say, ‘Yes, we have | agency - packaging - selling outfit. 
done so.’ For some time past, for Tom Brennan, ex-Young & Rubi- 
instance, we have broadcast only | cam, has joined the firm in N. Y., 
letters from those listeners who whije Marty Sperber has joined 
agreed with everything that goes the Coast office. 

on in the Republic; whereas, in| Cooper is setting up “creative 
reality, masses of working people units,” under which his writer cli- 
did not agree with a number of ents, when they come up with pro- 
measures, and especially, methods.” | gram ideas, huddle with Cooper- 
represented producers, packagers 
and talent to develop the proper- 
ties. Finished programs are then 
sold by the Cooper organization. 
Firm’s show rose from six, 18 
months ago, to 14 at the present 
time. 


New Clients in WNBC 
Exposure Pattern For 
Banghart, Other Shows 


When Kenneth Banghart’s 15- 
minute news program (at 11 p.m. 
cross the board), now sponsored 
on WNBC, N. Y., by A&P on a) 
fillin basis, picks up its new bank- 
rollers — Admiration Cigars and 
Dolein—in August, sponsorship 
will be on an alternating three and 
four nights a week basis, so that 
each backer will have seven differ- | 
ent exposures within a two-week | 
period. 





| Esquire Polish Pacts To 
Ride Godfrey Simulcas 


Esquire Boot Polish, repped by 
Emil Mogul agency, becomes an 
Arthur Godfrey sponsor on AG's 
morning simuleast strip on CBS 
beginning Aug. 31, with the polish 
firm alternating with Kleenex in 
the 10 to 10:15 a.m. time segment. 

New pattern of sponsorship shar-|In going Godfrey, Esquire has can- 
ing (Toni and Manhattan Soap) celled out of NBC's radio tandem 
have the same method on CBS Ra-|and the “Kate Smith Hour.” 
dio’s “Family Skeleton,” the Mer- Owens-Corning Fiberglass, which 
cedes McCambridge strip at 7:15! Esquire displaces on the a.m. show, 
p.m.) is being plugged by Bob Le- 
der, WNBC sales director, as the | dio 
most efficient way to buy a strip 
show. 

Through seven days, especially 
on a news show, Leder says, there 


Sunday afternoon “Arthur 
Godfrey Digest” (5 to 5:30 p.m.), 
| Which returns in the fall. “Digest,” 
edited sections of his a.m. broad- 
casts, was the only Godfrey pro- 
is a duplication of audience, which | gram to vacate the air during his 
is OK if a client wants that dupli- | absence. 

cation and is willing to pay for it - 


However, he emphasizes that the Scott Maasai Sports 


optimum way to buy into a strip 
show is for a client to have his Director for WDTV 
Pittsburgh, July 21. 


sponsorship rotating, for instance, 
Indication of an increased at- 


on a seven-day show, four days one 

week and the other three days the, Pye Pag: ares niyes 
next week. In this way, duplication tention to sports at WDTV, Du- 
is cut to the bone, with a client Mont o0.&o0. station here, came with 
reaching : complete neven-<das-ar- | the announcement last week from 
night audience within a fortnight. Harold Lund, general manager. 
it's the most efficient way to that Ray Scott had been appointed 

’ “Oi sports director 
buy, Leder says, because it pro- i aa Channel 2 has had 
vides the least duplicated audience | |. : ; ote + le Maat Rasen 
and less expenditure for an un- since it began operations. Scott 
duplicated audience has been sportscasting regularly, 
« ‘4 - . La , a] s , ~ 

Another factor in the move is 0” ‘The World Tonight” for Fort 
that one-sponsor backing of strips cae sre hoa! five Rt ag 
has fallen off. Since Shell termi- “CC®! an or a local bank five 
nated in June, the NBC flagship's minutes in the late afternoon, but 
aaweaneuta strips all han twe ef these are for individual bankrol- 
pe ae : lers, and this is the first time he’s 
had official station status. 


WAKR-TV Bows 


Leder is recommending the al- 
Akron, July 21. 


ternating, rotating sponsorship 
WAKR-TY, Akron’s first station, 








idea to other station clients, among 
whom are Peter Paul, Mennen and 
Knickerbocker beer, with the hope 
of converting them to his way of 
thinking. 

For Banghart'’s new sponsorship, 
Dolecin begins Aug. 10 and Admira- 
tion cigars Aug. 31. Both are 52 
weekers. 

News shows, Leder says, now 
constitute the most stable property 
in radio, with the station's news 
Strips 90°7 sold as of September. 


(19) at 6:15 p.m., with opening day 


religious leaders, and Blue Wright, 
program manager. 


include panel games, telephone 
quizzes, talent contests, and cha- 
rades. The telephone quiz show is 
lil ee ‘titled “Faces and Places,” Mon- 
day-thru-Friday at 7:15 p.m., em- 
ceed by Kenneth Nichols. 


Doulens to Head Up AM-TV ceed by Kenneth Nichols. ‘Ger 
P 2 Davis will fire questions at studio 
For Columbia Artists Mgt. contestants each Monday at 9 p.m. 


in “Sweepstakes Quiz.” 
Columbia Artists Mgt., top N. Y 


concert bureau, announced appotnt- 
ment of Humphrey Doulens as 
director of its tele and radio Pittsburgh, July 21. 
activities - Lend-lease of Saul Rosensweig 
Doulens, who is also Variery’s by BBDO home office to the Pitts- 
Westport, Conn., mugg, has been burgh branch has_ ended 
affiliated with CAM for a number nearly three years and he’s being 
of years as representative for Lily recalled to New York to head up 
Pons, Dorothy Kirsten, Gladys radio and TV for an agency ac- 
Swarthout, the late Grace Moore, count, Vitamin Corp. of America. 
and many other artists. He was Rosensweig was dispatched here 
also enetine cauio ed cf Newsweek to head the teevee department 
mag. ‘when Pittsburgh got live video. 





Rosensweig Recalled 


CBS’ ‘Hip, Hip Hooray,’ 
Godfrey Back July 27 


Return of Arthur Godfrey, who 
has been off the CBS air since 
May 1 for one of the most cele- 
brated hip operations in surgical 
history, has finally been made def- 
inite. 

Godfrey will resume his emcee 
chores on “Talent Scouts,” simul- 





UHF by this} 


With 14 network radio and TV! 


shifts sponsorship to the CBS Ra-| 


signed on for the first time Sunday | 


ceremonies featuring city officials, | 


Locally-produced programs will | 


Gene | 


after | 


/handling, on July 27. Two days 
| later, on July 29, he’ll be back on 
'the CBS-TV “Friends” show, and 
on Aug. 3, he resumes his daytime 
| strip on both radio and tele (re- 
placing replacement Robert Q. 
Lewis). 

Shows will have Godfrey broad- 
| casting from his home jin Virginia 
| while rest of programs will origi- 
|nate in New York. On tele, he'll 
|appear in closeup alone and on a 
| split screen with the N. Y. per- 
| formers. - 





Integrated Films 
New Imnortance In 


Live Video Shows 


There’s a definite increase in 
| use of film on live tele shows, says 
Grant Theis, CBS-TV manager of 
|Film Service Operations, who 
| notes a trend. 

The web’s 
into live 
100% 





integration of film 
shows has_ increased 
over last year, and 


by Theis’ department to the mat- | 


ter of specially shot film. His 
men are going out on location 


| 922 
| more to shoot specific scenes. | 


| There’s more sound film being 
|shot, and also more silent films 
with synchronized sound. 

Part of this expansion was the 
recent hiring of M. Clay Adams, 


|former director of NBC-TV’s “Vic- | 
tory at Sea” series, as manager of | 


| film production within Theis’ de- 


| partment. Also hired were two as- | 
| sistants to Adams — Bill Hocker, | 
Mike | 


| production assistant, and 
| Grilikhes, production supervisor. 
| Important aspect of 
i job, Theis told CBS-TV directors 
land producers, is to make avail- 


jable to them his “experience in| 


{the motion picture field and to 
'explore new techniques through 
i; which film may provide added 


| dramatic and production values to 
live programming.” 

Besides stimulating directors 
'and producers to increase use of 
film, which Theis calls “a fourth 
| camera and the most mobile of 
all,”” Adams and his assistants will 
follow through from the initial- 
jtalks stage of specific needs 
|through the shooting of the film 
| to its final use on the air. 





| out to the web's directors and pro- 
ducers, one listing the 66 available 
rear screen projection scenes in 
|the departfient’s catalog and of- 
| fering suggestions on the effective 
use of them, and the other a ques- 


tionaire designed to ascertain ex- | 
isting needs so that Film Service | 


| Operations can expand its library 
of scenes during the summer 
| months. 

| Importance 
; jection was driven home three 
| mouths ago when tne method was 
}used almost entirely throughou 
“Danger” production of Je- 
remy Daniel's “Carpool,” main ac- 
tion of which took place in an 
| automobiie winding its way across 
the country. 

Other summer activity of Theis’ 
department includes the shooting 
of promos for the net’s fall shows. 
Cepartment shot 65 promos for 
the web last summer and this sea- 


tine 


son expects to complete abou: 100. 
Besides serving such shows as |! 


“Lux Video Theatre,” the “Medal- 
lion Theatre’ and Ben Hecht's 
“Tales of the City” with film to be 
integrated into the programs, 
Film Service Operations also has 
provided the Hecht series and the 
comedy shows of Jackie Gleason 
Red Buttons and Larry Storch 
with specially shot film openings. 

Latter device, Theis 
cently has gained great favor and 


constitutes another trend. It is a 


showmanship approach, he says, 
that will do away with balop cards 
because it doesn’t tie up a camera 
at the opening, gives a program 
good fanfare and establishes the 
special mood of a show. 


cast which Garry Moore has been | 


more | 
time and effort are being devoted | 


Adams’ | 


Already two notices have gone | 


of rear-scfeen pro- | 


Says, re- 





Sigmund Spaeth feels strongly 
| that television, with a few notable 
exceptions, has muffed the oppor- 
tunity to exploit the saleability of 
| both longhair and popular music. 

“The TV producers of classical 
musie have been too stilted, 


' 


patrenizing and snobbish,” he says. | 


“And in presenting popular bal- 
lads, they’ve overlooked the poten- 


tial mass audience for nostalgic | 


Americana. During the present 


summer doldrums, 


ment in order to capture radio's 
music devotees.” 


The 60-year-old dean of musicol- | 
ogists, long known as the “Tune | 


Detective” for WPIX, N.Y., 


other activities, he is now emcee- 
ing a series of 13 vidfilms, *‘Music 
For Everybody,” being produced 
by Viking Films for Saul Turell’s 
Sterling Television Co.; he will 





Adgust in “American Inventory,” 


TV: he will serve on ABC's “Metro- 
politan Opera Quiz” this fall; he is 


Everybody,” syndicated 
eral Features to 30 newspapers; 
Doubleday is publishing his 30th 


they’ve even 
missed the boat in trying to experi- | 


TV ‘Stilted, Patronizing, Snobbish’ 
About Longhair Music: Spaeth 


poor,” he says. “People will listen 
to a new ballad written by a well- 
known musician, but not to a new 
song by an unknown. Amateur 
song-writers themselves are a self- 
ish group; they’re. only interested 
in their own offerings, rather than 
those of fellow amateurs. Except 
for one ballad, ‘Snowflake,’ written 
by an eight-yéar-old, which so 
about 100,000 copies, the show 
turned out inferior songs in a: 
case.” 

It’s Spaeth’s contention that Ty 
is ignoring the market for “family 
audience” music, quite apart from 
those who prefer romantic moon- 
June-spoon ballads. He says that 





is cur-| the manufacturers of musical in- 
rently bent on filling the music| struments, children’s books and 
appreciation void himself. Among | dance shoes might well sponsor a 


show of semi-classical music aimed 


| toware youngsters (his own two 


| 


perform as music storyteller this | 


' 
| 


| produced by Bill Haddop for NBC- | 


turning out a column, “Music For, 
by Gen-| 
| up,” 


book, “The Real Book About Mu-| 


sic’; and he just finished success- 
fully defending Paramount Pic- 
tures against the $750,000 legal 
claim by tunesmith Freddie Rich 
that the ballad, “Buttons & Bows,” 
was allegedly pirated from Rich’s 
| score in the 1942 film, “Wildcat.” 

Spaeth feels that TV is admirably 
suited for taking the top hat off of 
|opera and removing the pedestal 
from concert recitals. Yet, he 
points out, the “artificial, reveren- 
tial conventions” persist when 
| Marguerite Piazza is made to sing 
opera excerpts in “Show of Shows”’ 
as though she were still on an 
opera stage, and both ‘“Recita 
Hall” and “The Firestone Hour’ 
are staged as if in a concert hall, 
stiffly. 

‘Should Exploit Intimacy’ 


forms, he feels, TV should exploit 
its intimacy when staging longhair. 


| grandchildren, though not musica]- 
jy inclined, can pick up tive words 
to classical music faster than the 
“dulled ears” of adults). And he 
feels that adults hanker for 
nostalgic TV shows which repeat 
| ballads illustrating the customs 
and folkways of early American 
eras. 

“Until the TV impresarios wake 
warns Spaeth, “the radio 
men, now” grown increasingly 
aware of their treasure chest in 
music, will continue to hang on to 
their monopoly.” 


INK SPOTS’ ‘HARMONY’ 
AVERTS NEW ROW 


Hollywood, July 21. 








| 


A hairline decision on the puz- 
zling technicality that the Ink 
Spots “harmonize” rather than 
sing dissipated an embarrasing 
situation for AFTRA last weck. 


| Rather than try to counter the in- 





terpretation of Ben Waller, Coast 


l| rep of Universal Attractions, who 
| booked the 


Inkies on 
KTLA variety 


Spade 


Cooley’s TV’er, 


i AFTRA’s executive secretary, 


| Claude McCue, settled for a pay- 


Instead of imitating the older| ment of delinquent dues by two 


of the group. 
Hassle was touched off when Mc- 


|‘‘When NBC-TV presented Benja- Cue demanded that four of the five 


felt inside that ship,” he says. “So 
the opera, though a flop on the 
stage, was a hit on _ television. 
Similarly, Toscanini’s TV conduct- 
ing was a landmark, because you 
were more concerned with getting 
a closeup view of the conductor 
than in watching the instruments 
of the orchestra fully, as though in 
a symphony hall. The idea should 
be to present great classical musi- 
cians, like Horowitz, with the same 
| close informality as a _ baseball 
player televised up to bat.” 


Spaeth maintains that TV pro- 


min Britten’s ‘Billy Budd,’ it was | Spots, 
adapted to TV so that you actually ment to voice, take out cards in 
his union. 


who double from _ instru- 
It looked for a time 
| that the group would be cancelled, 
| Cooley already having been caught 
in the middle of the AFTRA- 
| Petrillo skirmish and on orders 
|from Petrillo resigned his mem- 
| bership in AFTRA, which was re- 
fused. 

Waller, however, saved the day 
when he contended that the four 
Inkies hummed or harmonized 
|rather than sang, which placed 
'them beyond the pale of AFTRA 
| jurisdiction. McCue was willing to 
‘settle for that rather than widen 


ducers also make the mistake of the breach with Petrillo, The two 


| approaching classical music with 
the notion of appealing to estab- 
lished music-lovers. Actually. this 
| group is already sold on good mu- 
| sic; the challenge is to appeal to 
the millions of what he calls “po- 
| tential music-lovers.” The TV men, 


| he says, defeat their purpose by | 


\rehashing the “pedeéstalized” 
mumbo-jumbo common to sym- 
phony snobs. 

For example, Spaeth recently 


caught Ben Grauer, the veteran 
announcer, introducing a sym- 
phony on the air with erudite ref- 
erences to “allegro 
“scherzo” and 


“andante.” When 
mitted he had used these high- 
brow platitudes only because the 
copy had been written that way. 
Spaeth advised him to bring the 
commentary down to earth, tell- 


its origination story and such 
simple facts that “it’s the shortest 
Symphony ever written.” 
Spaeth, himself the 
lyricist for 50 ballads, 
“My Little Nest Of 


ASCAP 
including 


Serenade,” feels, too. that radio 
often steals the thunder from TV 
in presenting pop ballads most 
; palatably. He admires the versatile 
production values of TV's 
Parade,” but points out that Ray 
Bloch’s lush backing and. lavish 


Staging wasn’t sufficient to sustain | 


Steve Allen's sponsorless “Songs 
For Sale” on CBS-TV last year. 
He argues that “Songs” ap- 
pealed to too limited an audience. 
; Its entertainment values were 


| Inks paid up and the act went on. 


WABD Mulls Nite Strip 
For Al (Jazzbo) Collins 


WABD, DuMont's N. Y. key. is 
mulling’a quarter-hour late night 
strip for Al (Jazzbo) Collins 





| WNEW, N. Y. disk jockey. Station 


,is making an audition kine of the 
_Magic Productions package, being 


| produced by Joyce Tamen and di- 


moderati,”’ | 


Spaeth questioned him, Grauer ad- | 


Lit Heavenly | 
Blue,” “Chansonette” and “Donkey | 


“Hit | 


rected by Frank Warren. 
Network, incidentally, has set 
up a “program screening” unit 
which will operate under produc- 
tion chief Werner Michel. Unit, 
consisting of Michel, David Lowe 
and Duncan MacDonald, will 0.9. 
all available packages and program 


|ideas, reporting them to program 
ing the audience instead a little of | 


topper Jim Caddigan. 


WROW to ABC 


Albany, July 21. 

WROW, 5,000-watt Mutual out- 
let since October 1, 1947, will join 
/the ABC radio network Aug. I, 
taking over the affiliation now held 
by 10,000-watt WXKW, scheduled 
to sign off the air July 31. 

General Manager Harry L. Gold- 
man, in making the surprise 4n- 
noucement Thursday (16), said his 
company, Hudson Valley Broad- 
casting, also has contracted to car- 
iry ABC television programs when 
the former’s UHF outlet on Chan- 
nel 41 is completed, possibly in 
November. 
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Things look good on WCBS-TV 


° 








Look at cars. (Like Chevrolet, whose local dealers have 


used Channel 2 continuously for over five years.) 


Only on TV, of all media, can you seat your prospect 


up front...demonstrate performance with an actual ride 





... focus his full attention on individual features 


of engineering, style, and economy. 


And only on WCBS-TV will you find the best average 
rating, day and night all week long, in the nation’s biggest 
television market...the most quarter-hour wins 


...the biggest unduplicated audience. 


Your product looks good—your business is good— 
when you are on the station most New Yorkers watch 


most of the time... 


WCBS.-TV New York. CBS Owned. Represented by CBS Television Spot Sales 





Source ARK, June 1 
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— Television Chatter 





New York 


Alfred Hopson appearing in 
‘The Web” on CBS-TV next Sun- 
ay (26)... Sereening of two trail- 


Chests, United 
Funds and the United Defense 
Fund, shown yesterday (Tues.) in 
the Time & Life bldg... Jay Bar- 
ney, who finished first 
Sanctum” telefilm last Friday (}7), 


Community 


featured in “City Hospital” tomor- | 


row (Thurs.). 

George E, Burgess, Jr., former 
ackaging and agency production 
exec, joined Screen Gems’ N. Y. 
ales office... Vidfilm producer 


George Foley won first place in} 


the New York Athletic Club Block 
Island Race last week . Pfaff 
Sewing Machines has decided to 
pass up a scheduled summer hiatus 
for its “Lucille Rivers Sewing 
Center” show on WABC-TV, and 
is keeping it on during the dog 
days . Irvin Drake, Irving Gra- 
ham and Jimmy Shirl penning the 
tory line and original songs for 
CBS-TV’s “Summertime U.S.A.” 
Scripter Reginald Rese, whose 
adaptation of Robert Coates’ ‘The 
Enormous Room” was on the “Rev- 
lon Mirror Theatre” last night 
(Tues.), has an upcoming original, 
“The Missing Night,” for “Danger” 
July 28, and a Paul Gallico adapta- 


tion, “The Roman Kid,” for West- | 


inghouse Summer Theatre Aug. 3 
‘ Mrs. Frances Wright Caroe, 
daughter of Frank Lloyd Wright, 
appears in a two-part telefilm on 
handicrafts today (Wed.) and to- 
morrow (Thurs.) on NBC-TV's 
“Mts, Ga” 
played the role of Peter Bodkin Jr 
on the first NBC-TV “Wonderful 
John Acton” show July 13... 15- 
year-old Ruth L. Kertzer of Rock- 
ville Centre, L. IL, will discuss 
“The Faith of a Teen-Ager” with 
her father, Rabbi Morris N. Kert- 
zer, director of the Interreligious 
Activities divisien of the American 
Jewish Committee, on 
“Mid-day Chapel” next Friday (24) 
and on July 31 and Aug. 7. 
Villiam Morris agency tele dept 
hit by illness: George Guskin op- 
erated yesterday (Tues.) for foot 
injury, and Jack Lawrence soon 
slated for surgery to remove war- 
time shrapnel. Bright side is return 
of Wally Jordan, who has been out 
for more than a month... choreog- 
rapher Edith Barstow acting as as- 
sociate producer and is staging 
NBC-TV’'s new Eddie Albert star- 
rer, “Nothing But the Best” . 
Charles Powers directing “Date 
With Judy” for ABC-TV on July 
29 and Aug. 5 while Don Richard- 
son vacations . . . Dick Ward, color 
television director for NBC, vaca- 
tioning in Jamaica, B. W. I. 
Singers Steve Lawrence = and 
Helene Dixon signed as permanent 
members of the new Steve Aller 


show on WNBT starting July 27...!' producer, Dan Schuffman to pro-! headquarters in Chicago. 


rs and 23 tele spots, new films| 
produced for the 1953 campaigns | 
t 


“Inner | 


. . Roger Sullivan | 


DuMont'’s | 


| Danny & Doc Simon and Bud Burt- 
son to script the Paul Winchell 
|show ... Bob Downing to appear 
/on the next episode (26) of Du- 
| Mont’s Rocky King show. ’ 
Vincent J. Nola, prez of Nola 
Recording Studios, Inc., N Y., for 
20 years a diskery, has set up Nola 


Studios Film Division to turn out| 
Patsy | 


vidfilm commercials 
Bruder will be featured actress on 
“Intruder,” 
Theatre” July 29... Ely Landau, 
Inc., N. Y. vidfilm packager, 1s 
l|angling with the White House to 
get permission for vidfilm on a 
day in the life of Mamie Eisenho- 
wer ... Burt Schultz joined pub- 
|licity staff of Benton @ Bowles 
agency to handle Tide & Prell’s 
across-the-board NBC-TVer, “On 
Your Account.” He was formerly 
with the N. Y. flackery, Hill & 
| Knowlton, Inc., and Owens-Corn- 
ing Fiberglas Corp. 

Arnold Stang has signed for reg- 
lular appearances on the Milton 
| Berle show in the fall . Clair 
| Roskam of CBS-TV Press Info was 
| scripter of the five “Action In The 
| Afternoon” stanzas last week .. . 
| Dick Loftus, asst. TV sales service 
manager for CBS, broke his back 
when he fell 30 feet off a tree. 
He'll] be out a month . Robert 
S. Johnson, former RKO-Psthe TV 
consultant, has joined 


film producer . . . Priscilla Camp- 
bell of NBC press off on a month's 
vacation end of this week, to visit 
the Southwest, California and the 
Canadian Rockies . . . Lisa Howard 
signed by the Kudner agency to 
play the femme fatale on “Martin 
Kane, Private Eye” July 23 

Will Hussing commuting tc Phil- 
adelphia this week to ap»ear in 
featured role in newer NBC-TV 
show, ‘‘Atom Squad” Chuck 
Henderson of NBC Film Division 
off today (Wed.) for a five-day rest 
in the Midwest Peter Affe, 
operations manager for WNBT and 
WNBC, lectured two tele courses 
this week at Barnard College’s 
|TV Workshop Additions to 
WNBT production — staff: Larry 
|Roemer, formerly of Young & 
|} Rubicam, and Fred Carr, from 
ABC, as directors, and Joy Ails 
and Judy Claymont as production 
assistants. 

Chicago 

WNBQ to remote midwest preem 
| festivities at Cinerama opening 
|}from Palace Theatre, 9:30 to 10 
}p.m., July 29 





drama on “Kraft TY | 





gram mgr. at WBKB . .. WNBQ 
programming a block of feature 
films for the 1 to 6 p.m. slot on 
Saturdays ... WGN-TV film direc- 
tor Elizabeth Bain to vacation in 
Canada the last three weeks in Au- 
gust... “Victory At Sea” skedded 
for 9:30 to 10 p.m. slot on Sun- 
days at WNBQ starting Sept. 13 
with Ill. Bell Telephone bankroll- 
ing through N. W. Ayer... “Cour- 


tesy Hour” emcee Jim Moran to | 


spotlight Chi’s 437th Troop Car- 
rier Wing on July 24 telecast... 
Richard H. Baldwin, Edward A. 


Montanus and Frank S. Shaw 
joined the NBC film division's 
Central Sales office Metal 


Building Products Corp., picking 
up the tabs for “Eleventh Hour 


feature film series for 52 Sundays | 


on WNBQ through Guenther-Brad- 
ford. 


San Francisco 


Pacifica Foundation withdrew its 


application for Channel 44, Berke- | 
jley, Cal. 


FCC granted Cali- 
fornia TV Company (Ashley L. 
Robinson and Frank E. Hurd) Sac- 
ramento Channel 40 Edward 
Smith named production director 


|of KGO-TV. Cal Thomas revlaces 


| Smith as station’s art director 


Dancer- | 
Fitzgerald-Sample as a‘commercial | 





| 


} 
| 


. Frank Reynolds | 


filling in at WBBM-TV on nightly | 


| newscasts for vacationing Fahey 
| Flynn -_ 
| Ted Leitzell of Zenith Corp., to 
Gotham for showing of the com- 
bend new radio-TV line ... Mid- 


Farrell Davisson and | 


| 


state Motors bankrolling a feature | 


film each Friday at 11:45 p.m. on 
WGN-TV through Grayv-Schwartz 
|}... Grover J. Allen upped to exec 


| 


The Billy Williams Quartet, ap- 
pearing at the Fairmont Hotel, r-- 
ceived honorary memberships in 
local TV Academy. 


NEW CROSLEY VEEPFES 


Cincinnati, July 21. 


James D. Shouse has been 
named general manager of com- 
bined distribution of appliances in 
the Crosley and Bendix divisions 
of the Avco Manufacturing Corp., 
of which he is a senior vice presi- 
dent. He also heads all Crosley 
manufacturing and_ broadcasting 
operations and is on Avyco’s execu- 
tive committee. 


New consolidated setup will be | 


under one management with head- 
quarters here. 

Appointment te his new posi- 
tion by Victor Emanuel, Avco’s 
head man, followed an annouce- 
ment by Shouse of the naming of 


six Crosley Broadcasting Corp of- | 


ficials as veeps of the company, 
which has Robert E. Dunville as 
president. 


New Crosley veeps are Ward L. | 
man- | 


Quaal, as assistant general 
ager: Gilbert W. Kingsbury, to be 
in charge of public relations; 


H. P. Lasker, in charge of WLW-D, | 


Dayton; James Leonard, in charge 
of WLW-C, Columbus; Bernard 
Musnik, in charge of eastern di- 
vision of Crosley broadcasting 
sales, with headquarters in New 


York, and Harry P. Albrecht, in| Young & Rubicam 


charge of central 
Crosley broadcasting 


sales, with 























NIX TO NETS AT NIGHT 


Say Cincinnati radio listeners - HOOPER 
survey shows WCPO with music-news-sports | 
programs FIRST in listener preference 


TV CHANGES LISTENING HABITS 


In the television-saturated Cincinnati Area, where 


almost everybody can watch TV, 


tern in nighttime radio listening. - RANK STATION AVERAGE '/,-hr. RATING 
Oh, yes—people still listen to radio at night in Cin- Ist WCPO 3.8 

nati, as shown by the latest Hooper Survey. But they 2nd | network station “B” 3.6 

now say NIX to NETS at NIGHT... and turn to WCPO 3rd . | network station “C” 2.4 

Radio first for the kind of programs that TV can’t Ath station “D” 0.8 
replace: music, news, sports . . . programs that can 5th network station “E”’ 0.7 

be enjoyed anywhere in the house, on the porch, in 


the back yard, or in the car. 


Result: night after night, more Cincinnatians listen to 
WCPO than to any other radio station. 


{And remember . 


| 





"Taside Sinlf—Television 


Mal Boyd, who gave up television three years ago to prepare for 
the priesthood, writes Varrery from the priesthood Divinity Schoo] 
of the Pacific, Berkeley, Cal.: “My life has been even busier in the 
past three years than it was before! I’ve now completed two years 
of my seminary training; and have just one year to go. In June, 1954 
I will be graduated from the Divinity Schoo! and ordained to the di. 
aconate; one year later, to the priesthood in the Episcopal Church. 
Next year, my senior year at seminary, I have an unusually busy 
schedule: I was elected president of the student body, and also an 
editor of the monthly newspaper of the seminary (the C. D. Ss. p 
Times) and will, in addition, be in charge of a Mission in San Fran. 
cisco throughout the year, handling Sunday services, Church-schoo 
etc. I’ve never been happier and this is what I was meant to do. [’' 
so glad I found out and that this sweeping change was able to take 
place in my life.” 





Abolition of the owned-and-operated stations department in the A}; 
tele network, has brought Slocum (Buzz) Chapin into the network s 
picture. Chapin, whe operated as v. p. in charge of o-and-o’s, ren 
a veep, but without portfolio. However, he has been concentrati: 
his activities in network TV sales, where he worked previously 
last week brought to the net its sale to Sealy Mattress of “Comeback” 
for Friday nights. 
“Coronation Souvenir,” a lavishly illustrated booklet, is being dis- 
tributed by CBS Television as a memento of its tele coverage of 
Queen Elizabeth’s big day last month, 

“It had required 20,000 miles of cable, 70,000 feet of film, and a 
huge tonnage of equipment,” text reads. “In its sixth year, television 
had proved equal to the challenge of a 1,000-year-old spectacle.” 

Profuse illustrations by Feliks Topolski include a color panel insert 
on the ceremonial in Westminster Abbey, which led one tradester to 
crack ‘‘the souvenir is more elaborate than anything seen on the T\ 


” 


; screen. 


Procter & Gamble will back ‘Welcome Travelers,” in which it now 
participates, and “On Your Acéount,” which it is summer sponsoring, 
| as fall entries on NBC-TV. Shows, now seen respectively at 3:30 and 
4 p. m., will move down half an hour with “Travelers” at 4 and 
} Account” at 4:30 when the Kate’Smith Hour returns Sept. 7. 
| Benedict Cottone, former FCC general counsel, this week was elected 
|a director of the National Assn. for Better Radio & Television. Three 
| other new directors and 13 incumbents were elected, according to 
Claire S. Logan, president of the group. 
Three new directors are John C. Schwarzwalder, manager of KUH1 
| Houston’s educational station; Paul Witty, professor of educatién at 
| Northwestern and conductor of an annual survey on children’s viewing 
| habits; and Mrs. A. Stanley Adams, v. p. of Kappa Gamma Pi, Catholic 
| women’s colleges scholastic sorority. 
| Among incumbents named were Gilbert Seldes, Robert Lewis Shayon, 
| Charles Siepmann and Dr. Dallas Smythe. Officers include Mrs. Logan, 
| president; Dr. Richard~Atkinson, first v. p.; Dr. Lee deForest, second 
|v. p.; Mrs. Victor Roberts, recording secretary; Mrs. Adams, corres- 
| ponding secretary and Gertrude M. Blackenstock, treasurer 








* e 
| Inside Stuff—Radio 

Little-known sidelight on Maude Adams, who died last week, was 
that she seriously considered a radio program last year. Disturbed 
by what she believed was a decline in moral values today, she ap- 
| proached NBC with the idea of a personal-essay program with philo- 
sophical overtones, going so far as to have a voice run through wit! 
Homer Fickett, reading L’Aiglon with Ed Stanley, net’s public affair: 
| director, cueing her lines. She was also being considered as a subject 
for NBC-TV’s “Conversations” series. 





N. Y. chapter of Amertcan Women in Radio & Television named 
the following committee chairmen for the- next year: Membership, 
Barbara Welles (Helen Hall), WOR commentator; projects, Babette J. 
Doniger, president, Tele Vision Snapshots; publicity, Dorothea Mall- 
sted, Lever Bros. brand publicity manager; program, Mary Jane Jesse, 
radio-TV promotion supervisor; job counselor 


-division of | Lillian Okun, WMCA children’s program producer; hospitality, Lillian 


| Lang, BBC program department senior assistant; publications, Joan 


| Blower, DuMont supervisor of network statistics; friendship, Agnes 


Law, CBS reference department librarian. 


With television excluded from the Roland La Starza-Rocky Marciano 
heavyweight championship fight at the Polo Grounds. Sept. 24, some 
tradesters believe it would be a smart move to have radio co-op airing 
of the event. It’s pointed out that the Marciano-Walcott fight on May 
15 (on ABC radio) hit the No. 1 spot in the Nielsen radio ratings. 

Talk is that radio coverage would not affect the possible viewing 
audience if the fight goes to theatre ZV, yet still pull a whopping 
audience in non-TV areas. 





+ - . . - 





‘Unfriendly Witnesses’ 
To Be Barred From New 
Educ’! TV Station in Hub 


Boston, July 21. 


Educators who have balked at | 
answering questions before Con-| 
gressional committees or other 
duly authorized agencies of the 
government will not be permitted 


KLING STUDIOS, Chicago 


by 
RAY MERCER & CO. 
4241 Normal Ave., H’wood 29, Cal. 
Send for Free Optical Effects Chart 














ANNOUNCING THE 


VIDEO SCOPE 


One minute spot on ABC (Channel 7) between 


. for television it's WCPO-TV 


* Here's how Cincinnati radio stations rank in nighttime 
audience (8:00 to 11:00 PM), based on independent survey 
made in May, 1953 by C. E. Hooper, Inc.: 


there's a new pat- 
































| tute permission to 


| to participate in any programs over 
| Hub’s newly-authorized education- 
|al TV station, WGBH-TV, accord- 


|ing to Ralph Lowell, president of 


| the Lowell Institute Cooperative 


| Broadcasting Council. Lowell also 


declared, “fn the five years of 
| Operating our radio station (FM), 
| we have had no trouble from such 
| quarters and we expect none now.” 


FCC granted the Lowell Insti- 
operate the 
| educational TV station, on Chan- 
, nel 2 last week, and while con- 
| Struction of the transmitter tower, 


| to be erected atop Blue Hill, is) 
skedded to begin within 60 days, | 








3°30 and 4:00 P.M., july 23rd—incidentally 
the world’s first 3-D Television! 


CRANDALL ENTERPRISES 
Old Greenwich, Conn. 














BEAUTIFUL LAKESIDE HOME 
FOR SALE! 


Log cabin style, knotty pine interior, 6 
rooms, 3 baths, rumpus room and garage on 
20-acre private lake, 97 miles from New 
York. Lake, (0 acres of land, two other 
buildiigs included. $69,000, 

Sportsman's paradise the year round, Im 
Mediate transfer and oecupaney. 

Write: R. &. CRAFT, Lakeville, Pa. 














—Cincinnati’s favorite TV station.) 


WCPO, 








} 


CINCINNATI'S FAVORITE RADIO STATION 


Represented by*the Branham Co. 


| not e operation of the station is 


not expected until October, 1954. 
Construction costs, estimated at 
between $250,000 and $300,000, are 
being underwritten by several 
funds and founda- | 


GAE FOSTER 


Circle 7-3900 
or Circle. 7-1348 


private trust 
tions, 
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Your Lucky Strike Hit Parade 
presents a special summer service! 
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During its 12-week hiatus, Your Hit Parade will list in this space 


THE 7 TOP TUNES FROM YOUR HIT PARADE SURVEY 


Here are your Lucky 7 tunes that He April in Portugal A. | Believe 


you would have heard last Saturday 






night, as determined by Your Hit " 
Parade Survey, which checks the 2. Song from Moulin 5. No Other Love 
best sellers in sheet music and Rouge 


phonograph records, the songs most R b 
heard on the air and most played 6. u y 


on the automatic coin machines. x 4 lm Walking Behind 
You 7. Your Cheatin’ Heart 













Look for this listing every week. 
We'll be back on TV Sept. /2 






Be sure to watch Your Hit Parade’s summer TV replacement 


“PRIVATE SECRETARY °—starring ANN SOTHERK 


Saturdays at 10:30 P.M. (N.Y.T.), NBC Television Network 
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ture,” Basil Rathbone for the lead , 
in “Bulldog Drummond,” Peter | 
Lorre in a new show called “Night- | 
are,” Madeleine Carroll in an- | 
other new one called “Four-Star | 
rheatre,” and is setting “Counter- | 
for the fifth half-hour. 

Chief reaction of other radio net- 
works was the fear that Mutual 
able to undersell them 
nationally. Webs feared that the 
new structure was merely an ex- 
tension of the Multi-Message Plan, | 
under which Mutual doesn’t pay 
stations and therefore is able to 
sell national spots at $1,500 per, | 
with four spots going into each 
half-hour. Low cost of the plan 
has enabled Mutual to pact top ad- 
vertisers like Lever Bros., R. J. 
Reynolds and General Mills. 

Other webs feel that those five 
hours daily, with no station pay- | 
ment involved, can be sold at a far | 
cheaper rate than theirs. So far, 
Viutual has indicated no change in 
selling policy. Despite the fact 
that clearance on all stations would 
be assured if the plan is accepted, 
Mutual indicated it would sell on 
a rate card basis anyway. 

‘Realistic Solution’ 

Secondary reaction was one of 
grudging admission that as far as 
the network viewpoint is = con- 
cerned, Mutual has come up with 
a realistic solution to the pressing 
problem of radio sales in this TV 
era. They expressed doubt, how- 
ever, over the value of the plan to 
stations, pointing out that it’s dif- 
ficult enough as it is for the out-| 
lets to sell time. Another factor | 
stressed was question of whether | 
national spot advertisers would 
sell to local stations when stations 
are providing what amounts to 
“free” time to network sponsors. 

O'Neil pointed out to the sta- 
tions, however, that it would take 
sales on only two half-hours of the 
14-hour programming for’ the 
average station to equal the} 
amount it’s now getting from the 
network through current station 
payment. Sale of three shows 
would put the station above the 
network payment figure. 

Plan applies to pay stations 
only, with a new plan forthcoming | 
for the web's bonus stations. Idea 
Originated at the affiliates meet 
last October at Virginia Beach, 
was set into action at the recent 
affiliates meeting at Cape Cod. 

New network option times 
haven't been set yet, but it’s fig- 
ured that the 10:30-12 a.m. period, 
which is niostly sold via “Wonder- | 
ful City,” ‘Queen for a Day” and 
“Ladies Fair’ will be included. 
Likewise, 7:30-8:50 p.m, is consid- 
ered virtually certain, since it in- 
cludes Gabriel Heatter’s strip, the 
upcoming Perry Como show and 
the web's helf of Multi-Message 
Another possibility is  10:30-11, 
since Eddie Fisher's Coke show 
airs twice a week from 10:30-10:45 
p.m. ‘ 

O'Neil promised stations that 
the funds withheld from. stations 
under the new plan will go into a 
network programming pool to be 
maintained for the purpose of up- 
grading the web's programming 
Members of the advisory commit- 
tee got on the closed-circuit with 
O'Neil and station relations-en- 
Rineering v.p. Pete Johnson to 
back the plan. 

Other facets of the plan include | 


) 
} 


would be 


Mutual Plan 


—_— ————aae Continued from page 26 = 


| Tribune 


|avoided in the past. 


}eney for 








stations’ right to sell the 30-second 
station breaks in the five hours of 
network option time and _ limita- 
tion of special events to five 
events yearly. Plan is slated to go 
into effect in October. 











| 


Larson 











_—_ Continued from page 25 jam 
from Zion’s Securities Corp., where 
he was assistant mgr. 


Trimming of broadcast time and | : a | 
i from five to only seven. “I'd rather | 


bringing back radio operations to 
town from the transmitter resulted 
in the firing. Establishing a sign- 
on time of noon weekdays and 4 
p.m. weekends eliminated much lo- 
cal TV programming and film ed- 


|iting and that accounted for four 
| staff talent and several cutters and 


editors. Also fallen by the way 


were several writers, stenos and 
staffers. 
General idea of bringing radio |} 


back to downtown offices according | 
to Larson, is closer coordination of | 


promotion on both outlets. Also a 
consideration seems to be the fact 


'that a writer in town can handle 
|radio and TV, whereas separated 


operations would require two drag- 
ging down paychecks. Same ap- 
plies to other departments. 
Ultimate goal towards which 
Larson is heading is bringing all 
operations under one roof. Cur- 
rently radio operates out of the 
Building, while video is 
a few blocks away in its own quar- 


| ters, 


Next few months, says Larson, 
will be spent rescheduling for fall 
and winter, with plans calling for 
greater use of net live shows on 
TV. This will probably result in 
earlier sign-on later in the year. 

Radio will get the full treatment 
of reshuffling after study of the 
present programming is completed. 
‘Vhile nothing definite is set, in- 
dications are it will go in the di- 
rection of building up personali- 
ties, something which KDYL has 
Larson also 
hopes to be able to go in for a 
heavier sked of simulcasts, 











Industrial Pix 











a Continued from page 24 = 
lieves there is an increasing tend- 
organization - financed 
editorial films to be entertaining 


, enough to warrant sponsorship by 


an outside advertiser.” For exam- 
ple, his company produced three 
films, ‘Shooting Straight,” starring 
Tim Holt, financed by the National 
Rifle Assn. The latter organiza- 
tion is now seeking another bank- 


| roller to finance making 10 others 
| in the vidfilm series, since the in- 


stitutional pitch is largely devoted 
to showing youngsters how to han- 
die a rifle. However, he doubts 
whether a TV _ station would be 


permitted to show another of his | 


firm’s industrial films, “The Story 
Of Old Crow,” about whiskey-mak- 
ing, turned out for National Dis- 
tillers, 

Ken Baldwin, producer for Mar- 


athon TV Newsreel, Inc., feels 
| there’s still an untapped market 
for scientific editorial films. One 


of his railroad films, ‘‘Clear Iron,” 
made for the Budd Co. of Philadel- 
phia, has already been shown in 
123 TV stations in 88 cities. This 


August, it will begin releasing to 
both TV and theatres a 12-minute 
picture about helicopters in atomic 
warfare, “Air Head,” produced by 
the Sikorsky Aircraft Co. in coop- 
eration.with the Dept. of Defense 
and the U. S. Marine Corps. 








- Kaufman 


Continued from page 24 


tribution basket, he’ll continue to 
|act as a distributor for outside 
productions, and will continue to 
| function primarily in the syndica- 
| tion field. 

One reason for his confidence in 
syndicated sales is his sales force. 











Despite his administrative expan-| 


sion, his sales staff has increased 
have seven top men than 17 
| mediocre salesmen,” he says. 
i\fers include ex-station execs— 


| Hann J. Tyler, formerly with KHJ- | 
|TV. L. A. and Vic Peck ex-WDAF- | 


| TV in Kansas City, for example. 


With “Life With Elizabeth” al-| 
ready under production and “Joe | 


| Palooka” set to start next month, 
| plus anticipated new sales renewals 
|}on Liberace, Kaufman expects to 
treble his gross by next January. 
Firm expects to end this year with 


of the new properties, “Liberace,” 
“Invitation Playhouse” (one of the 
series it started with), “Lash of 
the West” (another initialler, sold 


use for $300,000) and his sports 
library, which has been shaped 
into separate shows. 


PROBE CRASH OF WLIB 
TOWER, INJURING FIVE 


Engineers and contractors were 
back at work this week reconstruct- 
ing the new transmitting tower 
for WLIB, N. Y., following its sud- 
den collapse and crash last week 
(15) in Queens, near the East River. 
Station execs figure the crash of 
the tower, still unexplained, will 
delay until early September the 
scheduled switch of transmitting 





Tower, under construction by 
its moorings and crashed into a 
street, injuring five, damaging four 
autos and narrowly missing 60 


Office of the Queens County Dis- 
trict Attorney is investigating the 
mishap, reason for which 1s still 
unexplained, since it had been 
moored in concrete. The 212-foot 
edifice missed the station’s new 
transmitting building. Station and 
contractors are all covered by in- 
surance in case of damage suits. 
Station decided to move _ its 





when it was found that the Brook- 
cover Harlem, large source of the 


posite Harlem, across the East 
River. 


Maine’s ‘Lobster Network’ 








has been set up among six stations 
to cover both populated and rural 
areas in the state. Group has set 
up program packages and a rate 
structure and is readying for an 
|} early fall start: 

| Stations involved are WPOR, 
| Portland; WCOU, Lewiston; 
|'WFAU, Augusta; WRKD, Rockland; 
| WTVL, Waterville 
Rumford, which hasn't gone on the 
air yet. Net claims to cover 75° 
of the radio komes in Maine. 





—— 























Henry C. Brown has ttoved to 743 Fifth Avenue 


Gi. 


-5-56356 


.|on Channel 6. Roecker is, off on a concert tour which includes 


Staf- | 


a billings of $2,230,000, via sales | 


facilities from Brooklyn to Queens, | 


Gunnar Olsen, worked loose from | 


children in a nearby playground. | 


transmitting site a few months ago | 
lyn transmitter did not adequately | 


station’s audience. New site is op-| 


New radio network in Maine, 
tagged “The Lobster Network,” , 


and WRUM,' 


{ 


| 


| 





From the Production Centres 


Continued from page 30 
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| Dix Chorus will sit in for Eddie Roecker on Thursdays at 10:30 p. m 
| appearance in “Carmen” at the St. Louis Civic Opera Co... . Loca’. 
| ites Bix Reichner and Elliot Lawrence have written a new song calle 
“Take Them Out To The Country” at the.request of the publisher ,; 
| the New York Herald Trib. The tune will be used to promote +} 
|newspaper’s Fresh Air Fund... Lynn Dollar, WPTZ’s weather ¢;)| 
and Joe McCauley, pilot of the Dawn Patrol over WIP, an all nic 
record show, filled in as columnists for the Daily News TV scrih 
Mitch Schwartz . . . Gerald Savory, director of the Playhouse in 

| Park, is taking a two-weeks leave of absence to work on a Rob, 
Montgomery Summer Theatre offering . .. WFLN, whose FM br 
casts are usually limited to music and news, is carrying play-} 

| descriptions of key matches in the Pennsylvania State Tennis « 
pionships at the Merion Cricket Club. 


IN PITTSBURGH .. .* 


Theresa Paul is manager Harold Lund’s new secretary at WD 
She replaces Vera Oldenburg, who resigned to head sales service 
partment of WENS ... Robert C. Connelly has left the Cabot & 
Coffman agency to join WCAE sales staff. He had previously be 
with WPIT here and before that with WLIO in East Liverpool, O 
Caryle Freeborn, of Cleveland, named assistant manager in charge 
of programming for WKJF-TV .. . Jane Gibson of KQV celebratin; 
her 24th year in radio this month. She originally went with the station 
in July, 1929... Keps Electric Co. has renewed sponsorship of 
Johnny Boyer’s nightly sportscasts’ over KDKA at 11:15 ... Hank 
Stohl returning to WDTV announcing staff next month. He left ea: 
this spring to become program manager of WSAZ-TV in-Charleston 
W. Va... . John W. Hines, former chief engineer at WBYP in B 
Falls, has been named director of sales for Magnecord, Inc. .. . Jane 
Anderson moving up from production assistant at Channel 2 to secre- 
tary of production chief. She succeeds Estelle Demas, who is following 
her boss, Don Menard, to WENS. 


to ABC-TV for two years maximum | 


IN CLEVELAND ... 


Eleanor Brozko is the new WNBK “Nancy Dixon, Jr.” with Phoebe 
| Wecht .. . NBC newsroom additions include Jim Yasinow, forme: 

| WOSU, and Bernie Nedwich, WBNS-TV ... Standard Oil of Ohio 
| picked up 5:15 p. m. WGAR tab for “Sandlot Reporter” .. . Flo Roth, 
WJW flack, chairman of entertainment committee for Press Club's 
annual Page One Ball. George Jessel has accepted emcee stint 

| Ball... Former WNBK program directors Carl Freeborn and Joe 
Jenkins named assistant station manager and commercial manager re- 
spectively of WKFJ-TV ... Chris Miller, WSRS disker, has moved to 
Smith's Barbeque . . . Marvin E. Hackstedde has joined Carr Liggett 
Advertising ... Alex Buchan named WEOL station manager... 
WDOK’s program director Wayne Mack reported easing duties to do 
more private business engagements ... Dorothy Fuldheim, WHWS 
commentator, and James B. McGeachy, CBLT analyst, swapped T\ 
stints in brace of good-will exchange program-days ... Maurice Gold- 
man, Cleveland Institute of Music, skedded for local WJW opera quiz 


before ABC net program. 

\* 

-ABC-TV’s Quickie Web 
Spread for Shriners 


prestige and audience to be gained; ABC-TV pulled a special events 
iby sponsoring alternately with) beat out of a hat last week with 
Steel. |its exclusive telecasts of the 
Much the same thing happened | Shriner’s parade in N. Y. Idea for 
on the web's Friday night sched- | the telecast originated with WABC- 
ule. With the alternately-spon- | TV, the web's key in N. Y., on the 
sored “Ozzie & MHiarriet,” at 8 morning of the parade (16). 
|p. m., picking up momentum, Pep-| Station cleared the program 
si-Cola, through Biow, bought the | With the Shriners by noon, then 
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ABC-TV Steel Biz 


aaa Continued from page 27 et | 























8:30 time for a filmed dramatic | went out and sold eight spots 
|series to start in the fall. Fol-,to Pepsi-Cola for that evening. 
lowing the Pepsi sale, web was| Somevof them were live, since 


|able to pact Armour and Bristol-| cameras merely focussed on the 
Myers for alternate sponsorship of large Pepsi sign on Times Sq. op- 
its Paul Hartman starrer, “Pride | posite the pickup point. 
lof the Family.” | When network news and special 
| Sunday follows the pattern too, | events chief John Madigan heard 
with Viceroy, looking for a 15-/ of the plan, he sent a hurry cal! 
| minute network show, having | through station relations, and 
' moved into the spot following Wal-' Cleared six stations on the nétwork 
ter Winchell. With the Winchell; to pick up the event. Web and 
‘show and Viceroy’s “Orchid | WABC-TV carried the parade ex- 
Room” moving to 9 p.m. Sundays | Clusively, from 9:50 p.m. to 1:25 
in the fall, BB Pen picked up 15 4.m. Stations tied up local spon- 
minutes of the upcoming George , Sors for the airing. 
Jessel show to follow at 9:30. | 
With Ray Bolger pegged for a} ; . 
Thursday slot, web expects to pick ' a SO ss y+ Benoenngron, 
up a couple more accounts with | triple ite pe gy Aged endl 
top shows for that evening. And Indiana by late October or ear!) 
with Joel Gray and the Will Mas- November, owner Sarkes Tarziai 
tin Trio and Sammy Davis, Jr..| announced last week. Tarzian said 
still to be set, besides the filmed| WTTV will up its wattage from 
| properties starring Barry Sullivan | 30.000 to 100,000 and switch simu!- 
'and Cesar Romero, the snowball| taneously from Channel 10 (o 
may spread into an avalanche, me 4, as authorized by the 


Walker, Ex-FCC, in Law, aaa 
Lecturer on Educ’l TV} « 


Washington, July 21. 

Former FCC Commissioner Paul 
Walker, who retired three weeks 
ago after 20 years with the agency 
and 40 years with the Government, 
plans to practice law in Washing- 
ton and Oklahoma, his native 
state, beginning about Oct. 1. 

Walkep, who is 75, will take a 
two months vacation before open-| 
ing offices here and in Oklahoma 
City, where he served for many 
years aS a member of the Okla- 
homa Corp. Commission, before 
coming to the Capital. 

The ex-FCC chairman and com- 
missioner will make himself avail- 
able for lectures, particularly in 
the field of educational TV, in 
which he played a prominent role 
as a member of the FCC, 
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Latest Coral Release 


“TOYS” 
“| AIN'T GONNA DO IT” 


Dir.: MCA 
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Under Contract to Sponsors and Networks: 


STRIKE IT RICH | 
MAN AGAINST CRIME : 
FIRST NIGHTER ; 

GLAMOUR GIRL 

CONFESSION 

THE CHASE 

THE LINEUP 

WANTED BY WASHINGTON 
COUSIN WILLIE 

BREAKFAST IN HOLLYWOOD 
SECOND CHANCE 

JASON and the GOLDEN FLEECE 
GEORGE PUTNAM NEWS 

HAIL THE CHAMP 
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FRANK COOPER—President 
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ducing her dummies, Taffy and | other quiz shows, “Super boa 
Dinky. who sounded like carbon| will find it difficult to segeet to 
copies of another quite well-known | the general audience, ossibls re- 
dummy, Charlie McCarthy. Finale | ceiving its only favor from among 
had her do a song about a — the intelligentsia. Jack. 
dile in which both the studio audi- mene 
ence, consisting of a group of sur- POLICE REPORTER . 
prisingly listless kids, and the, With Jay McMullen, guests Chit 
viewers were invited to partici- | Directors: Doug Gabrielle, i 
pate — ‘ a 

SHOW which is presented by 15 M ns., ues., 3:30 p.m. 
WNBT in cooperation with Leo | SANDRA MOTORS 
Pillot, holds real promise, even| WBKB, Chicago 
within the limited time allotted to (Advertising Corp. of America 
it. Miss Lewis’ pronounced charms, “Police Reporter” opened neat!; 
if given a chance, should be of| gave a promise of excellence and 
great help in sugar-coating the |then quickly fizzled into mediocrity 
facts that are dispersed through-| aj) the attention gained by a cleve! 
out. Maybe, too, it would be wise| gim and narration opening was 
to slacken the pace and adjust the | hastily dissipated, first by an ob- 
humor to certain age levels. As it|trysive commercial, and next by 
was in the first show, the funny | the ineptness of emcee Jay McMul- 
lines occasionally missed both the| jen to sustain viewers’ interest 
youngsters and the adults who] once he had captured it. Unfor- 
may have been watching. The} tynately. he’s tied inexorabaly to a 
basic idea of “Facts 'N Fun” fs 80] script. 
good, it should be able to succeed The basic idea of the show is 


lige 
on Its own, = Hift. good and draws upon a subject 


that should be inexhaustible, i.e., 
SUPER GHOST “3 ‘ 


A crime in the Windy City and the 
With Bergen Evans, Shirley Stern,| work of the city’s finest in com 
. Buddy Black, Rebert Merriam batting it. 

Ae ly Jay Sheridan Edition caught featured an inter- 
ctor: Paul Robinson P ) hee : : ad 
20 Mins.. S : view with Chi's FBI office chief 
30 Mins., Sun., 6:30 p.m. ‘ ; inter spiked 
Sustaining t “y — ee ae _— yo ot 
NBC-TV, from Chicago nals, Remainder of the 15 minutes 

After resting in peace for almost 
a year, “Super Ghost” is back 
haunting the airwaves, revived by 
NBC to replace vacationing “Mr. 
Peepers.” The last in a trio of 
warm weather offerings to the web 
from Chi, the only change in format 
from last year's like entry is the 
inclusion of long-distance tele- 
phone conversations with viewers. wording the tag line at the close. 

Idea of the show is not simple. McMullen as a reporter covering 
Based on the old game of “Ghost,” | the police beat for Chi’s Daily 
viewers compete with panelists who | News. should be familiar with his 
are equipped with blackboards and 
chalk. Viewer, competing for vari- 
ous prizes on other end of phone, 
offers three root words. Panelists | 
each take turns adding one letter | 
to the root, attempting all the while 
to avoid the completion of a 
whole word. Should a word be 
tompleted, panelist is one-third a 
ghost, and game moves to the next 
word root. 

As a final authority on etymol- | 
ogy, there's also an unseen “ghost” | 
on hand, complete with filter mike 
and an assist from Merriam Web- 
ster 

Show regulars, with the excep- 
tion of emcee Bergen Evans, offer 
little in the way of originality or|ent and program administration 
cleverness The latter, a past] veep, presiding. Speakers: Freder- 
master of the quip, sparked the]|ick W. Wile Jr., networks produc- 
show in its lagging moments, of | tion veepee; Fred Shawn, program 
Which there were many, st administration director; Edward 
selaalatie ie ee it. Peat Souhami, union relations coordina- 

. tor, and Joseph Hefferman, finan- 
- cial veepee. 

11:15 am.—‘“Radio Supports 
TV.” Speakers: John Cleary, radio 
network program manager, and 
Thomas McAvity, national pro- 
gram director. 
| 1:15 p.m.—“Tomorrow, Color.” 
|Speaker: Sylvester L. (Pat) 





city’s crime happenings of the pre- 
ceding 24 hours. 

Poor technical work managed to 
amplify the show’s flaws, including 
a closeup of the emcee nervously 
awaiting a cue from his director 
in the opening and the cutting 
of the audio before he had finished 


him to overcome obvious nervous- 


script, to lift the show to the class 
of good TV fare. Even so, if any 
loval audience is built by the 
show, they'll have a difficult time 
finding it each day, as this cross- 
the-board entry is scattered helter- 
skelter ov g the WBKB weekly 
schedule. Jack. 








Greenbrier Meet — 
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| board. 

| Wednesday, Sept. 2 

| 9 am.—“The Film Story.” Rob- 
ert W. Sarnoff, Film Division veep, 
presiding. Speakers: Tom Mce- 
ALL STAR REVUB Knight and Ed Beloin, NBC pro- 

Saturdays, 8-9 P.M., EDST | ducers, Hollywood. 

Mgt.: Willlam Morris Agency | 10:45 am—‘Tell It To New 
'York.” Speakers: producer Bob 





Now starring on NBC’s 

















the people SEE 


WDEL-TV 


Channel 12 


N 
the people BUY 
WDEL-TV advertised products 


Write for information about your 
profit opportunity in WDEL-TV’s 
large, rich market. 





Wilmington, Delaware =e 


WDEL Am TV FM 


A Steinman Station 


Sales Representative 


MEEKER 


New York * Chicago * Los Angeles * San Francisco 





was devoted to a recap of the} 


subject, and thus it remains for | 


ness and detach himself from a} 


| Weaver Jr., vice chairman of the | 


| Welch of Hollywood; Chi program | 
director Ben Park, and John K. 
, West, Hollywood veepee. 

11:30 am—‘“The Sales Story 
and You.” John K. Herbert, vee-| 
pee in charge of networks. 
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1:35 p.m.—“The Critics Corner.” | “Breakfast With Music,” while lat- views, since his resignation from 


Syd Eiges, press veep, presiding.| ter is vacationing in Europe. He's; the Transit Authority had cap- 


speakers: invite radio| an amiable guy and a good choice 
—— oe Sy ee |for this type of show. However, 
2:45 p.m.—"“The Defense from Program caught Wednesday (15) 
the Floor. Burr Tilstrom, creator | was especially weak in an opening 
| of “Kukla, Fran and Ollie. | comedy skit centered around Herl- 
Thursday, Sept. 3 |ihy as a newspaper editor. It also 
9:05 a.m.—“The Writer.” Speak- 7 
ers: Robert E. Sherwood, whose 
three tele originals will be pre-| Chitchat between Herlihy and the 
sented on NBC-TV next season; | trio (all male) seemed forced and 
Thomas Phipps, and Goodman. was also uninteresting. Also guest- 
Ace. chief writer for the Milton! ing was jazzman Eddie Condon, 
serie show. who seemed a little out of place 
11 am.—“The Producer.” Speak-|0n a morning show targeted at 
ers: Max Liebman, Robert Mont- housewives and their kiddies. 
gomery, Fred Coe and Tony Miner. 


Singer Clark Dennis is another 
8:15 p.m.—Dinner. 


filler personality, having taken 





| 


| fell flat when three visiting Shrin- | 
ers were brought on as guests. ! 


tured most of the headlines in re- 
cent days. Jeffe was the only 
member of the TA to vote against 


yvasn’t too strong an entry. TVer)| the 15c fare and he quit with the 


Statement that the increase was 
“rigged.” Incidentally, the in- 
crease applies both to the subways 
and to the muny-operated surface 
lines, but the latter subject wags 
brushed off. 

There was one good laugh when 
one of the panelists, asked what 
improvements on the subway were 


|envisioned as a result of an in- 


9:45 p.m.—Speech by General, over for the vacationing Milton De | 


Sarnoff, “The Challenge.” ' ) . 
is still dispensing the music on 
—— if program. Dennis pleased with his 
} s | vocalling of “Blue Skies” and in a 
Mighty K. C. ‘comedy duet with regular song- 
| stress Francey Lane. Latter also 
§———— Continued from page 25 aa did an okay piping job on “I ve 
|Got a Right to Sing the Blues. 
Particularly in the daytime seg-| Band backing and instrumentaliz- 
ments, whole blocks of cross-the-| ing was good. Group jazzed it up 
board sponsored shows are desert-| nicely with ‘Muskrat Ramble,” 
ing the station to ride with the! played as a tribute to Condon 
new CBS-TV affiliate. | Number, however, isn't exactly 
What's happened in K.C, will be | grooved for a.m. programining. 
more or less duplicated in the im-| Show wound up with a w eather 
mediate future in about 30 other | report and cast reading of  birth- 
| one-station markets throughout the | day greetings to moppet viewers. 
country, now that the FCC has au-| The weather analysis was also a 
thorized a large number of new | JUVe item. Participating sponsors 
: : ‘re given a 
stations in these so-called problem | “STS & : 
pinged ea — — He Amsterdam is slated to return to 
‘ >. j , 8 - « 
these new outlets are UHF and | 
thus lack a built-up audience, the | 
impact generally won’t be as pro-| : 
nounced as in the case of Fitzer, | There could hardly be anything 
depending-on how soon and how | ™°re_ frustrating to a viewer in 
strong a “UHF consciousness” can | er City = Rg ov tage than & de- 
be instilled in the cities where | a She rns ibe. Fag this. yp 
single VHF stations have held a ¢.,. qe : ta 8) 
monopoly fait about to be accompli (July 25), 
a- | it’s ific ionTe "ap = 
| These are the target areas in the hey bowel = = ny ve why, , bub 
|, CSS ¢ . areas . lic service series such as “An Eye 
imminent breakup of single-station on New York” (WCBS-TV) elected 
monopoly with the coming com-j| to devote a half-hour to the sub- 
| petition: Pittsburgh, St. Louis, | ject last Sunday (19). The hike is 














Lugg Monday (27). Jess. 





Providence, Charlotte, Schenec-| So what possible pubserv was in- 
tady, Seattle, Toledo, Houston, | volved in kicking the ball around 
Memphis, Rochester, Huntington, | ¢xcept to make the citizenry hotter 
W. Va., Nortolk, New Orleans, 
| Oklahoma City, Richmond, Miami,|. To be sure, the two 
Des Moines (Ames), Greensboro, | Prousht before the cameras, with 


N. C., Jacksonville, Nashville, Erie, | /@"ry LeSueur as moderator, were | the station's 31st birthday, Roches- 


Tulsa, Binghamton and Portland. enabled to air their particular the- 


satisfactory ride. | wakes City Hall 


| Lugg, whose combo, incidentally, | 


evrease, answered, ‘“‘fewer riders” 
during the w.k. rush hour. Tr 





os Continued from page 30 


| 
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| Radio Reviews 
generalities about ‘“‘smoke-filied 
rooms” and similar bromides did 
not reflect an insider's insight into 
city hall affairs. 

In future programs, he might 


| consider the idea of conjecturing 


about the future possible steps of 


| the politicos, appraising the agility 


of their party maneuvers, or sim- 
ply comparing their quotations on 
similar issues for ironic effect, 
much in the saucy way that Don 
Hollenbeck did when conducting 
radio’s unfortunately departed 


|“CBS Views The Press.” As it is 


ishow tomorrow (Thurs.) and De} 


Milwaukee, Buffalo, Indianapolis, | about to become a reality, period. | 


| . 
; service 


than ever under the wilted collar. | 
camps } 


‘ | ories, even if the horse already was | 
| Ore. j 





to the smith. Supporting the in- 
Preem Set For Aug. 1 | crease, to no one’s surprise, were 
Kansas City, July 21. | Col. Sidney H. Bingham and Hen- 

Target date for KMBC-TV and ry K. Norton, of the city’s new 
WHB-TV to go on the air in their | Transit Authority. Pitted vs. them 
recently FCC-approved share-time | were Louis Broido, veepee of the 
arrangement has been set as Aug. | Gimbel Bros. emporium, and Wil- 
1. Interim transmission equipment | — A tag ie of econ- 
atop the Power and Light building OMCs a Pgs i who did a 
was approved by the FCC and al- sah tae oe liagee taBins: ig Tong io 
as ap ; | The Jatter has advanced the novel 

| ready is on hand. 'plan that riders should pay ac- 
| Studios there will be used by | cording to the length of the ride, 


| 


' 


'WHB-TV until final studie setup;in short, a zone fare. Broido took | 


| stolen and the lock can go back! 


now, “City Hall—New York” just 
seem like a 
morgue, rather than the vital po- 
litical arena it really is, Ras] 





| TV Public Service 








Continued from page 26 = 


up. A subsequent poll by Columbia 
U. of persons taking the tests 
showed that the stations had 
drawn 20°7 of them. 

Along the same lines and in con- 
junction with its policy of cele- 
brating its birthday with publi¢ 
campaigns, WHAM, the 
radio arm of the Stromberg-Carl- 
son operation in Rochester, de- 
voted two days of broadcasting to 
shut-ins throughout its listening 
area last week on the occasion of 


ter Mayor Samuel B. Dicker pro- 
claimed a “world inside shut-ins 
day,” and station pitched special 
programs and spots for shut-ins, 
along with members of the sta- 


| tion’s own shut-in club. 


!can be worked out. KMBC-TV al-| the position that rides should he | 
ready has its own television studio | 0" the cuff like every other muni-| 


and auditorium. 
| NBC Reshutfle 


i———— Continued from page 25 

















the main. 


Before they were assembled for 
the discourse, the public’s reaction 
was given via filmed interviews 
with joeblows in the garment dis- 
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Cott switch to network radio re- | 
mains an unanswered question. |at a Third Ave. bar, etc. 

The newest executive reshuffle | date programming should have dic- 
has had the effect of heightening, | tated 
rather than diminishing, 


cipal service, with taxes to pay the | 
| freight. Col. Bingham and Norton | 
‘discussed the financial aspect in| 


trict, on the Staten Island ferry, | 
Up-to- | 


either the appearance of | 
appre-| Ephraim F, Jeffe or a discussion | 


hension around the network this|°f the merits or demerits of his! 





Scranton — Hugh Connor, staff 
announcer at WQAN, the Scranton 
Times station, upped to the post of 
program director, according to gen- 
eral manager Cecil Woodland. 





HOME FOR SALE 


CROTON-ON-HUDSON 


Large one-story home nestled 
in midst of 17 acres—swim- 
ming pool—bath house—very 
picturesque—3 bedrooms and 
2 baths—maid’s room and 
bath—utility room—orchard— 
view of Hudson—for sale— 
furnished $50,000. Call CRo- 
ton 1-3563 for appointment. 




















week with the prevailing sentiment 
that, far from setting NBC’s ad- 
ministrative house in order, this is 
but an interim blueprint. 
secret around the web that right 
up to press release time last Friday 
(when the official announcement 
went out in the mail) there was 
considerable jockeying by some of 
those involved to establish proper 
title identity. It's also felt that 
the network has still failed to elimi- 
| nate the “who's on first’? manage- 
;ment confusions, particularly in re- 
;} gard to who reports to whom. 

| Major reason for the unrest, 
| however, stems primarily from the 
tact that they're beginning to lose 
count on the reorganizations, in- 
| again-out-again-status on integra- | 
| tion, ete. 

New setup will obviously entail a 
‘number of new appointments, 
| shifts, ete. Major items on the un- 
finished business agenda are aj} 
radio program manager and radio | 
sales manager. | 





- 
Pe oe oe ee ee 








‘ , | “° ee e @ . 
Cleveland — Victor Appliance | ee © ee 
has picked up the tab for “Dress! 
Like a Million” featuring Hilda! } 

Fabian and Gerrie Rose in WEWS 
1 15-minute sewing class, 
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Cost per Thousand... 
Dollar for Dollar... 
Ratingwise... 
Anyway You Figure It 
KSTP Radio Is a Better 
Buy Than 
Ever! 
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‘Coverage 


Continued f 


individual ex- 


There 
amples, 


are some 


do more than merely 
news and discussion ‘“Today” can 
be classified as hard news with 
entertainment features). 

Davidson Taylor, NBC _ public 
affairs director, is working on a 
series of half-hour documentaries 


on the world’s “Trouble Spots,” 
which will be aired, when timely, 
on an irregular basis. One of these, 
“Berlin: Window on Fear,” was 
put on NBC-TV air so suddenly 
two weeks ago that many of its 
potential audience did not realize 


it was on the schedule 
What’s -needed in 
newsmen say, is 


such cases 
not documentaries 


on an occasional basis (CBS-T\ 
does some too) but on a regular 
weekly basis, with all the networks 


participating. 

In October, Ed Murrow 
starting his new news show, “Per- 
son to Person,” which will have 
a different approach in that home 
viewers will visit, via tele, the 
homes of newsworthy subjects and 


will be 


there get to meet and know them, 
better and informally as human 
beings. But this, again, is an in- 


dividual example and 
dustry-wide movement. 


not an In- 


There might also be fuller news 
coverage on more levels coming 
from the reorganization of the 








- WJAR-TV 


ABOUT ITS NEW 


a 


| SINGING SENSATION | 


Fresh from New York and 
fabulous success at the 
famed Copacabana, the 
Paramount, Gogi's La Ruel 
A sought-after singer on 
the “Ken Murray Show” 
»++"“Kate Smith Show” 
' “Celebrity Time” .. . the 
Faye Emerson Show”! 


NOW STARRING ON THE 


NEw ENGLAND 
TALENT.CLUB 


Monday through Friday 
5 to 5:15 pm | 
Sponsered Mandays and 
Wednesdays by THREE 
MUSKETEERS and SNICKERS 


en Toesdays by SIMMONDS 
UPHOLSTERY. A breezy 
howr af tuneful 









talent, 


People. Per Penny 
thon in ony other 


eren in the U.S. A. 


CHANNEL 

















of course, of attempts to | 
offer hard | 


with established | 


# of serious music ‘orchestra, 








In Depth’ 


rom page 27 


ABC-TV setup, which finds John 
Daly as veepee in charge of op- 
erations. Despite his fabulous suc- 
cess as an emcee, Daly has always 
been primarily a newsman. 

Beyond the few exceptions, 
the prospect of ABC-TV’'s future 
plans, newsmen say there's little 
new or exciting industrywise in 
the coverage of news. There’s a 
great need, they add, for televi- 
sion to reevaluate its news setup, 
1use at the moment the indus- 
try seems to be standing still when 
it should be exploring new ways 
and means of doing its biggest job, 
that of informing the American 
people 








and 
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Transeceanic v I | 


Continued from page 





ee tee 

tion, which was introduced by Sen. 
Bourke Hickenlooper’ (R.-lowa), 
follows persistent efforts during 


the past two years of a New York 


engineering group, known as Uni- 
tel, Inc., to interest Congress in 
What is called the NARCOM plan 


he scheme envisages a series of 
microwave relay stations, between 
Newfoundland and Europe, with 
coaxial cable or lightships carry- 
ing video trarsmissions across the 
ocean gaps to Greenland, Iceland, 
Ferro Islands, Shetland Islands 
iand England. The widest stretch 
| of sea would be less than 300 miles. 
| Problems involved in building 
and maintaining the relay stations 
lin icebound country, the high costs 
tigty possibilities of working 
out an international agreement to 
|carry out the scheme and finance 
ithe project—these are among the 
isubjects which the commission 
| would investigate. 
| Among those who have been 
eee the project are William 

Halstead, prexy of Unitel, which 
be been retained to build a micro- 
|; wave relay network for television 
;in Japan; Maj. Henry F. Holthusen, 
| who was special consultant to a 
be nate Foreign Relations subcom- 
mittee, which held hearings on the 
| resolution last year, and Dr. Walter 
| Doshinsky, a N. Y. engineer. 

Sen. Karl Mundt (R.-S.D.), and 
iSen. Homer Capehart (R.-Ind.), 
|have shown interest in the scheme 
| as part of a “master global plan” 
for TV. The Voice of America has 
also indicated interest. 

Postpone Vote 

Whether the resolution can be 
voted at this session of Congress 
appears doubtful, in view of plans 
for a July 31 adjournment, but 
strong influences are believed to 
be pushing for fast action. If the 
Senate passes the bill, it would be 
necessary for the House to get ac- 
tion by the House Interstate Com- 
merce Committee, which probably 
would want to hold hearings on 
the project, and concurrence by the 
House itself. 

There's also a possibility that, 
when the measure comes before 
the Senate, a jurisdictional ques- 
tion may be raised, because of its 
sponsorship by the Foreign Rela- 
tions Committee, instead of the In- 
i terstate Commerce Committee, 
|which usually handles telecommu- 
| nications matters. 
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Continued from page 27 











| 
——} 
| sical and anecdotal account of his 
| trip for June, July and August is- 
sues of the Saturday Review. 
Coverage of “Festivals,” the big 
international musica] events of the 
summer, was Fassett’s idea. It’s 
|}aimed not only to keep the Phil- 


| harmonic time and audience, but 
“to build the serious music au- 
|dience of Sunday afternoons. He 
(has had complete freedom from 
| Willys and its agency, Ewell & 
| Thurber, who also have’ been 
| liberal with praise. 
| One of Fassett’s major aims in 
‘his second European trip is to 
record the new opera, ‘Der Prin- 
zess,” by Gottfried von Einam, out- 
standing contemporary German 
composer. He'll present four live 
shows from ‘Tanglewood, and 
record one at Bayreuth, two at 


Salzburg, and four at Edinburgh. 

Music on radio is on the upbeat, 
| Fassett reports. Peak was reached 
| before the war, when he had a 
| staff of six and the CBS Radio net 
| offered a total of 20 hours a week 
vocal, 
, keyboard, etc.). Low point was two 


; Seasons ago 
| when 





(214 hours 
the Philharmonic was _ re- 
corded and played the next after- 
noon. He now has one associate. 
Oliver Daniel, and is in charge of 
presentation of 4°4 hours of seri- 
ous music on the air weekly. 

The Philharmonic, Fassett says, 
had the highest daytime Sunday 
rating ‘up to 5:15 p.m.) last season, 
and this has changed executives’ 


thinking. Network function, he be- 
lieves, will be to keep in touch 
with music news and present new 
events first, something the nets 
can do better nationally, with thei: 
greater facilities, than loca}! sta- 
tions. “World Music Festivals.’ 


first time on radio, 
direction. 


is a Start in that 


weekly), | 

















and (b) those from areas with one 
or more operating 
both groups, cities will be 
uled for hearing on the 
population, 

The Commission 
lists of cities for processing every 
two months, revising the 
construction of stations 
Status of applications 


stations, In 


sched- 
basis of 
will issue new 


lists as 
affeets the 


The new procedure was adopted 
over the vigorous dissent of Com 
Frieda Hennock who contended 


| New FCC Process Plan 


=m Continued from page 27 == 


ee 





that it fails to give proper recog- 
nition to UHF applications which 
received high priority under the 
old procedure. Pointing out that 


185° of the channel assignments 
are for UHF stations, Miss Hen- 
nock asserted that priority for 


UHF is essential “for the assured 
establishment of an integrated 
VHF-UHF nationwide TV service.” 
Miss Hennock also felt that the 
Commission should have called for 
comments from interested parties 
before adopting the procedure. 





There's a Wacter Key 
to Detroit’s 1% Million. 


Home Radios... and 


% Million Car, Radios 


\ 
\ 


Bosic NBC Affiliate 





AM~--950 KILOCYCLES—S000 WATTS 
FM—CHANWEL 246-$7.1 MEGACYCLES 
Associate 
Television Station WWJ-TY 


Owned and Operated by THE DETROIT NEWS 


Just as easily and frequently as Detroiters 
turn their radio dials to WWJ, you can 
turn your products into profits in the 
great Detroit market. 


\ 










Compare rates and ratings and you'll sce 
that WWJ costs you less than the 
average cost-per-thou- 
sand listeners for 
time 


radio 
Detroit! 


in 


Surveys show that Detroit's %-million car 
radios are turned on soon as the motors are 
started up. And in Detroit more. people 
depend on the auto for spot-to-spot trans- 
portation than in any other major metro- 


politan area. 


THE WORLD'S FIRST RADIO STATION 
© Netionel Representotives: THE GEO. P. HOLLINGBERY COMPANY 
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Jocks, Juke 








Nat (King) Cole: “A Fool Was) 
1"-"If Love ds Good to Me” (Capi- 
tol). Cole is back in top form with 
this coupling. Both sides are right | 
up his alley in rhythm and senti-| 
ment. Sincerity and warmth key-| 
note each slice and it'll be a toss-} 
to which tune will take the | 


} 





up as 
lead. Overall top-drawer makeup 
of “A Fool Was I” will probably 
win the deejay push. 
Rosemary Clooney: 
Choonem”-"Stick With Me” (Co- 
lumbia) The “Come On-A My 
House” formula is repeated on 
“Cheegah Choonem,” which should | 
mean another big one for Rose-| 
mary Clooney. Wild beat with | 
lyric to match is excellently suited | 
to Miss Clooney's drive and she} 


“Cheegah 


| 


builds it into a whammo novelty 
platter. Stan Freeman's harp- 
sichord dominates the backing. 
“Stick With Me” is a_ clever 


rhythm novelty which will win its 
share of spins. 





Don Cornell: “Please Play Our 
Song”-“If I Should Love Again” 
(Coral). Neat lilt of “Please Play | 


Our Song” and charming word-| 


handling by Don Cornell add up| 
to jock and juke plays. Platter} 
has a breakaway potential. Cor- 


nell goes big-voiced and dramatic 
on the reverse for moderate re-| 
sults | 

Jerry Murad: “The Story of} 
Three Loves” - “Sweet  Lelani” 
(Mercury). Theme from the Metro 
pic, “The Story of Three Loves,” 
will probably continue the string 


. Best 





NAT (KING) COLE 
(Capttot) ..... ; 

ROSEMARY CLOONE 
(Columbia) 


$4006 48 


By MIKE GROSS 


s and Disks 








ground theme music from the Uni- 
versal-International. pic of the 
same name, aptly fits Joyce’s cow- 
boy yodel style. It’s done simply 
but effectively with a predominant 
guitar backing. Buddy Cole hits a 





jaunty beat on the reverse and an 
unbilled vocal ) 
lyric for a bouncy ride. 


Tony Pastor Orch: “Off Again, | 
On Again Blues’’-“Guiseppe’s Ser- | 


enade Song” (Decca). 
time out under the Decca banner, | 


Tony Pastor shows up as only aj 


moderate shellac bet. His gravel-| 
grooved crooning set against an} 
okay orch downbeat doesn’t come | 
through the wax barrier easily and | 
limits spinning potential. Neither | 
side will mean much in the mar- | 
ket but 
Again, On Again Blues” a nod. 

Bert Keyes: “Don’t Break My 
Heart Again’’-‘‘Lonely” (Rama). 


Keyes off to a good start. Al- 
though they're not breakthrough 
items, tunes are serviceable show- | 
are pleasant | 


case material and 
enough to rate some jock and juke 
attention. Keyes shows up best on 
“Don’t Break My Heart Again,” a 
tidy ballad entry. His soft warbling | 
technique brings plenty of emo- 
tion to the bottom deck. | 

Patty Andrews-Red Foley: ‘‘Baby 
Blues” -‘‘Unless You’re Free” 
(Decca). Teamup of Patty Andrews | 
and Red Foley ts good for an okay | 
payoff in all areas. Duo 
well working with complete ease 


Bets 


erat A FOOL WAS I 

If Love Is Good To Me 
CHEEGAH CHOONEM 

ee re ba Stick With Me 











of pix music clicks. As delivered 
by Jerry Murad's expert harmoni- 
ca against a lush Richard Hayman 
orch backing, it’s a spinning 
natural. The oldie, “Sweet Le- 
lani,” gets a fine going over on 
the reverse. 

Joel Grey: “Too Young to 
Tango"’-“Ta Ta Ta Song” (M-G-M). 
Grey projects enough personality 
in his initial platter try to get him 
moving fast with deejays and the 
coinbox trade. He gives “Too 
Young to Tango” a highpowered 
rendition pegged for current mar- 
ket. Okay pipes and sock rhythm 
sense keep the beat lively and 
listenable. Slows up for only fair 
results on flip. 

Don Cherry: “Till the Moon 
Turns Green"-‘‘No Stone  Un- 
turned” (Decca). A buoyant p.d. 
melody (w.k. on campuses as “I 
Ain't Gonna Grieve My Lord No 
More") has been updated into a 
brisk piece tagged “Till the Moon 
Turns Green” and gives Don 
Cherry one of his best shellac of- 
ferings in some time. Cherry loos- 
ens up here for nifty results. Wil! 
get attention on all levels. He 
gives “No Stone Unturned” a lift 
via a smooth delivery. In today's 
offbeat market, it could grab the 
top spins. 

Jo Ann Tolley: “I Don't Wanna 
Be a Summer Sweetheart"’-"I'll Go 
On Loving You” (M-G-M). “Sum- 


on both sides. Rhythm beat of 
“Unless You're Free” gives them 
best play possibilities. ‘Baby 
Blues” is a fair novelty item. 
June Hutton-Alex Stordahl Orch: 
“No Stone Unturned” - “Rather” 
(Capitol). “No Stone Unturned” 
has been making some noise in the 
hinterlands on an indie-made label. 
June Hutton’s cut should put it in 
a solid commercial footing in the 
urban areas. With the aid of Alex 
Stordahl’s slick backing, it’s given 
a topflight rendition. It’s still an 
offbeat entry but tailor-made for 


today’s market. “Rather” is a 
pleasant side that will get some 
spins. 


Album Reviews 


Cole Porter Songs (Walden). This 
assortment of 10 Cole Porter tunes, 
culled from legit shows and filmu- 
sicals, is a neatly packaged set 
pegged mainly for the Porter par- 
tisans. The obvious hits from the 
Porter catalog are eschewed here 
for a flock of lesser-knowns making 
it a must for collectors. Louis 
Carlyle shines through the album, 
whipping out such tidy items as 
“Get Out Of Town,” “Why 
Shouldn't I" and “Ridin’ High.” 
Bob Shaver rides tandem with Miss 
Carlyle on “You Irritate Me So” 
and solos nicely on “After You, 
Who.” David Baker and John 
Merris set a slick backing with 





mer Sweetheart” is headed for a} 
mid-hit payoff via this Jo Ann Tol- 
ley cut. Thrush’s clear and vel-| 
vely approach to a tune is dis- | 
played to advantage here. Charm-| 
ing melodic line, neat lyric and 
warm delivery make it more than 
a seasonal entry. She's okay on 


the bottom deck ballad but it’s not | 


strong enough to take any spins 
away from “Sweetheart.” 

Judy Garland: “Go Home, Joe”’- 
“Heartbroken” (Columbia). This 
is Judy Garland’s second start in 


the current pop sweepstakes and) 


she’s still at the gate. In both out- 
ings she’s been thrown by her ma- 
terial. Chance to move out seems 
besf with Heartbroken,” which she 
belts with all she’s got. “Go 
Home, Joe” is a moody ballad 
given a trademarked Garland emo- 
tional treatment but it still won't 
mean much to the market. 

Ella Mae Morse: “40 Cups of 
Coffee’-“Oh! You Crazy Moon” 
(Capitol). Ella Mae Morse has a 
way with a rhythm & blues beat 
and she shows it off in tiptop style 
on “40 Cups of Coffee.” Tune’s 
hectic beat and frantic drive are 
matched by her vibrant delivery. 


| some 


their keyboard accomp. 

Goldie Plays By The Sea (Atlan- 
tic). Goldie (Lou Hawkins) tackles 
familiar showtunes on his 
upright for some okay effects. He 
has a unique technique and gives 
the Porter - Gershwin- Rodgers & 
Hammerstein potpourri a lively 
going over. Goldie runs a seashore 
| cafe on Fire Island, N. Y., so the 
|; album should appeal to the show 
biz folk who've tippled there. 


Platter Pointers 


Sidney Torch’s ‘Mediterranean 
| Concerto” (Coral) is a_ topflight 
instrumental entry ... Al Martino 
has a so-so slice in “You Can't Go 
On Forever Breaking My Heaft” 
(Capitol)... Shep Fields orch has 
a likeable seasonal piece in “Keep 
Cool” (M-G-M) ... Dorothy Collins 
does an okay job on “Tico Tico” 
| (Audivox' . . . George Shearing 
shows off some interesting key- 
board technigues on “Indian Sum- 
mer’ (M-G- . . Roy Wiggins 
|} will make some noise with his 
| coupling of ‘Bouquet of Roses” and 
| eat tgale Waggle” (Dot)... Grady 
| Martin” has a lively slice in “Ban- 
. Bill 


|dera” (Decea).. Haley 


group takes the | 


In his first | 


the jocks may give “OF | 


| 
| 
This coupling gets newcomer Bert | 
| 


blends | 


} 


| 
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Jap Disk Thrushes Ape 
Clooney, Parrot Starr, 








Gene Norman’s ‘Just Blues’ 
For Teen Terps on Coast 


Hollywood, July 21. 


A jazz bash under the aegis of 
local deejay Gene Norman will re- 
place the Sunday afternoon terp 
sessions at the Circus Gardens, 
Santa Monica. The teenage dance 
setups, originally scheduled for 
four layouts, were dropped after 
pulling in only 28 customers in 
its first running Sunday (18). The 
terp affairs were run by Bob Keene 
as a basis for a KNXT remote. 
Keene’s show reverts back to the 
studio. 

The jazz package, tabbed ‘Just 
The Blues,” will also play on} 
Thursday evenings. 








Dedicate Chester, Pa., Shell 
Philadelphia, July 21. 

More than 4,000 persons attended 
the dedication of the new $16,000 
municipal band shell last week in 
Chester Park, Chester. Music was 
provided by the Chester Elks and 
the Lukens Steel Co. band. 

A $1,500 sound system was pre- 
sented to the city by Leonard May- 
fair, president, on behalf of Local 
484, American Federation of Mu- 
sicians. Mayor Ralph Swarts ac- 
cepted the presentation. 





UPBEATING POPS VIA 
VICTOR’S CHILI SAUCE 


RCA Victor is adding a chile 
seasoning to Tin Pan Alley’s pop 
output via its International Divi- 
sion’s slicings. In addition to re- 
leases of strictly Latino numbers, 
the division has been steadily cut- 
ting pop items with a south-of-the- 
border beat. Practice has been 
widening the market for the pop 
entries and bringing in extra rey. 
enue for the pubs. 

In recent weeks sueh pop-groov- 
ed melodies as “Terry’s Theme 
From Limelight,” “No Other Love” 
and “You, You, You” have been 
given the Latino treatment. Noro 


Morales, Perez Prado and Louis 
Arcaraz have been getting the 
bulk of the transition  assign- 
ments. 





Frank Music to Publish 


Score of ‘Almanac’ Revue 

Frank Music, tunesmith Frank 
Loesser’s firm, will publish the 
score for John Murray Anderson's 


“Almanac,” new revue due to 
preem on Broadway in the fall. 
Dick Adler and Jerry Ross are 


writing the bulk of the score. 
No album deal has yet been 
set. 








And Page Patti Page 


Tokyo, July 14. | 


Teen-age thrushes, singing broad 
| copies of currently popular U. S.} 
tunes, are boosting sales of popular 
records in Japan. In some cases, | 
the local gals’ versions are com- | 
peting strongly with imported plat- 
ters. In all cases, the only bow 
to originality is a chorus sung in a 
Japanese translation. Otherwise, 
singers ape every possible vocal | 
mannerism of such Americans as | 
Teresa Brewer, Kay Starr, Rose- 
mary Clooney, Patti Page and) 
others. 

Top juve is Hibari Misora, Nip- | 
pon Columbia and Shockiku Films | 
property, who is 15. Her waxings | 
of “Again,” “Shanghai” and “El | 
Choclo” are going big at present. | 
Miss Hibari’s coach is a Hawaiian | 
Nisei, George Shimabukuro. 

Chiemi Eri, 17, who has just re- 
turned from a three-month visit in 
Hollywood where she met Rose-| 
mary Clooney, Kay Starr, Ella Fitz- | 
gerald, and sang with Harry James’ | 
band, shows how well she spent | 
her time in the U. S. with her King | 
recording of “Side By Side,” in| 
which she imitated Kay Starr, | 
complete with echo chamber and | 
multi-tape gimmicks. In recent elta | 


atre and nitery dates with the Delta 
Rhythm Boys here, Chiemi amazed | 
local pop fans with her imitations | 
of Doris Day, Patti Page and Rose- | 
mary Clooney. | 

Japan Victor's juve queen is 16-| 
year-old Izumi Yukimura, who be- | 
gan her rise to stardom with a copy 
of Teresa Brewer's delivery of “Till | 
1 Waltz Again With You.” Since) 
then, the moppet has shown a bit | 
more originality in her pressings of | 
“Don’t Let the Stars Get in Your | 
Eyes” and “Keep It a Secret.” | 
Consensus of foreign crix here is 
that Izumi stands the best chance | 
|of standing on her own in the fu-| 
| ture. 











| Longhair Disk Reviews 





Brahms: Serenade in D, Op. 11 
| (Decca; $5.85). One of Brahms’ 
earliest works for orch, this clas- 
sical suite is very long and a little 
tiring in spots. Otherwise it's. 
| graceful music, pastoral in part, | 
| with the second movement com- | 
posed of two charming minuets. | 
| Little Orchestra Society under 
Thomas Scherman gives a_per- 
| suastve, musicianly performance. 


| Mozart: Flute Concertos No. 1 & 

2 (Vox; $5.95). Mozart's two works 
| for flute and orch are gay, charm- 
ing pieces, somewhat limited in 
| appeal, but otherwise very pleas- 





jing. Camillo Wanausek gives a 
|clean, poetic performance, and 
ithere’s good balance’ between 


| soloist and the Pro Musica Cham- | 
ber orch under Hans Swarowsky. | 
| Weber: Sonata No. 1 in C, Op. 24 
(Decca; $3.85). Light, romantic | 


Les Brown dittoes on Coral with| could step out with “Fractured” | work is vigorously played with skill | 


a slick vocal job by Jo Ann Greer. | 


Miss Morse takes the oldie, “Oh! 
You Crazy Moon,” for a modern 
ride. 

Jimmy Joyce: “The Man From 
the Alamo’’-‘‘Heavens to Betsy” 
(Allied'. Jimmy Joyce, a new en- 


(Essex) . . . Freddie Mitchell does 
a fine rhythm & blues workover of 
“Roses of Picardy” (Brunswick). 





| Julian Menken named director 
of publicity of National Concert & 
| Artists Corp. He was formerly an 


| by pianist Helmut Roloff. | 
| Offenbach: Orpheus in the Un- 
| derworld (Vox; $5.95). With two 
| legit productions of the French 
| comic opera mulled for this fall, | 
| issue is very timely. Gay, melodi- | 
| ous music, much of it familiar, has | 


try in the wax field, has a good | official of Musical Talent Place-| an expert, felicitous performance | 


chance to wind up in the money | ments, 
of “The Man From ' agency 


with his slicin 


the Alamo.” une, which is back- 


Inc., personnel liaison 


chestras., 


for U. S. longhair oo 


'by a French group of soloists, | 
and orch under Jules, 
Gressius, Bron. | 


Director. Alphabetically listed. 


Vaya Con Dios .... 


My Lady Loves To Dance 
My One And Only Heart 
INNO OCUNGr BOVE ... ss. ca ccectocs 
Song From Moulin Rouge ..... 
Star Spangled Dawn 
Your Cheatin’ Heart 


Back In The Saddle Again 
Don't Fence Me In 


ese eee 


Last Round-Up 
Pale Moon 
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+ Filmusical. © Legit musical. 





Songs With Largest Radio Audience 


The top 30 songs of week (more in case of ties), based on 
copyrighted Audience Coverage Index & Audience Trend Index. 
Published by Office of Research, Inc., Dr. John Gray Peatman, 


SURVEY WEEK OF JULY 10-16, 1953 
(Listed Alphabetically) 


Alles-Vous En—"“*Can-Can” 12 cicccseseseesenvens Chappell 
Ries EN ss Snook 5% Has Dede e eee awa weds SO Hollis 
Pil Uh) PMB 5 56d 0k yk ede LANDS O TEE EYES OM Chappell 
Peer aT TE Tee COUPE eee Peer 

Call Of The Faraway Hills—i“Shane” ............ Famous 
Deven See De) BARONE 6 cash axsiiasdcseweneons Paramount 
RU A eae peers rie eae er ee ee Cromwell 
a. 2 Eee FOU A PIGONINIR cic di ccarvowsereessewes Feist 

Din Waitin BERING YOU... 660.6 cs 0ccd ser ous ee aes Leeds 

im Your Giftl—*" Me AnG JUUEC’ on. cvcccccccesas Williamson 
NE. I kik gs bn hk eae a he WeRonaeeeaes Frank 
Ween: Ty Veh =——" BRO ANG Jee” occ cccsiensecenss Williamson 
EVE TVOTy BIGMIERS TOU LAVE cca cececccsesseuces Meridian 
Der WONT ROTOR 6. la sc cadeeeucreweeeaees BVC 

may Gee eee SOIT PIOOTE ... iiisdcascdedssonsansas Roncom 
Nearness Of You i356 phi 8 jag Se ae ST wee Famous 

No Other Love—*‘‘Me And Juliet” .........eee08:. Williamson 
es ere NE MN oho edna idl ah dia Ree ERS eee aE La Salle 
Pretend Pits Sale Wikte  bodarane ava eraaaianee Soa euntae Brandom 
Ramona SEE TREE eee CPE Pe re er ee re Lion 
Return To Paradise—‘‘‘Return To Paradise” ...... Remick 
ee oet TEN CHOMEEY 544. bewesedeeeussoweas ... Miller 

et A Oe EE NI yi 0050 csdGadceoeseeeeuds Blue River 
mevGM. SGIy DAVE ici kcdciccwwes (ek eeseaee etude Jefferson 
Be Ee NE Soe aia claw adedeeeedawhece Perrree Shapiro-8 
Someone's Been Readin’ My Mail ................. Witmark 


Song From Moulin Rouge—?*“Moulin Rouge” .. 
Tell Us Where The Good Times Are ............06. Oxford 





pp Be ae, Or ae een rere ... Acuff-R 
Second Group 
tn MIE da, 4-4 5 COs KARA Ses eR EEO Bertin 
OR ae eee er ee ee ee ee eee Broadcast 
Ta ihe Sina al gsevecd ak Ma nik a ead ere A es ae Leeds 
eT ee ere ee ere Oe ee en eee eA Santly-J 
Rod dha ola. ibne:t Ge © OOS tid A ROE A ee eee American 
C'est Magnifique—*"'Can-Can” ..... ceeesnreeanuee Chappell 
ORME Sh og, nieitna Le twkereeeeeteeanswatal Weiss-B 
cS 259-0 wa RS Ae hed eeneaeas isdnane Peer 
Seen OLE EOE ako awae ans sss bane beceectees Robbins 
CTR Ry Se Ce nS ee Alamo 
NESS A ee re re era reer Coachella 
b AI SR EVO —F"CORCO” ok ooriets 6 6isedbbuwesa Chappell 
Marriage Type Love—*‘*Me And Juliet” .......... Williamson 
i a ae eer Te eT ee ee jaeeherewen Feist 
Pretty Butterfly . LTT TTC Tee ee ee Paxton 
Something Wonderful Happens ...............0e0- Johnstone-M 
ene Mee ee EY og. a awadedaenssdwadnvans Morris 
Tee Bee ee 200 LOVE ME... 6ccisiccsrevces vesce SEES 
po ee ee eee ee Longridge 
Terry's Theme From Limelight—i“Limelight” .... Bourne 
DINED, 850. one woesicee sek ae boca ee eka ee cen BVC 
SOU BOG, SOO FOO 664% s bhaeewe ere Pre rren ey .... Marks 
EE Ee io ee ew RTE E OO Lee eae Mellin 
Top 10 Songs On TV 
(Listed Alphabetically) 
Can Can hs 3;hus diac Ge eRe ee rere eS Wvewes ... Chappell 
Gambler’s Guitar ..........0. sbheneaivrens « «+++. Devere 
kOe eee téemeeees Pere lt 
Ee ae ee 106466409 60-608060066060008 Milene 


eee eee ee ee eereee 


Ls a eee ib b50 40 O40 44.0006000 0 eee 


Five Top Standards 


(More In Case of Ties) 


I Didn’t Know The Gun MVOS EROEE x ciccssdadcs 


Linc esac ee ere ee es 2 eo 


... Broadcast 


Tree 
SerrrTrTrey, 
.... Williamson 
.. Broadcast 


sosesea eee 


ce waraees SOT eTEe ee 
coves ee 

.. Lewis 
paaiee eee 
(tsrsversges oo. Forster 

















pumerer 














__ Wednesday, July 22, 1953 


VARIETY 


ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 


43 





BMI'S KAYE-BOMB VS. JUKEBO 








Pix and TV Hot Shots NS.H. on Wax: 


Eartha Kitt's Caboodle on Victor 


name 
Person- 


It takes more than a 
ck in the wax market. 


toe 


| 
} 


ties from other fields attempting 


to cash in on the shellac gravy are 

finding it tough sledding. In re- 

ent months toppers from pix 

egit and tele have tackled the disk 

field and the majority them 
ve been thrown for a loss. 


of 


Roster of names to take the pop 
platter route include Judy Gar- 
land, Betty Hutton, Donald O’Con- 
nor, Margaret O'Brien and Bobby 
Breen from films; Red Buttons 
and Wally Cox (also O'Connor) 
from television, and Eartha Kitt 
from niteries and legit. 
who was 


Miss Garland, recently 


pacted by Columbia Records for a 
pop push, has failed to hit the 
mark in her first two releases. Miss 


Hutton, who rejoined the Capitol 
label after an absence of several 
vears, has come up with one new 
biscuit so far without making any 
impact. Before winning stardom 
on the Paramount lot, she had 
turned out a number of hits fo! 
Cap. 

O'Connor, who's been spotted 
in some top filmusicals during the 
past year, turned out a one-shot 
deal for Columbia in tandem with 
Doris Day and then was pacted to 
a longtermer by Decca. Neither 
the Col slice nor his initial Decca 


etching got off the ground. Miss 
O'Brien and Breen have the indie 
route, Seger and Dana, respective- 


jy, but neither has taken off. 


Buttons scored in some areas 
with his Col cut of his tele trade- 
marked songs, as did Cox on the 
Victor label with a coupling of the 


oldie “Tavern in the Town” and 
a special material piece. Neither 
Buttons nor Cox has come. back 


and some 
them-one- 


with a followup platter 
tradesters are tabbing 
shotters. 

Only outsider to develop as 
hot wax property has been Miss 
Kitt. Negro thrush, who broke in 
via niteries and legit (“New Faces 
of 1953’), is setting a strong 
pace for Victor with a longplay 
album and a single, 
the package, of “C’est Si Bon.” 
preem disk for the label, 
Dara,’ got her off to fast start. 

Contrasting the abortive attempts 
of the names to hit disk paydirt is 





Joan Crawford’s Kidisk 


Joan Crawford 
RCA Victor 


to 


will return to 
after a 14-year layoff 
album. She's 
inked narrate “The Lit- 
Stork,’ which was penned by 
Hollywood sereen and mag writer 
Charles Tazewell. 

Miss Crawford warbled “I’m In 
Love With The Honorable Mr. So 
and So” for her last Victor assign- 
ment. The album will be cut next 
month 


kiddie 
to 


record a 
been 


tlest 





B way Cast Disks’ 


a } 


sales | 


Hot Selling Pace 
Spurs 93-04 Bids 


Original cast albums of Broadway 


shows continue to outdistance 
single showtune platter releases. 
With the exception of “No Other 
Love,” from “Me and Juliet,” and 
to a lesser degree “Allez Vous 
En,” from Can-Can,” Jegitune 
shellac has made little noise in 
the market, However, the albums 
are big money-makers for the rec- 


ord companies and are topping the 
bestselling lists around the country. 

Decca’s “Wonderful Town,” Capi- 
“Can-Can” and RCA Victor's 
“Juliet” are current highriders 
Their big sale rackups has stimu- 
lated diskery interest in original 
cast sets and indicates that there'll 
be top plattery bidding for album 
rights for the 1953-54 musical show 
offerings. The companies had be- 


tol’s 


come wary of legituners in the 
past few years when the majority 
of the albums turned out to be 


duds on the market. Tipoff on the 


| Swing back to original cast album 


culled from | 
Her 
“Uska | 


' 


buying developed in Chicago re- 


cently as sales of Victor’s “New 
Faces” package topped the field 
when the touring edition of the 


| revue moved into Chi for a run. 


the constant stream of diskers mov- | 


ing into marquee prominence 
other fields via topselling platters. 
Rosemary Clooney, Johnnie 
and Guy Mitchell, for example, 


in| Vv 


tay | 


moved in on the Hollywood scene | 


while countless others have be-| 
come top bracket attractions in| 
niteries, vaude and TV. 





COL BRASS HUDDLING 
IN CHI FOR SALES GABS 


Columbia Records homeoffice ex- 
ecs and branch managers are mov- 


ing into Chicago this week for 
diskery’s annual sales conclave. | 
Meet will be held at the Palmer 


House on Friday and Saturday ‘24- 


Parley will be highlighted by up- 
coming plans on company’s records 
and equipment. Col’s advertising 
and merchandising program for the 
forthcoming year will be spot- 
lighted around the fifth anni of 
the longplay disk. 





Dee Kilpatrick Doubling 
As Mercury’s R&B Boss 


With no extensive rhythm &| 
blues plans in the offing, Mercury 
Records’ folk artists & repertoire | 
head, Dee Kilpatrick, will double 
in the r&b spot vacated Jast week 
by Bobby Shad. Kilpatrick will | 

ag all the work out of Nash-| 





In a move to cash in on the 
show albums’ hot selling pace, ri- 
val diskeries are prepping packages 
of highlights from the scores. Al- 
ready on release are longplay 
editions — Columbia and M-G- 
M of “Can-Can"” and “Me and 
Juliet” excerpts. 


} 





NG ASCAP IN 








Broadcast Music, Inc., has 


forces with the American Society 


HOPYRIGHT FIGHT 


joined 





ES 











Gary’s ‘Paradise’ Gab 


of Composers, Authors & Publish- | Gary Cooper a pens oe be, 
érs in the battle to get an amend- Decca Records for a one-shot as- 
me nt to the 1909 copyright w. | Slgnment to handle the commen 
. ek ‘ “a tar its upcoming album, “Re 
For the first time BMI has openly rota Te Bh eee * Coo ote a ake 
stepped into the fight via its at- | ‘WPM tO Bare a ; 
torney, Sydney M Kave. who/| ring in the United Artists pic ot 
a - “he ee the same name 

pressed for a Congressional amend 

ment in his report last week to Album will include soundtrack 
the Senate’s sub-committee on pat- ; Scere from the pic. Cooper's narra 
ents, trademarks and copyrights. | on will outline plot. Score was 
Now that BMI has gone over to| Written by Dimitri Tiomkin and 
the camp of ASCAP, which had | Ned Washington. 

been carrying on the fight alone, | So 

tradesters foresee quick action ° e e We 

Main issue involved is reversing | 
ithe jukebox exemption from the IS eres ] Ing 
payment of record royalties 

Answering the coinbox ops’ foun 


making 
follow- 


main objections against 
payments, Kaye made the 
ing four-play statement 
‘No Substitute for Payment’ 
“(1) The coin machine 
says that the coin 
in popularizing music, 
assistance in popularizing — the 
songs should be regarded as a full 
substitute for compensation I 


operator 
machine aids 
and that thi 


would suppose that performance 
on what are popularly called juke 
boxes enhances the popularity of 
some musical compositions by in- 
creasing their exposure to the pub- 
lic. This is true, however, with re- 


spect to every other form of public 
performance. If a Composition 1s 
performed on the radio, or by tele- 


vision, or in a theatre, or in a 
movie house, or by a symphony 
orchestra, or by Whatever means, 
people will have a chance to be- 
come familiar with it and, if the 
musie has merit, some of them will 
like if 

“If the argument that any per- 
formance which might enhance 
popularity should be exempt from 
payment were valid, it would be 
an argument to abolish the sepa- 


rate payment for performing rights 
entirely. 

2) The coin hine 
contend that when thes 
phonograph records of copyrighted 
works, recording royalties have al- 
ready been paid by the manufac- 
turers of these records that 
the coin machine operators who 
purchase the records are, 
fore, 
pevment 
prietor. 

“Tf think I should point out that 
the record manufacturer acquires 
only the right to make a recording. 
He does not acquire the right pub- 
licly to perform for profit, and 

‘Continued on page 45) 


mac eperators 


purchase 


and 


to the copyright pro 


there- | 
in a sense making an indirect | 


Through Summer 
On Solid Shellac 


The record biz has been weather 
ing the normal summer sales slide 
For the first time in years all of 
the major labels are sustaining 
their fall- winter selling pace 
during the hot weather season 
Although none of the companies 


| has a standout pace-setter, they are 
all repped with solid sellers which 
are bringing their summer earnings 
the 


Decca, 


above norm 


for example, had it: 


best 


seven-day summer period last week | 


with a 400,000 disk sale wrapup 
Victor is claiming its best sumume 
in five years while Columbia 
Capitol, Mercury and M-G-M are 
rolling at a hot sales ¢lip 

The hit disks are vetting a wide 
diskery spread resulting in plenty 
of action from most distribs around 
the country. In the past one or two 
diskeries have had the monopoly 
on high-riding shellac, leaving the 
others to sweat out the summer 
slump. Now, however, with all 
companies repped on the top 
brackets, the distribs are swinging 
in high gear with hardly any com 


plaints coming into the homeoffices 


for a more torrid turnout 
Majority of diskery brass, accus 
tomed to lay low during the high 


temperature season, are getting 


out into the field to give an extra 
added push to their product. Most 
of them are making sorties to 
branch offices briefing their terri- 


torials on promotional and expioi- 
tation gimmicks usually erved 
for the fall push. 


varreTy \() Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


| 9446464444446 4444 
1. SONG FROM MOULIN ROUGE (11) 
2. VAYA CON DIOS (5) 
3. I'M WALKING BEHIND YOU (9) 
4. APRIL IN PORTUGAL (11) 
ee) a eee ee 
oe). | lt) Sarre rer rr rrr rrr eee 
a. | UT eee eRe Te Tee 
8. NO OTHER LOVE (2) ha 
9. SAY YOU'RE MINE AGAIN (11) 
10. YOU, YOU, YOU (2) 


vil . Mere will put added emphasis 
for ts r&b output in the weueesa 
erritory. 


Shad, who had handled Merc’s | 
&b work since 1951, moved over | 
to the Decca label, 






CRYING IN THE CHAPEL 
GAMBLER’S GUITAR 
I BELIEVE ia we 
CRAZY, MAN, CRAZY 

ID RATHER DIE YOUNG 
P. S. I LOVE YOU 
JOHNNY 


HALF A PHOTOGRAPH 


CRYING IN THE CHAPEL ... 
C’EST SI BON ........ 


- ue, 


TV Reewmeee ....... vere 
THE NEARNESS OF YOU .,.... 


MY ONE AND ONLY HEART ....... , 
(Figures in parentheses indicate iu: ber of weeks song has been ii 
Our - 5 a a AAA AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAa Aaah Columbia banner. 


Second Gr my 


TERRY'S THEME FROM LIMEL IGHT 


eevee eeeeeeeeeeereeere see eeoeonee 


PEHHHHHSSHHHOSS 

— 4 + 

Perey Faith Columbia + 
Paul-Ford Cupitol 3 
Eddie Fisher Victor 3 
Les Baxter ( apitol 7 
; - + 
Richard Hayman Tercury @ 
Sylvana Mangano M-G-M z 
Pee Wee Hunt Capitol z 
Perry Coino Victor 
Perry Como Victor z 
Ames Bros. Victor z 
+ 

5 

* 

+ 

+ 

Darrell Glenn Valley z 
Rusty Draper ercury ¢% 
Frankie Late Coliunibia z 
Bill Haléy Essi z 
Hilltoppers Dot ¢ 
, + 
Hilltoppers Dot 
Paul-Ford Capitol z 
Frank Chacksfield London } 
Kay Starr Capitol ¢ 
Bob Batcheldor Mood z 
Bob Manning Capitol z 
tex Allen Decca @ 
a e 

Eartha kKuit Victor ° 
Perry Coinio Victor z 
the Top 10) z 


INo D.C. Action Seen on Jolting Jukes 
Till 54: MPPA Hits ‘Obsolete Law 


+ 


Washington, July 21. 
There can be no congressional 
action before 1954 on the bill to 
make jukeboxes subject to the 
copyright laws, although a Senate 
Judiciary Committee heard spokes- 


men for the songwriters and mu- 
sic publishers ask for such a law 
last week 

In fact, it was pointed out, op- 
ponents on the bill, 81106, will 
have to receive a hearing some 
time early next year before the 
committee decides whether to go 
ahead with the bill The delay, 
and possible failure to accom- 
plish anything next year, is akin 
to what has been plaguing music 
interests for several years as they 
have sought to strike from the 
Copyright Act the section which 
exempts jukeboxes, 

Basic statement last week was 
presented by Sidney M. Watten- 
berg, attorney for the Music Pub- 
lishers Protective Assn., National 
Musie Council, and Music Pub- 
lishers Assn, of the United States, 

“These associations,” he said, 
strongly urge the enactment of 
S 1106 into taw. The’ provisions 
of this bill would remove from 
the statute a clause which has be- 


obsolete and unfair, and 
which operates to deprive the crea- 
and proprietors of music of 
just fruits of their skill and 
labor, in direct contravention of 
the letter and spirit of the Con- 
stitution and the legislative intent 
of the Congress of the United 
States 

“aa 


Come 


tor 
the 


the coin machine exemption 
clause were” stricken from. the 
statute, a court would have to hold 
that a performance of song on a 
modern coin operated machine is 
a public performance for profit, 
regardless of whether an admission 
fee is charged. There can be no 
question that the performance on 
uch machine is” public The 
sume reasons upon which the court 
in Herbert vs. Shanley held that a 
performance by a live orchestra in 
a restaurant was for profit, are 
present in connection with the per- 
by song jukebox 
restaurant 

t how ridiculous 
under these 


a 


formance 
in 


a by a 
anothes 
“Ju 


tion 


this exemp- 
conditions be- 
apparent when consider 
that a radio receiver in a_ hotel 
has been held to give a= publie 
performance of musical composi- 
tions for profit, and even a phono- 
graph would be giving a publie 
performance of musical composi- 
tions for profit if it were not op- 
erated by a coin, 

“Since this is 


is 


COMES we 


true, then there 
certainly can be no logic in saying 
that by adding a coin attachment, 
the performance is taken out of the 
‘tor profit? class and placed in a 
non-profit: class.” 


Others who testified at the hear- 
ing included songwriters Robert 
VicGimsey, Joan Whitney, Doro- 


thy Stewart and Vic Mizz, 


ECK SET T0 ANKLE 
M-G-M FOR VICTOR 


Billy Eckstine’s five-year deal 
vith M-G-M  Kecords is over 
Croener, whose pact with the label 
vuaranteed him $50,000 a year, is 
set for an RCA Victor inking. Al- 
though the Victor deal is nowhere 
near the M-G-M_ pvuarantee, Evk- 
tine’s move is based primarily on 
the fact that Victor will coordi- 
nate its disk promotion with his 
annual cross-country concert tours, 

Deal will be set on the Coast 
Viihin the next week between Joe 
Carlton. Victor's artist & reper- 
toire chief, and Eckstine’s mana- 
ger, Milt Ebbins. 

Decca Taps Kity 
First step to bring new blood 


into the Decca Records roster 
der Milt Gabler’s regime 
last week with the 
thrust Kitty Kallen 
Miss Kallen, whose first 
ides will hit the market 
month, previously recorded 


un- 
was made 
pacting of 


Decca 
next 
under 
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Continued from page 43 








a 


someone who buys the record from! music or published arrangements, 


him cannot acquire a greater right 
than the record manufacturer him- 
The contention of the coin 
machine operators has no standing 
as a legal argument. 
nding as an economic argument. 
page everybody who gives a 


S¢ 


if. 


lic 


from a printed copy or a record- 
The disk jockey on the radio 
ti0n 


nce 


member of the orchestra. 


It also lacks prietor receives 
| sale of sheet 
does not serve 
forming license. 
work was legally 
recording fee 
erate in any 
coin machine 


to create 


performance for profit does 


has to buy a record, the relieve 


band has to purchase sheet 


way to 
proprietor 


the symphony orchestra has to buy 
or rent separaie parts for every 


“The fact that the copyright pro- 
royalties on the 
musie and records 
a per- 
The fact that the 
recorded and the 
paid should not op- 
the 
from the 


.Disk Companies’ Best Sellers... 
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CAPTPOL ARTIST 

1. VAYA CON DIOS Les Paul-Mary Ford 
JOHNNY 

S BAER A PUT OGRAPE oc oc csc iecceivavcesen Kay Starr 
ALLEZ-VOUZ-EN 

S BPR Te PORT UGAMS clicks es cssvcciesccees Les Baxter 
SUDDENLY 

SS ESOP rricee Tee eee cae eee ct Pee Wee Hunt 
SAN 


A DEAR JOHN LETTER 
I'D RATHER DIE YOUNG 


Jean Shepard 


COLUMBIA 


1 


~ 


SONG FROM MOULIN ROUGE 
SWEDISH RHAPSODY 


Percy Faith 


eee er Sk gbid, aw .A Frankie Laine 
SITTIN’ IN THE SUN 
Be rrr er eee Frankie Laine 


YOUR CHEATIN’ HE ART 


KISS ME AGAIN, STRANGER 
A PURPLE COW 


D. Day-P. Weston 


5. DOWN BY THE RIVER SIDE .............. Four Lads 
TAKE ME BACK 

CORAL 

1. GLAD SONG . Teresa Brewer-Don Cornell 
WHAT H APPENED TO THE MUSIC 

ee ES ee eee ee eee eee ee er ee Fileen Barton 
¥ AIN’T GONNA DO IT 

3. SHE LOVES ME Don Cornell 
WHEN HANDS OF CL OCK PRAY AT MIDNIGHT 

4. CECELIA Neil Hefti 
EH LA BAS 

5. GRIMM FAIRY TALES (Brunswick) ........ Jazzbo Collins 

DECCA 

ee eee ere eee eer er tan a Four Aces 
DON’T FORGET ME 

9. PRECTE BOTT EME US ci icscrcessscss Mills Bros 
DON’T LET ME DREAM 

3. CRYING IN THE CHAPEL: . .cicicc cess Rex Allen 
I THANK THE LORD 

4. ORGAN GRINDER’S SWING .............-. Four Aces 
HONEY IN THE HORN 

5. TERRY'S THEME FROM LIMELIGHT Guy Lombardo 
GIGI 

LONDON 

1. TERRY’S THEME FROM LIMELIGHT Frank Chacksfield 
INCIDENTAL MUSIC FROM LIMELIGHT 

2. SONG FROM MOULIN ROUGE .............. Mantovani 
VOLO COLUMBO 

oe MURINE BONG .. i icsscc .. Anne Shelton-Ted Heath 
WONDERFUL ONE 

Ee ere ee eee er ee ee Mantovani 
CHIQUITA MIA 

5. QUEEN OF EVERYONE’S HEART ............-.- Vera Lynn 


LAMBETH WALTZ 


MERCURY 


1. GAMBLER’S GUITAR ... Rusty Draper 
FREE HOME DEMONSTRATION 

me a ee eer Pattie Page 
THIS IS MY SONG 

ee. el UF errr Georgia Gibbs 
THUNDER AND LIGHTNING 

ee: ere eee ie nae ee Vic Damone 
SIMONETTA 

-_ eee MOP re eee Richard Hayman 
LOVE MOOD 

M-G-M 

1, I WON’T BE HOME NO MORE ..... .. Hank Williams 
MY LOVE FOR YOU (HAS TU RNED TO HATE) 

i. Ge ith ce eich ert ehnee reer Sylvana Mangano 
I LOVED YOU 

S WOW CHAT TART ocnc cc cc cstcvcccens: Joni James 
VLL BE WAITING FOR YOU 

0 EE EE eee ee Hank Williams 
YOUR CHEATIN’ HEART 

ee A Se rrr eee Joni James 


ALMOST ALWAYS 


RCA VICTOR 


ww 


+ F 


NO OTHER LOVE 
KEEP IT GAY 


Perry Como 


ye. 3 Sere reer eres ee Ames Bros. 
ONCE UPON A TUNE 
I'M WALKING BEHIND YOU ........--«..-. Edaie Fisher 


JUST ANOTHER POLKA 
WITH THESE HANDS 
WHEN I WAS YOUNG 
C'EST SI BON . 
AFRICAN LULLABY 


Eddie Fisher 


Eartha Kitt 
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| obligation to pay 


for the 
performance right 
Updating ‘Forever Exempt’ 


*(3) The coin machine operators 


state that since coin machines were | 


exempted in 1909, they should be 


€ 
exempted forever. I agree that 
Congress should approseh = with 
great respect those lecistative de- 
cisions of the past which were 
based upon principle Congress 
should, however, scrutinize at reg- 
ular intervals, and with an open 
mind, legislative action which is 


based uvon the comparatively fleet 


Ing circumstance of current engi 
neering or business practice. There 
is no reason to assume that an 
action which was toicrable and 
correct in 1909 is necessarily cor 
rect 44 vears later. | have heard 
conjecture as to what the Congre 
had in mind when this exemption 
wes written into our state. Neithe 
conjecture nor psychoanalysis 
necessary. 

In the committee report which 


accompanied the Act of 1909 only 
one reference is made to the type 
of machine which is being exempt 
ed. This is a somewhat patroniz 
ing reference to the so-called ‘pen 
ny parlor.’ I was a small boy when 
one 


‘penny parlor’ or ‘penny a1 
ade’ was in operation. I have the 
i arest recollection that by put 
ting a penny in a slot I could put 


e arphones on my ears and hear the 


scratchy performance of a musical 
composition by means of a cylin 
drical record. Whatever might 
have been the price of art, that is 


what Congress had in mind when it 

referred to its report on the ‘penny 

parlor.’ 
‘Outworn, 


Paradoxical Anomaly’ 


“There was, and | suppose there 
sull is, the gravest doubt as to 
whether that sort of performance 


constituted a publie performance at 
all. In any event, the Conzvress of 
1909 could not have visualized the 


great and elaborate industry which 
has now spread all over our coun 
try, with many machines affording 
their patrons their choice of over 
10Q separate compositions — per 
formed through multiple loud 
speakers and charging 5c or 10¢ 


per pertormance. 

“Whatever legal or economic rea 
sons justified the 1909 exemption, 
they no longer exist. That exemp- 
tion today is an outworn and para- 
doxical anomaly It 
copyright proprietor 
tion to which he 


of compensa- 


ciple and creates an unjustified di: 
crimination against all other per- 
sons who give public performance 


for profit. 


deprives the | 


public | ¢ 


|; place a 


}open mind 


| 
| 


Puss Wrong Way 





Unity At Last 





Los Angeles, July 21 
Hill & Range Songs, music 
pubbery, asked the court to 
appoint a receiver for Tim 
Syencer Music, Ine., in which 
it is a 50 partner Claim 
was that the partners could 
not acree. Next day Tim Spen 
cer anveared in court to make 
a similar request 
A unanimous agreement to 
disagree 
lative of our principles if we 
sought rates of payment which 
would put the coin machine indus 


business or keep the 
industry from con 
profitable enterprise 
“We approach the problem of 
payment by coin machine opera 
tors in the same way as we have 
approached the problem of other 
industries with whom we have done 


trv out of 
coin machine 
tinulng as a 


business over the last 13 years. We 
want to be considerate, we want 
to be fair, we want to be open 
minded, and we want to find a} 
Zoing price which will be compen 
satory without being onerous, I 
would find the statement of the 
coin machine operators that they 


fear they will be forced to pay too | 
were | 


much, more impressive if it 
accompanied by the recognition of 
an obligation to make any payment 
at all 
Ready 
“If the 
tatives of 
tors wish 
ment of 


to Consider Ceiling 

responsible represen 

coin machine opera 
to suggest some amend 
the statute which 
ceiling on the price that 
they pay, | am ready to consider 
a reasonable limitation with an 
The coin machine op 
erators, however, have in the past 
suggested no compromise and rec 
ognized no obligation.” 


In his closing remarks to the 
committee Kaye said, “The man 
who manufactured the coin ma 
chine gets paid, the man who serv 
ices the machine gets paid, the 
proprietor of the place where the 
|}machine is located gets paid, in 


is entitled in prin- | 


7 


| startling 


An appeal that Congress | 


cling to this ancient and fortuitous | 


precedent is an argument 
wholesome change itself. 
The Price Factor 

(4) The coin machine’ opera- 
tors fear that they will be forced 
to pay more than they can afford, 
and that therefore, they are en- 
titled permanently to expropriate 
the performance right. I will speak 
for the company I represent. It 
would clearly both be contrary to 
our economic self-interest and vio- 


against 





deed everybody gets paid with one 
exception—the man who 
furnished the music which is being 
performed. This is wrong in prin 
ciple.” 


Ben B'oom’s Broken Arm 

jen nephew came 
through 22 months in Korean war- 
fare unscathed but the music 
lishep wound up with a chipped 
elbow and his arm in a sling. It 
happened at a weleome-home party 
for the youngster last week, 

The music man was backing 
away from the TV set when he fell | 
over a stool. 


Bloom's 


pub- | 


Piay Safe Summer Radio-TV Rubs 


on New Tune Plugs 


¢ Al.hough there has been no no- 
| ticeable letup in the number of ree- 


‘ord company releases during the 
|hot weather days, the publishers 
are finding it tough to get their 
;new product plugged. . With such 
song showcasing outlets as radio 
and tele virtually shut to them dur- 
ing the summer months, the pubs 
are banking on the disk alone to 
keep the song going until the fall 
when they can start on an all-out 
plugging campaign 

rhe “sit tight” attitude has been 
forced on the pubs by the radio 
and tele producers who don't want 
to gamble on new tunes for their 
summer programming For the 
most part the programmers are 
playing it safe by sticking to the 


off the most 
Listening and 


standards and brushing 
of the current entries 
viewing aud is so reduced during 
the summer months that most of 
the pubs concede it's virtually im 
possible to kick off a new song via 
the airlanes 

Some Tin Pan Alleyites have 
asked the diskeries to hold off re 
leases of their tunes until the fall 
so that they can engage in a con- 
centrated attack The 
record companies, however, are 
sticking to their release schedule 
on the theory that a good disk can 
move out at any time of the year. 

Pubs with mid-hit shellac during 
summer are the biggest squawkers, 
They contend that if the platter 
had been timed for a fall release, 
they would be able to push it into 
|the big coin brackets via plugs on 
the tune on network radio and TV 
shows, 


Ballet, RH, Menotti For 
Final N.Y. Stadium Week 
Stadium Concerts annual Ballet 

Night next Monday (27), and Rod- 

gers & Hammerstein Night Satur- 

day, Aug. 1, will be features of 
| the final week of concerts at Lewi- 

}sohn Stadium, N.Y, 

| Sixth week of the 1953 Stadium 
season will also offer a program 

(of works by Gian-Carlo Menotti, 

| Thursday night (30). 


| All Tobias and Cantor Too 


slang 


pPiu“eeing 


will | 


| The Tobias cleffing clan will 
dominate the programming = on 
Eddie Cantor's NBC radio show 
tomorrow (Thurs,), 

Tunes skedded for airing are out 
'of the Charles, Harry and Henry 
| Tobias catalog. 
| Maurice Lipsky Music Co., Ine., 


| chartered to conduct a business ‘tn 
the manufacture of musical instru- 

| ments in New York. Capital stock 
| is 200 shares, no par value. Schles- 
|inger & Krin: sky, N.Y., were filing 
| attorneys. 
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wk. wh. Title an@ Publisher ImifioiOlwe ia l2laleisidgiu! s 
j 1 ‘Moulin Rouge | Broadcast) 3 ] 1 2 6 ] 3 3 2 z 1 96 
8 ; ‘April in Portugal (Chappell). . 2 2 . 8 = eos ss: 2a Soe 
3 3. “I’m Walking Behind You (Leeds) 6 4 5 3 ] 4 _5 I me 3 1 : 86 
“4A 5 *S Believe (Cromwell). ctw © 7 2 eS 8 5 48 
4B #7 + #«=*No Other Love (Williamson i 6 a ee _ 7 7:10 48 
2 ae Vaya Con Dios (Ardmore) 5 ea 5 o 7 _2 #10 To ae Oe ae 47 
7 4  *Ruby ‘Miller)............ 9 10 2 97466... 4 @ 
“8 7 +Say You're Mine (Meridian) io 9 10 . et 4 6 2% 
9 13 +You, You, You (Mellin). TRE serpereie 6 1 Twa Sa 
id 6  *Just Another Polka (Frank). . . 8 8 .. 9 22 
ii 10 «Your Cheatin’ Heart ‘(Acuff-R).. .. 8 4 aera 6 8 18 
2A ~*Is It Any Wonder (Midway)......... 7... -- -- 9 1 16 
123 ‘Crying in the Chapel (Valley)... .. .. .. .«. 3 16 
14 13 “Limelight Theme ‘Bourne)...... + 6 = 4 10 9 .. : 15 
15 ‘Half a Photograph (Vesta) 10 % 5 e -s0 12 
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On the 


Upbeat 





New York 


Fydie Gorme, Coral Records 
pactee, into the Skyway Lounge, 
Cleveland, for 10 days. Bernice 


Parks begins a two-weeker at the 
Chase Hotel, St. Louis, July 31 

Ruth Casey currently at Eddie 
Ascher’s, Pittsburgh Ernie Rudy 


orch begins a five-week stand at 
Arcadia Ballroom tomorrow 
(Thurs.) Ray Anthony guesting 
m the Arthur Murray CBS-TV 
shov Aug 2 Crooner Mark 
Stuart into Leon & Eddie’s Sunday 
rf} Erroll Garner opens at Cafe 
Societ Monday (27) Ford Buck, 
Buck & Bubbles, keyboarding 


it Bob Olin’s Restaurant Ju'ia 
Webb, M-G-M Records thrush, cut 


rent] at the Crescendo, L.A 

Stan Cooper, Jefferson Music con- 
tactman, out on a deejay trek 
through New England Johnny 


Desmon'l set for two weeks at the 
Chicato Theatre, Chicago, begin- 
ning Aug. 7 - 
Omaha 

Upcoming at Angelo’s following 
Fila Fitzgerald Friday (24) are 
Julia Lee, July 31; Art Tatum, 
Aug. 28. and Al Gardner, Oct. 8 
... Anita & Rhythm Rascals into 
Colony Club . Ex-Horace Heidt 
trombonist Stanley Morse now on 
the evangelistic trail Mike 
Riley orch began summer engage- 
ment at American Legion Club, 
Fremont . Blue Barron, with 
Jo Ann Miller and Bob Marshal as 
vocalists, swung through at Oscar's 
Palladium, Sargent, last Friday 
(17), Turnpike, Lincoln, Saturday 
ind King’s, Norfolk, Sunday . 
Jan Garber, with Bill St. Clair and 
Thelma Gracen singing, were at 
Oak Ballroom, Schuyler, Thursday 
(16) and weekended at Peony Park 
in Omaha. Then to Scottsbluff’s 
Terrytown Arena yesterday (Tues.) 


Chicago 


Ray Anthony, touring this terri- 


tory over August and September, 
stops briefly to play Tlinois State 
Fair, Springfield, Aug. 22 Jan 
Garber also plays State Fair, on 
Aug. 14, then does fortnight at 
Claridge Hotel, Memphis, begin- 


ning Aug. 21 Pee Wee Hunt into 


; Colonial Hotel, Rochester, for two 
weeks on July 27 and follows with , 


single frame at Gold Front, She- 
boygan, Mich., Aug. 12. . Ralph 
Flanagan opens two stanzas at 
Lakeside Park, Denver, July 29 

Don Ragon, reorganizing from 


quartet to larger group using five. 
instruments and two entertainers, | 


Orchid Lounge, 
Springfield Aug. 4 Billy May 
doing one-nighters in midwest in 
August, plays Lakeside Park, Den- 
ver, Aug. 26 for two week and 
then takes short vacation Buddy 
Morrow into Coney Island, Cin- 
cinnati, Aug. 21 for single frame 
Ralph Marterie open week § at 
Coney Island, Cincy, July 24, then 
plays one-nighters toward the 
Coast, opening Aug. 11 at Holly- 
wood Palladium 


makes bow at 


London 

Frank Sinatra broadcast again 
with the BBC Show Band last 
Thursday (16) Piarfist Garland 
Wilson (who first came to Europe 
‘from the States in 1933 as accom- 
Nina Mae McKinney) 
opens solo in cabaret at the Copa- 
cabana in August U.S. singer 
Thelma Carpenter coming = over 
early in August. A West End nitery 
plus concerts are being negotiated 
for her Singer Diana Coupland 


panist to 


leaving the Stanley Black orch to| 


freelance Alma Warren comes 


over from the Geralde combo to} 


Singers Dinah Kaye, Jill 
Allan, Linda Russell, Frankie 
Vaughan, David 
David Carey, with pianist Johnny 
Franz, to Knokke-le-Zoute (Bel- 


replace 


Whitfield and} 


gium) for the International Festival | 


of Popular Songs, July 
Twelve British tunes from 


19-25. | 
1,500 | 


submitted have been selected for the | 


: | 
songfest...Arranger-composer-pian- | 


ist Tadd Dameron due in Europe 
shortly with 37-piece 


all-colored | 


show. He has been invited to ar-| 


range for the Ronnie Scott jump 
band here... Nat (King) 
screduled for London Palladium 
and provincial dates next spring 

Sydney Simone orch, from 
Ciro’s, subbing for Carroll Gibbons 


Cole | 


band during its annual vacation at | 


the Savoy Hotel. 


























SHOW ME THE 
WAY TO GO HOME 


701 SEVENTH AVE 





ATHY RYAN 


SINGS 


MGM11544 78 RPM 
K11544 45 RPM 


M-G-M RECORDS 


THE GREATEST NAME 


) 








j YOU NEVER 
KNOW ’TIL MONDAY 


IN; ENTERTAINMENT 


NEW YORK 36.N.Y 








| Won't 
ithe diskery and Dell 
| Who in Western Stars mag, cut an intro spiel, which was taped on 
to the Williams’ disk, telling deejays that Williams was the winner of 
| Dell's recent country singer popularity poll. The etching will be sent 


| Paradise,” 


TOP TALE 


Scoreboard 


OF 


NT AND TUNES 








Coin Machines 








POSITIONS 
This Last 
Week Week 





10 i DARRELL GLENN (Valley) 


PORTUGAL 





Compiled from Statistical Reports of Distribution 
Encompassing the Three Major Outlets 


Retail Sheet Music | 


* as Published in the Current Issue 


Retail Disks 


NOTE: The current comparative sales strength of the Artists and Tunes listed hereunder is 
arrived at under a statistical system comprising each of the three major sales outlets enu 
merated above. These findings are correlated with data from wider soufces, which are exclusive 
with VarIETy. The positions resulting from these findings denote the OVERALL IMPACT de- 
veloped from the ratio of points scored: two ways in the case of talent (disks, coin machines), 
and three ways in the case of tunes (disks. coin machines, sheet music). 


TALENT 


ARTIST AND LABEL 


1 1 EDDIE FISHER (Victor).............-+0+: 
2 4 LES PAUL-MARY FORD (Capitol) ......... 
3 3 PERCY FAITH (Columbia) 

( 
4 2 PERRY COMO (Victor).......... ph ntida dele 

| 
5 5 LES BAXTER (Capitol) ...... ieiaceniens 
6 9 HILLTOPPERS (Dot) ............ccceeeee: 
7 7 AMES BROS. (Victor) Tease ulaan pda 
8 8 RICHARD HAYMAN (Mercury) ........-. 
9 6 PEE WEE HUNT (Capitol). .......ccceeceees 


TUNES 
(*ASCAP. }BMI) 


MOULIN ROUGE 


1.6 OOO 2S SO 6S RS HOS FO 640 EE HO 4.46. e @S.6 OO OEE, OS'S 6 4-H 89 


POSITIONS 
This Last 
Week Week TUNE 
l ] +SONG FROM 
2 2 *’?M WALKING BEHIND YOU 
3 ) *VAYA CON DIOS 
+ 3 *APRIL IN 
5 6 *NO OTHER LOVE 
6 4 *RUBY 
7 8 +YOU, YOU, YOU 
8 ‘3 +CRYING IN THE CHAPEL .. 
) 7 *] BELIEVE 
10 9 


#SAY YOU'RE MINE AGAIN 


{Vaya Con Dios 
) Johnny 
OCT TCC Te ett ee Song from Moulin Rouge 


ee 


6.4.6 66 6S HEE 62.8 8 €5 6 6: 6.66 0.656546 CS 6 66.08 6666 4-0 T C0 0 


TUNE 


I’m Walking Behind You 
With These Hands 


No Other Love 

Say You’re Mine Again 
My One & Only Heart 
April in Portugal 
Ruby 

P.S. I Love You 

I'd Rather Die Young 
You, You, You 

Ruby 

Oh! 

Crying in the Chapel 


PUBLISHER 
Broadcast 
Leeds 
Ardmore 
Chappell 
Williamson 
Miller 
Mellin 
Valley 
.Cromwell 








Inside Stuff—Music 


The late Hank Williams’ forthcoming M-G-M Records release, “I 
Be Home No More,” will be kicked off with a tieup between 


Publications. 


to about 1,800 platter spinners. 


Ira Peck, editor of Dell's Who's 





| 
| 


In collaboration with RCA Victor, United Artists has put together 
a package of film theme music from its recently released pix for disk | 
jockey distribution. The five tunes included in the UA platter package | 


are “Song From Moulin Rouge,” 


Mercury’s Florida Bonus 


| $1,000 


For East-Midwest Dealers 


Chicago, July 21. 
Sales promotion gesture of Mer- 
cury Records during the summer 
season offers free vacations in 
Miami to dealers who purchase 
worth of wax 


hotel accommodations, 
brunch and tours. 
Dealers have the option of tak- 
ing the trip between Aug. 1 and 
Nov. 1, transferring the vacation 
privilege to any other member of 


daily 


| firm or family, or accepting a 15° 


discount from the first dollar spent 


| on disks offered in the plan. Other 


| merchants who are unable to make | 
| the hetiy 


i 


purchase are likewise 
entitled to the 15° rakeoff on 
Mercury items this season. 


Only eastern and midwest deal- 


wares be-} 
tween July 10 and Aug. 20. Weet- | 
long trip covers roundtrip flights | 


‘The Moon Is Blue,” “Return To | 


| 

. , ” . . | 
“The Melba Waltz” and “Is This The Beginning of Love?” | 
Latter two songs are from ‘Melba.’ 
Silver Strings orch. Package will be sent to about 500 radio stations. 


Tunes were cut by Henri Rene’s 


,ers are entitled to the Miami vaca- 


tion spot. Those in eleven western 
states will vacation at a site select- | 
ed later. 

Line of wares will include 24 
new Blue Ribbon records in the 
25e kid series and 12 new Child- 
craft disks which are $1.05 sellers 
on 10-inch 78s. 





| 
: | 
Carlton, Rene to Coast | 


Joe Carlton, RCA Victor pop 
artists and repertoire topper, 
headed for the Coast Sunday (19) 
for 10 days of recording sessions. 

He was accompanied by Victor 
a&r musical director Henri Rene. | 





Tourel for Stevens 

Kent, O., July 21. | 

Jennie Tourel replaced Rise 
Stevens last week (15) at a con- 
cert in the Kent State U. 
Miss Stevens cancelled her en-, 


gagement because of illness. } 


A’ GREAT 
STANDARD 


ve 


LION MUSIC CORPORATION 























Gladys Shelley & Abner Silver's 


HOW DID: 


1 |e hele] 


Recorded by FELICIA SANDERS 
with PERCY FAITH’s Orch. 


LINCOLN MUSIC CORP. 
160 Central Park South, New York 




















Get the Enchanting Ballad 
MOMMIE DEAR 
—and you'll have a hit 
Piano-vocal available 
EMERICK JANOSKA 
(Composer of many Crech hit songs’ 


Box 17, Morris Hts. Sta. 





New York 53, N. Y. 
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ONE GOING! 


EARTHA KITT 
C’EST SI BON 


‘ c/w African Lullaby 
20/47-5358 
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ONE COMING! 


THE FONTANE SISTERS ~~ | 
PLEASE PLAY OUR RECORD _ 
/w FALLING 


20/47-5383 
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RCA VICTOR 
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SALES GROW WHEN YOU GO "45" 
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Dicker Dorseys 





a RETAIL DISK BEST SELLERS . 




















| toy Tei 
io j } S| 
Negotiations are underway to lo 2 | 
move the recently formed Dorsey VARIETY ois ay | 
y a : ro  - as + 
3ros. orch to Music Corp. of Amer- ARIETY be & ae oe. 
ica. Band, which was reactivated Survey of retail disk best | =|. =|4%|\i3iea 
in the early spring, had been, sellers based on reports ob | *-i1al|s ois s 
booked through Tommy Dorsey's tained from leading stores in (Sarai in ia ‘4 
own operation, Tomdor Associates 12 cities and showing com- g. - a 5 gis 
TD had ankled MCA about three parative sales rating for this | 3 & -igizi&< 
-ars ago to handle his own book- and last weel > 2 pI = he 
in hile JD had worked through } a a ’ = 
Gene! 11 Artists Corp. until he aa ; | oe | 2\3 
broke up his own band to join his National | eo ei } 4 3 3 
brother Rating _imieizgiats 
Move will further concentrate || This Last 2/8 /2Z/2/5/8 
sand biz into a virtually two wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title ee - e = 
aaa albeiae , , TT ; - : = —— ———— - 
: _ Although TI PAUL-FORD (Capitol) 
blasted big agencies for not earn “y; ( Dios” ; 1 & , 
ing their commissions when he left l 4 — — _ - - . 
MCA. both GAC and MCA have EDDIE FISHER Victor) 
idily dominated the orch book- 2 l “I’m Walking Behind You” l | 6 3 6 
ing field It's reported that the PERCY FAITH (Columbia) 
Dorseys are getting a hefty coin 3 1 “Song from Moulin Rouge” 2 8 2 FT 3 
Oe Se ee oe PERRY COMO (Victor) 
The Dorseys have been racking 4 3 “No Other Love” 4 ) 9 4 4 
up strong grosses on their location ‘ . ——— - 
da and one-niter hop: Several LES BAXTER ‘ apitol) * : 
sior labe have been dickering a is) “April in Portugal 6 3 2 
for t orch but no deal has yet AMES BROS. (Victor) 
been f lized Jimmy is free to 6 6 “You, You, You” 8 2 
ct itt an labe! oul Tommy HILLTOPPERS Dot 
il! owes Decca about 20 side 1 11 “P.S. I Love You” 5 2 10 9 7 
~ EARTHA KITT (Victor) 
2d © b a) 9 "eo *s > ” 3 10 
§ | h N | S All 8A 20 C'est Si Bon 
lar Ig t alls teve en S PEE WEE HUNT (Capitol) 
G ' T | f H Kid 4 8B 9 “Oh!” 7 3 
| > . ; . 
rimm Laies tor Hep S FRANK CHACKSFIELD (London) 
roatg * Allen's “Grimm _— Fairy 10 7 “Limelight Theme” 7 10 3 
ce Pe ee ee are ee RICHARD HAYMAN (Mercury) 
picked up by Starlight Songs, Ray 11 Ps “Ruby” 9 5 5 
Anthony’s music firm. “Tales, : : crass aEARSS : ‘ 
originally written by Allen as a DARRELL GLENN (Valley) 
mag piece, was cut by Coral Rec- 12 “Crying in the Chapel 
ords with Al (Jazzbo) Collins RUSTY DRAPER (Mercury) 
narrating and Lou Stein supplying | 13 16 “Gambler’s Guitar” 5 8 8 
ee ee ~ KAY STARR (Capitol) 
In less than two weeks on the 14 14 “Half a Photograph” g 8 
market, Coral has shipped more TOPPERS (D 
than 45,000 disks. United Produc- | 7 HILLTOE I ERS ‘ Jot) e 9 ‘ 
tions of America is currently dick- | 15 10 =6—“N'd Rather Die Young 
ering for the film cartoon rights LES BAXTER (Capitol) 
to “Tales.” 16 “Ruby” 
- — oom | on BILL HALEY (Essex) ; 
MA Swings it if 17 _ “Crazy, Man, < razy - 5 
d d PA EDDIE FISHER (Victor) 
00 of $0,006 i8A 13 “With These Hands” ; 6 
with the FOUR NG ae MONTE KELLY (Essex) 
D) . Record 18B 13 “Tropicana” 4 10 
Kia JUNE VALLI (Victor) 
20 16 “¢ rying in the Chapel” 10 - 7 
aca? oe 1 2 3 
ME & JULIET | CAN-CAN 
F I V E T O Pp Broadway Cast Broadway Cast qi Broadway Cast 
Victor | Capitol Decca 
OC 1012 S 4520 DL 9010 
ALBUMS EOC 1012 EDM 45 DA 937 
LOC 1012 9-391 
EOA 458 | 
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ONLY | EARTHA KITT 

Jackie Gleason | Victor 
Capitol | EPB 3062 
H-352 | LPM 3062 


Omaha Organist Piper 
Cues in ‘3 Blind Mice’ 
At Ballpark Rhubarbs 


























ar |p a ————= 


po Another 





CRYING IN 


l 


ae | 


1 


Allen- Dec.; 





a i 


J 


VALLEY PU 








BMI? Up" Hit 


June Valli—Vic.; 
Dec.; J. T. Peer ia & The Men 
lic; The Orioles—Jubilee; We 








THE CHAPEL 


RECORDS 
Darrell Glenn— —Valley; 


Art Lund— Coral; Rex 
Ella Fitzgerald— 
of Texas—Repub- 
sley Tuttle—Cap. 


Published by 


BLISHERS, INC. 


















| Mann, 


Pinza Sets Record Draw 


For Philly Dell Concert 


Philadelphia, July 21. 
The largest crowd in the history 
of Robin Hood Dell concerts lis- 
tened to Ezio Pinza last Thursday 
evening (16). Basso drew cheers 


from a teeming, enthusiastic crowd | feee 


of 24,000. Crowd surpassed a rec- 
ord set the week previous by bal- 
lerina Alicia) Markova and_ her 
partner, Oleg Tupine. 

At the Pinza concert Fredric 
Dell president, 


R. 


| 24 years ago, 


crowds of 7,000 at- 
tended each concert,” 
“We now average 20,000 a concert. 
When improvements are made to 
the Dell there are all sorts of 
things for which it could be used, 
such as school concerts and out- 


, door sunrise services.” 


announced | 


that he was asking the City Plan- | 


ning Commission and the City 
Council for money to build a new 
Dell or improve the present out- | 
door amphitheatre. Among the im- 
provements would 
for the audience. 
“When the Dell was first 


| 
| 
| 


be a covering | 


built | 


The 22 concerts this year are 


Mann said. | 


Omaha, July 21 
| Warren Piper, Omaha organist 
who has made the nitery swings 
and now likes to stick close to 


home, has his ideal setup playing 


at Omaha Cardinal baseball gam 


Piper, who for many years pla 
ed at Omaha’s hockey gan 
knows his sports and can con 
with a proper ditty on a 
notice. If Omaha players are { 


ing with umps, 
Blind Mice.” 


Piper play 
If opposition 
ing, he turns to “Feudin’, | 
and Fussin’” or 
appropriate. 

His addition hasn't 
Omaha much at the b.o., appa 
ly, but he adds novelty and « 
tainment which doesn’t hurt as ¢ 
Omaha team gets its lumps 


5 


somethin 


Piper plays from top of stand 
back of home plate and tone 
ries well throughout park. 


Irene Gallagher ‘Leaves’ 
Chappell, Stays on Boo! 
In hassle with ¢ 

pell Music | Max D) 

[rene Gallagher, 

exited the 

been 


a periodic 
toppe r 


his longtime 
firm last week. She | 
associated with Dreyfu 
close to 40 years. She simil 
“left” the company on _ previo 
casions 
Mi Gallagher, 
for the past 
understood ~ 
Chap sie 


or 
Ss who's’ beer 
couple of week 
being kept on 
payroll. 


Allied ™” ius Joyce 


Crooner Jimmy Joyce has been 
inked to a longterm pact by the 
indie Allied label. His initial re 
lease, out this week, is the title 
tune from  Universal-Internation 
al’s forthcoming pic, “The Man 
From The Alamo.” 


Joyce is a featured vocalist with 
the Alvino Rey orch. 








Abner Silver & Benny Davis’ 


MASTERPIECE ... 





Recorded by EDDIE FISHER 
and JOHNNIE RAY 


BEN BLOOM MUSIC CO. 
1619 Broadway, New York 











WANTED 
ASCAP melody writer 


Box 71553, Variety 
154 W. 46th St., New York 36, N.Y. 
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She does a good job on the bottom. . 


Adult 


A spinning natural 





JOAN REGAN 


HER NEW RELEASE SELECTED AS LARTETY ’s 


“TILL THEY’VE ALL GONE HOME” 


backed by “I'll Always Be Thinking of You” 
Accompaniment Directed by Roland Shaw 


(London) 1353 and 45-1353 


"Joan Regan who is debuting in the U. S. market in this 
London platter should move right into the top brackets 
with her slice of ‘Till They've Ali Gone Home’. 
lyrics set against a charming waltz melody excellently 
showcases her warm vocal technique. 
on all levels. 


RECORDS 


BEST BET 
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Catskill B.0. Up, Talent Coin at Par: 
Record Heat Keeps ‘Em in the Hills 


Although business in the Catskill ¢ 


Mountain sectors has been at its | 
highest level in several seasons, 
talent expenditures are about the | 
same as in previous years. There | 
have been some slight increases in 
budgets at various spots, however. 

The mountain hotel business is 
so strong that many inns aren't 
accenting weekend reservations 
Prospective guests are told that 
they might take a chance on com- 
ing up, but accommodations cannot | 
be guaranteed. Many spots that 
had been running at considerably 
less than capacity last season are 
virtually filled this year. 

One of the major reasons for the 
upped business is the record heat 
spell which has driven many who | 
hadn’t contemplated any protracted | 
stay in the hills to continue vaca- 
tioning. N. Y. nabe merchants com- 


| 
plain that business is worse this | 
summer than in any other dog | 
stretch in recent years, more cus- | 
tomers being away this season. 
However, there is one gloomy 
aspect to the current season that 
will cost hoteliers a healthy piece | 
of change. Labor Day and the 
Jewish holydays fall during ne | 
same week. That span -will 
plenty busy since many, by taking | 


two days off, can have an addi- 
tional week’s vacation. Labor Day, | 
falling on a Monday, and the holy- | 
days starting Wednesday at sun- 
down will force two weeks of busi- 
ness to be concentrated in one 
week. 


AGVA Delays Departure 
Of Water Show to Italy 
Till 336 Bond Is Posted 


Departure of a watershow slated 
for work in Italy was held up last 
week by the American Guild ot 
Variety Artists while the union} 
and the U. S. State Dept. conferred | 
on advisability of permitting the | 
troupe to leave the U. S. until a| 
bond covering return fare was put | 
in escrow with the union. Bond of | 
$3,500 was posted and troupe was 
permitted to take off. 

Show, put together by swimmer 
Frank Foster for a series of dates 
by Italian promoter Luigi Ivalde, 
was produced by Noel Sherman, | 
who was put on AGVA’s unfair 
list some time ago for failure to 
return a water show he sent to 
South America. Union at that time 
put up $4,000 with the State Dept., 
which got the show back to the 
States. 

AGVA therefore, 
to get a bond from Foster, got in 
touch with the State Dept., which 
in turn got Foster to put up $3,- 
500 with the union to cover return 
fares. 

Another concession that the un- 
ion was able to get, with okay from 
the State Dept., was an order to 
Ivalde to pay the last week’s salary 
of the Lavernes, an Apache act, 
directly to the union. This was 
done to cover a $500 fine clamped 
on this turn by the Los Angeles 
branch for working at the Silver 
Frolics, Chicago, which has been 
on AGVA’s unfair list. Act had 
previously stated it would appeal 
the fine, but union rules demand 
that the amount of the fine be 
posted pending the rehearing. This 
hadn’t beefi done as yet, and there- 
fore AGVA reps told the State 
Dept. efficials that it wouldn’t be 
responsible for the return of this 
act because of its unfair status. A 
compromise was reached’ which 
called for the payment of the last | 
week’s salary to the union. 








upon failure 





Gus Lampe Revamping 


| Twin 
| nitery, 


| Butte, 


ion the 
| stated. 





Shows at Fla. Roney 


Gus Lampe, in charge of talent 
operations for the Schine theatres 
and hotels, has gone to the Roney 
Plaza, Miami Beach to supervise 
shows at that spot. Lampe will re- 
vamp layouts at that hotel. 

Lampe for the past few weeks 
had been at the Ambassador Hotel, 
Los Angeles, also a Schine spot, 
where he supervised bookings. 





Vic Jarmel, who left 
Artists Corp. about a year ago 
turned to that organization 


General 
, re-| 
last } 


week. He’ll work in the act de-| weeks. Nitery’s plans for a replace- | on the Martin & Lewis bill; 
. partment. 


Between his stands at 


Artie Shaw band. 





_Ex-Hostess Seeks 65G 


Gale Storm Up $1,500 


Las Vegas, July 21. 
Gale Storm, currently at the 
Thunderbird here, has been inked 
for a repeat booking, starting Feb. 
18. Stand will be for three weeks, 

as is the current engagement. 
Miss Storm was booked here 
originally at $7,500 per week. She 





From Twin Cities’ Op) 
Minneapolis, July 14 
Harold F. McEvoy, 
Cities’ Tugboat Annie’s | 
whose establishment was 
seized by the U. S. Government for | 
nonpayment of $115,588.45 taxes 
plus charges, faces more grief 
Gladyce L. Olson, employed at 
the cafe as a checkroom girl and | 
hostess, has named him a defend- | 
ant in damage suits totaling $65.,- 


000 because, she alleges, McEvoy 
one night last April made an un- 
provoked attack upon her and 


pushed her through a glass door. | 
One of the injuries sustained left 
a permanent scar, she claims. 

The Government, after shutter- 
ing Tugboat Annie's, auctioned off | 
the furnishings and supplies. The | 
$4,690 realized will be applied to| 
what McEvoy allegedly owes. A 
Mont., nitery owner was the 
suieimiancnl 


Auction Set 
For Saratoga’s 


Piping Rock 


| Union hasn't told the acts direct- 


Saratoga Spgs., N. Y., July 21. 

Piping Rock, Saratoga’s swankiest | 
nightclub in the days when the |, 
cards turned high, but closed since 
1950, will be auctioned July 30 for | 
unpaid income tax and 
amounting to $1,058,000. 
Ratterree, district director of = 
ternal Revenue, disclosed at Al- 
bany that the former owner Flat | 
Rock Holding Co., has been neti. | 
fied of the sale and that legal no- 
tices had been posted. _ 


intere 7 


Riley J.| 


The Federal Government has 
held a lien since December, 1951, 
property for the amount 
Its market value is estimat- 
ed to be somewhere between $90,- | 
000 and $100,000. 

Piping Rock, where Joe Lew 
is, Sophie Tucker, Morton Saws y, 
Hildegarde and other 
peared, with name _ bands, 
the racing season, was mentioned 
as a gambling casino in the recent | 
special investigation 
Gov. Thomas F. 
bling 
County. 

The auction will be held at the 
club on Union Ave., three miles 
outside Saratoga Springs, at 10 
a.m. Included in the sale will be 
approximately 135 acres of land; 
the large stuccoed restaurant and 
entertainment building, with a 
dance floor and dining room seat- | 
ing 400; a rear structure which 
was the casino; another building 
formerly a_ residence for em- 
ployees, and several other small 
buildings. Equipment and furnish- 
ings are also to be auctioned, bids 
being by 
basis, whichever is higher. 

Auctioning of Piping Rock, cou- 
pled with the permanent darken- 
ing of several other top night spots 
on the rim of the city and the de- 
molition of the Grand Union Ho- 


Dewey into gam- 


|are not 
| picket 
| cording to 


| Grossinget's, 


i ognition in both spots 
| 
| 
| 


|and a 
toppers ap- | 1,200-seat 
during | East 


ordered by | for Andy 


and corruption in Saratoga | Pittsburgh 


lot and on an overall | 


will return at t $9, 000. 


ight AGA’ S Indirect 


Warning to Acts 
On Picket Crossing 


The 
Artists 


American Guild of Variety 
has sent a letter to all 





} 


| 
| 


i only 


agencies reminding them that acts | 


permitted to 
lines. This regulation, ac- 
AGVA spokesmen, has 
been on the union's 
1941, and it's being 
connection with the 
taurant E 


enforced in| 
Hotel & Res- | 
mplovees Union strike at |} 
Ferndale, and the | 
Kiamesha Lake, N. Y 
union is seeking .rec- 
and has en 
listed AGVA’s aid in this attempt 
AGVA recently passed a resolution 
supporting the hotel union's aims, 
but picket lines have been crossed 
regularly by the performers work 
ing those spots. 
AGVA will 


| Concord, 


The eatery 


take disciplinary 
|} action against these acts, punish 
ment to be determined by the 
Y. branch's executive board 


rs 


| union 


Cost Him 1636 in 1952, 


Bertera Sells Vogue For 


1006, Eyes Downtown Pitt | 


Pittsburgh, 
Bertera, who took over 
on Vogue Terrace 
half ago, has just sold the 
theatre restaurant’ in 
McKeesport for 
Buying group is headed by 
Donovan, until recently auditor 
Chakeras’ nitery-restau- 
concessions at Greater 
Airport. New owners 
take over first of August. 

Chakeras had the Vogue Terrace 
for several years before peddling 
it to Bertera early in 1952, when 
Chakeras landed the Airport con- 
tracts. At that time, purchase 
price was reported to have been 
| $16, 500, and Bertera’s success 
since then has been phenomenal. 
He's reported to have made $100,- 
000 since assuming the operation. 

It's understood Bertera has his 
eye on a big nitery closer to down- 
town Pittsburgh. 


July 21 
John 
| the lease 


rant-bar 





Guy Mitchell Ovationed 


London, July 21. 
Guy Mitchell capped his success 





tel, in the heart of the Spa, mark 
the swan song of an era in which | 
gambling outside the racetrack | 
matched that in the Union Ave. | 
enclosure, and Saratoga was syn- 
onymous the world over with glit- | 
tering high life. Now, the city’s | 
jure rests on August racing, with 
pari-mutue] wagering, and baths | 
and mineral waters. 





ATLING EDITH PIAF 


CANCELS VERSAILLES | 


Edith Piaf will not play the Ver-| 
sailles, N. Y., this season. Gallic 
chanteuse has been ailing and con- | 
sequently will stay in France for | 


| the time being. Miss Piaf has noti- 
| fied 


. ’ | Agency of her decision, and per-|clude Ibarras Bros. 
Vic Jarmel’s GAC Return |centery in turn relayed the info|ladium bow, doing a multiple bar | 


the Lew & Leslie Grade} 


to the nitery. 
Miss Piaf was slated to open at/| 
the Versailles Sept. 17 for 12) 


ment haven't yet been formulated. 


GAC | Biz at the spot is still strong with roomers; 
Jarme! was road manager with the | the George White revue, “Nice to| brists, and roller skaters Ravic & | 
| See You.” 


of last year at the Palladium yes- 
terday ‘Mon.) hitting a resounding 
ovation with a succession of his 
record hits. He was forced to beg | 


'which hit a higher applause level 
than his previous stint here. 
Mitchell's routine reveals a high- 
er polish than he had during his 
previous engagement here. He has 
a heightened sense of showman- 
ship and he has added a few terp 
— — dovetail nicely into his 


Rolly Rolls, also in a return en- 
gagement, 
tion and Chris Cross, holding over, 
hit jackpot mittings as did Patter- 
son & Jackson. Latter team is 


Eddie Arnold, who appeared here 


Bob 
Henderson & Eileen Henshall, ball- 
Four Osmanis, equili- 


Babs. 


cross valid | 
ithe usual 


books sinee | 





| ly not to cross the picket lines, | 

| probably taking the “view that it} 
doesn't want to brush with the 
Taft-Hartley Act which forbids a 
secondary boycott. However, it was 
explained by a union spokesman 
that similar laws have been on 
| the books of virtually every trade 


a year | 


$100,000. | 
Jerry | 


In Return to Palladium) with the 





scored a warm recep-| 


See Henie-Wirtz Partnership Reprise 


~ On 30-Week Deal, 





‘Use of Council Bluffs 


Track Ups Ringling Fee 
July 14 
Barnum & 


Omaha, 

Ringling Bros. and 
Bailey will pay a surprise visit at 
Playland Park in Council Bluffs 
while enroute to the Coast 


|} Aug. 23 


Playland’'s space is the 
avatlable in the Omaha 
area for the circus, and the fact it 
will come in on a Sunday will cost 
the show $700 more than any other 
day 


parking 
spot 


have to cancel 
that night to 


Because he will 
his stock car races 
use the track for a parking area 
Playland boss Abe Sluskey hiked 
Ringling fee from $300 
to $1,000 for the date 


Cleve. Cafe Quits 
Aug. 1 After 3d 


Bi B bi 
Cleveland, July 21 

Another mysterious 
the Towne Casino—the 
to hit it in the last five months 
caused so much damage and such 
a front-paged furor that its fright 
ened operators decided to throw 
in the sponge. 

Edward Helstein and Jack Ro 
goff, owners of the black-and-white 


third one 


jitterbug joint, announced they 
were folding it Aug. 1 That de 
cision came in a hurry after they 


had heated conferences with po- 
lice and the irate landlord = of 
building, which had 10 doctors’ of 


fices on second floor wrecked last 


Wednesday (15) by explosion. By 
mutual avyreement, they cancelled 
the lease, which had 15 more 


months to fo, rental of 


| per month 


at a 


$750 


*lanted upstairs 
when only a night 
on the scene, the 
dynamite ripped 
club's ceiling. It 
walls and broke 200 windows in 
the neighborhood, which has been 
rocking with bitter controversies 
ever since the Towne 
stalled Harlem entertainment for 
a mixed clientele A 
erator, Ted Meclau, the first to try 
sepia shows at this hotspot, hastily 


early morning 
watchman was 
three sticks of 
a big hole in the 


sold it after the No. 1 iron pine- 
apple chewed its entrance to! 
pieces. 

Racial prejudice by unknown 


parties was blamed by 
the 1:00m’'s manager, for the at- 
tacks on it. All the bombings 
came at various times when the 
current management was bringing 
in new name colored bands or 
changing its floorshow policy. Last 
dynamiting, May 29, not only dam- 
aged the roof to the tune of $1,000 
but shook up 60 customers at the 
bar. 


No. 3 blast came simultaneously 
opening of Eddy Lee’s 
troupe of white female imperson- 
| ators, a switch from the spot’s pre- 
vious policy of dark-skinned acts. 
Despite the gaping hole in the ceil- 
ing and bomb-scarred walls, Lee’s 
limp-wrist laddies lived up to the 





| off after a well-routined songfest | | show- must-go-on tradition for three | 


following nights, but swished very | 
nervously. Most of the 15 femimps, 
in fact, 
when they were paid off last Sat- 
urday (18) by Helstein and Rogoff. 

Owners said they were also 
dropping one of the two sepia jazz 
bands and would merely mark 
time until the Aug. 1 
Business at the Towne C 
ranged from 


' several months, according to neigh- 


result of 
which 


borhood observers, 
the previous 


as a 
dynamiting 





doubling from “Folies Bergere” at} scared many potential customers 
the Prince of Wales. away. ss 
Others on the Palladium bill in- | _—_ — 
in their Pal- 
7 OAKS GOES PFC 
}act; Dickie Henderson, British) San Antonio, July 21. 
musicomedy player; impressionist | Col. B. F. Chadwick, owner and | 


operator of Club Sevenoaks here, 
has announced that the spot will 
| be closed to the public after July 
| 31. 

It then becomes a class private 
‘country club. 


bombing of | 


also tore up floors 


Casino in- | 


former op- | 


John Drew, 


looked obviously relieved | 


shuttering. | 
asino has | 
sluggish to n.g. for | 


Stabilizing Ice Field 


Chicago, July 21. 
A resumption of partnership be- 
tween Arthur M. Wirtz and Sonja 
Henie is now in the wind. It has 
been learned that the Chicago ice 
show producer and arena operator 
has offered Miss Henie a 30-week 


deal which if concluded would 
most likely start in the fall. 
So tar, there’s been no definite 


put it’s be- 
would have 
before 


turndown, it's reported, 
lieved that Miss Henie 
several angles to consider 
giving a final okay 

One of the major problems is 
the length of the proposed tour 
In the past Miss Henie has always 
balked at the marathon jaunts, but 


during the last two years, when 
she had been touring her own 
show, many felt that she would 
be glad to get dates that would 


her that length of time 

Another major factor would be 
the sharing of top. billing with 
Barbara Ann Scott, who has been 


Zuarantee 


getting a buildup from Wirtz for 
the last two years. There's also 
the prospect that she'll share fa- 
vored spotting with Carol Lynne, 
another top skater under contract 
to Wirtz. Producer has been groom- 
ing this femme duo and would 
want io continue their contracts 
as well hang onto them as _ in- 
surance against any future difficul- 


ities with Miss Henie 

Those are only some of the prob- 
lems that would be faced if the 
pair shou!d get together again, Miss 
Henie and Wirtz split after a clash 
and since then both have’ been 
| touring shows of their own. Both 
shows lost considerable money, and 
both have experienced tremendous 
difficulties in getting a sufficient 


| quantity of good dates to make 
the going worthwhile. 
Calling Off the Dogs 
However, one thing is certain 


The reunion of both these person- 
alities would bring a measure of 
stability into the ice show field 
Miss Henie has been wildeatting 


| her stands, frequently going into 
ja town right before another major 
show was ready to open. In most 
| cases, Miss Henie didn't permit the 
|} other company to make money, but 
didn't do herself any good finan 
cially either. As a result of her 


activities, she 
the prosperity 


virtually disrupted 
that had been pre 


vailing in the frappe field. 
Wirtz, on the other hand, after 
winding up with his own arenas 


couldn't get many other good dates 
because the other blade displays 
had already booked the’ choice 
stands and inserting the Wirt, 
show would have meant feeding 
|; many towns with more exhibits of 
| this kind than they could take at 
the bo 

Thus a merger between Wirts 
and Miss Henie would mean that the 
field would be reduced to four major 
companies, other three being “Ice 
Capades,” “Ice Follies” and “Holi- 
| day on Ice.” “Capades,” produced 
by John H. Harris of Pittsburgh 
| and routed by the Arena Managers 


| Assn., has a second company, “Ice 
Cycles.” “Holiday's” sister com- 
pany is “Ice Vogues.” 


Unitil Miss Henie started in the 

field the other troupes had care- 
fully spaced themselves so. that 
they wouldn't bump into each other 
on the road. They played the same 
cities only after a respectable in- 
| terval had elapsed. Consequently, 
the ice field had been one of the 
best regulated in show business 
That's been changed somewhat 
since last year and there have 
| been some invasions into what has 
been regarded as the domain of 
other shows With fewer compaines, 
ithe “gentlemen's agreements” may 
be resumed 


/] 


GI Work Interferes With 
His Cafe, So U.S. Wins Out 


New Orleans, July 21. 

The owner of a French Quarter 
nitery surrendered his liquor li- 
cense Thursday (16) because he 
can't run things properly, he said, 
while serving in the Armed Forces, 

The spot is the El Morocco Club, 
|owned by Frank B. Spinato. He 
| was charged in an affidavit before 
| the state board of tax appeals with 
| permitting B-drinking by women 
| entertainers. 
Spinato sent word through his 
| attorney that he was surrendering 
| his license. He said he was in the 


service last December when the 
offense on which the charge is 
based was committed. He is still 


jin the service. 
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ending, close to $700,000 will have 
been shelled out for a month's 
casino bait along the rialto. Mean- 
while, each hotel benefits from the 
heavy traffic, and no amount of 
blazing desert heat—and_ higher 
humidity this July, incidentally— 
will stop hordes of suckers from 
making their appointed—or disap- 
pointed—rounds 
Hutton’s Desert Song 
With astounding force, the Betty 


Hutton blockbuster reopened the 
Painted Desert Room of Wilbu 
( rk's Desert Inn, after four 
wecks of the al fresco “Aqua Fair.” 
Miss Hutton’s first cafe date in 13 


years became an immediate click 
as the indefatigable thrush vi- 
brated all over the place with het 
sock showmanship. Surroupding 
the Hutton tour de terrif is one of 
the most interesting and tavish 
production creations ever viewed 
on the resort hotel belt. 

Several days before the Hutton 


preem, another smash first) wa 
visited upon the Strip by the err- 
prising emergence of Gale Siorm 

rV's “My Little Margie’—into 














bs mS SSE a 
"This Vocal Venus Thrilled All with Her 


Elegant Charm.’—O. Garrigues, Owner 
Bolero Supper Club. 


Currently 
BOLERO-WILDWOOD, New Jersey 


STAR MANAGEMENT 
84h 7th Ave, New York BAyside 4.0910 


| Vegas’ New Year's 


’ _ —— Continued from page 1 


| pause 


i“Hello,” are 











a first-rate cafe performer. Closing 
her three - frame Thunderbird 
stand tomorrow (Wed.), Miss 
Storm bows out after breaking the 
Navajo Room’s attendance record, 
formerly held by the Mills Bros. 


(Miss Hutton collapsed yesterday | 


(Mon.) a few hours before she was 
slated to appear in the Desert Inn 
show. Medicos stated she was suf- 


{fering from exhauston.) 


With an experimental dash. pro- 
ducer Hal Braudis flings newcomer 
Norman Brooks into headline spot 
with Henny Youngman adding his 
witticisms to the general proceed- 
ings. 

Shriner’s SRO 


Herb Shriner's rise to the up- 
per echelon of TV's comedy divi- 
sion has been a noteworthy show 
biz element of the past season. 
With this Last Frontier fortnight 
he will tndoubtedly prove his 
claim for ascendancy into cafe- 
dom’s bigtime as well. Probably 


surrounded by the stiffest competi- | 
tion in his nitery career, Shriner | 
comes through by filling the Ra- 


mona Room to capacity for his 


first week. in the era of volubie | 


standup comedians, Shriner dares 


to be different with his sotto voce | 


about Indian 
mores. His 


delivery of yarns 
smalltown life and 
shambling-gaited entrance, 
while gazing at the floor 
and followed by simple greeting, 
enough to bring 
forth a big yock. From this amaz- 


ing underplayed intro, he drawls | 


funny anecdotes containing snap- 
pers, puffs his harmonica to “Hora 
Staccato,” a foot-tapping ‘“Czar- 


' das,” and builds laughs into ap- | 
| plause, capping with classic Army 


routine for begoff. 


Prior to the Shriner’ turn, 


itablers receive a tremendous lift 


from the dynamic Mary Kaye 
Trio. Rocketing from in-the-dark 
opening measures of “Lonesome 
Road” theme through tunes well 
spaced for comedy or serioso ef- 


| fect, act siops the show. Mary, 
brother Norman, and madman 
Frank Ross are great on vocal 


blends, highlighting ‘Where Is 
Your Heart” duet; comedics by 























BETTY HUTTON SHOW, 
San Francisco & Tour 


CIRO’S, Hollywood 
SAHARA HOTEL, Las Vegas 
RIVERSIDE HOTEL, Reno 





ROYAL COMMAND PERFORMERS 
1948-1952 


WARREN, LATONA 
and SPARKS 


“Australia’s Foremost Comedy 
Knockabout Act’’ 


Currently 


Radio City Music Hall 


NEW YORK 
Opening AUG. 28th 


Canadian Exhibition 
TORONTO 


AMERICAN ENGAGEMENTS 
LATIN QUARTER, New York SHOREHAM HOTEL, 





Washington, D. C. 


DONALD O’CONNOR 
SHOW (TV) 


ED SULLIVAN’S ‘Toast of 
the Town” (TV) 











Exclusive Agent 


LEW & LESLIE GRADE, Ltd. 
250 West 57th St., New York 











| Ross via Louis Armstrong impres 
‘of gravelly pipes, toy trumpet, | 0U 
with a Billy Daniels after-romp; 
Norman's off-key “Begin the Be-| Henry Busse and Clyde McCoy 


brief | 








guine,” and combined jubilee |impressions. With Berle back on, 
styled “Some of These Days.” | Sues bats wenn a | the 

: H completely madhouse “St. Suis 
Further rhythmic impact comes | compl: churns the Ray Sinatra 


} 
| 


cordion. 

Estelle Sloan provides a bright 
|prime with mercurial tapistry, 
|dishing up multi-cleating ‘“Cece- 
lia,” novel “Ball Game,” 
and Israeli folk dance. Jean Dev- 
llyn Dancers frolic in 


h!he does a keel-over to cue hilari- | 


|from Mary’s guitar accomping and | oreh sections into chaos as he at- 
the Ross stabs on drums and ac- tempts a solo flight, heckled ail 


| 


{ 


;tucky Mountaineers in all 
Irish jig, | 


amusing | 


“French Poodle” opener, spottinsg | 


Dickie Lerner as clown, and solo 
i “poodles” Joy Walker and Dolores 
!Frazzini tricking with acro flips. 
|! Closing “Mambo” has applause- 
{teasing strobelit moments, and 


| faves “Without a Song” 


| backing the entire shebang is Skin- | 


inay Ennis with a fine showband, 


| Socko 


| plus smooth know-how of introing | 


various rounds. 
A Red For a Shim 
After booking Christine Jorgen- 


|sen sight unseen into the Sahara | 
| 


Orpheum §travelog, 
the act was for the 
started cancellation . 
| While the Sahara to Bill Miller to 
Charlie Yates to Christine ricker- 
ing was going on, a top name was 
being sought to fill the frames 
Agents brought up many lists, but 
Red Skelton was given the woo 
while on a week's respite in Vegas. 
; Anna Maria Alberghetti had been 
| pencilled in earlier, so when Skel- 
ton inked his signature on the con- 
|tract for $25,000 per, the expen- 


birds and 
7 


rraredure 
proeceaure 


for July 14 semester, some of the | 
hotel’s exec cased the shim’s L. A. | 
decided that | 


| 


sive double bill became a formid- | 


able contender during the town’s 
most littering talent array in 
history. 

Even before Big Red and the 
|demure Miss Alberghetti opened 
jlast week (14), the rush for 
j tables presaged a sellout for en- 
| tire run. While not in top form for 
| his nitery debut, with nerves and 
{some musty material blocking a 
| socko performance, Skelton began 
to roll after the third night (see 
|New Acts). Where at first he 
| rambled far into the cornfield or 
jlimped out of his character 
sketches, the clown of pix, AM & 


| 


=| TV finally found his usual leaping 


pace, a more suitable procession of 
| gags, and better payoffs. 

Miss Alberghetti, the 
; Old coloratura stepping into her 
| first nitery berth, found a warm 
land attentive audience cheering 
|} her songware and became a show- 
| Stopper (see New Acts). Producer 
| George Moro added the Christo- 
bels, three males, two femmes, for 


| quickie flash adagio starter. 


17-year- 


| tle too much time clawing around 


|in character, but begin to bid for 
salvos after getting into real ac- 
tion. Windup skiprope, with small, 
lithe gal being whirled around by 
| two males and third guy making 
| the jumps, receives big mitts. 
| Sa-Harem Dancers have 

|; cal strip routine. 


istroblighting touch 
fancy flavor 


lend 





| stopping from his orchsters. 
Berle, Damone, Etc. 


| Simultaneously bidding for 100% 
|attention on Wednesday, the 
Sands, with Milton Berle & Co., 
and El Rancho 
| Vic Damone, chalked up SRO. So 
| riotous was the Sands’ Copa Room 
| opening that tablers were howling 
| and applauding after more than 90 
| minutes of aisle rolling and Berle’s 
| second begoff. The parade of acts 
{led on by Uncle Miltie—Fleet- 
, woods, Betty George, Leonard 
| Sues, Kentucky Mountaineers, Sid 
Gary — all receive the usual 
'Berlesk treatment — the infinite 
| breakups or participation gismos. 
First, by spreading a barrage of 
| jokes, some borrowed, some new, 


| waxed 


| tember Song,” “Get Out of Town,” 
|*Where or 


| 43 : . At-| ceives another go-round, but in 
tired as felines, unit spends a lit-| different 


| 


| 
| 


; ‘Ss fun| Johnny Conrad Dancers to sup- 
| during opening by kidding a typi-| plant with solid terp ideas. Supple 
Wardrobe and | leader is good, and his seven well- 
extra- | trained 
cy to bump & grind | stylized modernities of an Afro- 
| whimsies. Cee Davidson, in po-| Cuban sortie. Whether the tribe of 
| dium position, draws solid back- | regulars will go for the more cul- 


| still prefer a plethora of butterfly- 
| eyelashed cuties tripping around in 
| cleavaged drapery is up for de- 


Vegas, toplining | 


_Toom of the Flamingo. The dour, 


Berle has check-grabbers gasping | 


in no time. He becomes frank 
about lifting material from other 
comics: “I saw Red Skelton's open- 
ing last night at the Sahara. Great. 
just great that’s all. Skelton said 
{some of the funniest things you'll 
ever hear tonight.” 

A special bleat set to “Manhat- 
tan Tower’ measures into his 
theme, “Near You,” pulls cheers 
ending his first term, but after the 
| Fleetwood foursome cleat into 
some neat stepwork, he’s in the act 
‘to grab salvos for a leggy “Charles- 
ton.” With stunning oriole Beity 
George, who makes her big im- 
, pression with “Mamie Is Mimi,” 


s “Embraceable You” duet. 
Leonard Sues slams over boffo 
with his trumpeting, chiefly in 


the way. 

Never could the cathode tube! 
rightly show the ribtickling Ken-| 
their | 
backwoodsy glofy as this in-person | 
revelation. The yodels by Emmy | 
Lou, coupled with her deadpan ex- | 
pression, and duet with Berle as | 
“Cuzzin Elmer” in grotesque cos- | 
tume and makeup are terrif high-/| 
light. Rounding into the home 
stretch, Gary takes over after the 
Mountaineers’ bleating to hit with | 
and “Old | 
Man River” for peak plaudits. | 
“Minstrel” finale begins | 
with Berle’s mimicry of George | 
Jessel, then application of cork for | 
Gary's Jolson, and takeover by) 
Miltie for a Cantor gallop. Pair | 
reprise old Pantages days in} 
parody building into “Stepping | 
Out With My Baby,” backed by | 
legmania of Fleetwoods, also in 
blackface. Hullabaloo following this 
climax to one of the Strip’s great- | 
est shows in all its 12-year parade 
of dazziers is thunderous. 

If the hurly-Berley at the Sands 
ticked off more than the usual 
hour or so allotted for other than 
casino amusement, El Rancho 
Vegas won extra moments for its 
various games of skill and chance 
when Vic Damone wrapped up the | 
show after 45 minutes of running | 
time. He has put together a batch 
of w.k. evergreens for return trip | 
to this spa after his Army stint, | 
reserving a replica of recently | 
Mercury disk, “April in 
Portugal,” for the only current hit 
ballad. Standout tunes are “Sep- 





When,” and closing 
fervor-song described as “re- 
quested more times than any other 
while singing for GIs in Germany,” 
the wringer, “You'll Never Walk 
Alone.” Damone’s piano accomper 
furnishing excellent assists is his 
buddy from service, ex-Sgt. Bert 
Bacharach, 
Mr, & Mrs. Terp 


Bambi Linn & Rod Alexander 
whirl their choreo cavalcade into 
descriptive movements. They terp 
a parade from two-a-day_ into 
‘Hollywood Musical Extravaganza,” 
“Broadway Story Ballet,” advanc- 
ing onward to TV—which brings 
back the old two-¢-day hoofing 
style. Poetic feeling is limned in 
“Younger Than Springtime” and 
the ubiquitous “Mambo No. 5” re- 


fashion, as pair devise 
smooth variations for the jumpy | 
theme. Receive hefty palms for, 
each exhibit and extra kudos on 
closing bows, 


Instead of usual line of dolls, 
producer Tom Douglas tries some- 
thing different in booking the 


femmes dart through 


tural approach to amusement, or 


cision, Bob Ellis has added three 
violins to his 10 AFMers, giving a 
lush sound for Damone purrings. | 

The Spike Jones “Insanities of 
04” has brought big action into 
the gaming sector and large dining 





gum-chewing, whacker of sundry 
metallic objects has led his City 
Slickers and assorted acts through 
one month of tremendous biz. 
Celebrating the 10th anni of the! 
crew during this Vegas preem of | 
“Insanities,” Jones has put to-! 
gether his best package to date. | 
Tony Martin's slick warbling gives | 
the Flamingo fortress plenty of | 
ammunition starting Thursday and 


| 
| 


lasting throughout July in a three- | 


frame bid for big bettors. ; 


Alsonett Chain Buys Memph 
Peabody for $8,000,000 


Memphis, July 21. 
Hotel Peabody, one of the south’s 


|famed landmarks, was scold last 


week to the Alsonett Hotel chain 
for nearly $8,000,000. Peabody 
books name bands weekly for sit- 
down stints in both the Skyway and 
swank Plantation Roof throughout 
the year. Hal McIntyre is currently 
appearing on the Roof. 

Charles H. Alberding, prexy of 
the big Alsonett chain, was here to 
ink the deal with the Peabody, 
group. The chain also owns and 
operates the King Cotton Hote 
here. ‘Frank R. Schutt, prexy of the 
Peabody, represented the Memp! 
group. 

Alsonett’s current headquarte 
are stationed in Tulsa but fu 
operations will probably be shifted 
to the Peabody. No changes are 
contemplated in cafe and name 
orch policy. 











JAY MARSHALL 


€ HASN'T THE 
LAS VAGUEST 

IDEA WHERE THE 
MONEY GOES 


HAL 
. THUNDERBIRD 


HOTEL BRAUDIS 
Lost Wages, Nev. 
Mgt.—MARK J. LEDDY 
LEON NEWMAN 




















BOBBY 
BAXTER 


“Master of Mischief" 


“MOUNTAINEERING” 
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ROYAL GUARDS 
Currently 


NEW GOLDEN HOTEL 
RENO, NEVADA 





WHEN IN BOSTON 
t's the 


HOTEL AVERY 


The Home of Show Folk 
Avery & Washington Sts. 











Grant’s Riviera 


RESTAURANT AND BAR 
158 W. 44 St., New York LU 2-4488 
WHERE SHOWBUSINESS MEETS 


* TALENT CONTEST * 
MONDAY NIGHTS 


Prize: Professional Engagement 
Duplicate Prizes Awarded in the Case of Tie: 
eee eenneeneneeneesimieeeiemiamenmenammmerert 























All In One Package . . . 


5 ACTS 5 
Bk. of "BEST COMEDY BITS": $5. 


A. GUY VISK WRITING ENTERPRISES 
94 Hill Street Troy. N. Y¥ 
(The Mirthplace ef Show Biz) 




















Would You Like to LIVE 


appointment talent or agents are 


‘phone Plaza 92-1120. 





Amateur or professional talent with sons or daughters are eligible to 
audition for this national ABC radio and television show. 


REODY & NELSON direct, 745 Fifth Avenue, New York City, oF 


LIKE A MILLIONAIRE? 


For audition 
invited to contact MASTERSON, 














Wednesday, July 22, 1953 














FOUR SMASH YEARS for 
FOUR SENSATIONAL GIRLS! 


31, YEARS ... on all of the Arthur Godfrey 


radio and TV shows. 


RECENTLY ... acclaimed at the Vogue Terrace 


in Pittsburgh and the Skyway Lounge in Cleve- 
land. 


NOW. .. here’s what's happening at the Radisson in 


Minneapolis 





IN MINNEAPOLIS 2 : miisson, _, 


July 15, 1953 


Mr. Jack Bertell 
c/o Mercury Artist 
730 5th Avenue 

New York, New York 








Dear Mr. Bertell: 


The CHORDETTES ore just finishing a two-week engagement 
in the RADISSON HOTEL'S FLAME ROOM. The management 
joins me in regretting that they are unable to stay because of 
other commitments. 


We would like you to know that they have been-ao TREMEN- 
DOUS SUCCESS and have BROKEN ALL RECORDS in the 
RADISSON'S world famous FLAME ROOM. The City of Min- 
neapolis has acclaimed them tops in entertoinment and we all are 
looking forward to their early return. 


Sincerely yours, 





Marjorie Ellis McCrady 
Director of Public Relations 


By Me Nae oe te.” ae 





ercury 
and a big hello to all of the “Barber j ‘ . 
Shopper's” across the nation. fe artists 


Exclusively bs — corpo ration 
COLUMBIA RECORDS 730 FIFTH AVENUE « NEW YORK 19 « JUDSON 6-6500 
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Fall Closing of N.J. Riviera to Spice 
N.Y. Vs, Fla. Joust for Winter Names 


The permanent closing of the 
Riviera, Ft. Lee, N. J., in October 
will make the New York area cafe , 
industry even more of a closed cor- 
than it now is. Mass biz} 
in N. Y. is currently confined to 
{ L Quarter, Copacabana, 

in season the Riviera. With 
iporation of the Riviera, the 
over talent wars between 
nitery and the Copa will dis- 


ition 


\ y 


nor 
pur 


itin 


falent agencies will no longer 
be able to pit the Copa against 
the Riviera as has been done in the 
past. To equalize the competition, 
Copa boniface Jules Podell recently 
instituted a two-shows-nightly pol- | 
icy as against the three that pre- 
viously prevailed. He was thus able 
to get Danny Thomas away from 
the Kiviera by that maneuver. 

In the name field, the Copa will | 
be virtually the sole outlet. Lou 





SENSATIONAL 
DANCE ACT 


(THE VALENTINO WHIP) 


WESTERLY 
GAIL 


Currently 
GLOBE THEATRE 
Atlantic City 





; aS a 


| of 
| be sent to New York for appear- | 


Walters at the Latin Quarter uses 
names only occasionally, to bolster 


'a long-running show. Walters has 


Sophie Tucker coming in Oct. 12 
for four weeks and then goes into 


a new edition which will have a 
batch of imports. 

The talent agencies, however, 
will be able to pit N. Y. spots 
against Florida during the winter 
season. The reopening of the 
Beachcomber, Miami Beach, may 


provide the peg for the competi- 
tion. Although the talent needs of 
the forthcoming Florida 
cannot be estimated at 
it will still be a good competition 
peg. However, the agencies and the 
nightclub owners know that a N. Y 
showcasing is highly necessary. 
Even established names must play 
a Gotham spot to provide a peg 
for national publicity, with video 


season 


| shows aiding in the buildup. 





‘TEXAS’ 1ST SEARCH 


FOR NEGRO TALENT 


Dallas, July 21. 


The first statewide talent search | 


for Negroes is being planned here 
highlight of Negro Achieve 
Day at the 1953 State Fair 
Oct. 19 Winner will 


ment 
Texas on 


l'ances at the Apollo Theatre in| 
Harlem and for possible TV audi- | 
tions. 

The search will be conducted 


with the cooperation of 51 theatres 
in 26 Texas cities. 

















(Bobby) 


ROLLINS} 


Held Over 
FAIRMONT 
clus 
Ottawa, Can. 


| Booked thru WILLIAM SHILLING 
| 165 West 46th Street 
New York City | 

















COMEDY MATERIAL 


For All Branches of Theatricals 


FUN-MASTER 


THE ORIGINAL SHOW-BIZ GAG FILE 
(The Service of the STARS) 
First 13 files $7.00—All 35 Issues $25 
Singly: $1.05 Each IN SEQUENCE ONLY 
Beginning with No. 1—No Skipping! 
@ 3 Bks. PARODIES, per book $10 @ 
@ MINSTREL BUDGET $25 @ 
@ 4 BLACKOUT BKS., ea. bk. $25 @ 
@ BLUE BOOK (Gags for Stags) $50 @ 
HOW TO MASTER THE CEREMONIES 


$3.00 
GIANT CLASSIFIED ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF GAGS, $300. Worth over a thousand 


No C.0.D.'s 
BILLY GLASON 
200 W. 54th St., New York 19--Dept. V 
Circle 7-1130 














BLACK 


DUNDEE 


(Beauty and 
the Least) 


A new note in 
Glamor Comedy 


Mgt 
| GERBER WEISS 
i MFRCURY 
ARTISTS 
730 ota, Av. @. Y 
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Jehovah's Witnesses 


Continued {com page 1 





| city, the JW expenditures meant a 


|terrific bonanza for the N. Y. 
hoteliers. 
Bulk of the Witnesses, other 


| than those who spent the night at | 
| hotels or in private homes, were | 
| housed in a temporary tent city at 
| New 
itheir own cafeterias, supermarkets, | 


Market, N. J. They set up 
dug their own water supply and 
solved their own sanitation and 


sewage problems. Their conclave 


lat the Yankee Stadium on Sunday 


| (19) 
World 


clared that each delegate is under | 


than a 
drew an 


was better attended 
Series game. It 
estimated 75,000, 

What's more, the Witnesses 
didn't demand much in the way of 
policing. Aside from a few traffic 
cops around the Yankee Stadium, 
the Witnesses could be 
anywhere. One JW spokesman de- 


Lord to conduct 
During 


obligation to the 
himself properly. 

Shriners’ and other 
police sometimes have to look the 


| other way, but in the case of the 


2iinto a 


Witnesses, they even aided the po- | 


lice to apprehend themselves. 

One delegate who wanted to 
mail a letter unwittingly broke 
fire box. He realized his 
mistake and waited until the fire 
engines came. He was fined $50 
m Bronx Magistrates Court. 

The Witnesses spent consider- 
able coin on the lower priced 
amusements. 


some and department stores got a 
tremendous amount of additional 
coin. One thing is certain, there 
were never so many children at 
any 
York. The kids were evident 
everywhere, and the adults’ 
havior measured up to that of any 


| family head who had the children 
! with him. 








eames 











LOU FOLDS 


ORIGINAL 


MAGICAL JUGGLER 


Starring 
LATIN QUARTER, Boston 


this time, | 


erly 


trusted | 


The yap-wagons did | 
| a thriving business, film houses did 


convention ever held in New | 


be- | 





| ANGELO’S VS. 7 SEAS 


IN OMAHA JOUSTING 


Omaha, July 21. 
Best local nitery competition of 
summer looms this week. 
Angelo’s will bring in Ella Fitz- 
gerald July 24, day after she closes 
two-week stint at the Chicago 
Theatre. 


Don Hammond of Seven Seas 


| 
| 


| 
| 


will counter with Lucille & Eddie | 
Roberts, top magicos, same dates. | 








Hammond hopes $1 cover An- 
gelo’s will ask will send most 
nitery fans his way. 

Vaude, Cafe Dates, 
Chicago 

Felicia Sanders booked for six 

weeks at Black Orchid beginning 


Aug. 18... Les Paul & Mary Ford 
open Chicago Theatre for two 
stanzas Aug. 7, playing Illinois 
State Fair Aug. 22 ... Manny Op- 
per bows into Dort Bowl, Flint, 


| Mich., July 28 fer indef engage- 
‘ment... Jack Richards and Marks- | 
; men 


into Crest Lounge, Detroit, 
July 28 for four frames, following 


with four more at Chanute AFB, 
ill., beginning Aug. 25... Furnessa 


Bros. play Rossinian Hotel, Denver, 
| Aug. 14 for three stanzas ... Bev- 
Hudson takes over Henry 
| Grady Hotel, Atlanta, Aug. 13 for 
fortnight .. . Harmonicats repeat- 
| ing at Michigan State Fair, Detroit, 
Sept. 4-13 .. 


|for single frame Dominoes, 
Gene Krupa Trio, and Louis Arm- 
Fair for week beginning Sept. 4 
haa Ted Lewis into Lake Club, 
Springfield, today (Wed.) for sin- 


gle stanza, followed by Mills Bros. | 


July 31 and Margaret Whiting, 


gagement at Cairo Supper 


and return Sept. 16 for another in- | 


def run, 


London 
| Chris Cross doubling from Lon- 
don Palladium in Savoy Hotel 


nitery with Betty Luster following 
him in for the next fortnight , 
The Three Madamoiselles after 
four weeks at the Colony & Astor 


opened yesterday (Mon.) at the 
Pigalle restaurant for indefinite 
run... The Deep River Boys be- 


sides string of dates for Moss Em- 
pires, opening Palace, Manchester, 
Aug. 1 go into the Colony & 
Astor month of November : 
Page & Bray play return date at 


the Savoy entire month of August, | 


after which they open at the Bal 
Tabarin for eight weeks ... Lew 
| Grade has booked Georgia Gibbs 
for one-night at the Sporting Club, 
Monte Carlo, Aug, 7, to look her 


over as a West End nitery pros-| 


pect. 


Philadelphia 


Jimmy Burryil held over for two 


; more weeks at Warwick Hotel .. .| 
the 
conventions, | 


Bill Layne and Don Hines headlin- 
ing Club Shaguire bill which re- 
opened after a brief vacation ... 
Cathy Allen is the singing feature 
at Charlie Ventura’s Open House 
| which has resumed its weekend 
shows . . Singer Bob Petti will 
play 10 weeks at the Hurricane 
Room in Wildwood, N. J., this sum- 
mer, marking his third season at 
the spot Dottie Blaine 
Florence Wells are now dividing 
piano chores at the Sans Souci, 
which remains open all summer... 
Big Bill’s reopened after a face- 
lifting ... Billy Hey, the Saxony 
| pianist, will play out the summer 
‘at Merlin’s Bar in Atlantic City 
. Tommy Dennis at the Cam- 


a five-week TV show. 
New York 
Buddy Lester and Judy Johnson 
paired for the Beverly Hills Coun- 
try Club, Newport, Ky., starting 


| July 24...Vie Damone signed for 
|the Chez Paree, Montreal, Oct. 5 


Pinky Lee into the Mapes, 
Reno, Aug. 27 Lenny Kent 
tapped for the Sans Souci, Miami 
Beach, Aug. 7 Chandra Kaly 
Dancers terping at the Mt. Royal, 
Montreal, July 27. i 





Dandridge in Rio 


Hollywood, July 21. 


The Brazilian government, anx-| : 


ious to line up U. S. name talent 
for the impending visit of Dr. Mil- 
ton Eisenhower, brother and spe- 
cial emissary of President Eisen- 
hower, turned booking agent last 
week and set Dorothy Dandridge 
for a stand at the Copacabana Pal- 
ace in Rio de Janeiro. 

Thrush opened there Friday (17) 








| on the extremely busy Saturday 
'nights. That policy will be a 
| permanent clause in all contracts 
written by the William Morris 
|Agency for her—a maximum of 
two shows nightly. Yet at the 500 


last Saturday (18) she was pre- 
paring to go home at 2:30 a.m. 
(meaning Sunday) when a full 


house of freshly admitted pa- 
trons were in the room. Soph took 
a look at the crowd and told op- 


erator Paul (Skinny) D’Amato she 


was going on. Consequently, 
there’s liable to be plenty excep- 
tions to that rule, though a boni- 


face better not count on them. 
Life Is full of Latins 
From the Latin Quarter, she 


goes to the Latin Casino, Philadel- 
phia, thence to the Latin Quarter, 
Boston, and over to Miami Beach 
where she’ll work until March 15. 
After that her schedule calls for 


ithe Chase, St. Louis; Baker, Dal- 


| las; 


Roosevelt, New Orleans, and 
the Chez Paree, Chicago. At future 
dates she'll work on the Coast, 
and will play Ciro’s, Hollywood, 
and the El Rancho, Las Vegas. 

Soph, brought up in 


who was 


| vaudeville and musical comedy, is 


. Norm Dygon opens | 
Jaguar Club, Indianapolis, July 27 | 


strong booked for Michigan State | 


Aug. 14... Ronalds Bros. taking a) 
month vacation from their long en- | 
Club | 


and | 


bridge Club is being groomed for | 


Sia See Sree soa 


|likely to stick to cafe from here 
on in. She has been asked to play 
ithe Palace Theatre, N. Y., but de- 
clined on the premise that she 
doesn't have on act for that house. 
She says what she’s doing is 
strict for cafes “where they 
know me and know what to exect 


of me. If I did that act in vaude- 


By Happy Benway oa 
Saranac Lake, N.Y., July 21. 

Ivan Annenberg, circulation di- 
irector of N. Y. Daily News; Sid} 
| Kornish, sheet’s traveling rep, and | i 
| Harry Danning, N.Y. Giants ex: | ie a 
catcher now Rockaway News Co. | : Y ae 
credit manager, skied in in their | 4 ae a 
| private plane, Baby Doll, for a| T M & Cc H Oo R D SS 
look-see and chat with Murray |] Instrumentalists without Instruments 
Kissen, who licked a serious re-| Week ot tule 2 
lapse and is now back in circula-} Club Dates: Bristol, Conn., and 
tion | f Magnolia, Mass. 

Bobbie Elmer Trimble, Bakers- | Dir.: GENERAL ARTISTS CORP. 


field, Cal., manager, hit the end of 
the rainbow by rating a top clinic 
that upped him for a move to the 


ambulatory division. Ditto Adonis 
(Don) Torres, Loew's 175th St., 
N.Y., asst. manager, who ended 


his observation with an ace report. 

Birthday greetings to Bob (Mel- 
lo-Larks) Smith. Charles (Par) 
Hillyer and Adonis (Loew) Torres. 
| Three months of faithful obser- 
vation and Morris Dinnerson, of 
Randforce Theatres, Brooklyn, 
leaves for home and work with a 
definite all-clear, 

Hugh Carney, 
who's’ vacashing 


CBS executive 
at Lake Piacid, 


took time out to mitt the gang and | 


take the annual for a 
100° rating. 

Sidney and Norman Bornstein 
in from Portland, Me., for a bed- 
side chat with Marlene Bornstein, 
Maine theatre staffer whose prog- 
ress is tops. Jose Torres, Jose- 
phine Rivera and Lotte Rivera in 
from Gotham to ogle Adonis Tor- 
too 

John Kelly, manager of Majestic 
Theatre, Perth Amboy, N.J., shot 
into the general hospital for a ma- 
| jor operation and is back at the 
VC hospital recuperating in coin- 
fort. 

Marie Gallagher, who graduated 
| here in class of 1945, in from Phil- 
ly to chat with daughter Dolly, 
1951 alumna who's now on the 
office staff ot the VC hospital. 

Among oldtimers progressing 
slowly in our ambulatory depart- 
ment are George (Elephants) Pow- 
ers and John (IATSE) Streeper. 
Harry Martin, nitery comedian. 
in for a summer vacash and annual 
checkup. 

Write to those you know. 


checkup 


Soph’s Golden Jubilee 


Continued from page 2 


ville, I’d be eriticized severely 
I just couldn’t take it.” 


Soph explained that she’s yi-. 
tually regarded as an institution 
in her particular field. What she 
can do in a cafe, couldn't be done 
by a young girl. Thus she’s found 
a niche for herself—one that she 
feels is suitably becoming for a 
girl who’s given a half century, 
her life to show business. — 

Climax of her golden jubilee 
year will come in New York on 
Oct. 4 when the Jewish Theatr. 
cal Guild will tender her a ad 
ner at the Waldorf-Astoria. Aj}. 
ready over $10,000 worth of rese 
vations are in, and like many of 
her other endeavors, all proceecs 
will go to the actor guilds of vari- 
ous denominations. Work is a!- 
ready starting. Harry Brandt, 
chairman of the Jubilee Commit- 
tee, is throwing a welcome home 
luncheon in her honor at “2i” 
next Tuesday (28). 


JAY 
SEILER 


(Formerly the 4 Hawaiians) 
Scheduled for:—Blue Angel, 
Black Orchid and Purple Cow 
Presently 
LATIN QUARTER 
Newport, Ky. 

Beoked ‘til Late Summer 
Dir.—Althof & Novelle 
225 W. 57th, New York City 
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Club Date Bookings by 


HARRY GREBEN NAT DUNN 
203 N. Wabash Ave, 1650 B'way 
Chieago, il. New York 




















WANTED: 


TALENT—All Types of Acts 
Send Photos and Literature to: 


MARGUERITE 
THEATRICAL 
ENTERPRISES 


| Room 409 McKinley Building 
|] 259 Delaware Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y 
| Phone: WA 8539; CL 5510 
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‘FOSTER AGENCY, LONDON, 


presents 





Now Playing 
CASINO 
Lucerne, Switzerland 
American Rep.: WM. MORRIS AGENCY 
TAVEL MAROUANI AGENCY PARIS 











Latest Comedy Materia! | 


for MC's, Magiciens, Enter- 
tainers, etc. Send for our 
latest price list ef great 
ORIGINAL gagfiles, mone- 
logs, dialogs, parodies 
skits, ete. Written by show 
biz top gagmen. Or senc 
$10 fer $50 worth of above 
Money back if not satisfied 











LAUGHS UNLIMITED 
106 W. 45 St, N.Y. N.Y. JU 2-0373 
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For no POOPle bur sn oy people! | 


SPECIAL RATES! 
Right in the heart of Philadelphia’s 


— 












and night club district ... 


excellent facilities, spacious, homey rooms. 


bas ) ys John Bartram Hotel 


BROAD AND LOCUST STREETS # 
Robert Pearce, Resident Manager 


-——<-—= 

















Wednesday, July 22, 1953 


Brit. Col.'s Xmas Cheer: Liquor OK 


VARIETY 


‘Claims She Was Beat Out 
Of Her 3.27 Interest, Sues 


VAUDEVILLE 53 


Chi Cafemen’s Counsels Blasts AGVA 








After 50 Years: 


See Nitery Upbeat 


‘Unprofitable’ Mpls. Nicollet 


Minneapolis, July 21 


Insurance, Sez [tll Write Own Obit 


= Vancouver, July 21. beer parlors, the new law is framed Alleging she was defrauded of ,-——————————-_—-¢ 

British Columbia’s newly re-| to provide three kinds of license: her 3.2°% interest in the partner- Chicago, July 21. 
elected Fe yoy onan government C lass A hotel, Class B hotel, and ship which operates the Hotel Joe Louis’ B&R Revue Milton Kaynor, attorney for Chi 
is expec ar O revise aap province Ss restaurants and cabarets. Class Ai Nicollet here and seeking to set Cafe Owners Assn. in its tegal bat- 

_ muy autre , . . ta P -  < " 
nea! dry iquor laws by Christmas, hotels, restaurants and clubs will aside its sale, Mrs. Marle Pierce DaNas, July 21 tle t} he Ame " eae f 

> @ Sb-veer Grour ; : ; ; e with the nerican Guild o 
ending a 20-year drought. be able to serve liquor, but class | of Chicago, in a district court uit A “Blues and Rhvythin Revu \ 

Proposed changes in the liquor B’s and public houses will be al- | claims that the hotel supper club. is slated for Au 3 at Burnett sie dea im & imemen = 
law are expected to bring a rash owed only beer and wine. Cabarets the Minnesota Ferrace was-| Field here with Joe Lou » taka ued week predicted the un- 
of new niteries into’ competition so will get liquor serving privi operated at a $100,000 a ve liner. Others in the ow include ion would drop its “forced” insure 
for entertainment dollars because /ege between 7 p.m. and 12:30 a.m The purpose the nlaintif’ | Ruth Brown. Buddv Johnson band | 22° Prosram in the near future, 
of provisions designed to eliminate It is expected here that most of alleges. is to ti " e | with Ella Johnson nd Nola Ray ed the program “Im 
what are presently considered the 13 private clubs, rather than) minority partnet that a Lewis: Lester Young « Dusty | Pra tical inworkable illegal and 
abuses e right to serve liquor, will take’ was not a prof , ; «| Fletcher: the Clove: a ost undesired by tite 

4 At present only two spots, the cabaret licenses and will be hotel « ed the M 1 7 Stuffy Bryant onard Reed $ p sell Presumably 
Cave and Palomar. book U. S. a torced to hire entertainment to ce t the « f Q 1 no| the Edwards Sistet and Wvnonie ‘ p elers to be 
Customers smuggle in their own pete for trade longer offers floor en nt | Harri pendent contrac- 
bottles which they hide on the Vancouver is already filling up in any of its room: In ] e of Show is bein by ave ht here by * ee, eee eee ee 
floor or in convenient cubbyholes byte ge nusicians anticipating cock- the Terrace it opened a counter-, Howard Lewis who has two indoot . losed meetings of cous el for 
under tables, and buy set-ups at ‘ali lounge assignments part of Don the Beachcomber’s.| shows skedded, a jazz concert, of both faction began early this 

° ‘ P az my rl ol 
c *V 4 _ - —— ‘ Z nol i I il mW 7 | » > 
— aly 3 , i During its long career. the Min-|! George Stearing quintet, Johnny — 1 in an attempt to settle ce 
' Police dry squ id carries out in i nesota Terrace played numerous Hodges and Dinah Washington in matter out of court fai 2 a 
+h te ne - } rict are n tins ! ' lave 
ermittent raids vut victims are Troy N. Yy. Nitery Sold names along with other standard October at State Fair Auditorium eetir ive been delaye in a 
mainly American tourists who , ? ‘ and 1 } eneral atmosphere 0 doubt, 
“di seca peso 8 . acts and for 14 consecutive sum-| and Billy Eckstine and = Duke 1) ’ fident that 
iaively claim bottles on floor in- B f Sk dd d A t 61 oe hough cafemen are confident tha 
: ‘ s It housed the Dorothy ewis| Ellington orch in a=eone-nightes , 
stead of disowning them, and sub- erore eade uction ice shows ' new next March : AGVA is willing to make conces- 
\ i ‘ 4 

c , av  E > . . ; _ y y « hy 4 Te . 
equently pay $50 fine for liquor Trov. N.Y.. July 21 With the the Terrace pen eee ions if they will help to end the 
in a public place +] , tit 

., ia |e The Burden Lake Casino, night he Twin Citic vith combined 

Same applies in restaurants ,) } n Burden Lak id population ncludin burt f B d b Rayno anSIS" that AGVA has 

i ‘ m Cl ) 0 » 2 » was « UlLatlo Inciuaing suburb ae : 
where booze is strictly tabu. Place privately last week iat j vi near) 1 000 000 "hita a i a man ennet uncan not isolated Greater Chicago but 
where liquor is available are in \n. to go on the Lae ' oh ‘ala . with only one supper eletie tha . me hat the. membership has isolated 
yartitioned hotel beer parlors (one| 4}; . ee : —. agg ssi 7 T G C f F ine 
' r parlors ‘one | archie K, Wolfe, West Sand Lake | Hotel Radisson Flame Room 0 SO Larne [Or Falf$) the Guild. “To all intents and pur. 
side for men, other for ladies and ' ; “ poses, the operators wents and 
conr ly — | appliance dealer, and Clarence G Chicago, July 21. ° : 
escorts) but only bee! is sold and Kinmeane Sh cileaeiiin $14 p . . performers have no relationship 
no entertainment—including sing- “rey ions, 1 oy attorney paid $14.- Can t Teach Do Da S N Badman of more than 150 Holls with AGVA and. as a matter of 
ing to oneself—is permitted. “ . for we, club, ee to g y ew wood horse operas, Kenneth Dun-| fact, so long as AGVA persists in 

Otherwise drinkers must patron- | > “)"P° on ime dec “quipment T : k C . . can takes a starring role in the 

I : n é 3 ‘ ; » i ‘ ‘ ‘ | its illegal tactics and maintains its 
ize so-called ‘private clubs,” of sen “ nishings were reported to ric S, arousel Quits Pitt arenas with a troupe of 10 western) improper strike order and unfair 
which there are 13 in downtown spade een sold for an additional Pittsburgh. July 21 folk, traveling with the Amusement | lists in effect. we will in no way 
Vancouver. These clubs started out scents Jackie Heller’s Carousel. which | ©°: Of America carnival. Unit has | recognize its existence 
legitimately enough but eventually rhe private sale of the Casino, | was set to go through the summer, | 9@teS through October in midwest 

~€ membership fees degenerated into . camp and an acre of ground Was | decided last week to shut down fe: and southern territories playing 
legal fiction ranging from $2 to announced at 10 am., when the a month, or two, as it has in past SEVER sais ef Tote SUE OVER RIGHTS T0 
¢s . e , . 1 . > " g ala ¢ . : . , « al ] as 2 j; 
$5 annually for privilege of drop- tuction sale was scheduled at seasons. Improvement in busines Randy Brooks, also of pix, is to 
ping in for a drink. Rensselaer County Courthouse in during early part of the warm | be featured in the show with Ben ’ d 

B. C. voters overwhelmingly ap- lad ‘“ receiver had been ap-| weather had encouraged nitery to, Pitti, Ruth Mack and the Holly 
proved ligquor-by-the-giass law in p a V the court to conduct keep open, but down-draft set. in wood Rhythm Ranvers. Roundup Los Angeles, July 21 
June, 1952, in plebiscite and a gov- | @u¢ tite to Satisfy two mortgages shortly after the decision and) opens today (Tues.) in Milwaukee Damage suit for $3,000,000, 
" . -C _ ‘ y bs } 
ernment commission composed of , totaling $8,000. plans were immediately revised for five days. moves to Sheboygan. brought by Harry Schooler, Joe 
rlerge ‘ ¢ af Y . 4 , . : : 
clergyman, labor leaders and busi- Foreclosure proceedings were Spot shuttered Saturday night, 4nd then to Chippewa Falls, Wi: Zucea and Fred Nadeau against 
nessman held hearings and brought brought against the owners and (18) and present plans call for a Aug. 4. Plays Illinois State Fair, Mason Kight and the Miss Uni 
" recommendations. But before operators, Allen J and Nate reopening Labor Day, although | Aug. 14, following with dates on) verse Pageant, was continued until 
the proposals — could be imple-| Leafer, of Averill Park, at one that may be delayed. Heller him- the pumpkin circuit in Tov Ten) duly 27 by Judge Frank G, Swain 
saa nted the _Socred government time connected with the Rainbo | self is no longer active in the op- Messee, Alabama and ‘Texa in Superior Court 
wae ee These same proposals Room of the New Kenmore Hotel eration of the Carousel, and hasi't Duncan himself recently toured Plaintiffs claim they registered 
pe raha come before the in Albany The executor of the been since last winter Spot he- the U.S. the Philippines and Japan the firm = name Vii Universe,” 

egislature when reelecte ‘reds. estate ‘nni 
' + - ene gl — a Socreds estate of Dennis J. Connors, Troy, ing run by his two brothe: Bill as a single and reportedly broke | in 1947, Continuance was granted 
al Sessl q io! or > tonve 

To eA pre ig cele 7” ; holdet of the mortgages, instituted and Sol and a cousin Monty records for seven davs at the huge to vive the defense time to pre 

‘ private ciubs anc he action Jacobson Kokusai-International Theatre pare argument 

















Sands Hotel 


near future. 





The 
ands 


HIWAY @1 «@& 


LAS VEGAS, 


Luxor Gali-Gali 
Las Vegas, Nevada 
Dear Gali-Gali: 


NEVADA - 


July 14, 1953 


I want you, your agents, and everybody in the trade 
associated with you to know that we thoroughly en- 
joyed your engagement at the Sands Hotel, and that 
your booking here was one of the most appreciated 
dates by the public since we have opened. 


We especially are grateful for your cooperative 
attitude in the arrangment of our show schedule 
and for your unselfish gesture in doing a benefit 
show for the newsboys of Las Vegas. 


It’s been a real pleasure to play you here, and one 
which we couldn’t afford not to repeat in the very 


Kindest regards, 


ols ota, 


JACK ENTRATTER 
The Sands 








TELEPHONE 7100 


LU 


GALI 


Available After 


SEPTEMBER /th 





Personal Manager—HENRI GINE, Artists Corporation of America, 1697 Broadway, New York 


* 
* 
* 
* 
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54 NIGHT CLUB 


REVIEWS 


VARIETY 





ambassador Heiel, L. A. 
Los Angeles, July 15. 
Patachou, The Szonys (2), 
Donahne Orch (12) with Charlene 
Bartley; $2 cover. 





Patachou, the Montmartre blonde 
who has been a consistent click in 


eastern boites, makes a long-await- | 


ed Coast debut in this Jayout and 
immediately impresses as a cinch 
io earn a regular spot in the Coco- 
nut Grove’s semi-rotating booking 
policy. She shares billing here with 


the incomparable Szonys in a lay- 
out that is one of the best all- 
iround entertainment buys the 


pot has had in some time. 


| Gallic flair, combined with 


a id voice and a strong sence of 
1anmship makes Patachou’s 
a standout. A sort of Chev- 
with curves, she’s solid on a 
valoe that ranges from. the 
jignant “Mon Homme” to a 
bouncy, iccented “Wonderful 
Guy.” it all yood, and deft 
touches of humor, like the satiriz- 
ing of * Don't You Believe 
Me.” vive the turn an added im- 
pact that builds to a begoff. Wisely, 
she leaves ‘ein wanting more. 
Szon) have the opening spot 


here, powerhousing a quartet of 
numbers that only an act of Pata 

chou's tature could follow. Daz- 
zing routine effectively punctu- 
ated by graceful lifts and spins, | 
win rapt atlention. Finale high 

light i th “Sleeping Beauty,” 


rarely done in niteries, which tops 


most of what's offered in ballet 
today 

Al Donahue orch, which effec- | 
tively shares the dance assignment 


with the Tico Robbins rhumband, 
is in the floorshow for a pair of 
numbers, “Slaughter on 10th Ave.” 
and “April in Portugal.” Former 
benefits from a Donahue. discus- 
sion of the theme that helps set 
the stage and the latter is neatly 
vocaled by Charlene Bartley 
Kap. 


Shamrock. Houston 


Houston, July 17. 
“Silhoucttes On Ice,” with Wilma 
& Fd Leary, Jean Arlen, Alan 


Carrier, 
cover. 


Kisley Orch; $1.50 


From crowd response to the re- 
vamped ice revue fashioned by the 
Learys it looks like the Shamrock 
may be the permanent home of the 
skating troupe 

After playing to big 
throughout most of the summer, 
Wilma & Fd Leary really didn't 


crowds | 


fects. Working at times in throaty 
vein and, when called for, on the 
high ranges, the attractive song- 
stress hypos her harmonics with 
| strong delivery and warm appeal. 
| Offers also a twist on costuming 
| with original gown discarded _ be- 
ifore aud, for a clinging deal to 
add to impact. 


Ranges from soft “Hold Me” 
through “Daneing in the Dark, 
“Wild Horses,” “Where Is Your 


Heart,” “Lover Come Back to Me,” 
“Miserlou” and special ‘Mountain 
Song.” It’s not the catalog but the 
presentation that stamps her a 
class act On most of the num- 
bers Kanner beats up the tempos 
to double and triple beat with vo- 


cal assists adding big choral effect | 


to “Lover Come Back to Me” and 
“Miserlou” for rapid palm-raising 
Lighting is cleverly handled. 

Given the freedom of a cate 
stage without video restrictions, 
plus feel of a crowd. Miss Wheat- 
ley comes through as a solid entry 
for class cafe bookings. 

Val Olman and his small unit 
handle the difficult musical as- 
signment in highly efficient man- 
ner. Lary. 


Metro-Jazz. Paris 
Paris, July 19 


Sidney Bechet, Mickey Larche 
Orch (6): $1.50 minimum 

Sidney Bechet has moved his 
solid soprano sax from the St.- 


Germain-Des-Pres cellar clubs to 
this converted cave near Notre 
Dame. With him has 
young jive set and this dank little 
cave is filled by the faithful every 
night for the master’s tooting. 

Bechet gives nice depth and feel 
to his renditions of oldies, and 
whether he is on “The Muskrat 
Rambie,” blowing as “The Saints 
Come Marching In” or adding 
overtures to “After You've Gone,” 
he is tops and the recipient of 
heavy mitting 

The Mickey Larche Orch 
young outfit and, as yet, has no 
idiom to add to its will mimed 
renditions of old N.O. type num- 
bers. However, when Bechet joins 
them they fill out and seem to 
have form and grasp. More time 
and expansion should weld this 
outfit into a fine jazz group. 

Spot also gets the tourist bus 
trade who are led in after sam- 
pling the museums made out of 
the caves and old torture rooms 
surrounding the club. Metro-Jazz 
is hot and muggy but the faithful 
don't seem to mind. Mosk. 


need to @ to the trouble of staging | 


a full new show, but 
Houston likes 
pletely new 
is a cinch to play to overflow 
crowds for the next few weeks. It 
is even better than the routine 
used for their opening and the suc- 
ceeding weeks and there’s no fear 
of reprisal in calling it a smash hit. 

Plenty of time, effort and money 
for new wardrobe on the elaborate 
side make this next cycle very en- 
tertaining 

Jean Avlen, star of the ice show, 
fis even more dazzling than before 
but only surpasses the clever group 
routines by a small margin. The 
socko skating of the whole troupe 
in click routines blueprinted by the 
Learvs and the deadpan comic re- 
lief by Johnny Melendez with his 
hazardous pratfalls and audience 
baiting have to be good to run a 
dead heat with a new comic patter 
artist introduced for the second 
“spening night.” 

Alan Carrier, who had never been 
on skate before opening night, 
staggered to the mike as an ap- 
parent midway distraction and had 
the ringsiders reeling from his fast 
“planned” ad libs. The guy has 
made a gane of friends and is a 
certain holdover 

Steve Kisley’s band has become 
a Houston fave. Doyl. 


them. The 


Saxony. Miami Beh 

Miamt Beach. July 18 
Joanne Wheatley with Hal Kan- 
ner, Val Olinan Oreh; $2 minimam 
The swank Pagoda Room in this 
top hoste! hasn't kept pace in re- 
cent weeks with the pull of rival 
cafes along the beachfront. albeit 
ta'ent offered is on par with that 
of the competition, Bookings 
brought up thrushes featured on 
video ‘Judy Johnson, “Show of 
Shows”) and currently Joanne 
Wheatlev (the Fred Waring Show). 
Both are highly competent per- 
formers but show need for addi- 
tional rep build along the bistro 


circuit before thev'll hit the 
“draw” label. 
Miss Wheatley impresses as a 


thrush on her way up, with a com- 
pletely fresh approach to arrange- 
ments and selling of the better 
tunes. 

With arranger Hal] Kanner at 
the niano, conducting the orch and 
doubling as vocal background 
builder, she builds a stint that 
keeps the tempo and_ interest 
mounting as the arrangements 
work into colorful shadings and ef- 


apparently | 
they like Houston and know that} 
come | 
“Silhouettes On Ice"! 


Hotel Del Mar. Cal. 
Del Mar, Cal., July 19. 
Nat (King) Cole & Trio (Jack 
Castanga, John Collins, Charley 


Harris), Les Parker Orch; $2 cov- | 


er, nO Minimum, 


| In his third engagement since 
jlengthy hospital siege Nat Cole 
idelivers king-size entertainment, 
engendering a packed, happy Cen- 
tury Room and turnaway crowds. 
From square to hipster, there’s no 
mistaking the impact of this one- 
time jazz pianist. 

Serious illness affects people in 
different ways. With Cole the 
| change apparently brought greater 


with a fresh, more expansive out- 
| look. It’s a re-realized and sincere 
| joie de vivre, easily recognizable 
and evoking understanding re- 
sponse. 

| This normally lukewarm room 
cheered his songalog until star was 
forced to sing shouted requests— 


{Nature Boy” and “Lush Life’—| 


for begoff rare in these confines. 
Stint has something for evervone, 
from fans of his early jazz unit to 
current disk devotees. Yet this 
seeming compromise accomplishes 


,;a tremendous feat—almost miracu- | 


lous, considering such cults — of 
| pleasing them all. 

Starting on upbeat note: Cole 
; unit stomps into “Almost Like Be- 
ine in Love,” a rouser with some 


piano verging on the’ boppish. | 
From that point, tunes are alter- 
nated, ballad and bounce and aj, 


show-stopping “Calypso Blues.” Of- 
ters pops, including “Song From 
Moulin Rouge,” “Pretend,” “I Am 
in Love,” “Lost April,” “Some- 
where Along the Way.” medley of 
“Mona Lisa” and “Too Young,” 
plus the old = jazz stompers: 
“Route 66," “That's My Girl,” 
“Paper Moon,” “Little Girl.” “Sun- 


ny Side of Street,” “Walking My) 


Beby Home.” In act that builds 
and builds, no tune gets less than 
handsome palming. 

Here is a “new” Nat Cole, con- 


siderably more dynamic, more ap- | 


pealing to wider range of patrons 
and—judging from response here 
—due to smash even higher now 
that he, in his own words, has 
found the formula for which he’s 
been a long spell searching. Trio 
is flawless, comprising Jack Cas- 
tanga, bongo drums: John Collins, 
guitar, and Charley Harris, bass. 
Les Parker's crew does well in 
getting freight-payers on floor with 
dance rhythms. Don, 


Riviera. Ft. Lee, N. J. 
(FOLLOWUP) : 

With the Will Mastin Trio fea- 
turing Sammy Davis, Jr., holding 
over, Bill Miller has brought in 
Frances Faye and the Peiro Bros. 
to fill out the midsummer Dill. 
Revised lineup shapes as well- 
rounded, pleasant hot weather en- 
tertainment, and should keep the 
customers pouring over the George 
Washington Bridge. 








come the} 


is a} 


warmth, a feeling of starting anew | 


Miss Faye, who precedes the} 
Mastin Trio, scores nicely with her | 
driving type of vocalizing and pi- 
ano pounding and her self-deprer 
cating chatter. She's at a disad- 
vantage in this large room, seated 
as she is behind a piano set in the 
middle of the huge Riviera stage. 
And while she overcomes the 
|roominess handily enough, she 
doesn’t quite reach maximum im- 


pact. She’s tops with her rhythm 
numbers, banking “Get Happy” 
home in fine fashion. Special ma- 
|} terial is good, like the “Don’t 


Worry About Strangers” bit. And 
her glib bag sets a warm frame- 
work to the turn. 

Peiro Bros. are an _ excellent 
1 opener, and their juggling routines 
are good enough to maintain sus- 
tained interest despite fact that 
they've been seen on video many 
times. Their comic business with 
the bricks, their cigaret-hats-pins 
exchanges, stick work and between- 
bits gab and comedics score nicely. 

Mastin Trio and Davis, of course, 
walk away with the show and with 
the hearts of the customers. Davis 
{has all the elements of a great 
performer—most of all the warmth 
and gift of projecting it, and the 
group had to beg off. Routine is 
substantially the same—the quickie 
impressions, the Jerry Lewis car- 
bon, the topnotch terping of the 
trio, and that final encore number 
by Davis telling how much he owes 
to his father and uncle, the other 
members of the trio. It's a socko 
turn that will bring the table- 
holders back for more. 

Donn Arden line contributes two 
good production numbers. It’s an 
attractive, well-drilled and well- 
costumed unit that’s more than a 
cut above the average. Doug Rog- 
ers’ singing and dancing enhances 
the numbers. Walter Nye orch’s 
showbacking is sharp and the band 
fills the floor with its excellent 
foxtrots. Pupi Campo orch pro- 
vides fine rhumba, and Campo’s 
} antics are a show in themselves. 
Chan. 





Club Harlem, A.C. | 
Atlantic City, July 18. 
Larry Steele's “Smart Ajfairs of 
1954." with Jackie (Moms) Mab- 
ley, Mabel Scott, 4 Congaroos, 
| Conrad & Estelle, Olga James, Fon- 
taine Trio, Princess Oreila & 
Jose, Dorothy Hunt, Flick Mont- 
gomery and 12 Beige Beauts, Jim- 
my Tyler Orch (12); $1.85 admis- 
sion weekdays, $2.50 weekends. 





Another edition of Larry Steele’s 
“Smart Affairs,” the seventh, is 
pulling them into Club Harlem, 
ace sepia spot which "registers ca- 
pacity business for its early show 
and gets more than its share of 
the late night clubbers. Weekends 
are always a sellout. 

Popularity is justly deserved, 
|for Steele gives customers two 
hours of top entertainment with 
never a letdown in its swift pace. 

This edition, with the incidental 
music and lyrics by Steele, takes 
{the customers by air on a tour of 
|the world, with each stop devoted 
|to either a production number or 
act doing a bit in costume and 
, manner of land plane has reached. 
|Steele’s supplementary music and 
|lyries are skillfully blended with 
| oldtime numbers and current faves 
for solid entertainment through- 
out. 

Show is. strikingly costumed. 
with strob used although stage is 
; never completely dark curing any 
number, Steele believing that cus- 
, tomers like to see faces more than 
costumes and making it possible 
for them to see both. 

“Affairs” this season stars Jackie 
(Moms) Mabley, a lure here in 
Negro night spots for many sea- 
sons. Goes over well with fast and 
slightly blue patter working in 
two numbers “I Ain't Going in 
There No Mo” and “Old Black 
Magic,” with her monolog. 

Mabel Scott, billed as the “Ele- 
vator Boogie Girl,” gets second 
spot on Steele’s new layout, offer- 
ing three numbers, “Wailing.” 





“Birth of the Blues” and “Oh, 
Babe” effectively. Stunningly 


gowned, Miss Scott makes an im- 
mediate impression and her fas 
tempo keeps them with her all the 
Way. 

Biggest spot is a Paris street 
scene number, opening with Gancer 
Dorothy Hunt effectively working 
with line while Steele softly sings 
|First Time I Saw Paris.” Girls 
|off as stage is blacked out with 
| Olga James on with lights. A lyric 
soprano, she offers three numbers 
ideal for layout, opening with 


| Miriam 





; Where is Your Heart,” followed 


by “My Man,” and “Bill.” ¥ 
Conrad & Estelle are on in a 
colorful Apache stint. The Four 
Congaroos, an acro dance quartet, 
come on to climax act. 
Another production number and 
one of the highlights is laid i 
Africa with Princess Oreila & Jose, 
Afro-Cuban dancers, featured in a 


dance joined in by most of the) 


company. Other stanzas bring on 
the Fontaine Trio with Flick Mont- 


'gomery and her showsgirls. 
Jimmy Tyler’s band showbacks | 


and provides a sax solo during 
show. There is little customer 
dancing, the show holding major 
share of attention. Walk. 





Hotel Roosevelt, N. 0. 
New Orleans, July 18. 
“All-Star Ice Revue,” with Ar- 
nold Shoda, Joan Walden, Ted Ro- 
man & Jeanne Sook, Jack Kelly, 
Seabold, Jose Duval, 
Claude Thornhill Orch (14) with 
Paula Mavin; $2.50 mtniumum. 





The new show in the plush Blue 


room is proving excellent summer | 


bait and business remains on a 
high plane. Current offering is 
diverting fare that has appeal for 
a variety of tastes and hits for 
hefty returns. 


Ice revue features a capable ros- | 


ter of figure and rhythm skaters 
and comedians, is eye-appealing 


,from start to finish and hits a 
number of entertainment peaks. 
On the performance side, 
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Chez Paree, Chi 
Chicago, July 17. 
Betty & Jane Kean (With Rocl-y 
Cole), Guy Cherney, Stan Kramer 
Co. (2), Johnny Martin, Che- 


& 
4 Adorables (8), Brian Farnon Orch 


(8); $3.50 minimum, $1.10 cover. 





The Kean sisters have absented 
jthemselves from the Chez for 
| three years and they return to a 
| resounding reception. While their 
following is not as big as it ought 
to be, judging from opening night 
admissions, word-of-mouth should 
| begin packing in more than the 
|}conventioneers, for the Keans’ 
|showmanship is top-level. 
Attractive Jane tees off with 
fine special lyrics before introduc- 
|ing zany sister Betty, who stumbles 
in ridiculously garbed and blasting 
on a cigar. Together they unleash 
a flush of impressions, allowing 
themselves a wide base of depar- 
ture into song and slapstick dance 
| Jane handles the Zsa Zsa carbon 
with pointed exactness in a satire 
on the Gabors, while Betty flounces 
as bewigged Eva throwing herself 
into the customers’ laps. - Before 
the aud can recover itself, the 
Keans also boff Louella Parsons, 
| Marilyn Monroe, Edith Piaf, My- 
iron Cohen, Billy Daniels and John- 
nie Ray. Latter is typical of the 
way the girls work, with Jane 
simulating the Sounds and Betty 
going through motions that tickle 
the patrons into paroxysms. 
Plaudits are so heavy that gals 


i , there |come back three times for encores, 
isn’t much that’s missing, since the | finally having to beg off. 


Betty 


cast has everything that can be | works the tables beautifully, shar- 


asked of skaters. 

The socko work of Arnold Shoda | 
is the standout. He displays dazz- 
ing speed, grace and endurance in 
difficult solo numbers that 
him bravos., 


|ing a banana with onlookers, drink- 
|ing their liquor and making casual 
'conversation while sister works 
ithe mike. Even before.the last ap- 


earn | plause has subsided, she turns up 
His costar. Joan Wal-|in the crowd continuing mayhem. 


den, a looker with a nifty chassis, | Rocky Cole, fairly recent acquisi- 
shows precision bladesmanship in | tion of the duo, gives fine accomp 


her gracefully executed 
Another strongpoint is the team of 
Ted Roman & Jeanne Sook in lifts | 
and spins. 


The laugh department is in the, 


capable hands of the Three Sailors, 
who pack a zany wallop. The Boys 
offer a change of pace with their 
knockabout routines. Jack Kelly 
proves an accomplished juggler. 
Miriam Seabold tees off the show 
with some ballet work that marks 
another bright spot of the frappe. 

Shoda and Miss Walden return 
for a second solo session of polish- 
ed figure skating and dazzling 
spins, while the Roman-Sook duo 


encores with additional smooth in- | 


tertwining of 
twirls and lifts. 
Also copping honors is Jose Du- 
val, a personable emcee. The lone 
non-skating member of the troupe, 
he radiates convivialty and his 
baritone pipes register strongly. 
Claude Thornhill and his crew, 
newcomers to these parts, are 
neatly welded together with the 
maestro at the piano keyboard. 
Group ably mixes pops and oldies, 
plus Latin rhythms, to win cus- 
tomer approval. Band also backs 
show. Paula Martin handles 
band’s vocal chores. She's a per- 
sonable warbler with throaty stul- 
ings and makes a nice >. 
Auz. 


waltz rhythms, 





Nautilus, Miami Beach 
Miami Beach, July 13. 
Fran Warren, Antone & Ina, Joe 
Harnell, Syd Stanley Orch, $2- 
$2.50 minimum. 


routines. | at the piano. 


and is lauded accordingly. Guy 
Cherney, a personable young chan- 
ter, unreels a smooth songalog 
specializing in romantic pops that 
require soft, sensitive treatment. 
On the “Moulin Rouge” number he 
tours the ringside, shaking hands 
with hometown folk, then transfers 
to the mike to segue into an up- 
beat medley. Catches a big mitt 
for a nostalgia olio wherein he re- 
vives the typical songs of Cantor, 
| Richman, Cohan and Jolson. Wise- 
ly, he does not try to impersonate 
but pays tribute to their style. This 
would have made a sock close, but 
he follows with a tearful “My 
Mother’s Arms” for walkoff. 
Puppeteer Stan Kramer has 
fresh routine that scores consist- 
ently. Repertory consists of large 


Rest of the bill registers as class 
} 
| 


‘sepia doll executing samba _ in 
luminescent gown, a magician 
|whose legerdemain is drawing 


large objects from his pockets, an 
inebriate .who sees pink elephants, 
and Betty Hutton and Bill Rob- 
inson puppets which work to off- 
stage records. Wrapup rates a 
salvo as the main doll does a cake- 
walk to an assist by Kramer's 
parents, who manipulate a chorus 
line. 

Two well-fashioned production 
numbers get uninspired terping 
from the Chez Adorables, and the 


Brian Farnon orch contributes 
good backstopping and ballroom 
music. Les. 





Quaglino’s & Allegro, 
London 





The Driftwood room of this big | 
lower-beach hostel is currently one 
of the hottest spots around, with 
past weeks seeing turnaway crowds 
nightly. Operators seem to have 
it on a sound formula with book- | 
ings calling for femme or male 
recording stars with comics break- 
ing the songster setup to keep 
them coming back in droves. Ei- 
leen Barton drew big, followed by 
Harvey Stone, who kept the patron 
pace, with current Fran Warren 
topping matters. 

Miss Warren is a_ well-versed 
thrush who handles herself in as- 
sured manner, to earn attention | 
from walkon. Gowned tastefully, | 
she dispenses an_ intelligently. 
blended series of specially arrang- 
ed tunes with delivery eschewing 
overdramatics to add to values. 
Another point in her favor is trick | 
of sticking to the music and away 
from the cute intros some of the} 
record clicks essay when making 
a personal. Mixture is adroit with! 
fast-paced “Bye, Bye, Blues,” 
“Where Is Your Heart,” warm pip- 
ing of “Birth Of The Blues,” a 
revved-up “Whoopee,” and “Take 
Me Out To The Ball Game.” Had 
to come back for demanded “Sun- | 
day Kind Of Love,” to wrap up. 

Holdovers are house emcee Joe 
Harnell, who makes the lulls live- 
ly with his expert keyboarding 


| 


ideas; dancers Antone & Ina with | 
a brace of smoothly handled Lati- 
no and Continental routines, and) 
Svd Stanley’s orch, a top crew at/| 
the backings and for the dansapa- | 


tion, . Lary. | 


|ecompetence and 


London, July 17. 
Viera, Tibor Kunstler Hungarian 


|Gupsy Orch, Rudy Rome Quintet; 


$4.35 minimuin. 


again demonstrates her 

reliability as a 
performer at these West End niter- 
ies. There is nothing spectacular 
about her act but it makes a gen- 
uine and pleasing diversion with 
audience response attesting to her 
popularity. The only major criti- 


Viera 


cism is directed toward her groom- 


ing: definitely needs more attrac- 
tive gowning. 

Viera is a multi-lingual perform- 
er who can sing with equal facility 
in English, French, Spanish and 
several other European tongues, 


'and this not only gives her act an 


international appeal but makes it 
acceptable to niteries in most Con- 
tinental countries. She has a nice 
vocal style with excellent diction. 
She is also an accomplished gul- 
tarist and frequently strums her 
own accompaniment. 

For her current stint she has a 
well-chosen selection of English, 
French and Mexican songs, open- 
ing strongly with “Johnny's the 
Boy for Me” and then providing a 


/language balance throughout the 


act. Another effective entry is “A 
Kiss Is Sweeter Than Wine 

which is over clicko, and she holds 
back a strong French novelty num- 
ber to wind the show. Background 
music is capably handled by Tibor 
Kunstler’s Gypsy orch, which 
shared the dance beats with Rudy 
Rome’s Quintet. Myro. 
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Cal-Vada. Lake Tahoe 
Lake Tahoe, Nev., July 17. 
Frankie Laine (with Carl Fisch- 
er), Danny Crystal, Jean Devlin 
Dancers (6), Dick Peirce Orch 
(11); $2 minimum. 





Although playing only some 30 
miles from his last engagement, 
Frankie Laine is still drawing full 
houses, and a full house pays off 
in gambling arenas—mostly across 
the green felt rather than the white 


linen. The compact show, with 
Danny Crystal as the only other 
attraction, is just right for the 
closely screduled three shows 
nightly. 

Laine is in good form here with 
the essential backing of an orch 
that lends emphasis to his his- 
trionics. His songalog really 1s 
much quieter than the numbers 
which he originally became known 
for. and this is reason for less of 
the free-swinging, stamping drive 


of yore. Just to let you know that 
the fire is still raging, however, he 
flails away at songs like “Jezebei”’ 
and “Shine.” Otherwise, with songs 
like “I believe” and “When You're 
in ove” plus newest, “Te Amo,” 
there simply is no place for such 
action. 


back to his Army stint, chatter is 


kept to a minimum and his general 
manner and song styling evidence 
more authority than on previous 
showing. 

Kathryn Lee & Marc Platt, who 


| take opening slot in present show- 


Whereas the older group of mel- 
odies drew most its followers from 


the teenagers, the modified offer- 
ing has a more universal appeal 
A duet with pianist accomp Carl 
Fischer on “After You’ve Gone” is 
nice relief with cute buildup. 
Danny Crystal is moving into 
bigtime, with his first success in 
this territory at the Riverside in 
Reno, and stepping immediately 
into the role as sole supporting act 
for Laine at the Cal-Vada. Picture 
of a very neat young man, a 
decided change from the overly 


aS 


Peabody and for the Lucille & 
Eddie Roberts version of mental- | 
;ism and comedy. The 40 minutes 


| sented 


casual, pants - rolled - to - the - knee 


comic of the day. 
His humble approach and quiet 


delivery get stories across for solid | thay 


| With 


response and his reserved im- 
preshes have a very delicate de- 
sign. His trio of singers, a Con- 
tinental, a bop, and a concert star 
catch big mitts with such devices 
as the European’s exaggerated en- 
trance, and the concert star’s pow- 
erful delivery of “If I Knew You 
were Coming.” 

Jean Devlin girls begin this show 
in a French creation te “C’est Mag- 
nifique.”’ The Dick Peirce orch has 
a big assignment 


| erts 


she 
| vital statistics 


' the 


backing Laine, | 


with Peggy Lee, Johnnie Ray and} 


Mills Bros. coming up. They adapt 
easily to the individual styles and 
arrangements. Mare. 


Gatineau. Ottawa 


Ottawa, July 17. 
The Canadaires (4), Joanne & 
Stanley Kayne, Dyerettes (5), 


Harry Pozy Orch 
sion, $1 Sat. 


(8); 75c, admis- 





Temperatures shoving 90 
heavy humidity kept biz down 
only slightly at the Gatineau this 
week. Size of room helps, and the 


case, have one of the most original 


terp sessions on the circuit. Miss 
Lee carries more than her share, 
of dance honors, looks very well 


and is outstanding in their routine 
based on a collection of kid games 


to the tune of “Good Day.” Team 
wisely stays away from the usual 
ballroom cliches and sparks clos- 


ing set with some fair chatter and 
song that in no way detract from 
the trim dancing. Duo is best when 


on the comedic side, which makes 
much better nitery fare than the 
rather over-hoked interpretive 
stuff used as a starter 


Chirper Norma Hutton is bounti 
ful and breezy as always ta 
very nice song and introing both 


singing 


acts handily at showtime Max 
Chamitov orch gives solid musical 
support and the Bill Moodie Trio 


does in-between music for dansana- 
tion sets. Newt, 


Edadiws’. K. ©. 
Kansas City, July 17 
Eddie Peabody, Lucille & Eddi« 
Roberts, Tony DiPardo Orch (8 
$1 COveT,. 
Pair of tried and true acts makes 
one of more compact and fast-mov- 
ing shows to be seen in this estab- 
lishment recently. It’s a first here 
for veteran banjo strummer Eddie 


of show finds both turns well pre- 
and a solid registry with 
customers. 

Opening segment with the Rob- 
duo is a blend of comedy 
chatter and sleight-of-hand 
get mto their principal bit. 
Lucille blindfolded at the 
mike and Eddie roaming the room, 
identifies items and reveals 
of customers inter- 
viewed by him. Couple’ work 
smoothly and add a good bit of 
goodnatured kidding to the turn 
for added laughs. A monolog by 
guy near opening about mar- 
riage, doctors and audience re- 
sponse is an unusually good stint. 


Peabody hasn't been seen in a 
K. C. date for several years, but 
is roundly welcomed back. Gets 


right to work on his banjo and stool 
and raps out list of sweet tunes 
and old faves by way of warmup. 
Plunks out an elaborate 


“Lover Come Back To Me” and 
“Moonlight Serenade” with benefit 
of a bridge. Switch to ‘“Leibes- 


| traum” draws heavy applause, and 
| fills requests for “12th Street Rag” 


with | 


verandas, facing a _ golf course, | 
catch all the breezes. 
The Canadaires, newcomers, | 


work chantings to okay response, | 
handling some spirituals, standard | 


“Shine” and their own tune, 
“Crazy About You, Baby,” along 
with others. Group needs relaxing. 


The staging is mechanical and 
tense. 

Trained by Sam _ Dyer, the 
Dyerettes are booked and _ billed 
as a line but do a socko terp rou- 
tine covering tap, samba, ballet, 


acro, and a mixture of them al) to 
a blues rhythm. On twice each 
show, they play to begoffs. 
Holdovers are Joanne & Stanley 
Kayne, clicko musicomedy duo. 
Boy uses standout solo bit aping 
sans disk, Spike Jones’ “Cocktails 
For Two,” later 


scuttling Jan | 


Peerce’s “Bluebird of Happiness” | 


in platter panto. 
Harry Pozy hand showbacks and 
plays for da *.ng. Gorm. 


Mi. Royal Hotel, Month 
Montreal, July 17. 
Donald Richards, Kathryn Lee 
& Mare Platt, Max Chamitov Orch 
(8) with Norma Hutton, Bill 
Moodie Trio; $1-$1.50 cover. 





Despite a neat show package and 
the benefits of airconditioning, the 
torrid weather around Montreal 


| is 


| pitches mainly 


for the past week or more is taking | 


its toll of all boites including the 
Mount Royal's Normandie 


and “Skaters Waltz” handily 


Quin. 


Colony & Astor, London 
London, July 14. 
Irene Manning, Felix King, Sid 


| Phillips and Don Carlos Orchs; 
Colony: $5 minimum; Astor: $3 
minimum tio 11 p.m. $3) cover. 
thereafter. 





Irene Manning is no stranger to 
these shores, having had her own 
TV program and played in the Lon- 
don legit productions of “The Du- 
Barry” and “Castle in The Air.” 
Cabaret, however, is a new 
parture for her but she breaks into 
new ground with the assured con- 
fidence of a hep performer. 


The blonde mezzo tried her skill | 


in cabaret at Las Vegas more than 
a vear ago and has clearly polished 
her routine to present a neatly 
balanced half-hour’s diversion. Her 
plus qualities are an abundance of 
stage charm, an impressive set of 
vocal chords and a personality that 
radiates charm throughout the 
room. The only weak link in the 
act is the unevenness of her ma- 
terial—some very good, some just 
average. On balance, however, it 
way. above what is normally 
offered by local artists. , 
Able to reach the high notes in 
effortless fashion, the chanteuse 
for tunes in the 
lighter style with only one entry 
in which there is any 
overtone. Despite this one-way 
emphasis, the act is not thrown out 
of balance, due to the gal’s pleasant 


| technique. 


Room. | 


Current layout offers the bariton- | 


ing of Donald Richards and the 
hoofing of Kathryn Lee and part- 
ner Marc Platt, a combo that is 
surefire in this lofty bistro. 
Richards is making his first ap- 
pearance in Montreal in several 
years and other than putting on a 
little weight hasn’t changed much. 
He still reprises his chatter about 
being a former Air Force cadet 


‘which after six years seems to be | 


a trifle frayed), leading inevitably 
into his version of the “Whiffen- 
poof Song” for a so-so reception. 
Comes back fast, however, with a 
group from “Finian’s Rainbow” 
and a rousing interp of “Glory 
Road.’ Other than the detour 


| adroitly handled by the Felix King , 


Opening conventionally with 
“Fancy Free,” she glides into a 
novelty, “‘A Man Doesn't Need a 


Wife.” before changing tempo tor 
“Where Is Your Heart?” From 
then on it is all comedy stuff with 
a good gimmick number in “Dance 


Me Loose” and a neat compilation | 
lyric based on the screen men in} 


her life ranging from her role in 
a Gene Autry oatuner to “Desert 
Song.” She keeps her strong suit 
for the last, closing to solid ovation 
with a French version of “Come 
On—A My House.” 
Intricate backgrounding is 
aggregation with the Don Carlos 
combo alternating for the ruythm 
terping. Myro. 


before | 


arrange- | 
ment of ‘Dark Eyes,” goes softy on | 


de- | 


dramatic | 


Rice Hotel, Houston 


Houston, July 17. 
Margaret Sisters & Bruno, 
Charlie Fisk Orch. 





_ Acrodance routines that had the 
ringsters hammering their approval 


flying through the air made the 
Margaret Sisters & Bruno an ap- 
proved act on opening night at the 
Empire Room. 


The sisters Margaret, a hand- 
some blonde and an equally wel 
proportioned brunet, have a fresh 
ness of appearance and routine 
that goes well with the dashin 
flourish of partner Bruno. All three 
work with a well tempoed rhythmic 
grace that makes their difficult 
routines seem eltortless 

The Charlie Fisk ensemble 
deserted the Statler in New York 
after a considerable stay to break 
in Texas to their music stvle. Fea 
turing sweet trumpets, they estab 
lish themselves and vary” thei 
tempo to meet the room's demands 
The complete show, while some 
what shorter than the average, 1s 


a solid click Doyl 


Pigalle. London 
(FOLLOWUP) 
London, July 

of the production 

in Piceadilly finds it 
change the stars rathet 
than the show. This is the third 
switch since the current presenta- 
tion, “Why Go To Paris?” opened 
some four months ago. The pack- 
age is normally retained for a min 


14 
Because cost 
the Pigalle 
easier to 


imum of six months 
The latest headliner for this 
Continental type revue is the 


Parisienne 
Mars. 


chanteuse, Colette 
She has a sparkling person- 


ality, a lively sense of humor and 
'a set of trained pipes which put 
a socko seal on her songs. Untor- 


when they weren't ducking a gal! 


| New Acts 


| RED SKELTON 
Comedy 

45 Mins. 

Sahara, Las Vegas 


pix, AM and TV, Red Skelton finds 
more difficult requirements to 
meet demands hoisted upon nitery 
comedians. The return to this me- 
dium is often a tougher jump to 
hurdle than originally contem 
plated, particularly if a big rep 
has been established in the an 
time and the name its. bonoffice 
magic 
Skelton 
this 


1) 


encountered 
right 


must have 


feeling during openin: 


hows when he received yock after 
vock for no particular reason other 
than power of his name. Nervou 

ness Was apparent, and in ite of 
nanv so-so punchline or weak 
pavoffts to sketches, he was gettin 

top treatment. Metamorphosis took 


place on the third nigitt after muct 


1 
effort was expended to get the feel 


of the room, revise material, de 
velop his great clowning ta'ent for 
the in-person stint, and soft-pedal 
harpie gags 

Opening with funny chatter 
about his new job in a gambling 
resort, Skelton receives his first 
botfo vock following brief “Old 
Man River” songsketch with prat 
fall Parades his w.k. characte 
the loud Texan, “Deadeve San 
;} Fernando Red,” punchdrunk 
fighter, “Junior,” fight panto tak 


ing three parts, stages of inebria 


tion, hoss opera actors, impresh of 
Edward G Robinson & Jimmy 
Cagney in delayed falls after get 
ting shot in typical whodunits. All 
sketches are heavily salted with 
yocks 

Holds onto “Guzzler’s Gin” until 
close This is his classic routine 


and triple insurance with continu 
ous roars of laughter becoming the 
peak encomium Will 


tunately, the gal knows no English | 


but has had the good sense to 
learn one number parrotlike, com- 
plete with intro. For the rest, each 
of her tunes is introduced by a 
male member of the cast who has 
to go into a long spiel to explain 
the incident. Although not entire- 
lv the best way of coping with 
the situation, it is preferable to 
leaving a non- English - speaking 
audience completely in the dark 

In the hour-long show, Miss 
Mars has a major solo spot with 
some five numbers lined up for 
her contrasting songalog. Her de 
livery is fine and her personality 
easily projects through this vast 
|}room. She’s clearly an experi- 
}enced performer and her appear- 
| ance and presentation are the key- 
notes of her current success. Rest 
of the production continues brisk 
ly and retains a fresh look. 


Myro. 

| —— — 

| 500 Club, A. €. 

| Atlantic City, July 19. 
Darvas and Julia, Mary Burton, 


‘The Nov-Elites (3). Henderson 
|Girls (5), Jack Curtiss, Joe Fra 
|setto and Pete Miller Orchs; $4 


| minimum, 


Darvas & Julia rate top billing 
as they follow Sophie Tucker into 
Paul (Skinny) D’Amato’s” smart 
|midtown bistro, with supporting 
acts solid, 

Exceptional dance duo presents 
the strongest act of its kind caught 
here. Pair’s daring acrobatic an- 
| tics leave thore out front gasping, 
and femme’s dive from partner's 
shoulders to land on floor in split 
is a smash. 


Hitting the nitery trail after an 
|absence of over nine years, 
Burton does a socko job. Dazzlingly 
gowned, she does four novelty 
'songs with material prepared by 
| Eli Basse. Opens fast with “Gonna 
i Live Till I Die” and has 
with her from then on. “Alimony” 
is aimed at the femmes and she’s 
| brought back for “A Salesman 
Doesn't Have to Stray” and “Am I 
In Love,” socking them over for 
a begoff. 

Nov-Elites in final spot 
show in themselves. Trio of bass 
fiddle, accordion and guitar can 
play, sing and do carbons beyond 
usual acts of this kind. Bang away 


are a 


at two old faves, “World Is Wait- 
ing For the Sunrise” and *‘Missis- 
sippi Mud.” Work in novelty of 


junior making with the home TV 
knobs, bringing in surprising tones 
stretching from the cowboy spots 


to carbon of Vaughn Monroe, aj) 
nicely mixed. 
Best number is a hillbilly bit 


which really sends ‘em, trio pull- 
ing off coats, mussing hair, roll- 
ing up trousers with bass singing 


tunes while partners keep cus- 
tomers rocking with vocal and fa- 
‘cial maneuvers. Action was so 
strenuous when caught the bass 
fiddle was a casualty. 

| Henderson Girls do two neat 
production numbers’ with 


; Curtiss emceeing. Valk. 


Mary | 


them | 


DOLORES RITTER 
| Dance 
11 Mins. 
Sky-Way Club, Cleveland 
Ballet spins and taps are blended 
| by Dolores Ritter with showy grace 
plas a lot of physical beauty 
Cleveland-born hoofer, getting a 
|} good rep as a reliable opening act, 
kicks out her st@ps displaying a 
nimble pair of long, gorgeous gams 
that grab more attention than any- 
thing else 

Couple of years on the road have 
hepped her up in technique of do 
ing rapidfire spins around floor to 
nice tap rhythms—mostly with a 
Latin flavor. Appearing in a fancy 
two-piece costume for a bit of 
brisk stomping, she unzips the skirt 
to give the shapely underpinniny: 
|a fancier workout in a modernized 
operatic ballet. Her closer carries 
}a great deal of spinning dash and 
color. Just 21, the Ritter gal’: 
photogenic talents are backed by a 


, smiling personality Pullen, 

| PEGGY WALLACE 

|With Lon Hall 

Skating 

7 Mins. 

Roxy, N. Y¥. 

| Peggy Wallace, who recently 
transferred from roller skates to 


ANNA MARIA ALBERGHETTI 
Songs 


| 16 Mins. 


After gearing himself to pace of | 


} 


Sahara, Las Vegas 

Looking much younger than her 
17 vears, Anna Maria Alberghetti 
reveals a stroag coloratura of legit 
dimensions, plus a sweet, ethereal 
quality in actions and appearance. 
Not only does she lark serioso, but 
puts forth a contrasting repertoire 
to become a show-stopper 


Learning to relax, diverting her 
aze from a distant height to audi- 
enee, and dropping the concert 
hall stance will be her chores dur- 
ny this fortnight After much of 
the tension has departed, Miss Al- 
berghetti will find nitery trilling 
( lel 

Choosing a middlebrow fave, 
C.ribiribi for teeflo he cap- 
tures pindrop attention for follow- 
up “Smoke Gets In Your Eyes,” 
backed by Cavaliers house quar- 
tet. Passages of a coloratura show- 
piece are vaulted with ease, after 
which she croons the duleet meas- 
ures of lullaby, “Dream My Baby.” 
For this she announces her mothet 
as accompcer on the Steinway, tell- 
ine of the song being passed along 
from generation to generation in 
the Alberghetti family The heart- 
tring tus gues into a bricht “In 
Napoli with Sa-Harem Dancers 
stepping a tarantella, rainbowed in 
colorful peasant costumes, and as- 
isted vocally by Cavaliers 

Shouts for “more along with 
ovation bring Miss Alberghetti 
back for the surprise socko of the 
entire show, her change of char- 
acter and pipes for “Your Cheatin’ 
Heart The ultimate in audience 
response is) reached during her 
many walkoff bows Will. 


LARRY GRISWOLD 
Comedy, Trampoline 
12. Mins, 
Roxy, N. Y. 
Larry Griswold apparently found 


that being a comedy diver was too 
seasonal, Consequently, he applied 
his talents to the terra firma and 
has come up with a clowning ex- 
ercise that constitutes not only a 
;}unique turn but one that pays off 
in laughs 

Griswold works on a_ diving 
board ciowning around that walk 


| trampoline can 


| Springs, 


in a manner that skillfully employs 


pratfalls, slides up and down a 
ladder and finally, when he dives 
off into a trampoline, he hits a 


maximum impact. He enploys these 
tactics imaginatively. His acro work 
is clever, with reverse dives from 
the trampoline to the board, He 
takes some skillful pratfalls and 
has a line of gab that richly pune- 
tuates his act. 

On outdoor stands, he might get 
more out of his turin because his 
be disguised as a 
effectively. Thus when 
his first plunve into the 
there could be genuine 
wasps from the audienee. Griswold 
can work any visual situation, even 
niteries where the height is right. 

Jose. 


pool 
he 


more 
makes 


LESLIE GAINES 
Dance 
9 Mins 


| Palace, N. Y. 


‘ice, makes the transition ygrace- 
fully. Miss Wallace does a tasteful | 
bit of ice ballet. She displays ex- 
cellent form and makes good use 
of the ample stage space here. Her 
glides are easy to watch and she 
includes several] ballet movements 


in her routine. (Miss Wallace's 
itial efforts indicate that she’s 
somewhat conscious of the 
form of locomotion, but she 
to lose that feeling when she vets 
deeper into her act. She’s a looker 
and is nicely costumed. 


in- 
still 


new 


She does two numbers here, an 
ethereal composition to “Claire de 
Lune’ and the second with the 


aid of skater Lon Hall (they were 
together in the roller revue, “Skat- 
‘ing Vanities’), who backs her 
strongly and who contributes nice- 
ly in a few skate passages 

Jo ‘ 


ROBERT HELD 
Songs 
& Mins. 
One Fifth Ave., N. Y. 
In his nitery debut after touring 
in the national company of “South 
Pacific’ and a previous singing 
stint in “Where's Charley’, Robert 
Held impresses as a_ personable 
voungster with a fine tenor voice 
But he’s not yet a nitery performer 
One fault lies in poor selection 
Held restricts himself to showtunes 
and operettas, all of which he does 


in a straight rendition. While 
agreeable listening, it’s not what 
pays off at the bistro bo. And 


while he’s goodlooking and has a 
nice smile, he doesn't project quite 
well enough to retain complete 
hold of his audience. Held should 
work on a style to distinguish him- 
self from the run-of-mill legit 
singer and work out a more varied 


Jack | and individualized songalog. 


Chan. 


Seems | 


Lesiie Gaines, a tall Newro hoof- 
who's toured with USO shows 
and has had experience in niteries, 


er 


displays some fair footwork rou- 
tines. Curiously, he opens with a 
truunpet solo which is no indica- 


tion as to the ensuing terp stuff 


Gaines injects a nice novelty 
into his turn via skipping rope 
vhile stepping. It's yood = for 
handy audience returns when first 
done His windup is a blend of 
the rope skipping (‘done back- 
wards) and torrid terping. Sand- 
| wiched in his routines is a so-so 


| proved 


line of patter which could be im- 

Turn is okay supporting 

material for most sight situations. 
Gilb. 


MILDRED COOK 
Comedy 
1% Mins. 
One Fifth Ave., N. Y. 
Mildred Cook is a 
head from Texas 
won this spot’: 
was booked for a 
she’s back in her 
effort, with some legit bits and 
stock work behind her. Training 
is evident, since she shows remark- 


red- 
ayo 
and 


buxom 
who a year 
talent contest 
week then. Now 
first pro nitery 


able poise and a good sense of 
timing. 

She’s also got a good deal of 
comic talent—an expressive face, 


a vood singing voice and an irrev- 
erent attitude toward things in 
general and some phases of show 
biz in particular. What's lacking is 
a sense of discipline ‘far too much 
attention to trivia that doesn’t quite 
come off) and enough good ma- 
terial. One routine, though blue, 
is excellent: her speech to the 


(Continued on page 56) 
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VARIETY BILLS 


WEEK OF JULY 22 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day ef show 
whether full or split week 
Letter in parentheses indicates circuit. (1) Independent; (L Loew; (M Moss: 
(P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (S) Stoll; (T) Tivoli; (W) Warner 

















NEW YORK CITY Roxy (1) 22 BRIGHTON Frankie Howerd 
Music Holl (1) 22 | Boardwalk Fancy Aithambra (1) 20 Jill, Jill & Jill 
Cenia Mell | 7 Champs Ronnie Ronalde Jackie Ross 
‘ a Pallet | Pegery Wallace Flack & Lucas Max Geldr 
] le Spurks lou Hall Three Budloons fobbie Kimber 
Tuike A rixie Billy Maxam The 2 Alfreros 
( ' le 1. Griswold 14 Suma Lamonte Lee Young 
j M Smith ’ Bamberver & P | Will Carr & Partner 
} Blades & Belles two HKellvs Edna & J Webster 
Batlet Corps 
BRADFORD PORTSMOUTH 
| ona a 2 _ Empire (M 20 Royal (M) 20 
| 7 . Al Read Petty Driver 
e mr 24 | Mickey Rooney rhe )-neing Duvals | Alec Pleon 
iSran Warren 4 ust i E Sa _ . 
ett Kileen O'Dare He , ~ agg : n 
} ! Renald & Rudy gees Eddie Harry Jacobs 
7 et ag ‘ M Wenderson & S| The Merry 
co md | Di k Winslow Kemp The Lynton Boss 
. > gon 1 a 22 FE Gerton & Nancy | The Marenis 
ce ae Olympia (FP) ‘Hien & Lee Two Renis 
Trot ’ a § Sun Sun Revie wr 1 & Sobbie Black | Trois Poupees 
“I Deer | Sosime Hernandes 
Tony More 4 | Javwalkers FINSBURY PARK | SHEFFIELD 
Pariamown’ (2) 22 | WASHINGTON Smoire (M) (20) | Empire (M) 20 
1. Paul & M Ford | Capito! ‘t) 23 Shane & Lee } Tessie O'Shea 
Russ ¢ & Ove i Janis Paige Dorothy Squires | Johnny Lockwood 
A Deon | Snooky Lanson Hac’ we 4 Dovie | Johny Matson 
ats * « or | Taw Bros \iftred Marks Olga srona 
Y hie Br nt it ehamers Len Marten lst Denis Bros & B 
| toyee Golding Mona McCall 
AUSTRALIA e bh i. Troupe | The og Bros 
es are |; Dennts Lawes 
AUCKLANYD { Nellie Small R & Charles Latt The De Vere I 
Her Ma v's T) 20 | Netta Dunsmore LEEDS | SUNDERLAND 
L = Betty Sullock Empire (M) 20 Empire (mM) 20 
eerveses | Tom Toby 1's tonn | Ossie Morris 
Hain & SeGasee | aeons atta | Eddie Calvert rommy Jover & Co 
z Boe rr | Cardew Robinson }Jrhimarte & Denver 
ae Pret enrtt MELBOURWE | MeAndrews & Mills | The 3 Bureess Bros 
1) ull F _vivott (T; 23 | Hay Alan The Roval Ca M 
War kre oor ae Two Lucisias Olivia Quinley 
; Ss ‘athe ; oh id Yvone Prestize | Frank James 
Mid on — the Newman Twins | Gavin Blakene: 
Sis ! Bert Duke 3 j . # 
Dancin Hoss Guy Nelson | LIVERPOOL | M Roberts : 
Adorable Wrank Cook Empire (1) 20 } SWANSEA 
CHRISTCHURCH Renita Kramer Al Martino | Empire (M) 20 
Roy! (T) 20 Bouna |; Williams & Shand | Max Wall 
Fit & ¢ rier Norman Vaughan iris Sadler |} Julie Andrews 
Pat Gyre vy Senva Corbeau Alien Bros & June | The H Ward Trio 
Jdimue & Juntor Sixrita | W ames 7 kson | Freddie Printon 
Terres Seanlen Show Girls An ree ven ' | Joan Mann 
Ci Proholm Nudes Paul & Peta Page | Sonnie Willis 
Lcmemnd Perren Boy Dancers LONDON | Downey & Dave 
Marika Saars Ballet | Palladium (M) 20 The Belles of the 
Barbara Howe SYDNEY |\Guy Mitchell Ballet Girls 
Jinn elites Tivoli (T) 20 | Holly Rolls NTRY 
Vim De Jong Gino Mattera | Patterson & Jackson nenaentaine wt 20 
Cheiute Glenda Raymond |} Iburras Brothers | Billy Daniels 
Kind Wilson Ronald Dowd Chril) Cross 1 Dick & Dot Re: 
doe Whitehouse Harold Williams Dickice Henderson | arthur Worsley 
Jducgu Cartaus Jobn Fullard | Eddie Arnold , | San Stennett 
|B Henderson & E | Rob Andrews 
BRITAIN Pcs | The Myrons 
| Vamant &raupe The Cassandras 
BRISTOL ; 8 Flying Croneras | Ravie & Babs Sicters & E 
Hippodrome S$) 20 | Fischer’s E'ephants The Palladium TG | NORTHAMPTON 
Norman fw 1s | Five Hansels Vhe Skyrockets Ore New (1) 20 
Bett Fuel | John 7 MANCHESTER Archie Lewis 
Vie & J Urastonian | Five Talos Paiace (M) 20 | Morris & Cow'le? 
Jack & ha Mtoxham aon — Frank Sinatra | Four Ramblers 
Bib & Bi |} Two Canters Seaton & O'Dell | Three Imps 
Swan & Lei bh | Knie’s Letionnaire Richman & Jackson | Muldoon Five 
Jackie Trevo Portugese Horses Krista & Kristel Levanda & Van 
Tier irl Welsh & Shetland Po Leslie Randall |The Aberdonians 
CHISWICK by W Kos:mavyvet B Ternent & his ore | Peggy Ashley 


Empire (%) 20 Unride*ble Mute 














LONDON Carola’s Cockatons 
Karina 11) Kossmayer & S 
Tessa Soolpace |} Little Jimmy . 
Amazine Celes i1Two Anselos B il 
Jothia & dee Jimmy Seott Cabaret ] S 
Rudve Tria Annette’s © 
*“Rhvcbon Koundup” | Trio Olvmpiads in a! 
Dowie * C Kane Grecian Fanttsy a 
Stan Bern ed Trio | BLACKPOOL | 
DERBY | Winter Grdns (i) 20 NEW YORK CITY 
‘ o 20 | Allan Jone 
eine eae? B on Platt Bandbox Latin Quarter 
Georse Doon Morecambe & Wise Duke Ellington a & Lane 
Kiren Gre i'The Morlidor Trio | Coun! Basie Jack Durant 
Ches Ancaster lThe 3 Cottas | Birdland Charlivels 
Richard Sisers | Rob Murray | Hilly Eckstine De Castro Sis 
Sehi hts *t & Ro | Harry Worth Bud Powell Gloria Leroy 
HACKIIEY } Jean Bayless Lester Young Nejla_ Ates 
Empire (5) 20 Malcolm Goddard | Blue Anse! Ort anes Gre 
P Nichotls & B C Goodfellow Felicia Sanders L Rubs 8: 
Merrin Annette’s Belles | Orson Bean 1, e Dul an ev 
C & C Ross | ASTON Celia Cabot Stared i “ . 
Billy Shekespe ve Hippodrome (1) 22) | Three Riits er aa Ss 7 n 
The Gold ws i Dave Winton | KFadte & Rack No son a ers 
Grevt Keticio lTom FE Brad'es art tTloward y ee ey 
LEICE*YER BOSCOMBE e Jimmy tLvons 8 Eddie D * ves 
Palace (') 10 Hipnodrome (1) 23) ects avis 
Tom Jeesween B Whittaker & M Bon Soir Argo & Vas 
ld We is Jimmie Doniels Alice Strickland 
a gf actin J a tor Oliver Waketield Jane Windsor 
The De asors Joe Fyn  m ad i Ghosilevy & Wood Paul Judson 
Alan Aloo oa d Nerene Tate ag ae 
3 ollaup my " | Lee roo vn Garland Wilson sd Shae 
Dave Kin Earl Darney | ae Barnes ae? an 
Reggie Donn Irma Logan | Harold Fonville 
Th: Mikew kis 1 Al Brandon } Copacab na Hazel Webster 
"MANCHESTER \Fric V Starch {Jimmy Nelson — Old Roumanian 
Hippodrome (1) 20 | Edward Orland Dominique Sadie Banks 
Jane More.n Yerry Howcrd | Mace Barrett Joe Lavorte Orc 
Chan Con ‘ BRISTOL | Lee Kane D’Aquila Orc 
D White & ber G | Empire (') 29 | Priors ; Park Sheraton 
Loose Screws | Phyllis Dixey - Curte _ . | ve Herth 
H Vadder & Cirts | Jack Tracy rok wrti re Joa ishoy 
Joe Cro-bie Varga Movels Chateau Madrid | Rosa Linda 
Austin & Rove | NORWICH lFacunde Kivero | Riviera 
‘The Sunress | Hippodrome i!) 9), | F Alonso Orc ) will Mastin 3 
SHEPHERDS BUSH! Don Arrol Al Castellanos Ore Frances Fave 


|} Piero Bros 








ve 


Dennis & Darlene | D Hild Dancers (10) | 


o 
Boulevar-Dears (7) Paimer House 
F. Masters Orc. Marion Colby ose eviews 








Edgewater Beach eckbave cb 
F Martin Orc clifford Gue Paes P 
Murray Arnold ae Npbatt’ Dners (8) Paramount, N. Y. | Roxy; N. ¥. 
Martin Men Eddie O'Neal Ore | og Paul & Mary Ford, Alan) Arthur Knorr production of 
LOS ANGELES | Dean, Tim Herbert & Don Saxon, | “Boardwalk Fancies,” with Larry 
| Bobby Brandt, Russ Case Orch, Griswold, Tririe, Peggy Wallace 
Ambassador Hots) ; Ciro’s | (15); “Charge At Feather River” Lon Hall, Marc Nelson & Tommy 
The Seenye Katherine Dunham | (WB), reviewed in Variety July McGinnis, Skating Blades & Belles 
ab Denakue Ore Dick Stabile Orc 1, '53. | (24), Roxy Choraleers, Bob 
Bar of Music beeen yreskdl , | Boucher House Orch; choreogra- 
s i P rier arur “heeto ps m 
er bee | Mery ¥o9 House is in okay b.o. shape this phy. _ Chester Hale; costumes, 
E Bradford Ore |M Padula “a Vv a new depthie on the | « fichi; vocal director, Ray Porter 
B Gray's Bandbox | A Browne Ore sesh. With a new depi ine | “Gentlemen Prefer Blondes* 
Billy Gray Mocambo screen and a fave shellac team | (9p) reviewed , s 
Moore & Lessy ‘topping the in-person bill, plenty ” ome —— in VARIETY 
Herb Jeffries ppins I 7 | July 1, °53 
D gl ace | E Oliver Ore of wicket action is inevitable. F - 
ae a | ester eset aoe | get ee Pe ee _ The Roxy takes on a holiday at- 
lial Derwin Ore I Abbe Lane Pri pov. —_ Pee oo — ae fang the new layout. 
steady strean ) TLC 4 : S| ‘ertainly, that feeling is prevalen 
MIAMI-MIAMI BEACH kept them in the forefront build-! at the boxoffice and re B he 
Clover Club | Five O'clock Club | INE a pre-sold aud. : They stick to picks up that spirit of gaiety with 
Lillian Roth i Jack Carter their hit Capitol biscuits for iM-| its icer built around Atlantic City, 
Gay Marks | Harry Richman mediate recognition of each item The show has an excellent cen- 
Ted Lawrie | oerie Barnet Orc |” repertoire. Via electrically wired | trepiece with Larry Griswold. a 
Tony Lopez Ore Gatety Club soundboxes and an extra offstage |talented newcomer further dis- 
selma Harlowe Line | 4.0 voice (Mary Ford's sister), duo} cussed under New Acts. Griswo! 
Lat Sonne | Raquel |simulates its etching immickry | j idi + Seeseweld 
Hal Winter | Foceane liiiciailecte simulates s- < “ 8 es | in providing the focal point of 
tonto & Rosita | /-¥u Starr | for plus results. heat weed th bia eick | the show has an act that encom- 
oan tam tauee ev | Len Dawson Ore them a strong assist with his slick | passes fine sight comedy for *ter- 
_ Harem Club \Klo Parker. Ore ; bass work. | rific results. There’s another new 
bene on poten Patty Lee | Open strong with “World Is face in this show in Peggy Wallace, 
vrincess Tara Sans Souci Hote: | Waiting for Sunrise” and follow also under New Acts. 
— — ee ee 5 | with a platter medley (“Mocking| The rest of the show has good 
Giese Meds Anne Barnett |Bird Hill,” “Lover” and “How | performance and atmospheric 
Leon & Gadie’s Sacaras Orc High the Moon”) for top mitt. Get | values. The seaside motif pro- 
Babe Baker Revue | Ann Herman Pers | off neat renditions of “Vaya Con | vides a peg for an oldtime bathing 
“yng ok ieee ae re | Dios” and “Bye Bye Blues” be | number, always a pleasing item. 
Pat Clayton vol Gimsn ae ; 'fore going frivolous with instrue | In addition, the house skating con- 
| Juan & Eleanor Bernie Mayerson | ment and voice on “No Place | tingent comprising 12 girls and an 
l acres O’Reillv Tome De La Cruz | Like Home.” It’s a fine pace-|eaual number of boys shows a 
Ralph Gilbert Tano & Dee ‘' lehanger and nabs some yocks. fetching ballet number’ which 
bee BOS oy ‘ Vagabonds Club =| Wind big with “Hold That Tiger.” | makes good use of classic move- 
| Fran Warren erie ae” ' Other disker in layout, Alan ments on wt. There is a specialty 
| Autene & Condos & Brandow | Dean, is developing into a top| stint’ ae and Tommy 
| Joe Harnell Frank ‘Linale Ore crooner bet for vaudery assigN- | Good Gat sf aeeeiakaen ae eee a 
| cae Roval T Shinn ments. Big voice, solid range | The “opening pate lg by ‘Trixie 
bey Ad pore inn is shy but stage-wise deportment add ‘whe weed te juggle ot this aaa 





up to surefire bait. He broke i > 3 ; 
a or eee ee e broke it uj without benefit of ice. Since 


| LAS VEGAS. NEV at show caught with a songalog|, oo. : 
, ADA that included “Wrap Your Trouble transferring to the frappe, she's 














. ur ee Inn foes Devivn Dnere In Dreams.” “Luna Rosa on ren been ees! gre on skates and is 
Betts utton Skinnay Ennis Ore 98 Perr "i -onsidere ar 
Skylarks.. Dick Lerner © jof the Blues” and “I Believe.” Emo- Saad tg fe ene we rig saneera 
he - iwtihared say Walker we tional delivery on latter won him pe "Trixie on Me - _ _—~ 
‘as olores raz7in ‘ ., ae “i YY < tS . “1X ras ler yest 
| Donn Arden Dners Sahars shouts and aud pleas. for another kept missing a few tricks, but « 
| Carlton Hayes Ore | Red Stelton song. He complied with ‘Without ioe wand co. a aa mn 
— py ) A Bagot hetti A Songz’ done just with a_ key- skill ay Saglamaasae showed her 
‘ ‘ ) stobels . ann ; = be é Ss. 
plea es I che ssg: ae board accomp. It, too, hit home. The R nae line hz bee — 
a, nee: are ie Roxy line has been excele 
orter Cavaliers i} Comics Tim Herbert & Don ' 
| Martha Davis & Cee Davidson Ore Sar lon’t bother da: jlently routined by Chester Hale. 
_ Spouse Raita Saxon don't sother to update Dal-|He moves the Skate brigade 
| Mercer Bros Milton Berle ter or change their zanyisms. They | ; 1 imavinativelv hic . 
Paity Taylor K Mountaineers lon’t have , oe . > | arounc imaginatively, which re- 
Jimmy Oliver Ore | Sid Gary > ei a They pity got routin® sults in plenty pittypats. 
Be —— gael te Bs rte n pat = age with sucy| Arthur Knorr’s overall produc- 
i « . etse ‘ec 7 " - g 4 ; =% P . i 
| Somiek Lames & Met) Gene lets precision that it seldom fails to) tion design and stagecraft provide 
| , Alexander | Ray Sinatra Ore apes on mark. Herbert's clowning! another fine show in this Dave 
© « » T ; i : Lad ’ . o s¥ > . PP P e . . 
z ‘onrad Dners | ran ver, Slipper ot n oi er - d by Saxon’s | Katz - manage _ operation. Bob 
Hob Enis Ore fey + ol pede gg gage the two mov*/ Boucher house orch showbacks ex- 
Flamingo ; Sparky Kaye craftily to a good exit mitt with i cellently. Jose 
S Jones “Insanities | Jimmve Cavanaugh a hokey softshoe bit. : e me 
__ of 54 | Bill Willard | Bobby Brandt war : the ae ’ ° 
Tony Martin | M Gates Palominos ; *. — arms up Ne Palace, N. te 
| Man Sone | Georve Redman Ore | Crowd in the opening slot’ with } Rosal Sist I li Gai 
i orne Thunderbird | his effortles “rp au oe j vosdies SUSTers, sesite rQAines, 
Frank Howard Gale Storm and gracef 1 " "} olog: fab Assured | Sheldon & Burnett, Orlando de la 
| Mamingo Starlets Mata & Hari ana sfracerul, ne blends vintage | Rosa Quinte M ric 
| lorris Brand Ore Jay Marshall cleat work with some standoul - se ie et, Maurice Colleano & 
Last Frontier (13) | Arnauts | modernisms and nipups Gets ro, te}. € apt, Heyer & Starless 
llerb Shriner i | Barney Rawlings | es : . : al F DUDS. Lut Ss OL . | Night Eddie White Tokaye i 
Mary Kaye Trio | Normandie Boys tire interpretive dance routine to) Troupe 1 ET a 4 
Wstelle Sloan Kathryn Duffy “Hot Canary.” His flips in clos- | Jt Pi dey Jo Lombardi House 
| HAVANA ing sequence are tops. bins Great Sioux Uprising 
eas ioe ae a Russ Case has sur-| - ° 
c | Doris & Robert jrounded himself wiih five reed, | ai a 
| 2ive. Chavinee | Margarita Robles Saas acheis sr i bigs f-| Fresh bill at the Palace is i ’ 
Sulieta'& Samson |, Montmarte three rbythm and six brass to han-! o.mne familiar tage ty n= _ ee 
Emilita Dago | Rita Montane dle the showbacking. It's done | 7 de ort ~~» ae oes ng 
Tropicana Elpidio ‘ ys dl ~~ | with taste as is his sole instru- | : —s rf at : my vaudefilmer. There's 
| Dick & Biondi Beieincis : 'mental display, “I've Got Rhvthm,” | 22 @cre turn to tee eff the layout, 
| kmiiio Ramil 1A Alonso Ballet Gros several comedy, dance and novelty 


acts follow, while a Danish teetcr- 


— Oilvimpia. > board troupe closes the semester. 
| . i aster fiami Two of the more impressive 
ew Acts | Freddie Ste _ masa, “a 13. | turns are Maurice Colleano & Co, 
| Co F on id tewart, Joe Morris & |! and the Orlando de la Rosa Quin- 
<a Continued from page 35 Somes y..-' 7: na'd & Rudy, Moria & Val-|tet. Spotted fifth, the Colleano 
pe E apc: d°:, Danny Shaw, Les Rhode House ; quartet is a veteran foreign comes 
Golden Girls of Vice” clubwomen, , Orel: “Desert Song” (WB), |edy-acro nuit which is a Palace re- 
. . a7 < 

But others tend to lag and a couple Disp! , | peater. 

fit into the more stereotyped vein. .¢ ma car Sane a mats sane ae | R a oo 
: ‘ : sar ner fare with over. | Rosé intet, ¢ risi 

Gal was very well received on all pace an easy one 1s e negate edge yee 4 -_ 
/, an eas} var 'and three males, displays a_ fine 
preem night, mainly because of a In topliner spot is Freddie’ choral repertoire of numbers in 
delegation of Texans who seemed Stewart, one of the regulars on the | the Latino idiom. Group is flashily 
to make it their business to attend bistro beat hereabouts through the , 1 














Roy Lester Davies & Lee Embers j Pi Bre : aan = ; = | costumed Two couples capably 
Eri¢ Lloyd [A Shires & M Hynes Barbara Carroll by: Nye are the ope ning. But she's got the | Winter season at Alan Gale’s. He! handle the song-and-dance chores 
Kenne Lucas McDonald Sisiers ivree Glenn oe ae potential to move up among the transfers his song wares to this! while ifth ide: 
2 Tonelvs | todas Maenerd a | Doug Rovers Pantene al tae taanety comedians \VaR? 4 Pn Moi ate o this; while the fifth member provides 
red Sloan | Margherits Stanley Hotel Ambassador oe si: 1 Pre Rye 'y comediennes, | vn r annually and per usual! piano accompaniment. Act is well 
felville Birley | The 10 EF Rowen G | Jules Lande Ore ‘Nice «tage and with proper nursing could play winds a winning songalog for the | received 
U c a see ou x ~ > ; « slavici te on . _ es . ~ » 
Max } met ac | meneame 20) . . Motel Astor Georgie Kaye the lusher bistros and television, | stubholders. Little guy has an, Rosales Sisters, the opening act, 
METROPOLITAN Merschal tealere Semeny. Sere Gre | Fay Dewitt Chan. affable w « ge ve him to establish | is a Brazilian import making a re- 
rd tevens on Liberte ——-- repport wit . 2 ‘ ies ms pts > : 
he Mellowiones |ROvernury & S| Cavaliers AI Norman eo mate le telatth Cerne eee pan, epics | turn appearance at the RKO site. 
Suan & Juanita | Scott Senders Hotel New Yorker lou Nelson — WASHBURN ral a not omer to standards | The heavier sister balances a pole 
ic ' owe mms : orothy er ‘ rs ‘ ecia's W > g apilite rec re : Ag 
yee Bardon. Les Masime —— Patt) Rese 12 Mi ; ‘ranging from “Littl “Oi” caciiity, |on Ber shoulders while her lssame 
Anthony Redmond The Curzons a Linda Lombard “fe ns. ° . “Vor ve * ae . irl” through | partner executes a variety of diffi- 
Johnny Laycock a & Bh Adams Ueadenders Rerbera Stewart Will King’s Rumpus Room, S. F. SI I sla” Cotte Long Way From cult perches from aloft to net a 
The Santos SE as “TO Bernice Byers | Salvatore Gioe Ove Jack Washburn has the looks and ~ Jy emcee My Danny st oa | ue tone J 
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Compagnons de la| Tattersall, J & Co = Neomi Curl Conrad Hilton Hot) «yr Speak to Me, rib ticklers for big palm payoff Me Mary” t in ; ki iiting 
Chanson Prince Zahoor Bill Young Kileen Carroll My Lady Loves to Dance.” and Teeotf slot is held d - ‘ oy Rechetens’ ren on = 4 
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The Coronet Singers | Burl Ives Svlvia Syms Maricich & his rendition than that the iiem has’ Ry haha Halancing of Renald &/ around the teeterboard. A soce 
Ann Tyrrei |F & Lucille Pres on Jayne Manners Peterson in individualized appeal and nee wuGay earns plenty gasps and re- closer is a triple somersault into 
< s de Ballet Mundy & Earle Ken Sweet Trio Dick Salte: zed appeal and needs sultant § mitts. Musc!} ie 
@) John Tiller Girls , Elimar Chet Paree Bill Jordan high styling to send it over. ot o th ; b - uscie boys are a lofty basket. 
¢ BLACKPOOL | Billy Russell Beiity & Jane Kean |N & J Waldo The films could dc ; among the better workmen in their Lestie Gaines, lanky Negro hoof- 
Tower Cireus (1) 20 The Nordics Gu ( hernev Buddy Nu we n fiims cour . ¢) worse t ran field with stunts brought off with er in the deuce, is reviewed under 
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Strawhat Season in Steady July 
Pace; Records Still Being Set 


Stockbridge, Mass., July 21. 

Fay Bainter’s initial bow to Berk- 
shire Playhouse playgoers proved 
a sock draw for the house. Starring | 
in the former Grace George vehi- 
cle, ‘The Velvet Glove,’ Miss Bain- 
ter rang up a $5,650 gross last 
week, for the best week in the 
theatre’s history, topping the previ- 
ous record held by Kay Francis. 
Featured were Gage Clarke and 
Mary Jackson. 

Director William 
ately signed Miss Bainter for a 
return starring date, Aug. 3, in the 
new Sidney Michaels comedy, ““The 
Three -Toed Pony,” for which 
Romney Brent has been signed 
the featured plaver. 

Katharine Alexander opened last 
night (Mon.) for a week in Noel 
Coward's “The Marquis.” Featured 
with her are her daughter, Barbara 
Brady; Edward Andrews and Gage 
Clarke. 


Miles immedi- 


as 





‘Blondes’ $6.760, Saratoga 
Saratoga, N. Y., July 21. 

Producer John Huntington scored 
at the Spa Summer Theatre, for 
the third consecutive week, when 
‘Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” Mil- 
ton Lyon package show, grossed | 
$6.760 in the 578-seater at $3 top. 
It was the second best July figure 
in Huntington’s seven years of 
operation here, and top for a musi- 
cal in that month. “Kiss Me Kate” 


pulled about $6,200 last Juiy. 
Production featured Avril Gen- 
tles and Beverly McFadden as 


Lorelei and Dorothy, respectively. 
Lucia Victor directed the packager; 
Harding Dorn, the choreography 
and musical ensembles. 





i 1 at the Hellinger, N. Y., with them 
Falk-Capp Silos Okay as costars. Both are under run-of 
Boston, July 21. ‘the-play contracts through = that 
Biz continued to hold up nicely | gate, but could give two weeks’ 
at the Lee Falk-Al Capp silos last | ee we : 
week, with Farley Granger, star-| tice thereafter. 
ring in “John Loves Mary,” pull-| Mitchell was announced early 
ing a slick $10,200 into the Boston {his week as set to star in “Blow 
Summer Theatre coffers. This is the Man Down,” James Withers 
sasintctsormatate on page 5€) Elliott’s scheduled production of a 
a new comedy by Stephen Gross 
and Mildred Merrill, with Mildred 
Bishop’ s Co. 1’s Co. Busy in S. Cal. Natwick slated as costar. Con- 
tracts with both players will be 
With Chris Fry’ S Plays; | signed “within a few days.” it was 
‘ y | Stated. Rehearsals are to start 
Bowl Dates Set for Boy | Aug. 31, with a road tour starting 
Sept. 24 and the New York pre- 
Los Angeles, July 21. | miere in mid-October. 
sill Penn, recently in the tour- | Whiting has been announced as 
ing “Stalag 17,” will do three bowl | costar in “To Charlie, with Love,” 
dates next month in Southern Cal- Peggy Phillips’ comedy to be pro- | 
ifornia in the title role of Christo-| gucea by Peter Glenn, with Mor- 
pher Fry’s “The Boy with a Cart.” |ton pa Costa staging. It is also 
Show will be presented by the 


Bishop’s Co., Southern California 
drama-in-the-church group, in 
three August presentations at Red- 
lands, San Bernardino and Romana 
Bowls, each seating about 5,000. 
Council of Churches in those areas 
is sponsoring the play. 

Meanwhile, Methodist Bishop 
Gerald Kennedy, who sponsors the 
interdenominational, interracial 
group, announced that Elizabeth 
Kerr, assistant director of the 1951 
Broadway production of Clare 
Booth Luce’s “Child of the Morn- 
ing,” will direct Christopher Fry's 
“Thor with Angels,” set for Aug. 
2 trial date at the 3,300-seat First 
Methodist Church. 

Henry and Joan Wilcoxon 
presenting his original 
“Where is Thy Victory?,” currently 
in local churches. They plan to 
bring out “Spiritual Highlights” in 
September, to include’ sketches 
trom “Song of Songs’ and “Bam- 
bi” and an adaptation of Wilde's 
“The Happy Prince.” The 
coxons are presented under 
auspices of the Bishop’s Co. 


are 
pla 


the 





ANTA Membership Drive 


Brings Total to 2,260 


Membership of the American 
National Theatre & Academy, ob- 
ject of an intensive drive, had 
reached 2,260 last 
un increase of 114 over the 
as of last Feb. 11. Efforts 


total 
to re- 


. ene ! 
cruit additional members are con- 


tinuing. 

Present membership totals in 
the various categories. with the 
Feb. 11 figures indicated in brack- 
ets in each case, are as follows: 


Individual, 1,943 (1,839); 
ing individual, 64 (68); 
individual, nine (nine); member 
groups, 136 (128); sustaining 
#roups two (two): library members, 
23 (17); particyating individuals, 
three (two); life members, includ- , 
ing Actors Equity, Drama Study | 
Club, Council of the Living Thea- 
tre, 80 (81). 


contribut- 
sustaining 


+ 


Wil- | 


June 15. That's | 





Equity Preps Program 
For Coast High Schools 


Hollywood, July 21 

A program designed for 
highschool assemblies is 
worked by the Coast 
a new move 


use al 
being 
out Equity 


office in to heighten 
work prospects 
area. Program 
in auditoriums 
California, with 


ceiving scale for 


for thesps in this 
would be booked 
around Southern 

the thesps 
their appearances 


rea. 
re 


the schools paying a flat rate fo1 
the shows. 

Tentative plans call for con- 
densed versions of classics or hit} 


plays to be presented in a 
ute program tagged 
| book.”” Productions would be 
for oy touring. 


Flagg’ Still Set As 


Bway Returnee 


Although 


“Equity Scrap 


Thomas Mitchell and 


Jack Whiting have been an- 
}nounced for new shows, the man 
agement of “Hazel Flagg” still 


plans to reopen the musical Sept 


and 
Oct. 
he 


with a tryout opening Oct. 1 
the Broadway preem set for 
19. In the case of Whiting, 
has told the “Hazel” 
he is “interested” in the Phillips 
comedy, but hasn't signed for it. 

“Hazel,” which recessed July 4. 
was first announced to reopen | 
Aug 24, but the date was subse 
quently set back to Sept. s -—e 
figured that if there is meting 
interest in the reopening, as ev 
denced by a small advance sale, 
the musical may be sent directly 
lon tour. Management denied the | 
| possibility of not reopening the. 
| production at all, 














‘; 32G PROFIT THUS FAR 


| TO ‘SEASON’ BACKERS 


Backers of “The Fifth Season” 
|have just received another divi- 
dend of $20.000, bringing the total! 
distributed profit on the show to 
$32,000 thus far. Venture was 
, capitalized at $60,000. 
| Sylvia Regan comedy, produced 
by George Kondolf with Menasha 
Skulnik and Richard Whorf co- 
starred, is in its 27th week at the 
Cort, N.Y. 


B. Kraft, in Pic Version, 
Now in L.A. Legit ‘Kismet’ 


Hollywood, July 21. 

Beatrice Kraft, who had a dance 
spot in the film edition of “Kis- 
met” in 1944, will be featured in 
Edwin Lester’s musica] version of 
the show, which plays Civic Light 
'Opera engagements here and in 
San Francisco this summer, prior 
to @ Broadway run in the fall. 
She’s recently been doing a terp 
lact with two unbilled men, play- 
ing mostly cafe dates, but was for- 
merly with her sister and Jack 
Cole. 
| ography for “Kismet. 





Alfred Drake and Doretta Mor- | 


jrow are costarring in the musical. 


55-min- | 


built | 


slated to start rehearsing Aug. 31. | 


Management | 


Latter is doing | the choere- ; 


‘Cornell’s ‘Constant Wife’ 
| Earned $145,115 Profit 


“The Constant Wife,” 
Cornell's revival of W. 
Maugham's 1926-27 comedy, 
a profit of $145,115. 
| backers, who got the standard 50‘ 
share, a return of over 181° on 


Katharine 


| their $40.000 investment 
Production cost of the show was 
$33,552, but there was a $5,026 
profit on the tryout tour, so the 
opening night cost in New York 
was $28,526. After an initial pre 
sentation at Central City, Col., du 
ing the summer of 1951, the re 
vival had a 139-performanes 


Broadway 
made 


son 


run in 
a coast-to 


1951-52) and 
coast tour last sea 


Uncertain ‘Joey 
Status in Chi 


| Chicago, July 21 
“Pal Joey which has been in 

the sink-or-swim category here re 

cently, is now apparently set to 


continue at least 


If prospects are 
ising then, the 
probably 


through 
sulficiently prom 
Inanagement will 


sept. 1 


continue the local run* a 
few weeks more’ before Sending the 
revival on tour again. Otherwise 
the production will fold 

With grosses under the break 
even level recently at the Shubert 
co-producer Jule Styne was con 
sidering closing the Rodyers-Hart 
musical. Tlowever, the two-season 
contracts with the principals ex 
tend through Aug. 31, so the man 
agement would have to pay two 
weeks’ extra salary if the show 
were to close before then, Mean 
while, author and director royalties 
are waived and the theatre terms 
have been modified. 

If prospects improve in the next 
few weeks, the idea is to wind up 
the “Joey” run here in September 
j then go to Detroit for the first stop 
in a tour extending to the Coast 
through the balance of the 1953-54 


season, However, the Detroit stand 
is planned as a do-or-die test. If 
it doesn't pay off, the subsequent 


dates would be cancelled 

After completing its 
Broadway engagement last spring 
Joey” drew prolitable business in 
Washington and Philly. But al 
though Chi had been figured a nat 
ural for the musical, trade was onl) 
moderate here the first couple of 
weeks, then tapered off, despite 
unanimous rave reviews. On that 
basis, further touring, with highe) 
rail, transfer expenses, ete., is a 
questionable bet 

Revival had a 


successful 


540-performance 
'run on Broadway. The 1940-41 orig- 
inal played 374 performances on 
Broadway and subsequently flopped 
here. 


LOGAN WANTS POOL 
FOR BRITISH ‘WISH’ 


At the insistence of Joshua Lo- 
gan, director, co-author and co- 
| producer of the show, the London 
j edition of “Wish You Were Here” 
Will have the onstage swimming 
| pool, similar to that used in the 
Broadway production. Marshall 
Jamison, Logan's directorial as- 
sistant, will handle the staging in 
the West End. 
| Because of the show's American 
colloquialisms, — particularly its 
New York flavor, 
Jack Hylton wanted to give it a 
provincial tryout tour. So he advo- 
cated eliminating the swimming 
pool, which similarly stymied such 
a preliminary test for the Broad- 
way original. As co-author ‘(with 
Arthur Kober and Harold Rome), 
co-producer and director of the 
show, Logan could and did insist 
on the pool. however. 

British edition is slated 
into rehearsal about Aug. 
premiere, probably at 
Adelphi Theatre, in mid-Septem 
ber. Ken Later, who arranged for 
Hylton to produce the show in Eng- 
land confirmed the deal last week. 


to go 
15 and 
Hylton’'s 


McMullan OSU Guester 
Columbus, July 21. 

Frank McMullan, Yale U. pro- 
fessor of drama, is guest director 
for “Kind Lady,” fourth production 
of the arena-stvle Stadium Theatre 
at Ohio State U. 
night ‘Tues.) 

Saturday. 
Stadium’s third production last 
week, “Staiag 17,” was a five-night 
sellout for the 487-seat house un- 

| der the tiers of Ohio Stadium. 


| 


Somerset | 
earned | 
That gave the | 


British producer | 


Piay opens to- | 
and runs through | 


Stratford on Avon (Canada) Does Self 


Proud With Spectacular Bard Fest 


By John F. Royal 


(Ex NBC 


teepee 


Olivia Wary of B’way 
With Her Tryout ‘Hour’ 





Los Angeles, July 21 

Olivia de Havilland. rehearsing 
on the Coast in the French adapta 
tion, “The Dazzling Hour.” under 
Jose Ferrer’s direction, will star in 
the play next week at the Actors 
lheatre, La Jolla, Cal., but is not 

nmitted to appear in it for the 
mntemplated Broadway — produc 
tion next fall 


Latter depends on how the Coast 
engagement goes and “if I manage 
io get up enough courage to ven- 
ture again,” she Film actress 
appeared on Broadway in 1950-51 
in “Romeo and Juliet’ and two 
ago in “Candida to ad 
critical reception 


Piaf, Peals Eyed 
For Ratoff's ‘7th 


Ratoff is 


sSavs 


Seasons 


verse 


C;regory en route to 


Paris, on behalf of producer Ly 
man Munson's “Seventh Heaven” 
musical. with a view ta getting 
Edith Piaf and Jacques Peals, her 
husband, for the Broadway legiter 
Ratoff would direct and also play 
the same comedy taxi driver role 
he did in 20th-Fox's filmusical 
version of “Heaven,” when James 
Stewart and Simone Simon had 
the original Janet Gaynor-Charles 
Farrell straight film leads 

tatoff, who staged “Fifth Sea 


doubling as a 


— 


roving VARIFTY wag) 
Stratford, Ont., July 21 

Most voung bovs and girls have 
an urge for show business, to tog 
out in mother’s and dad’s clothes, 
and strut about for an admission 
price of 10 pins or a lollipop. Some 
lose this ambition tor the theatre 
later; others, nevet \ yvoung man 
who can't is Tom Patterson of 
Stratford on Avon here, a small 
town 100 miles from ‘Toronto and 
further from BulYalo Detroit 
He's long felt hi town of 18,000 
people, like its more famous coun- 
terpart in England hould have a 
great Shakespearean Festival, with 
all the solusetines 

Undaunted by the tervilie diffi- 
culties involved, he started a sales 


and promotional campaign through- 


out the country and came up with 
a startling 1,400-seat concrete am- 
phitheatre magnificently designed, 
tent-covered and with superb 
equipment for lighting and back- 
tage operation The auditorium 

tadium styled with the open, 
aprom-shaped Stave On the Open 
end There is excellent line of 
ight and the acoustics are much 
better than one might expect, ex- 
cept when the Canadian Pacifie 
R. KR. trains decide to blow long 
and deep all during the first act 
of “Richard Il,” the opening night 
opus, 


When Patterson had wrapped up 
his building package, he then went 


after his opening show a real 
sock festival, as he visualized it. 
He convinced Tyrone Guthrie, out- 
Standing British producer-director, 
that it would be fin to come to 
Canada and open the new Shake- 
spearean Theatre lie also con- 
vinced Guthrie to bring along Alee 
Guinness, the actor; Irene Worth, 


Continued on pape 60) 


concurrent on Broadway, | 

postponed his own production of | 
Everett Freeman's “48th St.” in . ’ ° 
favor of “Seventh Heaven’—in it Ex- Flanders Mer. Zevin 
elf a unique numerical coinei- | . 
dence in titles. He'll do “48th St.” | Suing Producers on Pact 
(a Broadway-localed play) afte P * 
‘Heaven.” | B h A M W 

Victor Young, composer of the | reac ’ ction ay ait 
score, is due from the Coast Aug. 3} Los Angeles, July 21, 
to confer with Stella Unger, lyricist | Harry Zevin, former general 
and collaborator with Victor Wolf-!manayver for Paula Stone and 
son on the libretto Miss Unger,! Michael Sloane, is suing them for 
who figured in getting the legit | alleged breach of a contract for 
music rights from John Golden | him to manage “Carnival in Flan- 
producer of the Austin Strong | ders,” new musical which they are 
play originally, is a general part-| presenting in partnership with 
ner in “Seventh Heaven,” but| songwriters Johnny Burke and 
Munson is the lone producer. Lat-| Jimmy Van Heusen. 
ter is now Jooking for a choreog- An attachment of the show's 
rapher, but that may wait on the | funds is recorded, but everyone 
Piaf-Peals decision. (Understood | concerned savs that the coin has 
that the French chanteuse who | not actually been tied up vet, [t's 


, bowed out of returning to the Ver- 
sailles, N. Y., in September, 
cause of illness, 


,is currently on a_ holiday in 
France, but is interested in the 
legit vehicle.) 

Incidentally, Golden has the 


okay on musical’s authorship and 


be- | 
has arthritis and | 


| figured that action may be awaiting 
ithe end of the Coast run, since the 
Light Opera Assn. is paying 
expenses of “Carnival” here 
for its forthcoming stand in 
Francisco, 


| Civic 
the 
and 
San 


Zevin 


claims that his 


contract 


decided in favor of Young over | With Stone & Sloane calls for 5% 
Harry Sosnik, the original eandi- | Of the “Carnival profits, plus $300 
date, chiefly because of Young's a dee te wad - ae 
CAD : ; | ane 5 iereafter e says tha 
ane SENT: |when Burke and Van Heusen, who 
supplied the show's songs, entered 
MERMAN TO HEADLINE the production setup they agreed 
to a deal chanying his salary to 
| $275 both before and after the 
TEXAS VARIETY LAYOUT | openine. 
Dallas. July 21. | Since May 29, the plaintiff as 
Ethel Merman, in a rare off- | erts, he has not been permitted 
Broadway personal, will headline | '® perform his duties as general 
a variety show Oct. 10-25 at the|™anager and production super- 
State Fair of Texas. Deal, set by visor, although he declares that he 
expo's veepee, Charles R. Meeker. negotiated contracts with 65 artists, 
Jr., through Musie Corp. of Ameri- made the deal with the CLO for 
ca, is for 24 performances during four weeks, plus an option on & 
the fair’s 16-day run. fifth, for both here and S.F., ith 
Meeker, who will and CLO to pay all expenses, plus 


produce 
<¢f supporting acts, flies to Denver 
this week to finalize revue's format 
with Miss Merman who now resides 
in Colorado, 

Although no financial details 
were announced, understood Miss 
Merman accepted a percentage of- 
fer. In 1952 Martin & Lewis, in 24 
shows at the expo’s auditorium 
took out $171,700 on a sliding deal 
vhen the total boxoffice take 
$255,239. Comics paid supporting 
acts, however, from the boff cut. 


Nebraska Bow 
Omaha, July 21.. 
“Night Must Fall’ opened Lin- 
coln’s Hayloft Summer Theatre last 
' week (14). 
Randy Yorke and Rich 
were leads in the Emlyn Williams 
;opus. 


was 





' 


Miller | 


$62.500 for the 10-week period 


Suit asks for an accounting or a 
flat $25,000 for his” percentage 
plus $275 a week foi long as 
the show runs. 


Dagmar Done With ‘Loco,’ 
Switches to ‘Personal’ 


Dagmar, who's been appearing 
on the strawhat circuit with Ar- 
thur Treacher in a package of 


, “Loco,” will switch to “Personal 


Appearance” for the remainder of 
the season. “Loco,” wound up 
Saturday (18) at the Lake Whalom 


Playhouse, Fitchburg, Mass. 
“Appearance” will begin a six- 

week tour Monday (27) at the Nor- 

iwich «Conn.) Summer Theatre. 
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Strawhat Reviews 


Kiss and Tell 
Buffalo, July 15. 


Maude Franchot and Herman Krawitz 
roduction of comedy in three acts by F. 
jugh Herbert. Stars Margaret O'Brien; 
features Barry Truex, Louis Shalle, Wil- 
liom Meyers, Directed by Stanley Acker- 
Penelope Geldart. At 


man Setting by ; 
Niagara Falls (Ont. Summer Theatre, 
July 15, °S3. 

Mi Willard ....cccsccsees Jay McDonald 


Hannah Prosk 
Margaret O’Brien 


Louise 
Corliss Archer 


Raymond Pringle ....... Louis Shalle 
Mildred Pringle Jill Cor nblum 
Dexter Franklin . Barry Truex 
janet Archer Betty Cameron 
Harry Archer bes William Myers 
Pvt. Earhart . Robert Anderson 
Lt. Lenny Archer . Richard Franchot 
Mart Fran'din . Ruth McNichol 
Bil anklin Jay McDonald 
I Pringle Marion Jackson 
eorge Roy Irving 

t P ingle Michael Turner 


Margaret O’Brien edition of 


and Tell” is a_ pleasant- 
nough prescription for the sea- 
sonal doldrums of the stage, but 


it isn’t going to add any refulgence 
to the child-star’s authentic aura 
of glamour or any bright jewels 
to her hislrionic crown. Whocver 
unsold the ex-film moppet on her 
originally projected plan for a re- 
vival of “Peg O’ My Heart” in 
favor of this comedy did her a 
genuine disservice. For the O'Brien 
legend is one steeped in an atmos- 


is showing heretofore unrevealed 
dramatic sock for La Jolla audi- 


‘ences and gives role of plotting 


phere and glow of childish wist- 
fulness and whimsy wholly de 
tached from the realities of mun- | 


dane living, and it would have been 


much more in keeping and far 
wiser to have projected her in a 
starring role which would have 


utilized and exploited her reputa- 
tion and talents in her own sphere 

To present her in a_ realistic 
comedy such as this is to 
her of the out-of-the-world quali- 
ties which have endeared her to 
her screen public, and propel her 
into a commonplace milieu which 
foreign to everything that she 
is popularly supposed to be. The 
blunt, inescapable fact is that in 
the hands of this little Miss Mark- 
er the role of Corliss becomes an 
average, undistinguished portraval 
which, when the curiosity of the 


; 
is 


sibly add any stature to 
actress of her type and background. 

This isn’t to say that the produc- 
tion and performance are not 
pleasantly acceptable or that 
hordes of adolescents aren't going 
to like it. On its showing here, 
they are and they did. The proceed- 
ings are assisted notably by the 
prescence of Barry Truex as the 
gauche Dexter, the heroine's loyai 
boyfriend; by William Meyers’ 
Father, and by Louis Shalle's pestif- 
erous youngling, which is still very 
funny, but which in this auditorium 
was frequently inaudible. The local 
Jill Cornblum is also quite men- 
tionable. But, of course, it is Miss 
O'Brien whom they come to see 
and whose autograph they yearn 
to acquire, It is only for a few 
of their elders that the perform- 
ance points up the pitfalls and 
perhaps some of the tragedy of 
growing up in the theatre. 

Burt. 





The Postman Always 
Rings Twice 
La Jolla, Cal., July 17. 


La Jolla Playhouse production of drama 
in three acts by James Cain, based on his 
novel of same title. Directed by Norman 
Lloyd. Setting by Bill Martin: lighting, 
Barry McGee. At La Jolla (Cal. Play- 
house. July 14, °53; $4.21 top. . 
Nick Papadakis Thomas Gomez 
Cora Papadakis . Jean Parker 
Frank Chambers Don Taylor 
Truck Driver Gaines Kincaid 
First Policeman ........ 
Second Policeman ,.., 
Sackett 
Fred Gordon 
Secretary 
Insurance Man 


Priest 


Russ Conway 
Horace McMahon 


Mary Hahn 
Frank Marlowe 
Frank Rawls 
Third production of La Jolla sea- 
s0n is James Cain's second effort 
to dramatize his hard-hitting novel, 
In 1936 Richard  Barthelmess 


ran 7 performances at the Lyceum 
Theatre. Film version starred the 


Kenneth Tobey | 


divest | 


| play is a semi-philosophical version | 


| 


| pacing made it seem at least 40| week of Aug. 11. 
| days and nights long. (Jaffe fainted | slated 


| 


| 
| 


ing mixture of “ay , “ : 
transient a compelling | condition is reported “much im- 


_proved” at Medical Arts Center, ) eyrrent. 


amorality and conscience. 


As the wife of the doomed cafe 
owner, Jean Parker is a convincing 


co-plotter in a difficult role, and | 
Thomas Gomez's portrayal of the) 


Greek is warm and 
30th create the uneasy air of essen- 
tial, incompatible unhealthiness in 
their marriage. 

Others roles are completely han- 
died as is permitted by foggy char- 
acterization engendered partly bs 
scene-cutting. Particularly affected 
by latter are Horace McMahon, 
ruggedly effective as always in the 
part of district attorney, and Russ 
Conway, the cop, both of whose 
motivations are left unexplained 

Kenneth Tobey brings 
fense attorney 
strokes, and Frank Marlowe 
properly ineffectual and 
dered as the insurance 
Bill Martin’s setting and Barry Mc- 
Gee's lighting offer the right mood 
of impending doom, an aura unful- 
filled in.dramatic content. Free. 


Vovage of the Ark 
(WHITE BARN, WESTPORT) 
Westport, Conn., July 21 
It would take more than a mir- 
acle to steer to Broadway this pro- 
duction of “The Voyage of the 
Ark,” presented at the White Barn 
Theatre, Westport, Conn., Satur- 
day (18). 


the 


1S 


sympathetic. | 


de- | 
to life with strong | 


bewil- | 
adjuster. | 


| Cobweb 


Rice Not Due Back on Post 
Drama Job for 2 Months 


Vernon Rice, N. Y. Post drama 
editor, is not due to return to 
his job for about two months. His 


N.Y., where he has been a patient 


since having a heart attack about) the County 


two weeks ago. He's expected to 
be hospitalized about a month 
longer, and will then have to rest 
at home for several more weeks. 

During Rice’s absence, Richard 
Watts, Jr., Post drama critic cur- 
rently in London, is writing three 
columns a week for the depart- 


| 


} 
| 
' 


ment, and Marcy Elias, from the}! 


regular news staff, is handling rou- 
tine legit news. Ben Rosenberg, 
amusement editor, is due back next 
week from vacation. 





Barn Notes 


Ernestine Perrie will direct the 
Sea Cliff (L. I.) Summer Theatre 
tryout of Anne Marie Barlow’s “On 
Twine,” scheduled to 
preem there Aug. 17, with Jeffrey 
Lynn and Mildred Natwick co- 
starring ... Vicki Cummings will 


| with 


‘costar with Gene Raymond in H. | 
Clay Blaney’s production of Bruce | 


| Alexander 


Except for the fine performance | 


of Sam Jaffe in the title role, the 
production, adapted from Andre 
Obey’s “Noah” by Harold Winston, 
who directed, is amateurish even 
by off-Broadway standards. Some- 


what altered in this presentation, | 


of the Bible story, written with a 


lightness of touch completely ab- | 


sent in these lumbering antics, 
which seem more suited to the 
gymnasium than to the stage. 


| Although only three-fourths of the 
audience has worn off, cannot pos- | 


a child | 


play was presented due to the ill- 
ness of the star, heavy-handed 


from the heat, and show was called 
off, as well at the Sunday. night 
performance.) 

Jaffe gave a sensitive, appealing 
performance as Obey’s hero, who 
combines earthliness with spiritual 
dedication. But his supporting crew 


| didn’t provide much help in the 


| 
' 


self-conscious didoes suggested for 


them by the direction. As Noah’s| this season. She ” 
Ham, Yale Wexler seemed to'| lining there in “Affairs of State. 


son 
lack all comprehension of the char- 
acter; Richard Balduzzi was an em- 
barrassingly sprighily Japhet; Hope 
Sansberry gave the impression of 
a sOap opera sufferer rather than a 
Biblical matron; Norman Keats’ 
gangster-like caveman was more 
comic than menacing, and Janine 
Claire as Sella was unconvincing. 
Lenore De Koven as Ada and Allen 
Derrick as Shem were more ac- 
ceptable. 

Realistic set by Cleon Throck- 
morton was at odds with the non- 
realism of the play. Barbara Car- 
penter’s costumes and masks were 
helpful, but nothing except a new 











William Challee | 


late John Garfield and Lana Tur- | 


ner in the Harry Ruskin and Niven 
Busch = screenplay It was pro- 
duced by Metro in 1946. 


the construction, deleting such 
scenes as the’auto crash on stage 


| the 


Starred in the first attempt, which | Wright 


production of this play for Jaffe 
could save “The Voyage of the 
Ark” from. sinking. Grif. 





Legit Followup 





South Paecifie 
(BROADWAY, N. Y.) 
“South Pacific,” revisited 
Thursday (16), in its 217th 
on Broadway, provided no let- 
down. Although the high voltage 
performers of the originals have 
passed, George Britton and Martha 


last 


in the leads. Miss Wright as Nurse | 
‘Nellie Forbush is an accomplished | 


thesp with the straight talk end 
of the assignment and flits about 
stage with 


,in the more frolicsome song num- 


This time, Cain tried to simplify | 


} an 


in the original Broadway version. | 


Result of patchwork is a confusing 


play lacking in cohesion and direc- | 


tion. A blend of “Postman” and 
“Double Indemnity,” meller points 
difference in touch of novelist and 
dramatist, for the Cain 
doesn't crackle on stage as it does 
on paper. As it stands, there's little 
hope for “Postman” to ring on 


Broadway again, unless consider-| 
affected after | 


able rewriting fs 

numerous break-ins. 
Cast can’t help but be bogged by 

the play's weak construction, but 


Norman Lloyd's direction is excel-| 


lent and performances are surpris- 
ingly able, with top laurels to Don 
Tavlor. Handsome film thesp, here 
two weeks ago in “I Am a Camera,” 


bers. More projection in the vocals 
would be desirable. Britton makes 
agreeable Emile De Becque, 
with powerful pipes 


opera background) and an acting 


style that carries sufficient con-| 
viction. 
Sentimental journey back to 


|“*Pacific’’ provides its greatest wal- 


dialog | 


lop via spirited presentation of the 
overall show. Charter members of 
the cast and relative newcomers 
alike, despite 
showed no sluffoff tendencies dur- 


| 


| 


| by 


| 
| 
| 
} 
| 


| 





week | 


make an amiable combo! 


ingratiating gusto. 


(he has an) 


longevity of run,} 


Brighton’s “Be Quiet My 
slated for a pre-Broadway 
week of Aug. 3 at Playhouse Thea- 
tres Somerset, Mass. ... A trio of 
new one-acters will be offered at 
the White Barn Theatre, Westport, 
Conn., Sunday (26). Slate includes 
Kirkland’s comedy, 
“The Veranda,” 


Love,” 


meller, “Dinner in Black” 
Lucile Ann Makowsky’s fantasy, 
“From the Top of the Ferris 
Wheel.” 


Max Eisen and Arthur Gerold 


are flack and general manager, | Cellation of two performances due 
respectively, for St. John Terrell’s | t© her sudden illness, Mary Astor's 
Music Circus, Lambertville, N. J., | Biography” at Salt Creek Sum- 


with Bill Doll handling national 
publicity for the operation... 
Kenneth Nelson has been signed 
Michael Stewart to star in 
“Solomon Grundy,” which will 
have a pre-Broadway tryout at the 
Arena Theatre, Rochester, N. Y., 
Show is also 
to play for three weeks 
beginning Aug. 25 at the Corning 
(N. Y.) Summer Theatre . . . Bere- 
nice Weiller is associate stage man- 
ager for the Washington Festival, 
being produced by Constance Ben- 
nett at the al fresco Carter Barron 
Theatre, Washington Marla 
Ray is lead femme at the West- 
chester Playhouse, Mt. Kisco, N.Y., 
She's currently head- 


Nancy Andrews, costar of the va- 
cationing “Hazel Flagg,” is filling 
in with guest appearances in “Hit 
the Deck,” “Gentlemen Prefer 
Blondes” and ‘‘Call Me Madam” at 
the Sacramento (Cal.) Music Circus 
' Ernestine Perrie, a former 
Broadway stage manager, is join- 
ing the ranks of femme directors 
with a string of barn staging stints 
at Sea Cliff, L. I., and elsewhere. 


Norma Winters, who was White 
Barn Theatre’s leading lady its 
first two seasons, is returning to 
the strawhat near Pittsburgh next 
week for two shows, “Gigi” and 
“Stepping Sisters.’ For the last 
couple of years, she has been with 
Margo Jones’ company in Dallas 
..Jack Goode, doing ‘Naughty 
Marietta” this week for Pitt Civic 
Light Opera Assn., is going to 
Louisville Aug. 3 for “Louisiana 
| Purchase’’...‘“‘Moon Is Blue” was 
| capacity at two Pittsburgh district 
strawhats, Mountain Playhouse at 
Jennerstown and White Barn, so 





they're both repeating it for an- 
other week in September Pa- 
tricia Ferris, ingenue at Pitt's 
White Barn Theatre, just an- 


nounced her engagement to Budd 
Charles, nitery singer and stepson 
of Muggsy Spanier. 

George Hamlin, formerly 
| Dock Street Theatre, 


Charleston, 
S. C., makes bow at Stockbridge, 
Mass., in “The Marquis” this week. 
Kendal! Clark, onetime resident 
member at the Berkshire Play- 
house, returns Aug. 10 
‘featured player ‘in “Affairs of 
State.” Eleanor Wilson will also 
be featured in the same opus... 
Dorothy Sands is fedured in sup- 
port of Viveca Lindfors and Barry 
Sullivan in “Bell, Book and Can- 
| dle” at the Spa Summer Theatre, 
Saratoga, N. Y., this week. Cast 
'also includes Michael 
| Clyde Waddell. 





Frear Park Sked 
Troy, N. Y., July 21. 
The Frear Park Summer Thea- 


ing performance caught. Still do tre, which opened its third season 


ing a standout featured job is| Tuesday (14) with “Personal Ap- 
Myron McCormick, whose timing pearance,” is operating on alter- 


with the comedics seems actually 
to have improved. 


/nate weeks. Frank Myers and his 
| wife, Betty Shannon, who manage 


No need to recap the multiple, and produce, shifted to the every- 


entertainment merits. 
continues as kingpin of musicals. 
Gene. 


park. 


“Pacific” | other-week pix schedule this year. 


Strawhat is located in a city 


tryout | 


| 
} 


| 


| 


{ 


| 
| 


of | 





as af} 


| 


| 
| 





Sivy and | take at 









| Strawhat Season 


top gross at the 917-seater for the 
season. House is scaled at $3 top. 
“One Thing After Another’ is 


scored strongly at 
Playhouse, Framing- 
ham, nabbing a tasty $13,500 at the 
1,400-seater, at $3 top. “Annie Get 
Your Gun” is current. 


“Carousel” 








Lady’ Burns Up Philly 
“The Lady’s Not For Burning,” | 
Christopher Fry comedy, with Uta | 
Hagen, teed off last week with the | 
slimmest first-night of the Play-! 
house in the Park’s second summer | 
season here. But show zoomed to} 
capacity at second performance | 
(14), aided by uniformly enthusi- | 
astic notices, and continued at the | 
same high level throughout the | 
week. 

This week’s attraction is Andrew 
Rosenthal’s comedy, “Island Visit’ 
(formerly “Horses in Midstream”), 
Cedric Hardwicke and Lili 
Darvas costarred. This is a pack- 
age job, with none of the Play- 
house’s regular repertory company 
represented in the cast. 

Gerald Savory, who has directed 
all of this season's plays of the tent 
theatre in West Fairmount Parx, 
and staged most of last year’s, 
takes a two-week vacation starting 
next week. Don Hershey takes his 
place to direct “Charley’s Aunt,” 





week of July 27, and George 
Kelly’s “The Show-Off,” week of | 
Aug. 10. Former has Roddy Mce- | 


Albert Dickason’s | Dowall as star and latter has Leon 
and | Janney. 





Salt Creek Mishap 
Chicago, July 21. 
Except for the unexpected can- 


mer Theatre would have grossed 
a fine $9,000 last week. Show drew 
well to both evening and matinee 
performances. 

Producer Marshal Migatz of the 
Salt Creek strawlLatter announced 
bookings for remainder of the 
season. Buddy Ebsen and Carleton 
Carpenter do “Mr. Roberts,” be- 
ginning July 27; June Havoc plays 
in “Affairs of State,” Aug. 10; 
Ethel Waters does “Member of the 
Wedding,” Aug. 17, and Judith 
Anderson comes in for “Family 
Portrait” on Aug. 24. Billie Burke 
has been pacted to end the season 
in a return engagement, after her 
“Life With Mother” last month 
garnered a record $12,000 here. 

Current production is ‘Private 
Lives,”” with Gene Raymond and 
Vicki Cummings, who are concur- 
rently rehearsing “Be Quiet My 
Love,” which opens on Broadway 
in the fall. 

Tony De Santis, producer of the 
Drury Lane strawhatter, an- 
nounced that one of Margaret 
O'Brien's two weeks in “Kiss and 
Tell” has already been sold cut. 
Show is skedded for Aug. 17. 


‘Salesman’ $1,500, Reading 

Reading, Pa., July 21. 
“Death of a Salesman,” pre- 
sented by the Berks Players at the 
355-seat Green Hills Theatre here, 
was Slightly off the pace at $1,500 
last week. Attendance at Satur- 
day’s matinee session was again 

sparse and it may be dropped. 
The troupe, in its second season 
at Green Hills, opened Oscar 


|“13 at Table,” 





Wilde’s “The Importance of Being 
Earnest” last night (21) with Jim 
Scott in one of the feature roles. | 
Scott spent six months with the! 
Circle in the Square's production | 
of “Summer and Smoke” in New | 
York and Philadelphia before com- | 
ing back here. 

The old melodrama, ‘Sidewalks | 
of New York,” opens next Tuesday | 
(28) with Joseph Bird, Charles |} 
Schulte and Francine Toll doing | 
the heavies. 


‘Bell’ $6,900, Asbury Park 

Asbury Park, N. J., July 21. 

“Beli, Book and Candle,” with 
Viveca Lindfors and Barry Sulli- 
van starred, took in $6,900 at the 
Savoy Theatre here last week. 
Jeffrey Lynn in ‘Mister Roberts” 
is current. 


‘Nina’ $4,700, Andover 

Andover, N. J., July 21. 
Hot weather cut into last week's 
the Grist Mill Playhouse 
here, with Edward Everett Horton 
in “Nina” pulling in $4,700 for 
seven performances. 

Claire Luce is current in “Bell, 

Book and Candle.” 


‘Roberts’ 4G, Atlantic City 

Atlantic City, July 21. 
“Mister Roberts,” with Dick Van 
Patten cast as Ensign Pulver, 
broke all records at the Quarter- 
deck Theatre here last week, gross- 
ing $4,000 for the 500- seater. 
Jonathan Dwight, producer, had 





to sked a special matinee Saturday 


afternoon (18). Previous high at 
Quarterdeck was $3,600, grossed as 
Sylvia Sidney and Luther Adler 
appeared in “Angel Street” early 
in the month. Offering this week 
is Priscilla Gillette, in ‘The Phila- 
delphia Story.” 

At the Gateway Musical Play- 
house in suburban Somers Point, 
“The Desert Song,” with Lawrence 
Mitchell and Bettejane Townsend 
playing the leads, reported $8,000 
gross in the 1,500-seater. Both 
houses have a $3 top. 

“Call Me Madam” will be the 
fourth musical of the current 
season at the Playhouse, opening 
tonight (21). ““Merry-Widow,” Gen- 
tlemen Prefer Blondes.” “Annie 
Get Your Gun,” “Song of Norway” 
and “Show Boat” will be offered 
in that order. 


Penna. Split-Stands 
Easton, Pa., July 21. 

The Manhattan Stock Co. opened 
its sixth season last week here- 
abouts with Priestly’s “Dangerous 
Corner.” Company plays three 
days at the Milford Theatre, Mil- 
ford, Pa., and two days at Haubert 
Playhouse, Newfoundland, Pa., 
each week. 

This week's production is “The 
Second Man.” Next week’s is 
“Accent On Youth.” John McCabe 
is producer-director. He formerly 
taught dramatics at Wayne U. in 


Play Abroad 


Paris-Galant 
Paris, July 16 


Mitty Goldin production of revue in two 








acts (30 scenes) by Jean Givais and 
Hemge. Directed by Givais and Hemge 
Music by Goldin; musical arrangements 


and orch director, Marguerite Legros; 
choreography and costumes, Lusko; sets, 
Pellegry. 

Features Edith Georges, Les 3 Bonos, 
Nadine Tallier, Sylvie Rameau, Georges 
Chauvier, Maurice Vamby, Lydie Calmcls, 
Lili Vermorel, Christine Richard, Paulette 
Cintrat. At Theatres des Capucines, Paris, 
July 16, °53; $3 top. 


“Paris Galant” is a new edition 
of the annval intimate show Mitty 
Goldin puts on to keep his Capu- 
cines house occupied during hot 
weather. Last summer's edition did 
good enough biz to warrant holding 
it until Xmas, after which Marc- 
Gilbert Sauvejon straight comedy, 
went in and ran 
until June. ‘‘Table,” a click, is due 
back for return engagement at 
Capucines in October, so present 
tenant's stay is limited. 

“Galant” is a standard small- 
scale revue designed for standard 
tourist taste, and as such should 
prosper. It takes no risks in intro- 
ducing anything novel that might 
interfere with long-approved rou- 
tine. There is the usual boudoir biz, 
some miniature spectacle numbers, 
a sextet of buxom wenches, who 
double by appearing in both 
sketches and chorus and a trio of 
funnymen, Les 3 Bonos. 

It is pleasant if familiar stuff to 
the initiated, but its main appeal 
is to customers whose knewledge 
of French and French intimate re- 
vues is not extensive. This formula 
has been in operation since the 


Franco-Prussian war, but it still 
pays off. _ 
There is a sketch, “The Way 


Tourists Imagine Paris,” in which 
the gals and even the boys are seen 
going about the streets of Paris 
bare-breasted in broad daylight. 
There is an unchanged burlesque 
show skit in which a humble clerk, 
inheriting a magic wand from an 
Indian fakir, is able to indulge his 
sex urge and also kick his boss 1n 


| the slats. There is a blackout about 


a dumb babe trying to get into 
pictures and encountering casting 
couch trouble. There is another 
about a vamp who gets the better 
of some gangsters; a ballet number 
in which two sailors go to sleep 
and dream of mermaids, and an 
eternal triangle variation. 

Jean Givais and Hemge, the au- 
thors, have assembled a company 
of capable but not outstanding 
interpreters, and have staged their 
show in a snappy manner. ‘Paris- 
Galant,” put on at low cost, should 
yield neat profit. Curt. 


Dekker Readings Set 
For Dobbs Ferry Houes 


Albert Dekker will make his 
only N.Y. area appearance in his 
solo readings of humorous and 
dramatic material by American au- 
thors at the Dobbs Ferry (N.Y.) 
Playhouse next Wediuesday (29 
and Thursday (30). Show is sthed- 
uled to tour this fall, with univer- 
sities and colleges included in the 
bookings. 

Dekker’s appearance at the 
Playhouse will mark the theatres 
first departure from a regular 
stock presentation. 
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Inside Stuff—Legit 
Roger L. Stevens, the producer-realtor, planed back to New York 
over the weekend after concluding a $37,000,000 real estate deal in 
Seattle. In partnership with Alfred R. Glancy, Jr., of Detroit; H. 


Adams Ashforth, of New York, and Ben Tobin, of Hollywood Beach, 
Fla., Stevens signed a 35-year lease for the Metropolitan Center, a 


business property owned by the U. 


of Washington. Stevens, who takes 


possession of the property in November, 1954, plans an extensive 
building and modernization program. 
Stevens, who this week joined producer Robert Whitehead and 


realtor Robert W. Dowling in the 


formation of a new corporation to , 
produce plays and operate theatres on Broadway, is also a member | 
of the Playwrights Co. and a producer on his own. 


In addition, he 


is a prolific investor in legit productions, frequently with his realty 


partners Glancy and Tobin participating. 


Two years ago a group 


headed by Stevens bought the Empire State Bldg., N. Y., and last 
February purchased 28 acres of the Boston & Albany R. R. yard in 
Boston for development as a $75,000,000 business and entertainment 


center. 


Marlon Brando, who is touring 


the barn circuit as star of “Arms 


and the Man” for the relatively nominal terms of $125 a week salary 


plus a percentage of the profits, reportedly has little to do with his | 
Although he set his own deal for the “Arms” | 


own financial affairs. 


tour, which was his own idea, he generally leaves negotiations to his 
agents, Music Corp. of America. Except for a modest drawing account, 


understood to be $150 a week, wh 


ich he has with the agency, all his 


income is said to be paid directly to his father, a Nebraska cattle 


rancher, who invests it for him. 


Rehearsing the dual scene in Noel Coward's “Bitter Sweet” last 
week at the Toronto Melody Fair, the 1.800-seater theatre at the 
Canadian National Exhibition, Andrew Gainey had to be rushed to 


the Toronto General Hospital for 


sword of Bob Shafer slipped out of control. 


throughout the week, with wound « 


Flanders’ $37 70 
Dolls’ $20,100, L.A. 


Los Angeles, July 21. 

Continued hot weather kept local 
legit on the limp side again last 
week and the two touring musicals 
were hardest hit. Prospects appea 
a little brighter this frame with a 
return to normal weather. 

Estimates for Last Week 
Carnival in Flanders, 


Another poor $37,700, representing 
another loss for Civic Light Opera, 
which has guaranteed the show its 
operating costs plus a small profit. 

Guys and Dolls, Biltmore (3d wk? 
($4.20; 1,636). Still way down, 
week’s $20,100 representing an 
operating loss of around $7,000. 

Mister Roberts, Las Palmas (4th 
wk) ($3.60; 400). Another fine 
$5.400 in this small-seater. 

N. Y. City Ballet, Greek Theatre 
(2d wk) ($3.50; 4,400). 


day (18) of $11,907. 


MET’S TAGLIAVINI MAY 
MAKE B’WAY PLUNGE 





Met Opera tenor Ferruccio Tag- | 


liavini may make his Broadway 
legit bow next fall or winter in 
“Blue Fever,” a drama with music. 
Show is slated for production by 
Harry Elardi, a Brooklyn attorney 
and friend of the singer. 
Although the Equity bond for 


the musical 1s posted, Tagliavini | 


hasn't signed a contract, but is re- 
portedly rearranging his opera and 
concert commitments to do the 
legit stint. Musical has a book by 
Cole Kamile and 21 songs by Frank 
Fields, both of whom are new to 


Broadway. No director or designer | 


are set. Ken Later.agented the 
production deal for the authors. 


Current Road Shows 


(July 20-Aug. 1) 





Carnival in Flanders Dolores 
Gray, John Raitt) (Tryout)—Phil- 


harmonie Aud., L. A. (20-1). (Re- | 


viewed in Variety, June 10, '53). 
on Nite Ladies—Geary, S. F. 
(20-1). 

Guys and Dolls (B’way Co.)— 
National, Wash. (20-1). 


Guys and Dolls (2d Co.)—Bilt- |, 


more, L. A. (20-1). 

Maid in the Ozarks—Selwyn, Chi. 
(20-1), 
Rasy Faces—Great Northern, Chi. 
(20-1), 

Pal Joey (Harold Lang)—Shu- 
bert, Chi. (20-1). 


South Pacific (Jeanne Bal. Webb 


Tilton)\—Shubert, Detroit (20-1). 


Roundup $1,580, Dallas 


Dallas, July 21. 

The Roundup Theatre, new local 
resident Negro company, grossed 
$1.580 for the six-show run of its 
Opening production, “Walls Rise 
Up.” recently, 

The group's second show will be 
held in August, with Louis Veda 
Quince set to direct the produc- 
tion. Play will be selected from 
among “One‘Foot in Heaven.” “My 
Granny Van” and “Our Town.” 





Phithar- | 
monic Aud (2d wk) ($4.80; 2,670). | 


Better pro- | 
gram this week boosted the take to | 
$48,600, with house record Satur- | 


stitches across his chin when the 
Gainey played the role 


‘overed by makeup 


“FACES? $23,600, CHI: 
JOEY’ UP TO $22,900 


Chicago, July 21, 
Anticipated legit hypo in 
, Summer showed first mild signs of 
materializing last week. An ag- 
gregate of about 10,000 osteopaths 
and music merchants, in conven- 
tions here, helped. 
Estimates for Last Week 
in the Ozarks, 


| 
| 


| Maid 


1(11th wk? ($4.20; 1,000). Twofers | 
|; keeping this in the black at $10.- 
700. 

New Faces, Great Northern 
(12th wk) ($5.00; 1,600). Rallied 
last week to $23,600. 
| Pal Joey, Shubert ($5.00; 2,100) 


(8th wk) (Harold Lang). Hit $22,- 
| 9OU. 





Strawhat Tryouts 


(July 20-Aug. 1) 
America, by T. C. Upham—Cape 
May 
25). 
Ancient Instinct, by 
Miller—Theatre-by-the-Sea, 

nuck, R. I., (27-1). 


Sigmund 
Matu- 


| 
} 
| 


| don Wholey—Sea Cliff (L. I.) Sum- 
jmer Theatre (27-1). 

| Dark Finale, by J. A. S. Coppard 
|—Yardley (Pa.) Summer Theatre 
(21-25). 

| Frogs of Spring, by Nathaniel 
| Benchley — Falmouth Playhouse, 
| Coonamessett, Mass. (27-1). 

Great Scott, by Easter Yaha and 
| Robert Holton—Great Neck (‘L. 1.) 
| Summer Playhouse (27-}). 
| Indoor Sport, by Jack Barker 
| Perry—Merry-Go-Round Theatre, 
Sturbridge, Mass. (21-26). 

K. G., by Halsey Melone—Mal- 
den Bridge (N. Y.) Playhouse 
(29-1). 

Make Momma Happy, by George 
Baxt—Monticello Playhouse, Kia- 
mesha Lake, N. Y. (21-26). 

One Thing After Another, New 
England Mutual Hall, Boston (20- 
25). ‘(Reviewed in Variety, July 
1, °53). 

Once Married, Twice Shy, by 
Lawrence Langner — Westport 
‘Conn.) Country Playhouse (27-1). 

Mr. Peepers, by Marrijane and 
Joseph Hayes—Port Players, Ocon- 
omowoc, Wis. (29-1). 

Remember, Me, by Elaine Car- 
rington — Ivy Tower Playhouse, 
Spring Lake, N. J. (20-25). 

Secribblers Three, by Huntor 
Blore Beaton — Barter Theatre, 
Abingdon, Va. (30-1). 
| See You Tomorrow, by Ned Arm- 
strong—Putnam County Playhouse, 
Mahopac. N. Y. (29-1). 
| Some Little Honor, by Josephine 
' Bentham—Woodstock (N. ¥.) Play- 
house (28-1). 
| Strange Sanctuary, by Holloway 
Branch—Reginald Goode Theatre, 
Clinton Hollow, N. Y. (22-26). 

Strike a Match, by Robert Smith 
—Cape Playhouse, Dennis, Mass. 
| (20-25). ‘Previous tryout reviewed 
in Variety Aug. 27, 52). 

Too Much Amphitryon, by 
George Ross — Putnam County 
Plavhouse, Mahopac, N. Y. (20-24). 

Women Are People, by Milton 
'Kramer—Great Neck (L. I.} Sum- 
mer Theatre (20-25). 








Stage Costumes, Inc., and Cen- 
tury Library, Inc., of New York. 
have merged under the name of 
Century Library, Ine. Klein & 
Weir were filing attorneys at 
‘Albany. 


mid-} 


Selwyn | 


iN. J.) Summer Theatre (21- | 


Chintz and Chippendale, by Gor- | 


‘Waltz’ Steady $40,000: 
‘Ladies’ $13,500, Frisco 


San Francisco, July 21. 
“The Great Waltz” and “Good 


Nite Ladies,” at the Curran and 
Geary respectively, move into their 


| third frames, with tourist influx hy- | 


poing ‘Ladies.’ 
Civie Light Opera subscriptions 
held “Great Waltz” almost steady 
with first week's grosses. 
Estimates for Last Week 


Great Waltz, Curran (2d wk), 
(M-$4.80; 1,775) ‘Dorothy Kirsien. 
John Charles Thomas), $40,000 


previous week, $41,000. 

Good Nite Ladies, Geary 
(C-$3.60; 1,550), $13,500; 
week, $13,000. 


Dolls’ in Merry 
$41,000 D.C. Gait 


21 

For the second straight week in 
the first half of its six-week D.C 
| engagement “Guys And Dolls” 
rolled at a $41,000 gait at the box 
office last week Indications are 
that it will probably do $40,000 or 
hetter the final three 
its scheduled stay at the 
Theatre 

Meantime. the leading 
hatters in the D.C. area did some 
juggling of their schedules as busi 
ness perked up in each of them 

Initial week of “Annie Get Your 


2d wk 


previous 


Washington, July 


for weeks of 


National 


straw- 


Gun” at the Carter Barron Amphi- 
| theatre in Rock Creek Park was 
{good for $19,300, best gate the 


bowl has had since the $30,000 of 
opening week. “Annie” is now in 
a second week 
Management of Washington Fe 

| tival, which operates the Barron 
Amphitheatre, scrapped three of 
its planned one-week 
—‘‘Rose Marie.’ “Rio Rita’ and 
“Roberta.” Instead, it announced, 
three others will play for two 
weeks apiece, instead of the single 
week for which each was scheduled 
These are “Brigadoon,” “High But 


-- 


ton Shoes” and “Carousel.” Ex- 
|; perience showed that the oldie 
| Operettas didn't draw and_ that 


one-week stands built up the over- 
| head. 

| At Olney 
Maryland, 
rang the 


in suburban 
Inc.. finally 
Christopher 
For Burn- 
drew the 
produc- 
Manavement 
extend its 


Theatre 
Plavers 
bell with 
i Fry's “The Lady's Not 
ing.”” The poetic comedy 
| best reviews of any Olney 
tion this “summer. 
promptly decided 
scheduled two-week run to four 
weeks. First week of “Burning” 
brought $4,500 into the boxoffice, 
| the biggest week the strawhatter 
has had this summer. 


‘LOUISIANA’ LOW $27,50 


to 


Pittsburgh, July 21. 
The weather was good last week, 
but the critics said the show 
wasn't, so “Louisiana Purchase’ 
wound up with the lowest take of 
the Civic Light Opera Assn. sea- 


son so far at Pitt Stadium. It did 
only around $27,500 in six per- 
formances, and most of that can 


probably be credited to presence 
of Robert Alda in the starring part. 
Others in the company with Alda 
were Zero Mostel, Viola Essen, 
Holly Harris, Gabrielle and dance 
team of Fisher & Ross. 

Unless things pick up sharply, 
| project this year is likely to wind 
j}up the reddest yet. Not one of 
| the first five attractions has made 
money, but rain can be_ blamed 
| for a couple of them finishing out 
of the money. Current is “Naughty 
Marietta,” with Brian Sullivan, 
Rosemarie Brancato, Jack Goode, 
Ollie Franks and Shannon Bolin. 





‘Bitter’ Sweet $17,300 
In Toronto Tenter 


Toronto, July 21. 

Despite alternating rain and 
| heatwaves, rave reviews of Noel 
| Coward's “Bitter Sweet,” with 
| Robert Shafer and Kaye Connor, 
|racked up a profitable $17,300 as 
| Melody Fair's fifth production of 
| the season, with the tent theatre- 
| in-the-round 1,800-seater scaled at 
$3.40 top. 

Miss Connor stays over in Jer- 
|ome Kern’s “The Cat and the Fid- 
idle.” with two leading men, Ralph 
Herbert and Dick Smart, plus Dun- 
can Noble and Joan Kibrig in com- 
edy dances. Bettina Rosay_ is 
choreographer for the ensembles. 
i Bertram Yarborough is director, 
|with Arthur Lief batoning. Leigh- 
ton K. Bill is executive producer 
of Melody Fair, with Ben Kamsler 
jas g.m. 





productions | 


FOR PITT STADIUM WEEK 


Heat Wilts B way, Despite Shriners; 
| ‘Can-Can’516, Me’ $47,700, ‘S.P.’ 266, 





Utah Summer Festival 


Winds With 506 Take 


Salt Lake 21 


U. of Utah annual summer fe 
tival grossed a disappointing meat 
$50,000 when it wound up ils 
‘Naughty Marietta’ and “La ‘Tra 
viata” combo at Ute Stadium i 
Saturday 18 

“Marieita’ it ix-p 
formance run on July 6 with only 


City, July 


opened 


2.000 attending the preem, and 
“Traviata” following with fou 
performances = starting = July 15 
didn't do much to hypo the sale 
cf tix. 

University has been combining 
'opera with operetta successfull 
for several yvears, using ihe short 
har to carry the longhal Last 
vear the b.o. was Okay, wid “Ki 
Me isate’’ puliing in the ¢ itome 
and ‘Samson ind Delitah’ goin 

long for the r:ce 

Productions featured Jobin Dru 
ary Grant Garnell and Beverly 
Sills. Maurice Al ravanel was mu 
sical director and C. Loweli Lee 


Kate’ 356, L vill; 
$10,300, Fort Wayne 


Louisville, July 21 

“Kiss Me Kate,” which opened 
the lTroquois Amphitheatre out 
door season Monday (13), tallied a 
sock $35,000 for the seven-day 
stanza ending Sunday (19). Figure 
topped that set by “Carousel,’ 
which opened the 1952) summer 


season at the al fresco spot. Com 
fortable temperatures brought out 


the patrons. Saturday's (18) per 
| formance was a sellout 

| Gil Lamb heads the cast of 
“Sweethearts,” which opened for 
a seven-day stanza Monday (20 


Rounding out the cast tor the Vie 


\tor Herbert operetta will be Mary 
Roche, John Elliott, Doris Patston 
Paul Best, Melton Moore and Nat 
Burns 

| “Kate” was staved by Edward 
Clarke Lilley, with Edward Hunt 
musical and choral director, Rollo 


| Wayne, scenic designer, and Wil- 


| liam Holbrook, choreographer 
| Denis Du-For handled the entire 
production. 

B.O. Round Set 


Fort Wayne, July 21. 

All boxoffice records were sliat- 
tered in the four-day showing ot! 
|*Kiss Me Kate” by the Fort Wayne 
| Light Opera Festival, Inc., July 
| 10-13. Total attendance for 
production in the Franke 
Outdoor Theatre was 7.114, with 
| gross hitting $10,300. The Cole 
| Porter musical brought such a de 
|mand for tickets that the original 
i plans to offer it only three nights 
|had to be changed, with a Monday 
show added. 

The show starred Jeanne Beau- 
'vais, Paul Ukena and Robert Em- 
|mett. Next production Choco 
| late Soldier,” scheduled for July 
| 24-26. 

‘Girl’ Pleasant $56,000 
In Kaycee Al Fresco 
Kansas City, July 31. 

Steady turnout in the Swope 
Park theatre brought “Bloomer 
i Girl’ in at $56.000, a pleasant fig- 
ure, but a bit under pace set by 
| previous shows on the Starlight 
| Tre*tre schedule. “Bloomer Girl,’ 
as the fourth production, lived up 
to season's standards in lavish cos- 
tumes and sets, with some cracker- 
| jack performances by Nanci 
Crompton, Avon Long, Kyle Mc- 
| Donnell and Joseph Macauley. 
| “On Your Toes” opened Monday 


Park 


1s 


night (20). Cast includes Ray Me- 
Donald, Pauline Deniston. Maria 
Karnilova, Jen Nelson, Alex Fish- 


er and Joe Macauley. 


ré . * , * 
Pacific’ 366, Detroit 
Detroit, July 21. 

Touring edition of “South Pa- 
| cific,” with Jeanne Bal and Webb 
| Tilton costarred, drew a moderate 
1$36.000 at the Shubert here last 
| week, the eighth stanza of its lo- 
cal run. 
| Gross was 1.500 below the pre- 
leeding week, but about $400 over 
'the take for two weeks before. 





+ 


the | 


Ttch’ $22,800, Skulnik-Whorf $18,200 


After a brief rally from the tra- 
ditional July 4 slump, Broadway 
took it on the whiskers last week. 

Shriners convention brought 
enough business in the fore-week 


to bolster grosses slightly, but at- 
tendance hit the toboggan Thurs- 
day night (16) and was brutal for 
the rest of the week. Soaring tem- 


peratures and the weekend exodus 


emphasized the b.o. downbeat 
Virtually all shows registered 
drops in receipts, with wholesale 


reports of brokers eating tickets for 

! hits. Onlv two shows, "“Can- 
Can’ and “Wonderful Town,” had 
clean statements 


Ro 


ic 


few 
annual 
with the 


next 
the 


prospects for the 
wecks are grim, but 
Pickup is due Aug. 17, 
possibility of at least a flurry of 
action a week or so before that 


Estimates for This Week 


Keus: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama R (Revue), 
Vi¢ (Musical Come MD (Mu- 

cal Dra a QO (Opera 

Othe pare thetic d inuathions 
reqay respectively to top prices; 

ber of eats, capacity gross 
ind = stars Price includes 20° 
aqnusenient faa but orosses are 
ROE! $4 erclusivge of tag 

Can-Can, Shubert (llth wk) 
MC-$7.20; 1.361; $50,160) Just 
unde. $51,000 previous week, 
$50. 800) 

Dial M for Murder, Plymouth 
38th wk) (D-$4.80; 1.062; $29,815) 
Maurice Evans Over $14,200 
previous week, $18.000) 


Fifth Season, Cort (26th wk) (C- 


$4.80; 1.056; $25.°77 ‘Menasha 

Skulnik Richard Whort) Over 

$18,200 (previous week, $21,700). 
King and I, St. James (121st wk) 


M1)-$7.20 1571 $5).717) (Yul 
Brynner’), Under $31,100 (previous 
week, $34,100) 

Me and Juliet, M 
(MC -%7 20: 1.510: $58 000). Reached 
$47,700 ‘previous week, $58,000), 

My 3 Aneels, Morocco (19th wk) 
(-$4.80; 935: $242°957) Over $9- 
BOO ‘previous week, $12,400) 

Picnic, Music Box (2lst wk) (CD. 
$6-$4.80; 997; $27.534). Just under 
$21.000 (previous week, $24,700) 


jestic (8th wk) 


Porgy and Bess, Zieefeld (19th 
wk (()-$6: 1.628: $48 244) Over 
$16.500. excluding tax (previous 
week, $20 100) 

Seven Year Itch, Fulton (35th 
wk) ((°-$6-$4.80 1,063 $24,400) 
Tom Ewell). Over $22,800 (pre- 
vious week, $24,600) 

South Pacific. Broadway (217th 
wk) (MC-56-$4.80; 1,900; $44,000) 
Martha Wright, Georve Britton), 
Exactly $26,000) (previous week, 


$27.900) 


Wish You Were Here, Jinperial 


56th wk) (MC-%$7.20: 1,400; $52,- 
O80) Under $29.400 (previous 
week, $32,800) 

Wonderful Town, Winter Gar- 
den (21st wk) (MC-$7.20; 1,510; 


$54,173) ‘Rosalind Russell). Almost 
$55,200 ‘previous week, $55,200). 


‘KATF’ FINE $40.090 FOR 
DALLAS SEASON’S MARK 


Dallas, July 21. 

State Fair Musicals’ third sum- 
mer staying, “Kiss Me, Kate,” 
drew a fine $40,000 for its second 
and closing week through Sunday 
(19), for the season’s bwtyest week, 
Cole Porter revival had Jose Fer- 
rer and Lisa Kirk as costars: sup- 
ported by Patricia Bright, Waliy 
Brown, Franklin Kennedy, Rosetta 
Lenoir, Mort Marshall and Atkins 
& Coles 

“Girl Crazy” opened a two-week 
run last night (Mon). Jack Carson 
a’°.d Margaret Whiting star in the 
Gerst.win revival. Featured are 
Stanley Prager, Ann _ Crowley, 
Ferdi Hoffman. Norbert Winkler 
and Atkins & Coles. Show's book 
has been updated by Prager and 
stave director George Schaefer for 
this staging. 


‘Winkle’ Rips to $48,000 


In Its St. Louis Tryout 


St. Louis, July 21, 

Mixed reviews and sizzling tem- 
perature greeted the world preem 
of the musical version of “Rip Van 
Winkle.” an Edwin McArthure 
Morton Da Costa production in the 
al fresco Forest Park Theatre and 
piece wound up a one-week frame 
Sunday (19) with estimated gross 
of $48,000. Standout in lead roles 


were Winifred Heidt, Lawrence 
Brooks, Sylvia Karlton and Edwin 
Steffe. 


“No, No, Nanette” has been ree 
vived for the fifth time and plece 
teed off a seven-night stand last 


jnight (Mon.), 











LEGITIMATE 
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Legit 

Pressagent Wolfe Kaufman has | 
optioned, for production this sea- | 
son, “Mr. Byculla,” Jo Eisinger’s | 
dramatization of a melodramatic 
novel by Eric Linkiater ... Arthur 
Schwartz and Alan Jay Lerner | 
have postponed until next goaees | 
their proposed production of their 
own musical comedy version of | 
“L'il Abner,” the Al Capp comic | 
strip .. . Patricia Barry is signed | 
for the femme lead, opposite Leon | 
Ames, in “The Paradise Question,” 
Richard Maibaum- Walter Hart 
comedy to be produced next fall | 
by Elaine Perry, after a strawhat 
tou 
Albert H. Fisher, rather than 
“Muntington Hartford, 2d, will be 
? producer of “Daphne,” new 
thaddeus C. Suski play. Mean- 

iile, Hartford is writing a new 
iramatization of “Jane Eyre,” to 
be titled “Shadow of the Past,’ 
to star his wife, Marjorie Steele 
Bruce Becker and Robert Ellis. | 
who already hold the legit rights | 
to Marcel Pagnol’s “The Baker’: 
Wife,” have also optioned Jacques 
Deval’s “Tonight in Samarcand,’ 
but haven't set an adaptor “The 
Winner,” by Elmer Rice, has been 
added to the Playwrights Co 
schedule for production in De 
cembel! 

Charles Isenberg, formerly with 
the William Morris and _ Flora 
Roberts agencies, has opened his 
own office to handle play and lit- | 
erary scripts Bill Penn takes 
over today (Wed.) as the juvenile | 
in “Fifth Season,” succeeding 
Dick Kallman, who withdrew for} 
nitery engagements as a singer 
Eddie Blum is handling legit in 
the William Morris office during 
Charlie Baker's vacation ... Paul 
Ross, editor-publisher of the Play- 
ers’ Guide, sails next Wednesday 
(29) on the Queen Mary for 4 two- 
month visit to England’ and 
France. 

Shirley BaHard, a film and TV 
actress, will make her legit bow as | 
Miss Morris, the secretary, and | 
understudy to femme lead Louise | 
King in the touring edition of | 
“Seven Year Itch” Charles Cona- | 
way and Raymond Leicht are 
*suditioning’ backers for’ their 
proposed production of “Packaged | 
in Paris,”” a musical comedy by | 
George Marion and Harry Revel, | 
budgeted at $160,000, with provi- | 
sion for 20°) overcall John van 
Druten sailed over the weekend for 
London to sit in on finai castings 
and then stage the London produc- | 
tion of “King and I.” 

“Daphne,” a comedy by Thad- 
deus C. Suski, is announced for fall 
production by Huntington Hart- | 
ford, 2d, who recently bought the | 
Vine St. Theatre, Hollywood, with 
the idea of converting it as a legit 
house Audrey Christie is stand- 
ing by for Rosalind Russell, ““Won- 
derful Town” star, who has been 
going on despite laryngitis Ed 
ward Kook, head of Century Light- 
ing, is vacationing at Martha’s 
Vineyard Jed Harris, original 
director of “Crucible,” dropped in 
once or twice to see individual 
scenes during the Broadway run, 
but never saw a complete perform- | 
ance since before the premiere. 

Pressagent Arthur Cantor has 
sold two photo layouts to the Sun- 
day drama section of the N.Y.| 
Times Besides his various other 
current and future playwrighting 
projects, Paul Green has written 
the book for “Hoe Down,” a musi- | 








NEW PLAYS (2) WANTED 


Recognized piay agent wants at teast two 
Unproduced and PREVIOUSLY UNREPRE 
SENTED plinys for sale to new Broadway 
Production Unit, Comedy—Dramas. NO MU- 
SICALS! Immediate option advance for right 
script. SEND LETTER FIRST for additional 
information. One to two-week readings. BOX 
V. 202, Variety, 154 W. 46th St.. New 
Veork 36. N. Y, 








ONLY 19 MILES FROM TIMES SQUARE 


BEVAN HOTEL 


LARCHMONT, N. Y. TEL. LA. 2-0602 


On Long Island Sound 

Bathing Beach 
Outdoor Sports 
Rehearsal Rooms 

75 Rooms 


3 Pianos * * * 
Very Cool Bar 








| recovered 
| regular duties for incoming Broad- 


coal,” 


| M 


, of New 


CLO 
| 


ispent weeks whipping into shape a 


|/as supporting cast. 


Edward 1V 


Bits 
cal to have American folk songs. 
Show is to be produced and di-| 
rected by Charles W. Christenberry | 
Jr., with Warren P. Munsell gen- 
eral manager and Curtis Biever 
musical director Among the West 
Indies cruise passengers sailing on | 
the Santa Rosa from N.Y. last! 
weekend (17) were Julie Haydon > 
and George Jean Nathan. 
Playwright Eugene Lerner, who's | 
spending a year in Europe to work | 
on a new script, has been dividing 
his time between Paris and Rome. 
Robert van Hooten, an actor 
in the resident company at the 
Houston Playhouse, is returning to 
N. Y. for a medical checkup and 
rest, after having a heart attack. 
Bob Herrman succeeds him with 
the Houston troupe . .. Leo Brode, 
veteran legit sign man who retired 
recently after a severe illness, has 
and returned to his 





way shows . Composer Lamar 
Stringfield, in town from Char- 
lotte, N. C., for confabs with prod- 
ucers David Aldrich and Anna 
Wiman regarding his background | 
score for “Sodom. Tennessee,” will 


also see about a possible production | 
of his folk-musical, “Carolina Char- 
and a ballet, with choreog- 
raphy by Ruthanna Boris, of his 
“Legend of John Henry Samuel 
M. Chartock, doing business as S 
Chartock, Gilbert & Sullivan 
Co., was tagged for a $3,231 judge- 
ment last week in an_e action! 
brought by the National City Bank 
York 
Doretta Morrow 


will play Mar- | 


| sinah in Edwin Lester’s production | 


musical 
at the 
for a| 


of “Kismet,” new legit 
which will debut Aug. 

Philharmonic Aud., L. A., 
pre-Broadway tryout as the final | 
offering of the coast Civic Light 
Opera Assns 

Louis J. Culp, now serving his 
third year as business manager of 
the Fort Wayne Light Overa Fes- 
tival, Inc., which annually pro- 
duces a summer season of musical 
comedies and operettas at the 
Franke Park Outdoor Theatre, has 
been named to fu!ltime post ot | 
business manager of the Fort 
Wayne Civic Theatre, He will con- | 
tinue as vice-president and a di-| 
rector of the’ Fort Wayne Light 
Opera Festival. 

Jean Fenn, who made her debut 
with the L. A. Civie Light Opera | 
in 1950, has signed with the Met- 
ropolitan Opera. She is under | 
personal contract to Edwin Lester, 
managing director. 


: Stratford | 
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Coa Continued from page 


the American girl who has had a 
big success in England, and a large 
technical staff, with several as- 
sistant producers. This last group | 


corps of capable Canadian actors | 
Result has al- | 
ready made history. 
International Interest 
Guthrie and Guinness” chose | 
“Richard IIL” and “All's Well That | 
Ends Well” as their two produc- | 
tions, to alternate nightly from | 
July 13 to Aug. 15. Fest attracted | 
international attention. New York | 
' 





Riehard il | 


Stratford Shakespearean’ Festival of 
Canada Foundation presentation of drama | 


by William Shakespeare. Staged by Ty-j 
rone Guthrie. Designed by Tanya Moisei 
witsch. At Stratford, Ont., July 15, °53 
Richard : Alec Guinness 


George 
Brackenbury 
Hastings 


Lloyd Bochner 
William Hutt 
Douglas Campbell 


Anne Amelia Hall | 
Tressel Bruce Scott | 
Berkeley Neil Carson | 
Rivers rye Ee . Norman Roland | 
Vaughan . . Richard Easton | 
ter ithedsivakescws ° Alex Smith 

OT” See rer rer Douglas Rain 


Queen Elizabeth .. 
Buckingham 


Betty Leighton | 
Robert Christie 


Ae ee . George Alexander 
Queen Margaret ....... Irene Worth | 
Catesby ‘ . Timothy Findley | 


Edward Holmes 





sent top critics like Brooks Atkin- 
son, Walter F. Kerr and William 
Hawkins to cover the events. “Rich- | 
ard III” opened the fest in cos: | 
tumed glory; “All’s Well” followed | 
next night, in modern dress. “Rich- | 
ard,” though spectacular, opened | 
to mixed recepiion; an elegant! 
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“Porgy and Bess” 
19th Week ZIEGFELD, NEW YORK 


CALLOWAY | 


Sportin’ i'fe 





.. . dramatic.’ 


“—electrifying . . 


—Walter F. Kerr. N. Y. Herald Tribune 


| 
| 





- joyous and unflagging energy 























Mgt.: BILL MITTLER, 1619 Broadway, New York 











| he had 


la real Guthrie achievement. Donald 
| Hanon, 


| worthy 


|; welcome addition to 
| growing 


i the 


| let’s state facts. “Stock in Trade,” 


“All’s Well” to a much more fa-| 
vorable one. Costumes and decor 
by Tanya Moiseiwitsch rated) 
bravos. 

Perhaps Patterson and his spon- 
soring committee might have been 
more pleased with a different show 
for opening night. The choice of | 
“Richard” was not thought to be a 
happy one. However, this selection 
was made by Guthrie and Guinness 
and after seeing the performance 
one could uhderstand why. 

Richard’s wooings have always 
been considered strange and the 
love play of Guinness over a corpse 
is certain to cause the raising of 
critical eyebrows. But whether one 
agrees or not, Guinness is always 
interesting and exciting. 

The characterization of Richard 
by Guinness has already stirred up 
controversy He did not “ham’’ it 
up as we have seen it on occasions; 
he was sly, slippery and wicked, yet 
restrained. He walked with a slight 
Jimmy Durante shuffile and his 
makeup was a masterpiece. While 
some in the audience laughed in 
spots, Guinness did not play for 
comedy. He scemed to have the 
same sort of ruthless wickedness 








, * 

All's Well That Ends 

Well 

Stratford Shakespearean’ Festival 
Canada Foundation presentation of 
edy by William Shakespeare. Staged by 
Tyrone Guthrie. Designed by Tanya Moi 
seiwitsch. At Stratford, Ont., July 14, °53 
King of France Alec Guinness 
Countess of Rousillion Eleanor Stuart 
Bertram Pee PR Donald Harron 


of 


com 


rrr ie P Irene Worth 
PPPOE ccccurccceseee Douglas Campbell 
Lafeu Michael Bates 
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as that of the late John Christie, 


the equally prolific murderer, | 
although for a different purpose. | 


|For two acts Guinness paced him- | 


self and in the third act pulled out 
all the stops for a sock finish, and 
it. 

When the cast came up for “All's 
Well” they were in better form— 
the strain was off, and they went 
to town. Again Guthrie's sparkling 
production, and once more the 
brilliant acting by Guinness, play- 
ing the gracious old French king 
in delightful contrast to Richard. | 
In this show Miss Worth really 
shone most brilliantly. As Helena 
she was an eyeful, with that spark 
of talent that spells boxoffice 

As on the opening night, one was 
impressed with the tempo of the 
production. To accomplish such 
pacing on such a small space was | 


Eleanor Stewart, Douglas 
Campbell and Michael Bates gave 
supporting performances, 
as did Amelia Hall opening night. 

This Shakespearean Festival is a 
the rapidly 
summer dramatic fare. 
Everybody wishes Stratford well, 
and congratulations are in order 
on a very auspicious start. 





This Holidaying Busman 
Resents Hayward Review 


New York 


Editor, VARIETY: 

Leland Hayward is not the only 
New Yorker who takes a busman’s | 
holiday by examining the straw- 
hat circuit, and so several of us| 
who also saw “Stock in Trade,” 
Bermuda revue that aroused 
his violent disapproval in your is- 
sue of July 15, are wondering, just 
wondering. 

Let’s not argue about opinions; 


a clearly experimental venture, | 
opened after only 10 days of re- | 
hearsal, and its cast (as Hayward 
indicates) and its material were not 
yet all installed. Yet he compares 
it unfavorably with ‘“‘Lend an Ear,” | 
but the finished, $80,000 Broadway | 
production, not the experimental | 
beginning, months previous, in a| 


little-theatre project on the Coast. | up actually involves two different | 


He says that only one member of 


the cast shows the slightest talent. | scripts approved by all three mem- | 
The cast (it’s Equity, by the way, | bers. : 


even in Bermuda) includes Alice 


Pearce, Jean Caples, Betty Oakes, ! but 





| major portion. 


| activities 


| and 


| manager. 


| Whitehead's p.a. 


ing houses in Chicago, Boston, 
Philly and other road cities, be- 
sides numerous and valuable ncn- 
show business real estate. 
Although the Shuberts are no 
longer more than sporadically ac- 
tive in the actual production of 


/shows under their own banner, 


they have a substantial stake in 
production, principally through 
financial participation in shows put 
on by other managements. Some 
of these ventures are nominally 
presented by Shubert associates; 
others are genuinely independent 
projects in which the Shuberts in- 
vest. sometimes by guaranteeing 
union bonds, frequently on a dol- 
lar-for-dollar basis and occasionally 
as straight backers. 

Although details of the Stevens- 
Whitehead-Dowling combination 
haven’t been revealed, the setup 
is known to involve several differ- 
ent parts. The $1,000,000 capital, 
in the form of stock, will come 
from various sources, with Stevens 
presumably supplying or raising a 
There are to be 
two related corporations for pro- 
ducing plays and apparently a 
third to operate theatres. 

Playwrights’ Part 

Contrary to the announcement, 
there’s apparently some question 
whether the Playwrights Co. will 
be a part of the new setup. Al- 


Playwrights, there has been no 
vote by the latter group on the 


matter and none appears likely be- 
fore early September, when Max- 
well Anderson will have returned 
from the Coast and Robert FE. Sher- 
wood is back from T7ngland. 


Press release announcing the 
new group stated that the Play- 
wrights would “continue as a 


separate entity, but its producing 
and its offices will be 


combined with the new corvora- 


| tion, in which it will have a finan- 


cial interest.” New outfit is to have 


| Offices in the top two floors of the 


Gaiety Theatre Bldg.. 
45th St., N. 
City Investing Co., 
ing is president 
Whether other members of the 
Playwrights Co., also including at- 
torney John D. Wharton, will go 


at Broadway 
Y.. owned by 
of which Dowl- 


| along with the proposed new setup, 


remains to be seen. Deal reported- 
ly calls for the Playwrights to buy 
$100,000 worth of stock in the new 
group. Playwrights production 


| would be financed as limited part- 


nerships, as heretofore, with the 
Playwrights having final authority 
to select scripts, but with the new 


| group committed to supply half the 


backing, up to $30,000. 


Stevens, as president of the 
new group, is to serve on a part- 
time basis, without salary. White- 
head, as executive vice-president 
in charge of production, is under- 
stood slated to get 114°) of the 
gross of all shows the group pre- 
sents, and is to have a production 
staff of six, including a general 
Press release on the 
story was issued by Barrv Hvams, 
Dowling’s duties 
are not specified in the announce- 
ment, but he will reportedly have 
an advisory status, without salary. 

Although the new combine has 
taken 10-vear leases on the Moros- 
co ‘at $60,000 a year), Fulton 
($50,000) and Coronet ($50,000) 
Theatres on Broadway, the status 


of City Playhouses, Inc., a City In- | 


vesting subsidiary that had previ- 


ously operated them, is not indi- | 


cated. However, City Plavhouses, 


of which Louis A. Lotito is presi- | 
| dent, 


146th Street, N. Y.. and the Nation- 


continues to operate 


al, Washington, the latter in part- 

nership with producers Richard 
Aldrich and Richard Myers. 
Two Producing Setups 

It's understood that the new set- 


producing entities. One would do 
The other would do those 
picked by Whitehead and Stevens, 
not acceptable 


and Dana & Wood. They helped However, it’s believed that matters 
make the show smooth, highly en-|relating to theatre operation, in- | 


tertaining summer theatre fare. 
Rogers E. M. Whitaker 


fof the New Yorker mag staff.) be decided by majority vote of all 





‘Pygmalion’ 7G, Matunuck 
Matunuck, R. I., July 22. 


| three members. 


Group will take over actual oper- 


| ation of the three houses in ques- 


Carol Channing grossed a neat tion as soon as “present commit- 


' $7,000 in “Pygmalion” at the Thea- | ments terminate.” 
j}a Person's 


tre-by-the-Sea here last week. 


Thus, “Stars in 
Backyard,” 


Alexis Smith and Victor Jory are | Presson play, has been assigned by 


current 
Candle.” 


in “Bell, Book 


and Robert Whitehead, who holds the 
joption, as the first presentation of 


Major Legit War 


Continued from page 1 


| though Stevens is a member of the |} 


the | 


to Dowling. | 


cluding bookings of shows into the | 
| Morosco, Fulton and Coronet, will 


| 


new Jan! 
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the new outfit (according to the 
press release, Dowling will appar- 
ently not participate) and it would 


presumably be headed for the 
Morosco following the current run 
of “My 3 Angels” there. 


Neither of the other two houses 
| is available for bookings, as “Seven 
| Year Itch” is firmly established at 
| the Fulton and the London hit. 





|‘“Little Hut,” is scheduled to open 
| Oct. 5 at the Coronet. Althouch 
| Dowling has discounted the pros 
pect of any new theatre constri: 
{tion by the group in the immedi- 
ate future, he implied that it might 
buy other houses, and mentioned 
again that City Investing holds a; 
undisclosed site of land on wes} 
side of mid-Manhattan suitable fo; 
such building. 

Besides its legit properties, Cit, 
Investing also owns the Astor, Vic- 
|toria and Bijou filmeries and sey- 
;eral other properties in the Times 
|Square district, besides non-show 
biz holdings elsewhere in New 
| York and in other cities. It is thus 
| already the principal rival to the 
|Shuberts and, with the addition of 
more theatres, it would be in a po- 
sition to offer serious competition 
| perhaps even setting up its own 
|road booking organization to vie 
| with the Shubert-controlled United 
Booking Office. 

Stevens, besides being president 
of the new outfit and a member of 
|the Playwrights Co., also operates 
as an independent producer and in- 
vestor. Among his multiple realty 
interests is understood to be $100.- 
000 stock in City Investing, and he 
is believed to be the prime moti- 
vating force behind the new group, 
since he has long been an advocate 
of combined play producing-theatre 
|operating. He has also repeatedly 
peg interest in establishing 
| 


some sort of repertory or perma- 
nent stock company outfit in New 
| York. He is a board member and 
| a Substantial angel of the American 
| National Theatre & Academy. 

Whitehead, co-producer of 
“Media,” ‘‘Member of the Wed- 
ding” and “Time of the Cuckoo,” 
|} was managing director of the 
| ANTA Play Series two seasons ago 
| Dowling, besides his presidency of 
City Investing, is a frequent inves- 
|tor in Broadway productions and 
{is board chairman of ANTA. 


MARGO JONES PREPPING 
EIGHTH DALLAS SEASON 


Dallas, July 21. 

Margo Jones, managing director 
of Theatre ’53, will open her new 
30-week season Nov. 2. Seven new 
scripts and two ciassic revivals will 
be staged, each with a three-week 
run. Three weeks of repertory will 
wind the 1953-54 season. Past sea- 
sons consisted of six new plays, 
two revivals and six weeks of in- 
terspersed repertory. 


With no plays selected for the 
| upcoming eighth season, Miss 
Jones goes to N. Y. next month for 
a 60-day playreading session and 
to engage her company. Upped 
prices, from $2.50 to $3 top, are 
skedded for the new season. 

















ADVANCE AGENTS! 
COMPANY MANAGERS ! 


We have been serving theatrical 
shows @or over 42 years. Ours is 
the oldest, most reliable and ex- 
perienced transfer company on the 


| 
|e 


West Coast! 
Railroad privileges for handling 
shows and theatrical fuggage. 


© Complete warehouse facilities! 
® Authorized in California. Equipped 

to transfer and haul anywhere in 
U.S! 


RATES ON REQUEST ! 


Atlantic Transfer Company 
GEORGE CONANT 
601 East Sth Street 
Los Angeles 12, Calif. 
MUtual 8121 or OXford 9-4764 











COSTUMERS 


Rhinestone Accessories 
Crowns, Tiarras, Scepters, Necklaces, Earrings. 
Pins, Buekles, Buttons. All Hand Made. 
Guaranteed Never to Tarnish. First Quality 
Austrian Stones, Hand Pronged. Must See te 
Appreciate, 


Rhinestone Jewelry By 
HERSCHAFT 


13 &. 31st Street 7 N.Y. 16, N. Y.- 
MUrray Hill 4-7287 
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from 1-4:30, although some shops 
are open. 


Hilton’s Madrid Hotel Premiere 


Continued from page 16 ee ae 
11 are the thing. Lunch and siesta | femains the best buy with a 2,300- 


There’s a saucy saloon song-| 
stress, Marie Martine by name, | 
hereabouts which caused some | 
confusion with the more staid 


Mary Martin’s identity. 

Otto Horcher, reputed to have 
been okayed out of Berlin by Her- 
mann Goering, operates Horch- 
er’s, top eatery here, although the 
new Commodore has the best food 
in town. The Jockey Club is a 
yoad company’ French 
Night hfe in the summer is de- 
voted to Villa Rosa and Villa this- 
or-that, meaning outdoor patios, a 
la the Sans Souci or Tropicana in 
Havana. Too much flamenco in 
some but surprisingly plenty of 
the latest dance pops in others. 
The pilots must do a great song- 
legging business for some of their 
fave maestros. 
market, the 4 am. curfew 
given rise to foodeasies for 
snacks. 

RCA’s Gabriel Soria is the first 
chief barker of the new Variety 
Club of Madrid which means that 
show biz junkets to London, Paris 
and Madrid will be the thing for 
resnective local charitiés. Bull- 
figiiters are the counterpart of 
stars for local window-dressing. 
TWA’s John Haskell set up the 
Soria-Madrid-VC deal. 

Alcoholics Not Anonymous 

Chicote Bar, in the Gran Via, is 
a showplacé of the world with its 
estimated 2,000 to 5,000 botties of 
every type of bottled 
scientifically set up country-by- 
country. It’s an automatic mu- 
seum for the cognoscenti and a 
great stunt for any American bis- 
tro with an unused cellar to put 
it on the map. 

Toreador costume 
ting a whirl from 
femmes who go for 
and trick skimmers. 
top bullfighters’ clothes emporium 
has a crude English legend, “For 
Command (orders) Cash Payable 
50°,” meaning half-down on all 
orders. 
Japanese dressmaker's parallel in 
Tokyo, via the legend: “You can 
always have a fit upstairs.” 

C. C. Philippe’s slogan for 
Spain: the four extremes—Span- 
ish pride, paintings, poverty and 
plenty. 

Strongly Catholic 


has 
late 


makers get- 
the Yank 
the 


Spain 


liquors, | 


eatery. | 


Also on the tabu | 


; 


_ 








franc minimum (over $6) tab. 
Every tourist trap makes the near 
northside Chi stripperies and 
New Yofk’s 52d St. look like 
Santa Claus Lane, both on price 
and show comparison. Champagne 
is 6,000 frances ($18) in a land 


where they grow the stuff and 
cognac, also domestic, is 4,500 


francs ($13.50) a shot in the posh 
bistros. 


Paris’ 2 Top Attractions 


But still they come 
this vear, the Germans and Scan- 
dinavians, who travel in packs. 
The French provincials also pile 
in. The two top tourist attrac- 
tions, of course, remain the Folies 
Bergere and the Eiffel Tower. 

Ruby Richards (“La Perle 
Noire”), in the Folies Bergere. | 
after some five years in the local | 
niteries and in the Paul Derval 
revue, due back in September at | 
Lou Walters’ Latin Quarter, N.Y. | 

Ethel Smith taking her organolog ' 
into the Moulin Rouge, which is 
now a large-capacity vaudery in 
Montmartre. 

La Calavados, all-nitery near the 
George V, is the top windup spot} 
for onion soup, etc., with Harlemite 
Charlie Beal at the ivories. Los 
Latinos, guitar trio, augmenting | 
the talent. 

Hotel 


especially 


George WV and Plaza-) 


Athenee bossman Francois Dupre 


convalescing in Switzerland fol- 
lowing flu attack, with Max Blouet 
holding down the fort at the V. 


While prices are high, Maggie 
and Louis Vaudable’s Maxim’s, 


Claude Terrail’s La Tour d’Argent, 
and kindred spots, continue giving 
best value. Their prices were high 
fundamentally, but deservedly. Al- 


| bert, famed maitre d’ at Maxim's, 


boleros | 
Sign in the} 
| sation pieces. 


Tex McCrary recalled a} 


and | 


Portugal are strict on tops for men | 
and conservative bathing attire for | 


women. Binocular beach cops do 
the policing. 
spot, and it’s according to your 
Station. In Spain you must wear 
longer shorts (men), i.e. down 
more to the knees. A N. Y. Times- 
Man reportedhy was fined $75 in 
Lisbon for lacking a shirt, and an 


English comic, when he drew a 
rap of 500 escudos in Portugal 
($12.54), begged “no publicity 


please as my public back home 
will never believe that that’s all it 
was for.” 

Spain is cheap but the Ameri- 
cans already are spoiling it with 
oversized tips and no concept of 
local peseta values, on the local 
level. Castellana Hilton 
prices, however, are nearer 
U. S. standard but are 
tioned; service is English-speaking 


the 


You're fined on the | 


| 
} 


| 


room | 


aircondi- | 


and - , . | 
anc geared to the American idea. | 


The hotel's nitery, the Rendez- 
Vous Room, is 
after the same-named room in Hil- 
ton’s Hotel Plaza, N. Y. 


even patterned | 


continues a Parisian institution. 
Terrail’s super-structure ‘sheik’s 
tent” atop his Left Bank eatery is 
one of the newest Parisian conver- 


Irvin Marks, longtime Broad- 
way managers’ rep in Paris, back 
in high as rep for the Shuberts. 
Additionally, he has several indus- | 
trial projects. The Jack Sadowskys 
(Trini) rejoined Marks on one of | 
their periodic visits. 


When Eorrah Pours j 


Whenever Borrah Minevitch 
throws a cocktailery it’s a Parisian 
event because he whips up the 
best American-type groceries, hard- 
to-get Scotch, bourbon, ete., and 
above all has a flair for attracting 
a cross-section of personalities that 
reads like a Hollywood-Broadway- 
West End-Champs Elysees who's 
who. Incidentally, the facelift job 
he did on his rue Spontini pent- 
house is a decor delight; ditto for 
the “moulin” (mill) at Mereville. | 
some 50 miles outside of Paris, 
which is now locally known as 
“Minevitcheville.” 

Cynda Glenn plans buying an 
Etoile sector apartment building. 
including a swank restaurant which 
she would operate along Franco- 
American standards. 


Clark Gable’s constant com- 
panionship with the model from 
Schiaparelli’s leaves little doubt 


as to the romance interest. Gable 
to Holland next week to 0.0. loca- 
tions for his next film. 

Universal's general European 
sales chief, Harry Novak, recuping 
from an op on his optics. This 


| cramps his golfing style with John 


Mary Martin was told that her | 


toreador’s cape should be stomped 


on to look old and also that a lit- | 


tle bull's blood also helps. She 
shied away from that “aging proc- 
ess” for fear she’d wind up being 
called “Bloody Mary” instead of 
‘Nellie Forbush.” 


That Dear, Dear Paree, 


Toujours the Big Lure 

; Paris, July 21. 
Paris the same—magnifique. 
Prices are murder, everybody 
reams, but this is the first port 
of call. They leave for so-called 


rT 


/ 


| throw the equally 


“cheaper” capitals—and talk about 


the beauty of Paris. 

Little things make for big sign- 
posts, and when Roger Baurieux, 
the chef d'orchestre of Monsign- 


furs, confessed “the Americans stay | 
shane | and naturally OK for the Amer-,| 


but two or three days,” perhaps 


the French Tourist Bureau should | 


down to a reasonable facsimile of 


really do something to bring things | 


21, Saks 5th Ave. and the Latin | 


Quarter. 
The Lido has its best show and 


| Roosevelt (N.Y.) manager, who now 


“von 


B. Nathan (Par) and David Lewis 
(Metro), his cronies. Lacey ‘Colum- 
bia Picts) Kastners vacationing in 
Spain, some 50 miles outside of} 
Barcelona. Mrs. Lewis dittoing in 
Capri. 

G-String S.A.—Male Idea 


Rene Fraday knows how to 
make standard Yank acts shape up! 
as daring headliners at Le Lido. 
The Cabots, for example, are 
stripped right down to their short- 
est gym shorts, as the two boys 
unclad femme 
partner around. Ditto the Lane 
Bros., whose acro-comedics show | 
up best in the mammoth nitery. 

Joe Driessen, Hollander who was 
with Sammy Watkins and kindred 
bands around Cleveland and Cin- 
cinnati, is the Yank jive kid with 
the fiddling Monseigneurs outfit, | 


ican trade. 

EX-RKO topper N. Peter Rath- 
is practically a native son. | 
Ditto Dean Carpenter, ex-Hotel | 
supervises 


European operations) 


i save itself without this bill.” 


motion pictures should not 


| merely to pick out one. This indus- 


| not receive any benefits.’ 


| conspired” to prevent the five 
| houses 


000 
| Ravhartz Amus. Corp. and Broad- 


for Hilton Hotels out of Paris. Mrs. ; 
Carpenter is Conrad N. Hilton's 
sister. 

Morey Amsterdam making with 
the Polaroid, shooting personality 
stills for his new NBC-TV show 
It’s first-time over for him and his 











wife. 
Exhibs, COMPO 
Xnids, 

amu Continued from page 4 
mittee had chosen motion picture 
exhibition exclusively for excise 
tax relief, although some othe 
also need it He said the film the 


atre grosses had declined by 
ly 30°° since 1946, that 
5.000 theatres have 
business still declining. 

Rep. Joseph Holt (R.,Cal.), whose 
district includes most of the stu 
dios, issued a statement in which 
he explained that the bill would 
benefit not only theatres but also 
the studios, and thanked the House 
for its vote on behalf of the thou- 
sands employed in picture produc- 
tion in Hollywood. 

Rep. Donald L. Jackson (R..Cal.) 
told the House in the debate that 
“unless there is relief, motion pic- 
ture operations will be further 
restricted and the tax revenue from 
the industry will further diminish | 
and possibly disappear.” 


near 
more than 


closed, with 


Rep. Cleveland M. Bailey ‘(D 
W.Va.) told the House that he 
‘hoped “my colleagues will look 
upon this as an effort to save a 
dying industry.” Along the same 
lines, Rep. Herman P. Eberharter 


(D.,.Pa.) said “this industry has 
shown itself. absolutely unable to 


Numerous members of the House | 
emphasized that the smalltown pic- 
ture theatre was an “institution” 
which must not be allowed to 
disappear from America. 

Rep. Robert W. Kean (R..N.J.), | 
one of the three men to speak 
against the bill, had no objection 
to relief for pictures, but added 
have 
consideration ahead of other indus 
tries. What's more, no moviegoer 
will benefit by one cent. This will 
be entirely for the benefit of the 
industry.” Hal Holmes (R.,Wash.) 
who also opposed the bill, stated 
that “if there is to be a prograin 
of repealing excises, Congress has 
the moral obligation to review the 
entire field of exercises and not | 


try is depressed, but so are many | 
others. Likewise, the public will 





"$21,450,000 Claim 


| 
} 
| 
in} 
| 











Continued from 
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from obtaining suitable 
product through an illegal system 
of runs and clearances. 

Three Raybond affiliates want 
total damages of $10,500,000. Ray- | 
chester Theatre Corp., operator of 
the Palace, Bronx, N.Y., asks $900,- 
000. Stateray, Inc. and Raypat, 
Inc., owners and operators of the 
State, Paterson, N.J., seck $4.500,- | 
and $900,000, respectively 


ray Corp. (Broad Theatre, Newark) 


' are gunning for $5,100,000 between 


them. 

Lone other plaintiff is Shelley 
Theatres. Inc. As operator of the 
Burke Theatre, Bronx, it wants) 
$750,000. Gorfinkel & Adler, in- 
cidentally, also filed six similar 
antitrust suits against the majors | 
several months ago in N.Y. Fed- 


|creator of 




















'eral Court. Five of these actions 
were in behalf of Ravbond af- 
filiates. 
_ a 
Twin City Ops 
—mm continued from page 7 Qo 
basketball team predisposes him | 


against it, he intimated. 
Also, Berger's loop theatre, the 


| Gopher, sustained a $400 loss on 


its lone theatre telecast to date, 
the Metropolitan Opera’s perform- 
ance of “Carmen.” 

Radio City passed up “Carmen” 
when the Gopher took, it, but it) 
has had three championship prize 
fight telecasts in addition to the! 
Notre Dame game. The St. Paul 
Paramount so far has had only one 
fight telecast. The Paramount cir- 
cuit hasn’t announced the financial 
results, but trade circle’s belief is 
that only one here netted a profit, | 


that of the first Marciano-Walcott | 
bout. The single one in St. Paul is | 


| believed to have been’ unprofit- 
able. ; 


| original 


| tice-Hall, 


| post, 
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Short Story Anthology 


Modern Library is adding “An 


Anthology of Famous American 
Stories” to its Giant series in Oc- 
tober, Book, which contains 73 
short stories and runs over 1,300 
pages, is being edited by Angus 
Burrell and Bennett Cerf 


Authors range from Washington 
Irving, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Ed 
gar Allan Poe and Mark Twain 
through moderns like Sherweod 
Anderson, Dorothy Parker, Chris 


tovpher Morley, James Thurber, F 
Scott Fitzgerald, Ernest Heming 
wav. Irwin Shaw and Budd Shul 
be y 


‘farcical and stagey, with its ex- 
travagant Frengh expletives, all 
alien to true Canadian humor. 
However, Fontaine has a charm- 
ing way with a phrase. Book has 
enough warm nostalgia in it fer 
show biz use. Rask. 


Pin-Ups in 3-D 
Sundell and 
3-D Magazines 
the first pin-up 
the stands in 


Abner 
publishers of 
will have 
avine in 3-D on 
‘ust 

Lhe 
screen 
nonthty 


Irwin Stein, 
Inc, 
mag- 

Au- 


publication, called 3-D 
will be ai $32-page, 30c 
featuring pix of film stars. 


4 


Polaroid-type specs will be en- 
‘Mexican Jumpir~ Bean’ closed 
G. P. Putnam's Sons next month 2 
wil bring out “Mexican Jumping Knight Elections 
Bean,” an informal autobiography | James L. Knight, general man- 
by Pepe Romero, who's been! ager of the Miami Herald, has been 
tagged “the Walter Winchell of | elected executive vice-president of 


Mexico” by his northern neighbors 

Book, according to advance 
blurbs, will include’ everything 
from advice to tourists to com 
ments on Mexican nightlife, Ameri 
can women and profiies of lead 
ing American and Mexican per 
sonalities. 


New Bard Fdition 


| Knight 
Barry, 
was 
the board 


Newspapers, Inc. John H, 
retired general manager, 
named honorary chairman of 
John S. Knight was re- 


| elected president, and Mrs. C. L 
Knight vice-president 
Firm publishes the Akron Bea- 


con Journal, Miami Herald, Detroit 


Random House will distribute in | 


America the new Coronation Edi 
tion of the Nonesuch Shakespeare 


the British publishing firm's new | 
four-volume edition of the Bard's 
works which will sell at $35. It's 
the first Nonesuch edition ot 
Shakespeare since 1927, when the 
seven-volume set then sold “for 


| $200 


New edition, dedicated to Queen 
Elizabeth IL by publisher Sir Fran- 
cis Meynell, is said to have the 
Shakespeare, without 
editing, except in cases of clear 
corruptions of the original. Wood 
cuts and headpieces are by Sheld 
on Stone. 

P-H’s School Assist Plan 


Plan whereby employees can fi 





| nance their children’s education: 
| believed to be one of the first of 
| its kind, has been set up by Pren 


Under the plan, as an 
nounced by P-H president Richard 
P. Ettinger, employees with more 
than three years’ service with the 


| firm may borrow up to $2,000 at 


| 3°% 


o interest to heip finance thelr 
children’s higher education, cither 


lat a college or professional school 


Loans are so set up that 
payments of 10°) of the 
amount of the loan ‘for a 
of 10 years) are made in 
the time profit sharing plan pay 
ments are made, so that in most 
cases no cash payment is involved 


yearly 
entire 


July, at 


No Pert Pinups in Pen 

Life, Look, Jet, Ebony and Our 
World last week were erased from 
the approved list at the Nebraska 
State Penitentiary in Lincoln 
Deputy warden John Greenholtz 
said the reason was “bathing beau 
tics and that sort of thing, which 


the prisoners would deface in an | 


obscene way and pass around.’ 
Ruling means prisoners can't sub- 
scribe to the mags. Still okayed 


lare Reader's Digest, Argosy, True 


Blue Sateve- 


sports 


Book, Coronet and 

plus a variety of 
western and hobby tags. 

There have been some 
plaints in the Omaha 

Herald's Publie Pulse 
about “censorship of 

reading matter.” 


com 

World 
column 
prisoners’ 


Rivised Cookery 


period | 


Free Press and Chicago Daily 
News, 
CHATTER 
Allen Churchill has article on 
men's magazine field in August 


Freeman 
| Aiistair Cooke in Hollywood to 
interview film names for the Man- 
| chester Guardian 
| Robert Heilbroner’s “The World- 
lv Philosophers” will be published 
hy Simon & Schuster, July 29. 
Sara Salzar will cover TV and 
| film news for Quick mag, in addi- 
| tion to her job as Coast editor of 
Seventeen 


Don Elder taking a leave of 
absenee from his Doubleday edi- 
torial post to work on a biog of 
Ring Lardner. 

Good piece on Irving (ex-Holly- 
|} wood Reporter) Hoffman in the 
;new Esquire, by Joseph Wechs- 
berg, titled “The Loves of Hoff- 
man 

Leo Mishkin, tele columnist for 


The Morning Telegraph, will do a 
|TV colurmn for Quick, the Annen- 


| berg publication bought from 
| Cowles, 
| “Newspaper Business Manage- 


ment,” by Prof. Frank Thayer, of 
the U. of Wisconsin School of 
| Journalism, due in Jate August 
ifrom Prentice-Hall 

Harry S. Elliott, editor of the 
| Marion (O.) Star since 1930, will 
i retire Aug. 1, and be succeeded by 
John A. Maxwell, Jr., former news 
editor of the Canton (O.) Reposi- 
itory 


Paul Denis leaving for the Coast 
Auyv. 15 to interview tele names for 
‘feature stories for the Goodman 
| publications, TV World and TV 
| People. He'll stay two or three 
weeks 

Richard (Esquire travel editor) 
| Joseph's next book for Doubleday 
is on Mexico. Incidentally, he got 
a divorcee from his wife, under 
‘mutual agreement, while research- 
ing the country below the’ Rio 
Grande 

Jack S. Barlass, former 
tive vice-president of the Prince- 
ton (NJ. Film Center, has been 
named director of the newlv-cre- 
ated book and yeneral promotion 
division of the Meredith Publish- 
ing Co., Des Moines 

Georve D. West, former general 
| manager of House-Warven publish- 


exectl 


cre, announced that the new La 

A revised edition of “The An-, Vow Publishing Co. on the Coast, 
tionette Pope School Cook Book,” | Will Issue a general list of books 
first published five years ago, is! Within the next two months. New 
outselling the original at the rate , outhit is cultivating ( oast authors, 
of three-to-one in the Windy City| Allan Ullman, since 1946 sales 
area. | promotion director of Random 
Co-authored by Francois Pope,| House, joined Book-of-the-Month 


WNBQ's 


“Creative 


/Cookery” show in Chi, the video 


chef says the increased sales can 
be attributed directly to interest 


|whipped up by his daily kitchen 
capers on TV 
} 


‘Ilappy Time’ Sequel 
Robert Fontaine, author of “The 
Happy Time,” which was converted 


into a successful Broadway coin- 
edy by Samuel Taylor, has now 
written a fey, moony sequel, “My 


Uncle Louis” (McGraw-Hill; $3.75 


It contains the same Ottawa fam- 
ily as its predecessor: the rock- 
ribbed Scotch-Presbyterian Ma- 


man: Papa, who plays the fiddle at 
the vaudeville theatre for Harry 
Lauder, Houdini and Pat Roone; 


!and young Bibi, the narrator try- 


ing to adjust to the French Cana- 
dian version of sex. This one, 


| though, stresses the misadventures 


of Uncle Louis, the bibulous repro- 


| bate with a yen for plump widows 


after he takes leave of his virago 

of a wife, Felice, whom he refers 

to as “the cork in my cognac.” 
The dialog is sometimes over- 


Club last week as assistant to adver- 
tising v.p. Warren Lynch Prior 
'to his Random House post, he was 


lin charge of book advertising for 


the N. Y. Times. 

Harnett Kane in N. Y. this week 
after a trip to Paris to research 
data for a new book on the Ameri- 
can Confederacy. When Double- 
day publishes his novel about Rob- 


ert E. Lee, “Lady Of Arlington,” 
Sept. 24, he'll spend a week in 
IN. Y¥. for radio-TV interviews and 
will tour the South autographing 


copes 


$$ 


Frisco ’49’ Slated for S.F. 
(Natch!) Prior to B’way 


“Frisco ‘49,” a musical with 
hook by Theodore Markuse and 
David Kolston Hughes, and songs 
by the latter, is slated for preem 
in San Francisco this fall by Mark- 
use, reportedly with San Francisco 
financing. It’s intended as a Broad- 
way prospect. 
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Broadway 


Georgia Gibbs off to Europe last 
Baturday (18). 

Martin Feinstein, head of Sol 
Hurok publicity department, back 
with wife from six-week European 
trip. 

Music Corp. of America’s John- 
ny Greenhut out of the Flower 
Fifth Ave. hosp following minor 
surgery. 

Gene Moskowitz (Mosk.) Va- 
RIETY mugg in Paris, in to visit his 
family in New York after some 
five years. 

Kay Harrison, 
tor of British Technicolor, in from 
t.ondon today (Wed.) on the Nieuw 
Amsterdam. 

Bob Shapiro, executive manager 
of Paramount Theatre, N.Y., tak- 
ug long-delayed rest in Miami 
with his family. 


Anne Edwards prez Jo Van Patten 
heading 
charge of variety. 

Winthrop Palmer, exec editor of 
Dance News, off yesterday (Tues.) 
to the Mediterranean and Aegean 
for a six-week cruise. 


Arthur I. Weinberg, son of Co-| @utskirts.” 


lumbia Pictures sales exec Louis 

Weinberg, named assistant U.S. 

Attorney for Massachusetts. 
Mexico City Press 


way stay, following return from | as president. 
the Castellana Hilton (Madrid) Otto Kistenkugel directing film 
junket. | comedy, “Three to Talk About,” at 


Peggy Sanford (Mrs. Steve Car-| Sievering studio. 
lin), radio-TV actress-wife of the| 
RCA Victor producer, out of Le-| to Rio de Janeire for stage appear- 
Roy hosp following surgery; 100% | 


OK now. 

Pianist Arthur Rubinstein in last 
weekend from a six-week European 
tour. Finally recovered possession 
of his Paris apartment, lost to him 
since the Nazi occupation. 

John H. Teeter, exec director of 
the Runyon Fund, is husband of 
Christine McGuire (McGuire Sis- 
ters) who debuted on the Arthur 
Godfrey show last week. 

Conductor Fritz Reiner, 
today (Wed.) to Italy, will open 
the Arena Flegrea, Naples’ new 


sailing 


managing direc- 


| Vienn | 


Allied Artists, new agency, with | 


legit and Sid Brooks in} 


| Oscar Strauss working on music 





columnist | 
Pepe Romero extending his Broad- | 


Antonio Bardem to star in his new 
pic about stage life. 
Producer-director Jose Busch 
started work on a new pic about 
bullfighting, starring Julio Rey 
Heras and “Principe Gitano.” 
Dancer Antonio continues to 
tour the provinces with his new 
Spanish dance group, putting the 
finishing touches to his repertoire. 
Director Rafael Gil and decora- 
tor Enrique Alarcon off to Israel 
to look for exterior for their new 
opus, “The Kiss of Judas,” which 
‘they will do for Aspa Films of 
| Madrid. n 
Ugo Betti’s “The Gambler’; 
(which had a brief Broadway run 
last year) presented at the Teatro} 
Maria Guerrero in a Spanish trans- 
|lation by Enrique Rincon, starring 
|!Fernando Guillen. 








ee _ | 


By Emil W. Maass 

“House of Wax” (WB) preemed | 
here at Opern Kino. 
| State opera tenor Josef Witt also) 
| will direct some of the operas. 


| 
| 


for a new musical, “Girl From the 


By end of the year, every large 
city of Austria likely will have its 
3-D theatre. 

Salzburg Mozarteum orchestra, 
newly founded, elected Josef Rehri 


Filmactress Angelika Rauff off 


ances plus film work. 


Paris 


’ Cathy Skyler, American singer, 
now warbling at the Paris Ring- 
side. 

A week of French films in Tokyo 
is now being planned here to start 
in October. 

Collie Small will 
Interpol series for 
here in the fall. 

Shirley Yamaguchi here wtih a 


produce the 
American TV 





outdoor theatre, Aug. 13, with a 
performance of “Carmen.” | 

Fabien Sevitzky, conductor of | 
the Indianapolis Symphony Orches- | 
tra, left from N. Y. Friday (17) | 
for South America to conduct | 
concerts in Argentina and Uru-| 
Ruay. 

Robert Weitman, veepee of 
American Broadcasting - United 
Paramount, finally moved into his 
new house in Westchester, after a| 
blaze there caused an extended 
delay. 

Gottfried Reinhardt, Metro di- 
rector, sailed last Saturday (18) on 
the Ile de France to survey location 
areas In England and Holland for 
the studio’s upcoming “The True 
Brave.” 

Fd (& Pegeen) Fitzgerald may 
have to undergo that fifth opera- 


Japanese contingent lookseeing the 
French pic industry. 

John Huston here on way to 
Italy for rest after winding “Beat 
the Devil” (UA) in England. 

Illness of Edwige Feuillere~de- 
laying start of new Claude Autant- 
Lara pic, “The Wheat in the Grass.” 

Dean Martin heading for Italy 
and home while Jerry Lewis stays 
on here for a week before heading 
for U.S. 

Ethel Smith will appear in| 
Madrid and do a few Army camps 
in Germany before opening a two- 
week run at the Moulin Rouge 
nitery here. 


Dallas 


By Bill Barker 


tion sooner than the September Dornan Bros. a_ holdover at 
schedule expected. Making prog-| Baker Hotel's Mural Room. 

ress at their Hay Island (Conn.) Johnny Bachemin again click- 
retreat, but recent miscues mayjing on his 19th date at Colony 
hasten the surgery. Club. 

Frank M. Folsom due back at Johnny Bond, oatune artist, 
his desk next week, after an ex-| joined WFAA with daily 16-min- 
tended hiatus following surgery in| u'er. 

Roosevelt Hospital. Now © ship- WFAA’'s “Early Birds,’ radio’s 
shape, the RCA prexy and his! senior live talent aiver, expanded 
wife, Gladys, are sojourning in| to 60 minutes, six days weekly. 


West Harwich (Cape Cod), Mass., 
this week. 


Atlantic City 


By Joe W. Walker 
Tee Capades take possession of 
big Convention hall ice rink Fri- 


day (24) and will run until Labor 
| 


Day. 

Harry Waxmann, film theatre 
chain head here, picked for chair- 
manship of iecoal Bond drive in 
resort city. 

Jackie Miles featured with Vir- 


ginia O'Brien in Steel Pier vaude- | 
Loudés Prima | 


ville, July 
band at 
(17-24). 
Mary 
sonal 


(19-25). 
Marine Ballroom July 
Korey picked to be 
manager of Miss America, 


1954. Will accompany Pageant win- | 


ner starting in September on her 
tour of the country. 


Madrid 


By Geeno Garr 
Gracia Imperio is Starring in 
new revue “Goleada” at the Teatro 


Alcazar. 
Flamenco singer Canalejas 
Puerto Real off to Morocco to 


work in niteries. 


Francisco Cossio, Jr., will star. 


with Silvua Morgan in a new pic 
directed by Xavier Seto. 

Teatro Madrid has new show. 
“Love On Percentage,” a musical 
starring singer Roberto Rey 

Portuguese director Artur Duarte 
pacted Paquita Rico and _ bull- 
fighter Manuel Santos to coproduce 
pic in Lisbon. 

Maruja Asquerino and Fernando 
Rey under contract to producer 


per- | 


Jack Carson, costarring with 
Margaret Whiting in “Girl Crazy" 
at State Fair Musicals, rehearsing 
a new nitery act between shows 
with Connie Towers. 

Arthur L. Kramer, Jr., reelected 
prexy of Da.!as Grand Opera Assn. 
Rex Ochs named manager of the 
| Texas, howley United Tieatres’ 
|} L rgvest suburban filmer. 
Olivia de Haviliand, Mary 





Sin- 


lclair, Kent Smith and John Emery | 


in for a week's rehearsal by Jose 


itercvee for “The Dazzling Hour.” 
friue iat week at La Jolla Play- 
1cuUse, 


| 




















Game CONtinued from page 2 jae 


ssohn String Quartet and violinist 
Dore Cohen. 

So successful was this 
Festival that the Jacobs’ are book- 
ing an end-of-season reprise for the 
last two weeks in August. Already 
scheduled for rocking-chair chats 
during the rest of-the season are 
Sherman Adams, assistant to Presi- 
|dent Eisenhower; columnists Irv 
Kupcinet of the Chicago Sun-Times 
and Earl Wilson of the N.Y. Post: 
; authors Cleveland Amory and J 
Richard Kennedy; Alexander 
Gabriel, foreign news analyst; 


Waldemar Kaempffert, N.Y. Times | 


science editor; Col. Ben C. Limb, 
chief of the Korean Mission to the 
United Nations: 
travel editor Horace Sutton: Gretta 
Baker, dipector of the Columbia 
McMillan Theatre; and Mitch 
Miller, oboeist and director of 
‘Columbia Records. 


Culture’s Payott | 


year’s | 


Saturday Review | 


London 


Gene Autry arrived for his Savoy 
press reception last night on his 
horse, “Champion.” 

Herman Levy, general counsel of 
Theatre Owners of America, here 
confabbing with leading local ex- 
hibitors. 

Before he returned to the U. S. 
last week, Jack Hilliard inked a 
three-year recording contract with 
Columbia. 

Robert S. Wolff, RKO chief in 
London, back at his desk after 
undergoing minor surgery at the 
London Clinic. 

Because so_ successful, Billy | 
Daniels is being held over by Val 
Parnell for Moss Empires for 
month of September. | 

Teresa Wright due next week to} 
take up her role in “Monsieur Ri-| 
pois” which is to be lensed here 
and in Paris by Trans Continental 
Films. 

Sheila Sim and Anthony Steel | 
planed to Africa last week for film- | 
ing of “West of Zanzibar” which | 
Harry Watt is directing entirely on | 





location. | 
Burl Ives starts a new BBC series ! 
next week titled, ‘‘Wayfaring 


Stranger” which will be illustrated 
by songs he has collected on his 
extensive tours. 


Larry Adler's background music | 
for “Genevieve,” which has been 
waxed by Columbia, is to be re- 
leased next month to coincide with 
general release of the film. 

Billie Worth and her husband, 
Donald Burr, who have been play- 
ing in London production of “Call 
Me Madam,” sailed for America 
last week on the United States. 

Rose Murphy, who planned re- 
turning to U. S. Aug. 3 after 22 
weeks in cabaret and vaudeville, 
made last-minute decision to stay 
over for a flock of Moss Empire 
dates, opening at the Empire, 
Leeds, Aug. 10. 


7 . 
Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 

Jules Herman played Prom Ball- 
room two-nighter. 

Frankie Carle scheduled for 
one-nighter tour of territory. 

Roy King and his Komic Kings 
starting third season at Magic Bar. | 

Howard Brown and his Rhythm | 
Kings underlined for Riverlyn| 
Club. 

Hotel employees’ strike a bad| 
break for current Aquatennial, an- | 
nual summer mardi gras. 

Illness prevented scheduled lo- | 
cal Aquatennial appearance of | 
“Hopalong Cassidy” William Boyd. 

Dave C. Baumgarden in from 
N.Y. for thrush Gloria Marlowe's 
Hotel Radisson Flame Room open- 
ing. 

Weekly Auditorium wrestling 
Saow, after carefully — built-up 
match, grossed $16,683, a new high 
for grappling here. 





San Francisco 


By Ted Friend 


Ella Mae Morse into Cable Car 
Village. 

Fifi D’Orsay inked into Bimbo's 
for September opening. 


tian Room starting July 28. 
Arthur Fiedler’s “pop” concerts 
filling the Civic Auditorium. 
Lou Nova breaking in nitery act 
at Ted's Roundup in El Cerrito. 
Billy Williams Quartette into 
Venetian Room of Fairmont Hotel. 
Charley Newman, former Cur- 
ran Theatre manager, and Ray Lo- 
; gan former treasurer, both hospi- 
talized. 
| Herman Wobber, 20th exec, em- 
ceed the introduction of Cinema- 
| Scope for 600 trade and press 
}members at the Fox. 





Chicago 
Ronald Reagan here briefly to 
| visit in-laws, Dr, and Mrs. Loyal 
Davis. 

Moe Wells, vet song publisher 
and former pic exhibitor, into hos- 
| pital for observation. 

Carol Hay, flack for Salt Creek 
| Strawhatter, into Wesleyan Me- 
| morial Hospital for leg operation. 

Jayne Manners, spouse of 
| Lampkin of William Morris Agency 
| here, opened at Black Orchid yes- 
terday (Tues.). 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| Mexico City 
By D. L. Grahame 


Carlos Lopez Moctezuma inked 
to play in a French pic in Paris 


Woman,” film which Tito David- 
son will direct. 

Albert Husson’s “Angels’ Kit- 
chen” (in Spanish) played 200 
straight performances at the Tea- 
tro del Caracol. 

Katy Jurado recovering from 4n- 
juries suffered in fall while playing 
in “Rose and the Sword,” 3-D pic 
being made here. 

Natural Vision dickering with 
the film trade’s bank, the Banco 


Hollywood 7 


Si Seadler in from N.Y. 
new Metro product. 7 1 (Ge 

Roy Rogers and Dale 
planed to Honolulu. 

Pat O'Brien to Ottawa, III. to 
ag hg enete. ; 

ei ndes broke his rig} > 

when a horse fell on him. me 

Gene Raymond to Hinsdale, ||! 
for a strawhat appearance. ‘ 


Evans 





Nacional Cinematografico, about Wi : ‘ ; 

: : vpeygereeee at ; ; ild Bil! Elliott in town after ; 
installing its service in Mexican), — n wn after a 
cinemas. | two month tour of hospitals. 


Paul Weston to Chicago for Co- 
mbia Records annual session 

Bob O’Donnell will address Mo- 
on Picture Industry Council Aug. 


Pedro Vargas, tenor, and Agus-! jy 
tin Lara, song writer-band leader, 
rounded out one year at the Capri, | ¢; 


top nitery here. Both are doub-| 4g 
ling at the Teatro Lirico. Robert Fellows to Camargo 
pe | Mex., to join the “Hondo” com- 
Australia ° | to 
j 


Lou Smith signed to handle pub- 


ae : lic relations for Screen Directors 

By Eric Gorrick Guild : : 

One of top money makers of year | ~ Jimmy Gleason guest speaker a! 

will be “Queen Is Crowned. 7 Army and Navy Legion of Valo 
Ron Patten appointed publicity | dinner. 


director for J. C. Williamson. Fred Shevin checked off Colum- 

Government has granted $13,000 | bia lot to devote his time to play- 
to aid upbeat of grand opera here. | writing. : 

Ealing’s “The Cruel Sea” away! Leonard Goldstein to Cleveland 
to a smash start at Odeon, Mel-| for special showing of “Kid From 
bourne, for Greater Union. | Left Field.” 

Drop in the income tax rate will| Grace Kelly planed in from 
give populace more spending coin | Philadelphia to appear in “Dial M 
for pix in second half of year. |For Murder’ at Warners. 

Stanley Crick, a former chief of | Leonard Spigelgass named treas- 
20th-Fox, in hospital following | Urer of Screen Writers Guild, suc- 
heart attack. Crick is partnered in | oe D. M. Marshman, Jr., re- 
Ae ol ne lag caacaaa win Gene Evans required 16 stitches 


ge a , in his jaw after jumping down a 
Chips Rafferty, Aussie pic pro-| submarine hatch in “Hell and High 
ducer, readying second unit for) water” at 20th-Fox. 


local film to be done on Thursday| after 16 years with Warners 
Island. Rafferty’s first picture,/ three-time Oscar winner Max 
“Phantom Stockman,” is being han-| Steiner is ankling the lot next 


dled by Universal here. , month to become a freelance scorer 


} and composer. 


Barcelona Pittsburgh 


By Joaquina C. by, rh ng 
Carmen de Lirio at Comico Thea- . 
tre in “Delirium at the Comico.” R: By Hal v. Cohen 
Mexican singer Irma Vila at the | avens topping at the Copa, with 
Garcia Barbon, Vigo, with her new | June Valli coming in on Aug. 3. 
show, “Mexican Landscapes.” | Crosby Sisters open a two-week 
American pix, “Knock On Any |date at the Ankara, along with an 


pee “ : rte ?,|iceshow July 27. 
cm (Col) seal a Ahoy” | “ Evans Family goes to the Steel 
(es) BOW C8 Sarcereme Weer | Pier, Atlantic City, for week be- 
rhe Talia has a revival of “We, | ginning Sunday (26) 
They and the Elf” by Carlos Llopis: | Bill Green’s new cocktail lounge 
— — and Luis G. Arroyo | at new shopping center on site of 
are starred. . : 
tener? Tne a . his old nitery will open Aug. 1, 
After 20 os absence from the | Norma Winters coming back to 
—_, a meer onge Be — “| White Barn Theatre for its next 
comeback. In, private life, she is|; .. © Par eere aa we ; 
Mrs. Gonzalo Delgras, film ne bn Brea Gigi” and “Stepping 
ducer. | Joe Feldmans to Canada for two 
weeks and then to Dennis, Mass., 
| to visit their son, Jimmy, at Cape 
| Playhouse. 














Nick Lucas at the Italian Village. | 


i 
| 
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| ticipant amusements — billiards, | 


bowling, dancing, riding, shooting, | 


skating, swimming, golf, sightsee- | 
ing buses and flying instruction. 
Also at record peak was the in- 
formal recreation group, with an'| 
estimated $7,630,000,000 spent. One 
surprise here was a decline in the 


amount spent for radio and TV) 
records, | 
instru- | 


receivers, phonographs, 

pianos and other musical 
ments. The figure of $2,324,006,000 
was nearly $100,000,000 below the 
preceding year and more. than 


| $500,000,000 below the figure for 


Nat “King” Cole set for Vene-, 1950. 


On the other hand, people are 
spending more and more money 
with the radio and TV repair man. 
Last year it was $476,000,000. 

That ever source of surprise to 
city folks—the amount amateur 
gardiners and flower lovers spend 
for cut flowers, potted plants and 
seeds—hit a new record of $836,- 
000,000 in 1952. } 

For the theatrical employment 
agencies it was a fair $22,000,000 


| year. The peak was $27,000,000 in ' 


| with 
|major attention among crix, and | 


Phil | 


| tees 


earned by the agencies in 
1946. 

















Locarno Fest 








aaa Continued from page 2 = 


Charlton copped | 


Heston, 
a repeat screening had to be sched- | 
uled. As a result of the Locarno) 
showing, pic’s. distrib, Thomas 
Brandon, set several release deals 
in European countries for the | 
Avon production. Before _ fete} 


| opened, Metro, via its Swiss office, | 
|}sent a protest to Locarno asking | 
| pic be withdrawn, as it might be 

| confused with M-G production, but | 


| Walter Wilson Clourg. BBC 
| exec, here viewing radio and TV. 
| Alfredo Ripstein, Jr., quit. 


| Filmex to produce films indepen- 


dently. 
Silvana Pampanini due 
pronto to star in 


here | with five, topped the remaining en- 
“Two-Faced | trants, 


beef was turned down by fete au- | 


thorities, who cited precedence of 
the Bradley item. Col’s “Glass | 
Wall” and ‘My Six Convicts,” both 
well received, plus RKO’s “Never | 
Wave at a Wac,” rounded out the, 
U. S. entries. ; 
Italy, with six pix, and French, 


U. S$, Shells Out |. 


) benefit 
| tourney. 


Jim Trullinger, ex-p.a. at William 
Penn under Tom Troy, will rejoin 
his old boss in similar capacity at 
the Statler in N. Y. 


Berlin 
By Hans Hoehn 
_ Renovated Titania Palast opens 
Sept. 1 with ballet. 

“That Was Our Rommel,” Ger- 
man Constantin release, currently 
showing with 40 prints in use in 
West Germany. 

Dieter Borsche pacted for French 
pic, “The Quack Doctor,” with Jean 
Marais costarring. Allianz will re- 
lease it in Germany. 

“On Both Sides of the Roll Way,” 
first German full-length documen- 
tary pic about the last World War, 
preemed in severai West German 
cities. 

The West German critics’ awards 
went to the film, “Don’t Forget the 
Love,” and to Rudolf Noelte for his 


direction of the legiter, “The 
Castle.” 
lreland 
By Maxwell Sweeney 
International Ballet Co. here 
for season at Gaiety, Dublin. 
Harry Alan Towers in from 


London to negotiate recorded 
transcription deal with Radio Eire- 
ann toppers. 

Former Abbeyite Jack McGow- 
ran will direct revival of “Playboy 
of the Western World” in Dublia 
next month. 

Yugoslav longhair batoneer Mi- 
lan Horvat named conductor of 
Radio Eireann Symphony orch, for 
three years. 


Memphis 
By Matty Brescia 

Harold Krelstein, WMPS prexy, 
to Virginia Beach for a rest. 

Ted Weems set for two-week 
stand at Claridge Hotel’s Magnolia 
Roof. 

Hal McIntyre in for two-week 
date at Peabody Hotel's Skyway 
Roof. 

Dizzy Dean checked in here for 
Colonial Invitation golf 


Tys Terwey, WMPS newscaster, 


| back here after a three-month tour 


of Korea and Japan. 
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OBITUARIES 


MAUDE ADAMS 
Maude Adams, 80, actress famed 


for her portrayal of the uitle char- | 


acter a 
“Peter Pan, 


She had been 


Tannersville, N. Y. 
for several 


ving in seclusion 
years. 

Miss Adams, who made her first 
N. ¥. appearance at 16 in “The 
Paymaster,” was acclaimed for her 
characterization in “Peter Pan” 
when it opened at the Empire The- 
atre, N. Y., Nov. 6, 1905. The pro- 
duction ran for more than two 
,ears on Broadway and for ap- 
} roximately that length of time on 
the road. It was revived in 1912 
and again in 1914. 

She was associated with pro- 
ducer Charles Frohman from 1890 
until his death on the Lusitania in 
1915. Before joining Frohman she 
had appeared in a number of juve 
roes. 

Miss Adams was born in Salt 
Lake City Nov. 11, 1872. Her 
mother. Anne Adams Kiskkadden, 
was leading lady of a stock com- 
pany there. While with Frohman, 


Miss Adams was made _  Jchn 
Drew’s leading lady. appearing 
with him initially in “The Masked 
Ball.” Her first starring role was 


in Barrie’s “The Little Minister,” 
which opened at the Empire Sept. 
17. 1897. It ran for 300 consecu- 
tive performances, grossing around 
$375,000 The presentation also 
toured for two years. Other Bar- 
rie plavs in which she appeared 
were ‘Quality Street,” ‘What 
Every Woman Knows” and “The 
Legend of Leonora.” She had 
been closely associated with Bar- 
rie, having visited him several 
times in England. 

also appeared in “The Bau- 
Shop.” “Christopher, Jr 
*”" “Romeo and Juliet.” 
Rostand’s “L’Aiglon.” 
“The Jesters.” 


She 
hile 
“Rosemary, 
Edmond 
and “Chantecler.”’ 
“Twelfth Night,’ “A Kiss for Cin- 
derella’ and a pageant version of 
“Joan of Are” in 1909 at the Har- 
vard Stadium at Cambridge, Mass 
In 1931 she made a brief come- 
back as Portia in ‘The Merchant 
of Venice.” 


Throughout her career Miss 
Adams remained aloof from hei 
public and associates other than 
close friends. On several occa- 

ons she sought retreat in con 

nts She retired in 1918 after 
ling ill at the close of “Cinder- 
ella.” In 1934 she appeared in 


o series but refused to have a 
idio audience. She later taught 
matics at Stephe ns College. Co- 
bia, Mo., where she headed the 
drama department for five years 
tinuing as special adviser to 
department after resigning as 


in Sir James M. Barrie's, 
died July 17 of a 
heart attack at her home near! 


irman in 1943. 

\fter her retirement from the 
stage she worked for vears with 
Charles P. Steinmetz in connec- | 
tion with néw developments for 
stage lighting. Early reports that 
she was contemplating producing 
and starring in a film never ma- 
terialized. 41 the time of Miss 
Adams’ death Vida Sutton. author- 
ess had been working with the ac- 


Miss 

S had also been planning ra- 

«co and TV work, the Jatter to be 

cone from her home. 
FLORENCE FORSBERG 

l Forsberg, 25. legit 

iger. was found stabbed to death 


s on her autobiography. 


mM 


4 


Florence 
1 


16 in her N. Y. apartment 
Forsberg was in the chorus 
ot the Broadway musical, ‘““Wonder- 


fown,” and was understudy to 
th Adams, second femme lead 
the show starring Rosalind Rus- 
Police found her body shortly 
ter Lester Johnsen, a salesman 
ed himself in his N. Y. apart- 
it. shaved with his mother and 
ter, and left a note confessing to 
slaying of the singer. 
rhe motive for the murder was 
clear. Miss Forsberg had been 
‘dered about 4 am... while 
nsen’s suicide occurred about 
ee hours later. Johnsen had 
kK n the singer for about five 


er 


tive 


\ native of Fort Francis, Ont.. 
Forsberg made her pro debut 
CBS network show during her 


ens while studying music in 
nnipeg. She made her N. Y. bow 


ut five vears ago with the Lem- 


ade Opera. She also performed 

Boston while studying music 
jere, and had appeared on the 

awhat circuit in “Alice in Won- 
cerland.” Miss Forsberg had re- 

rned a few months ago from 
“rope where she toured in a USO 
Production of “Brigadoon.” 

\s of a little more than a month 
“£0 she was definitely slated to 
tour the strawhat circuit this sum- 
‘ser in Howard Hoyt’s “Call Me 
‘ladam” package. However, 
Passed up the Hoyt deal in favor 


Miss Forsberg had also appeared 
on TV. 





Her father and mother, who 
adopted her, survive. 
LEO CHALZEL 
Leo Chalzel, 52, former vaude 


performer and legit-film-TV actor, | 


died July 16 of a heart ailment at 
his home in Westport, Conn. Chal- 
zel made his vaude debut while in 


high school and later toured in 
stock. beginning with “The 13th 
Chair.” He toured in John 
Golden’s “Turn to the Right” and 


in Al Woods’ “Friendly Enemies” 
and had the lead in “Cappy Ricks.” 


He did a comic routine in vaude, 
plaving the Keith-Orpheum and 
Loew circuits. He appeared at the 


Palace, N. Y the London Pal 
ladium and other English vauders 
His musicomedy credits included 
“Tickle Me,” “Hooray for What,” 
“Jubilee.” “Forbidden Melody” 


and “Polonaise.” He was cast in 
such straight legiters as “Skin of 
Our Teeth.” “Close Quarters,” 


“My Sister Eileen,” “Snafu,” ‘‘Ar- 
senic and Old Lace,” 
the Clowns” and 
Your Life.” His last Broadway 
appearance was in Eugene O'Neill's 

The Teeman Cometh.” 

Chalzel played summer stock in 
Asheville, N. C., Westport and 
Ogunquit, Me., and founded the 
Houston (Tex.) Players with Eddie 
Dowling. He also did some film 
work, appearing in “Men in 
White” and “Come on Marines.” 


During World War II he _ spent 
three vears touring for the USO 
in “Room Service” and “Three 
Men on a Horse.” 

Wife. the former Helen 


han, survives. 
JACOB F. LEVENTHAL 


Jacob Frank Leventhal, pioneer 
researcher in animated = cartoon 


und 3-D sereen techniques, died 
July 18 in New York. A member 
of the American Optical Society 


and the Society of Motion Picture 
& Television Engineers, Leventhal 


was credited with having pro- | 
duced one of the first animated 
shorts in 1917. 

He turned out the “Out of the 
Inkwell” series of animated car- | 


toons and as a member of the firm 
of Ives-Leventhal did the first 3-D 
films in this country in 1934 
Viewed through glasses with red 
and green filters, the pix 
tagged “‘Plastigrams.” With John 
4. Norling, another 3-D pioneer 
Norling camera), he produced a 
eries of short subjects known a 
Audioscopics” for Metro He 
joined Norling in 1936. Leventhal 
was also credited with making one 


ot the earliest series of training 
films for the Army during World| 
War I] 


Wife and a daughter survive. 
EDNA MAY SPOONER 
Edna May Spooner. 78. onetime 
legit actress, died July 14 in Sher- 
man Oaks, Cal. Miss Spooner. re- 
tired from the stage since 1929, 
had been active in stock companies 
in Brooklyn from 1901 until around 


1914. She appeared with the 
Spooner Stock Co., which was 
managed by her mother, the 


Mrs. Mary Gibbs Spooner 
Her father, the late 
Spooner, had been a stock company 
manager during the ‘80s. Miss 
Spooner also appeared for several 
vears at the Fifth Avenue Theatre, 
N. ¥. Many of her performances 
were with her sister. the late Cecil 
Spooner. widow of - Charles E 
3laneyv, author and stock 
company manager and theatre op- 


‘ 
oneiume 


erator. 

She was married in 1912 to Ar- 
thur J. Waley. her leading man in 
“The Price She Paid.” They were 


divorced in 1921, 





WALTER H. WERTIME, SR. 

Walter H. Wertime, Sr., 81, who 
had operated the Chester Theatre. 
Chestertown, N.Y... for years and 
who had also owned the Regent in 
Cohoes, died Julv 16 in Albany. In 
his vouth he was assistant district 
attorney of Aibany County and at 
the time of his death was a mem- 
ber of Cohoes law firm. He had 
various realty holdings, including 
two hotels in Chestertown 
property in Cohoes 

Surviving are his wife, three 
cons, one of whom, Walter. Jr., is 
Albany County Republican 
mittee chairman, and four daugh- 
ters. 


MRS. ROSE WEINBERGER 

Mrs. Rose Weissman Weinberg- 
er. 66, wife of William Degan 
Weinberger, chairman of the board 
of trustees of the Jewish Theatri- 


' eal Guild of America, died July 15 


she | 


in N.Y. At her marriage to Wein- 


berger in 1928 she was the widow | 
who created | 


of Barney Bernard, 


o: the understudy role in “Town.” ' the character of Abe Potash in the 


“My Bear 
Children,” “Othello,” “Here Come |! 
“The Time of | 


Shea- | 
| 


were | 


late 


Sprague 


. 1 
ana | 


Com-, 


|“Potash and Perlmutter” comedies. | 


i Her father was the late 
| Weissman, a playwright. 
Surviving, besides her husband, 
are two sisters, Dora Weissman, 
| an actress appearing on “The 
Goldbergs” TVer, and Mrs. Bessie 
Bain, a retired actress, and a 
brother. 


Reuben 


JAN STRUTHER 

Jan Struther, 52, nee Jovee An- 
struther, author of “Mrs. Miniver,” 
published in the U. S. in 1940 by 
Harcourt, Brace and later made 
into a film by Metro, died July 
20 in N. Y. A native of England. 
Miss Struther came to the U. S 
in 1940. She lectured extensively 
here during World War Il and sent 
proceeds trom her talks to British 


| Hill 


| that city. 


War Relief. She lived in N. Y. and 
made frequent guest appearances 
on the “Information Please” airer } 
and more recently had appeared 
on TV. At the time of her death 
she was working on a semi-auto 

biographical book. She had written 
several books, including poetic 

works. 

Husband, and a daughter and} 
two sons by a previous marriage, 
survive. 
| JESSIE HOWARD 

Mrs. Jessie V. Cameron, vaude 


and nitery performer profcessional- 
ly known as Jessie Howard, died 
July 17 at her home in Douglaston, 
Queens. She was the comedienne 
in the Seymour & Howard Revue 
which frequently headlined at the 
Palace, N. Y. She appeared in 
“Greenwich Village’ Follies’ in 
1926 and after 1932 plaved niteries 


and theatres with her daughter 
Vera, in an act tagged the Howard 
Sisters 

Surviving, besides her daughter, 
are two sons. 


LEONARD T. BUSH 
Leonard T. Bush, 62, veepee and 
director of Compton Advertising 
|Ine., died July 12 at home in 
Rushland Pa. A native of England 


his 


Bush had came to the U. S. as a 
bov and entered the advertising 
field in 1907 He was a forme! 
chairman of the Committce on Ra 
dio Broadcasting of the American 
Assn. of Advertising Agencie He 
became a naturalized citizen in 
1918 

Wife and two daughters survive 

EDWARD HURLEY 

Edward Hurlev, 58. vet film 
'flack and onetime short ubjects 
producer, died July 17 in N.Y. He 
had been associated with the film 
industry for over 30 veal 

In the absence of an i rediat 
family, funeral arrangements were 
handled by the Foundation of the 
Motion Picture Pioneci ith bus 
ial taking place Ju 18 thro } 
rangement made | Catholic 
Actors Guild 
CHARLES E. BODLEY 
Charles E. Bodley, 68, pioneer tn 
| Canadian broadcasting. died Jul 


114 in Toronto. In 1923 he ent to 
iNew York as music director for 
RKO vaudeville, returned as mu- 
sical director of the CFRB (Toron 
to) Svmphony Orchestra trom 
1928-30. later took over as con- 
ductor on CHMC, Toronto. of the 
Ever-Ready Symphony. Since 1940 
he had been an orch pianist and 
arrange! 

Survived by brother and two 


sisters, 


MIMI DERBA 


Mimi Derba ‘Hermina Perez de 
Leon), 59, veteran Mexican le 
and film actre who in 1917 «¢ 
tablished Mexico's first creen 
studios and plaved in more than 
80 pix. died recently of lung trou 
ble two davs after returning homie 
from a Mexico City hospital 


Burial was in Mexico City unde: 
auspices of the National Actor 
Union, with six top actors as 
bearers. 


pall- 


MARGARET R. CLARKE 
Margaret Rudick Clarke, 
former actress. died July 16 
a Staircase fall in Pasadena, 
As a member of the Pasadena 
Community Playhouse company 
'she appeared in 46 roles between 
1919 and 1938 
Surviving is her husband, Clin- 
iton C. Clarke, first president of 
the Community Playhouse Assn 


70 
after 


Cal 


JOSEPH JONGEN 

Joseph Jongen, 79, Belgian com- 
poser and musician, died July 13 
at his home in Sart-Lez-Spa. near 
Liege. His compositions include 
“Ardennes Impressions,” “Lalla 
| Roukh” and “Fantasy on Two Wal- 
jloon Carols.” 
| His brother 
| poser, survives. 


WILLIAM MORGAN 
| William Morgan, 53, general 


Leon. also a com- 


manager for J. D. James of Studios | 


the James circuit 30 years ago, 
moving to his last post in 1936 
Survived: by wife and daughter. 


SAM JOSEPHSON 

Sam Josephson, 62, owner of the 
Hotel and its nitery, the 
in Omaha, died July 10 in 
A close friend of Harry 
S. Truman, he was a former prexy 
of the National Hotel Men's Assn 

Survived by his wife, a son and 
daughter. 


Cave, 


ABNER EILENBERG 


Abner Eilenbe) 58, executive 
with the Middlesex Amus. Co 
operators of several suburban Bo 
ton pic houses, died in Boston July 
17 of a heart ailment 

Survived by wife, son, daughte 
brother and two sisters 

Edwin Nies, 57. former violin 
with the St Louis mph ore 
died of a heart ailment in his St 


July 11 i 
orchs at the 
the Muni 

daughte 


County h 
plaved 
Theatre 

Wite 


me 

with 

and 
and 


Louis 
had also 
Missouri 
cipal Opera. 
survive, 


John A. Fisher, 68, a member o 


IATSE, Local 143, for 42 vea 
died in St. Louis July 15. He 
worked at the old Olympic Theatre 
and many film houses in St. Loui 
last being emploved at the World 
Playhouse, A son and daughter 
survive. 

Joyce Ann Dillenbeck, 20. who 
had sung over WRGB-TV, Sche 
| nectady, and on radio, died July 17 
in Albany of injuries reccived in 
an auto collision that norning 
Survived by her parents ard five 
sisters 


C. Orville Newlin, 63 


former sec 


retary of Local 6, AFL Theatrical 
Brotherhood, died in St Loui 
July 15 of a heart ailment | 
worked in several St. Louis thi 
tres including the Municipal 
Opera. Wife survives 


Brother, 66, of Ned E. Depinct 


former president of RKO and now 
consultant to the company died 
Julv 19 at his home in Gardnes 
\lass Othe urVvivol are hi 
wife, a son. a daughter and a sister 

Wife, 66, of Henry Scharf. mu 
eal contractor for Republic and 
mother of Walter Scharf, musical 
director at RKO. died July 15 in 
Hollywood \ 0 iyviIVviIn are f ‘ 
dauchtet 

Abraham B. Friedman, 64 
( \ I; Lie ‘ ‘ ! 
yu 14 in Ke ester li 

cd bv {0 dauchte 

Father, 67. of Phil Alamy fiat 
news editor of WAB and WABE 
I\ N. ¥ died Ju 12 it ' 
hiamstown N J 

Mother, 87. of Mischa EF) tH 


violinist, died July 19 at home 
in N. Y. Surviving, be: 


are three daughters 


net 


1aié he on 


Edward Lockhart, 58.) motion 
picture | g equipment ¢ 
tive, died July 15 in Beverls 


Kec 


Hill 


yhiin 


Wife of 
heavy, died 
of a heart 


MARRIAGES 


Vlarguerite Piazza to Willi 

Jacksor Mi Ju ) 
Bride is an opera and { 
i uff exer It her 1 P 


and hl econd 


411] Nye. mot 
July 12 in 
attack 


lon picture 


Ho } ood 


Condon 


he a sn 
narriage 
Jessie Catlin 
Schwartz. Los 
(room iS in 
“Guys and 
Dolore: 
ler, Pittsburgh 
on Fulton The 
Coleen Gray to William C. Bid- 
lack, North Hollywood, July 14 
Bride is a screen actress. 
Pat Stilwell] to William F. Gil 
pert Las Vega Ju 12 


to Sal 
Anvele Jul 13 
national company of 
Dolls.” 
Schultz to Gilbert 


July 18 
atre taff 


Fel 
sride i: 
there 


ecretary to William Orr «at 
ners, 
B:RTHS 
Mr. and Mi Jim Bronte 


daughter, Hollywood, July 12 
Father is a legit actor 

Mr. and Mrs. Herb Sheldon, son 
(their fourth child), July 3, New 
York. Father is an NBC radio and 


|TV emcee and disk jockey. 


} 


| 


11 and 2, dual picture and news | 


theatre in London, died July 16 


in London. He entered exhib busi- Marks 
ness with his father, but joined 


Brodnes 
Father is 


Mr. and Mrs. Oscar 
son, Ho!lywood, July 12 
a screen writer. 

Mr. and Mrs. 
Brown, daughter, Welfleet, Mas: 
July 9. Mother is former Elaine 
Link, daughter of Harry Link, gen- 
eral professional manager of E. B 
Music 
and 


Peter Gordon 


Mr. Mrs. Ray 


Walston, 


daughter, N. Y., July 16. Father is 


an actor currently featured = on 
Broadway in “Me and Juliet.” 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Ross, 


son, Hollywood, July 11. Father is 
a radio and TV producer 
Mr. and Mrs. Allan Hughes, twin 


sons, New York, July 14. Father is 


senior sales presentations writer 
for CBS Radio Spot Sales 

Mr. and Mrs. Con O'Dea, son, 
Chicago, July 10. Father is head 


of news and special events at ABC 
there 

Mr. and Mrs. James ilolmes, son, 
Chicago, July 14. Father is a di- 
rector at WBBM-TY 

Mr and Mrs. George Allison, 
daughter, Santa Monica. Cal., July 
14 Father is media directer for 
Youns & Rubicam ad agency 

Mr. and Mrs. John Grar son, 
Los Angeles, July 15 Father 1s 
a publicist at RKO 

Mr. and Mrs. Vito Seott daugh- 

! Los Anveles July 16. Father 

a radio acto 

Mr. and Mrs. James Christopher, 
daurhter New York July ie 
Mother is assistant to Galen Drake, 








CRS commentator 

Mr. and Mrs. Barrie Richardson, 
son, Bronx, N. Y., July 20. Father 
is member of Warner Bros. home- 

office publicity department 
| ; , | 
| M&L‘Boo-Boo’ | 
Continued from pace | Qa 
ilousiy recorded by fSuchwald is 
Viartin’s rankler, “They were just 
sore because we made ‘7.000 a 
week and they Were making L6 
veek Is that our fault lo the 
question of whether any of the 
Knglish papers were nice to them 
Martins retort) was Oniv nine 
out of eight of them treated us 
badly Main pripe 9 was that 
papers treated the booing incident 
out of proportion to its actual 
cope, and MAL, felt that the press 
reviewed thei nation not 
their act Lewis kept reiterating 
mat the English pre inks.” and 


\lartin ordered a “roast bnelish re- 


porte from a waite! 

Consensus was that thev would 
neve vo back to Eneland again, 
Phie thought the English publie 
and Val Parnell were preat but the 
pre “rena They liked their re- 
ception and = press in Scotland, 

el ere upset by being called 

ov le and apelike. and were 
ead for What they call their next 
At W; Wit the Ienylish 

| 
| id at I ol int 
r Force 1 nd one of 
pened dentally 
‘ | ’ lon 
| |}? } { » pie to 
( nal | | ! o be 
a ene! ! be 
to et a f here, 
(« ne | paar re i bit 
fied | Oe al le f hy have 
0 IM1, pi and a strained 
pie is ¢ a a aet ental fue 
| H press ere fen that 
ole thing is a prave misunder- 
nding They ay that the boo- 
( are a yvouny Commie clack who 
have hooed othe Vinerican 

1O\s but this has never reflected 
the views of the rest of the aud or 

¢ Enevlish press in general. They 
feel that ome member of the 
pire have a right to have dissent 
ing opinions on M&lL., and tie fact 
that they were socko anyway) how 
the distorted aspects of the tua- 

on 
Careless With Own Coin 
(oO ent in Para quint f cle 
eek is that Dean Mart and 
Jer Lewis are becoming careless 
vith their own mone being par- 
ticularly eff in the timing of their 
outspoken cracks about the British 
press corps. Colurnn by Art Buch- 
ald in the Paris edition of the 
N. Y¥. Herald Tribune. later picked 
up by the daily in Gotham, quoted 
Mé&l. in a chorus of complaints re 
London scribes, punctuated with 
the promise that they'd ever go 
back to England 

Poin jich Par observe nder- 
ined is that “The Cada the 

.t M&L comedy set to play Eng- 

nd, and it an indie pic ¢ ied 
) th comedic pail J added 
that a rap against the p cant 
ievip a film in any counts Punch 
line, of course, is that if the criti- 
cism of the reviewers hurts “Cad- 
a at the bo, M&L iffer the 
biggest loss 

As for historical background, it 
took M&L pix a good while to 
crash the British market Their 
carly films were nixed by the large 
circuits, which represent the top 
source of coin, and smaller, inde- 
pendent theatremen booked them 


instead. Circuits eventually booked 
the team’s stuff after the first few 


entries. 
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rT SPECTACULAR! - oe 
“ROCKS THE SPOT!??:*- 


“WHAMMO ALL THE WAY!” 


“HAD THEM HOLLERING!”’ + 
“REIGNS SUPREME!” 


LIONEL HA 


WALTER WINCHELL— and his Orchestra 


“Recommended: Lionel Hampton’s 
‘Lullaby to Benny Goodman’.”’ 
—Daiiy Mirror. 









.§. ROBERT SYLVESTER— 
2 - 

“| never remember a whole joint ab- 
solutely rocking the way Hamp rocked 
it... he had them hollering.” 


—N. Y. Daily News 


sf. VARIETY 


 .. one of the most spectacular mu- 
sical showmen operating today... Dear Lione 
Hampton sustains a powerful musical 
attack that rocks the spot. . . his expert- 





ex Wo 
ness at the vibes is matched by his pro- ty oo! ent Bageme 
duction savvy .. . the sixty minuter is °UP past ateical a Create, 
put together with a keen ear to instru- We can tractio, Ills th more 
mental variety and a sharp eye to sight ing Home 95823 heap 
values. It's whammo all the way.” @ Your he Chee 
. Gros d Tr anyo other Speci for "Fly 
BILLBOARD— Hampton {08 of "ron? © the » 
" . . . started the joint rocking and S8regatio, Sone» it epeat 
doing business from the word go.” backon “US ask n the 
—Rolontz, are, So ’re [Mor : he 
sl. FRANK QUINN— me a4 tig? °Ming 
‘ “ _. . solid rhythms .. . reigns su- i they 
reme.” J. | 
, —New York Daily Mirror. wees Cy i 
o? ea 


~ GEORGE F. BROWN— 
| "|, . Vibes King scores big . . . stones 


4 Broadway . . . the earthquake that is 
shaking Broadway.” TOUR w 
—Courier. 
DOROTHY KILGALLEN— © ® “th 
" ... wild and wonderful.” beginning SEPTEMBER 6 mad 
—New York Journal American, DECCA RECORDS - MGM RECORDS 
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